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‘ ‘_'and 9th ARVN d1v1sions.‘-The-1n1t1a ;phase 'of MRE,

MRr Operatlon CO ONADO IX_commenced 2 November w1th & one-day'search» - .
cand destroy operation 1n‘southeastern Gilao Duc District: (MY Luong Peninsula)‘nﬁ;m
‘of Dinh Tuong: Province. ‘This: area was’ 1n1t1ally t&rgeted by COMNAVFORV. dues- s
to attacks on. PBR's “iri the area, Additionally, ‘enemy, harassment in'the
form of mortarlngs, attacks on RF/FF outposts and road 1nterdictlon had been L
stepped up in the two weeks prev1ous to the. operatlon. SR TR

Lo

MRr Operatlon Coronado IX (4—6 November) termlnated during the reportlng ' al
period, In the early morning of 5 November five separate areas in Dinh - et
Tuong Province, including Dong Tam and My Tho, came under VC morter attack,

The heaviest attack was directed against the v1llage of Cai Lay. (vic XS 220502)
which sustained-120 casualties, 1nolud1ng 18 friendly KIA, Base on 1ntelllgence
that the VC 261st Main Force Battalicn was respohsible for this attack, the

MRF area of operations was shifted northeast to an area bounded by N/S

Gridlines XS 22/31 and E/W grldllnes X5 50/60.

During the reporting peried MRF Operatlon CORONADO IX (9-11 November) -
terminated. This operation. was ‘conducted in the Cam Son and Ban Long
Secret Zones of Dinh Tuong Province to locate and destroy elements of the-

VC 263rd Main Force Battalion, 514th Provincial Mobile Battalion and VC
local forces and installations,:, The operation marked the initial employment
of the 5th Br. Vietnamese Marine’ Corps 29" the third. meneuver: battalion of the
liobile Riverine Force, This battallon, staging from its base: camp on the
north sicée of the- My Tho: River j st south of Dong Tam, was’ supported by

RAD 112 throughout the’ Operation ;_his JOlning of - the. Vletnamese Marlnes
with the; TF-117 "combat, sallor";ln operatlons agalnst the common enemy '
represents a mllestone 1n VletnamESe/U S cooPeratlon. JQI; : . -
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On 14 November the MRF cenducted one—day two-batta]ion:rlverine and
airmobile saturatlon patrolllnng',isearch operatlonafn-Dlnh Tuong PrDV1nce
‘'to enhance the- securlty ‘of HighwajiA aﬁd the DongeTam Base* TF<117*

.Drov1ded ‘close support to, 4—43§Infantry13attalion and Sth Infantry Battallon,
VNMC, " The 5th Inﬁantry Batta 1on;*VNMC"n W functionarag a, maneuver: -battalion .,
operating in close cooperation\and coordlnation w1tH‘thefMR? " The 5th * ! *'ﬁ

: Infantry Battallon, VHMC,,15?1ntegrat1ng~very smoothly:lnto<MRF ‘operations. s

* The battallon, supported by RiverfAssau%ttDlvislon 1124 has quickly adapted
-to rlverlne warfare. ESATEEARR Y & g if”-r EVIh

foeany

i

e ‘ b
N Durlng the reportlng period the;Mobile}Riv T
. Operation’ CQRONADO IX: (18-24 ﬁovl. in*VC Basg
i Dinh Tuong/eastern Klen“Phonngrévinces.s Thi
~.- US/ARVN Operation Kien Glang, 9-1;‘wae c




_operation prov1ded a clear; déme
. out its mission; an. 1mportantwaspect of:which is to regain control of the

Another 1mportan$ _
which encircle, the“Cam Son/Ban Long.areas:.. This: will allow future avenues .
“of approach for“‘iverine-strike operatlons from the north as. well ds the

furthest exten31on of the-MhF strike capablllty to date. . Later in. the day
the MRB itself.relocated to. the- v1cln1ty ‘of S8 Deé (vic WS, .9138), success-

fully demonstrating the, capability of the MRB to relocate t0. "where the’
action is," - Slnce .this, was- “the: deepest penetration the MRB has made into:

the heart of the Delta DuFCON II was set, and one 1nfantry company deployed

on the land mass about the MRB for added securlty

During the reporting period ‘the Moblle Riverine Force conducted MRF Phased

Operation CCRONADO IX' (27 through' 30 Hovember) in Cai-lay and Long Dirh
Districts of Dinh Tuong Province,- This operation was conducted with the

primary nission of clearing. the Xang Canal (Canal’ Commer01al) of obstructions

from Dong Tam to vieinity XS 2060. .. This cenal had been closed since 1964
by a series of barriers constructed by the VC

Early on 27% November, two infentry companies were lifted to Dong Tam for
airlift end surface moves to fire support bases in the objective area,

it 0800H one infentry battalion (-) wes lifted from the MRB by CTU 117.1.2
to various locations elong the Xang Cenal to provide security for Army
Engineers who, assisted by EOD Teem 26 and Harbor Clearance Team THREE
Detachment began clearlng the water berriers while river assault craft
provided security in the waterway.

In the afternoon the two companies were backloaded and returned to the
vicinity of Long Dinh for the night. Water blocks were established in the
erea by CTU 117,1.2, During the night T-92-4 and en Army LCM-8 were hit
by one B-40 round each and T-92-10 received small arms fire. Damage to
gach hoat was mlnor. Effective fires could not be returned due to the
proximity of a 1r1endly v1llage.

The VIIMC ®w battallon and 3-47th Infantry Battalion were committed on
28 November.and. the.barge. mounted artillery was deployed into the 40
w1th CTU- 117 2 2 CTU 117 l l and CTU 117 2 l in- close support.

The Lnglneers, Infantry and Navy supporting units worked deeper into the
previously -VC dominated canals durlng the 28th and. 29th,. remov1ng bridge
wreckage, two massive earthen barriers and. two’ extensive steke barriers;
along with other obstructions.t" ‘waterborre: traffic. . This successful
tration of: the MRF's ability to carry

Delta waterways,}naking these avenuea ‘of, commerce- available once again
to the. Vietnamese?people for peaceful,tranSportation of ‘goods. and" produce
bJective “gained was opening'the remaining’ waterways

south 'in these

eae.. The operation?.wasnterminated on’ 30‘November.«'-




