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A 51gn1floant new oauablllty has been addedit the'everwexpandlng horlzons .

A

of the Mobile Riverine Force.. Onm L-July an:H-23 helicopter landed and -
took off from the first ATC(H) - an’ -ATC with a belo platform mounted over
the well deck. - The’ helo platform, desrgnedrby COM%IVFLOT OWE" and Mr.
SHEPPARD, NOL White Oak, constructed locally by USS ASKARI (ARL-30) is-

" portable. and can be nounted on any ATC’ of:th& MRF, .On 5 July an. HU-1D

helo successrully completed 3 landlngs and takeoffa from the flight- deck
of the ATC(H). The ability of the ATC(H); to" dperate the KUXID greatly
expands the IMRF capability for cormand and control, personnel transxer,
reagtion force 1lift, resupply, liaisén:in the field and MEDEVAC in areas
where no- landing zones are available.™ - oo

Rlverlne Survey Team (RST) operations are blendlng 1n very well with
riverine combat maneuvers, During Operation Coronadg (CONCORDIA 111),.
four units deployed on separate ATCs for the three day operation, This .
was the first data collected within Go Cong Province, The Rach Go Cong
was well covered as far as the city of Go Cong. Midny of its tributar-
ies were also surveyed in the course of patrol actions and troop re~ &
insertions. The RST used the staff's KE-28B 70mm éZerial camera to obtaln
photographs of- bridges in Go Gong Towm,- oostructlons, and waterways.

.This camera was previously used by a staff member in’ Operatlon Coronado o

(COﬁCORDIA I), and it yielded’ excellent photographo.'

The first 1ncrement of mine protectlve flooring and seatlng were in~" .

. thé: boat.

stalled in ATC ll2nll. Thirty two seats are provided with standing
room for eight. more troops. Each seat has been’ eqplpped with a.llfe

.. preserver cushiof and a seat-belt.: The final effect istsimilar t¢'as
~ well: appolnted i line, "’ To make the 1nstallation, all but:two of the'

bunks had: to be removedi: The. remaining bunks will be relocated within:
- The chalrs and. mattlng take up. about 2/3 of the well deck of

‘the ATC 'The lnstallation caﬂ'be removed i about two® hours. "The pres—
‘ent. plan is to test the 1nstallat10n.for a few operatlons to determine

'r

. for the, fea.:slbll:l.ty ard-a. fomala“ cdusst
‘ 1s’de51red e

its sultablllty and make “amy- rearrangements requlred\b'fore g01ng

into: -
full scale 1nstallau10n in the remainlng boats. j,"

- ‘D:.sposal of waste from the Sh.lpS of the Mobile iverlne Base: j 1s as rob-_ L
. lem*when anchored néar a.port city or‘lnland on the Tiversy:: Loose#boxes, _uF~
'nreleased bY’ShlpS upstream, are a. source of concern. to?the ships .down -
&N stream as: p0581b1e explosive carrlers. A suggestlon hasnbeen forwarded

" "that-'a machlne (11ke an #tomobild™: scrapplng pressg)- béwlnstalled oh.each
;. . ship to compress this trash and make it dense. enough k.. Th
" would eliminate the reoulrement for;a trash incd
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: I uly COLLETON suffered a serlous casual ;?te-nj er;ifﬁyhﬂdl gse
generator.".When the diesel exploded and 'a: piston*and *rod were: Lhrowns
4 through” the crank. case, v Logs offtha A/C generatbrareduced thé‘GOLLé”dﬁ'
.. .7 power ‘capacity to the poimt where her ablllty to support the MRBEr wis™
. marglnal. A request to COMNAVFORV resulted: in two portable.lSO Kw“gener
' ators which ‘were installed on the COLLETON ast back up support“ JThlS 13
the thlrd ‘casualty of .this type on the nngllsh made Falrbanks-Forse englne.
A new type of generator or a medification ta-the present dlesel 1s?urgen
Iy requlred.:'“~‘ ' i

_COI‘AVFOnV renresenuatlves visited the flagshlp on 15 July 0 dlSCUSS
assignment of Fational Police to CTF-117. It was agreed at this neetln
that COMIMAVFORV would request the Chief of National Police to assign 12,
Dersonnel from the River Police Branch to CTF-117 on a permanént ba31s.- ; N
Addition of Hational Police will measurably increase visit and. search . s T
effectiveness of River Assault Craft both in the  vicinity of the MRB and C
in the area of operations. ' i

The followlng boats received VC fire on 11 July 1967 supportlng Coronado
Concordia (PHASE II) in Can Giouc District of Long An Province:

At 1109L5H, a claymore mine was triggered: when 1124l dronped her
ramp to land elements of “A" Company h/L? (7 USH and Ly USA NIA) .

N . At llO950H MqllZ 1 and N-lll-? both hlt by'RR_rounds, no personnel
o casualtles. Both Boats contlnued m15510n. ‘ ;
At'11162OH,.

remp V;Jb personnel casualty resulted‘

returned to “the MRB for repalrS*'““
. (AO) at 121700H. '

1

Also rece1v1ng fire (SA mostly) durlng the operatlon w1

thout«pern .
sonnel casualtles werez . _ 2 RSN SIEER

The MRF’ is rapldly developlng a
program. While Army elemients:tc 5
.!the_essets and the progren;}tseif




‘li;.durlng the* opéraflon whlch_was con Hicted ir
B D:.strlct of Long An Provinc Th, :

:'51_1and1ng beaches‘ln the AO.y

th }“green boats.“’ These leafleﬁs w1l1 be passed out to
'sampans which ATCS. stop.‘for Search and w1ll be_air-dropped in rlverlne SRR
.. opération’ areas’’, Other concepts under development are taped broadcasts,m%ﬁ[‘
"*additional materials for. handlirg out: to. 1ndigenous'personnel durlné
: st0p-and-search and other leaflets. A ‘ o . S

e

_1he onset of the monsoon season w1th the resultlng wet weather has made
the boats much: less habitable. Personal belonglngs are belng damaged

by the rain and’ danpness. In order. tofreduce’ the damage to personal . .
gedr, small water proof duffle bags have been ordered for each member T
of the boat Crev. : . : : :

. “. e " .

The first helo barge for MRF use was delivered to llha Be on 20 July 1967. AR
TTB 78l towed the helo barge to the- MRB onm 22 July. This helo barge will e
further expand the growing capabllltles of the MRF by providing an afloat

landing area for two addltlonal hellccpters u1th an emergency refueling

capability.

As additional defense against fhe RPG 2 (B~h0) mise le, bar armor has
. oeen extended up around the coxswain's platform on one ATC, The armor , S

has been hinged so that the armored doors’ can'be opened, A slot has :
been left in the side to permit firing. the.T) 62MM,guns from the pllot
house. IMinimum interference- ogcurs with: the ‘50 czliber mount. while -
firing forward. Based upon this’ protyotyps tallatlon, present plans~‘;
are to lnstall thls .on all boats. L

751x,wounded in action, 1nclud1ng quadro
Comnanders (one permanently evacuatedg,'
casualties have: been caused’ v
" worth of helmets and body: ario: é ‘ y L
wounds: have béen in face“’arms ‘andlegs™no protect he generalt ~ .. i°
- reaction ofcthe assault! boatidrews to this . ather hlg"percentageaof ' S
" wounded in a short period?ofﬁtime is.tﬂatigi i i fnescapeable part o
the type of *irax We are fightihghi One ‘can eﬁEct’any-trace of‘appre
~hension’ other. thaii a. healthy TS ¢ -danger involved and an-,
‘apprec1at10n of - the ve wiIl to‘ |

The, major _ty of i
hedt’ rounds The
H 'magorltygof

P

Jv“‘prov1ded closg support to: the\Brd Bat

v101n1ty of NRa: Be~by rlverlne'
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. steaming against a. floodlng tide while proceeding “out of the Soi Rap T IS

”‘work withis - Conversatlons with members of’ the VNMD Brlgade staff’ sub- Wi

71’t0 Qhe avallable 1q$elllgencekonbvc locations’ upori which to react w1th

ﬁ‘day old agentflytelligen

J_w1th1n the® 1ntelligencé't1me‘lag coupled by slower reaction: forces

_end coordlnatlon*betweeﬁ hlS task unlt and ' the' Vleunamese Marlnes.- Hax.
statéd-that the«battallon'was,a well organlzed force’ and a. pleasure to

..sequent :to ‘the;operation. 1nd1cated.that they_ were. equally pleased with-
thls 1n1tlal operatlon and- are- anx1ous to Jjodn: the JMRE on future opera~ - "
ions. T AP

C”F ll? recelved word at 1300H on 25 July that thewMRB would relocate

-~ from the” JuncUlon of the Soi Rap and Vam Co Rivers’ to the vicinity of:, .
Dong Tam on 27 July, a’ distance of 61 nauticak miles. At this time the
IRF.was conducting a search and destroy operation in the Can Giouc
District of Iong An' Province. In addition to the Armv riverine ground.
forces, TF-117 was _providing close.support to the 3rd Battalion VIMC.
During the. afternoon of 25 July ground forces were picked up by the
llobile Riverine Force craft and returned uO the MRE, Planning began
immediately for relocation of ‘the MRB and ‘was promulgated on.the morning
of 26 July. Commencing at O200H on 27 July riverine assault craft began
departing the MRB to proceed to minesweeping and patrol statiohs along ‘
the track of the MRB, At 0S50H ‘the last shlp of the force was underway -
end proceeding toward the entrance’ of the Soi Raps,” Because of the
relatively slow speed of the APL tow and the fact that  the ships were

River and an ebbing tide whilé proceedlng up-.the Mekong River, the move -
requlred eleven and a half hours tg complete. This did not delay,
-~ howevery the commencement; of. the?etrlke operatlon in Dinh. Tuong Prov1nce“
on 28 July. . The first units of  TF-117 were underway escorting 3/3hth
Artlllei:v Batges;: at’ OOBOH.a Thue in:just & little cver L8 hours the . *-
‘Mabile Rlverlne ForcE'ﬁas able- "to. relocate a base supportlng 3900 per-
sonnel over-a. dlstance of 61 naﬁtlcal miles and to shift:its combat~
aréa; of ‘operatidns’i; total of 85 nautlcal miles.  This relgcation’ proved
the abllltyaof the MAF Lo reaqt rapidlyifo &' changing situatioh’and]” -
through its: greatfmobillty t%féffecti%ely rediréct it comBat pOWer: over‘
. subgtantial: distances, Thlsqmbbillty enables the® VRF to apply assault
forcee 1ndtﬁe.Delté very rapldly,eand thiS*capabllzty permlts‘a fast-
reactlon to, 1ntelllgence of 3VC: Iocations. Our exnerience w1th<regard

assault¢forces is;that sié¢h 1ntelligence is for -the.- moet‘part éne.to - . .
two and sometlmee three deye;%ld. s Oury ablllty to Ieact to.-this.-less :ET&;'-“
than*timely 1ntelllgence ﬁas resulted in the MRF heving. contact ‘with.
“the, VC'in-every: oﬁe 6f’bur CORONADO operatlons. Each TC. contact has,:
been company*51ze or*larger., 'The- sad part is:‘that, this Jone -t¢- three * .
’is .the! most reliable ave;lable.*'Heretofore s
manduver “aay; from. the reported p051tlon -

"tHe: VC.Have" been: ablé}1

Wé could do even better -with''a’ Péconnaissance capablllty assigned't_zfﬁ;gf}
”the Fbrce.; Contrary'to the belleﬂ of many, the Armw'doee not.ha A




Durlnp the aCthﬂ on 29 July, several boats wereV;ét w1th small arms flre,

rocket and recoilless fire, The. most’ serlously damaged was Monitor. 91—3,

which was hit by a p0551ble claymore, ong Sémm rec0111ess rifle,. and. four
B-LO missiles’, Shrapnel was received:throigh the LOrn 31ght port,’ damageg}

‘the’ 8lmm mortat to the point where it had.to be replaced .destroyed the:
20rm ammunition box. and. loader, and damaged: the. .50 caliber, barrels ..

. No major structural damage to- the boat was sustalned. Hits_ and’ mlnor
damage werereceived: in M*91-l M-91-2, T-91-6 ‘T-91-8, ard Ta 91-10"

Once again the ability of the boat to- absorb punlshment and renaln_ln
operatlon was demonstrated '

_.. .




