19 June 1967 — Operation Coronado

In MY OPINION, some facts to put the 19 June Operation in context:

* The Mobile Riverine Force (MRF), with the combined units of the 2"d Bde, 9t" Inf Div, and the Navy’s Task Force 117 was activated
in early May, 1967 — less than a month before the 19 June operation.

* The MREFs first operation was in Cam Sam on the Mekong River — this operation in the “Snoopy Area” was a major event — then
the MRF moved to and anchorage near Nha Be, a riverport right out of Saigon, where the brigade launched operations into the
northern part of the Rung Sat Special Zone.

* On 18 June the MRF moved to a new base for operations in eastern Long An Province.
 The MRF was new and was having “learning pains” on creating a combined Army and Navy force.

 The Long An terrain was different from the Mekong area we operated in before — key was far more streams and far less foliage
along the stream banks. The lack of foliage allowed the Navy Monitors and ATCs to acquire targets and destroy them.

* In my opinion, every Soldier on the battlefield on 19 June owes a tremendous debt to our Navy comrades.
* Credit must be given to the discipline and competencies of the 5t Nhe Be Battalion.

 They were very, very good.

* They allowed /4-47 to move by their ambush site without firing — waiting for troops in the open.

* They had constructed strong bunkers and spider holes.

* They placed markers throughout the ambush site to facilitate command and control.

* They “humped” in an incredible amount of weapons and ammunition to their site.

 They were adept at “slipping away” during the night of 19-20 between our units.

e Again, they were very, very good.

My purpose in presenting this research it to try to identify locations and movements
on 19 June. Only those who were there can describe what happened at those
locations. The best narrative that | found is The Boys of 67, Key to understanding the
event.

| did find some very conflicting information in the various sources. They key source
is 4-47 Infantry June 1967 After Action Report. Maps of the battle in different
sources different from the official records. Casualties vary from source to source.

Please, if you view the charts overlaid on the 1967 maps, understand that locations
are close, but not exact. It took some interpolation to determine unit locations.

4-47 AAR Sketch of VC ambush site
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There were probably more deaths
in the 2 Dust-Off helicopters that
were shot down — it will take
research to determine if true.

Gia Dinh
Gia Dinh
Gia Dinh
Gia Dinh
Gia Dinh
Gia Dinh
Binh Dinh
Gia Dinh
Gia Dinh
Gia Dinh
Long An
Gia Dinh
Gia Dinh

Gia Dinh
Gia Dinh
Gia Dinh



