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DEPARTMENT OF THE aRMY
HEADQUARTERS, 2ND BRIGADE, 9TH INFANIRY DIVISION
AP0 SAN FRaNCISCO 96372

AVDE-Q?MH.-A 29 upril 1968

SUBJECT: OQperationsl Report of 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division
for Perilod Ending 30 .oril 1968, Report Control Symbol
CSFOR-65 (R1)

TdRUs Commanding General
9th Infantry Division
AP0 Sen Frencisco 96370

TOs assistant Chlef of Staff for Force Development
Department of the .Lrmy
eshington, D, C. 20310

Referencet AR 525-15, dated 26 January 1968

SECTION I
Operations: Significant Lctivities

1, (C) Introduction: The MOBILE 8IV..alhk FOuCk {(MRF) is a Joint
taak force coazrosed of BIVER FLOTILL. OMNE and e¢lements of the 2nd
Brigadc, 9th Infantry Division, Thc .irmy clement "1s composed of
Headquarters and Hcedquarters Comnany, 2nd Brigrde, two infantry
maneuver battnlions, and a direct sup-ort artillery battalion. The
Brigesde's third mencuver battalion is used to provide a security
force at DONG Tk Basc Cemp, Erch mrneuver battelion spends approx-
imately two months with the MEF and then apnroximetely one month
wnder the oper-tional control of Tesk Force Funston at DONG TuM.
The MRF norpally engazes . in strike oper~tions lasting normaily
from one to three deys, During the period covered by this report,
the MRF heos opersted din 8ix provinces of the MEKONG DeLT..i  LONG
Ny GO CONG, DInE TUOHG, XIkd HOw, VINH LONG, and PdOnG DINH., The
2nd Brigode ues involved in ccmbat oBergtions during the entire
period with the cxception of 13 to 1l Februery 1968, when the MBP
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moved from DONG Tal to CaN THO and 4 to 6 March 1968, when the MRF
returned to DONG Tain from Cal TAC. Training was conducted concur-
rently with combst operstions and during periods when the battalions
were rotatcd on base defense at Dong Tem or preparing for futurc
operations,

2, (C) Orzcnizaticny

8, As previously stated in paragravh 1 of this report, the
Army component of the Moblle Riverine Force consists of the Brigade
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, two of 1ts three¢ mancuvey
battalions and a2 dircct suprort artillery bettalion minus one firing
battery, The Brigszde's third mencuver battzlion is employed as a
sccurity force at DONG Tal Base -~ the: 9th Infentry Division Forward
Commend Post. The third ertillery battery is direct support to
this battalion

b. Presently, the Brigadu'®s orxanization for combat 1s  the
resultant of two significeont factors; the first being insufficient
quantity cof bcrthing spaces on the MRF's barrecks ships to accomodate
& thlrd mencuver b~ttalion, and sccondly, the Brigzde's mission of
providing DCNG TsaM Base with a battelion~size sccurity element,
Future (short-range) plans for the MRF provide for the addition of
two Auxiliary Pcrsonnel Barracks, Ships {APB) and onc Auxiliary
Personncl Lighter (APL) to housc =nd trensport the Brigsde's third
mancuver bettalion, alonz with additional berthing for two more
River aAssault Squadrons,:

¢. Thc charccteristics and nature of the MRF, as a "Mobile
Striking Force", are such thet both of the Brigede's mencuver bat-
talions are fully com~itted in offensive initiatives agninst con-
centretions of sizeeble enemy units, In additlon, one mencuver
bettalion is always tasked to vrovide cone Infantry comvany to sceure
the MOBILE RIVERiN® BaSE while the sccond menecuver b-ttalion is
tasked to vrovide up to onc commany to sccure the fire support base
(FSB). Yith thc active narticipation of a third mencuver batt-lion
in MRF cperntions, the MRF would be capable of intensifying its
strikes, with maximum tectlicrl flexibllity to sever encmy routes of
withdrawsl, fix and destroy him,

3, " (C) Personnel ~nd sdministration:

a, Personnel,
(1) Unit Btrengthi The avcrage'asslgncd strenatn of

mo jJor subordinnte units of the Brigade during the period 1 Februoary
thru 15 /ipril 1968 was:
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UNIT OFF  Eif  IOTD
HHC, 2nd Brig~dc 27 115 142
3rd Bn, 47th Infantry 37 697 734
4th Bn, 47th Infantry 4o 704 74
3rd Bn, 60th Infantry 36 670 776
‘3rd Bn, 34th Artillery 41 463 sol

(2) The fi¢ld manecuver strength of cesch Anfantry bat-
talion was approximately threo-~fifths (3/5) of 1ts assigned strengh,
The remaining personnecl Were involved in administrative and other
matters such a8 hospitalizetion, dctails, R&R, leave, Ain trensit,
sick call, profiles and light dutiecs as a result of wounds, To ime
prove and Aincrease the ficld mancuver strength, comranders and thelr
staffs wore dircoted to initiate aggressive administrative mecasures
to imvrove their personncl manngement programs.

(3) Casucltiecs as & rcsult of hostlle action for the
period (1 February thru 15 .pril 1968) werc as follows:

uar FERIOD WE.  KE.  ME
37d Bn, 47th Inf 1 thru 29 Feb 128 18 0
1 thru 31 Mar 71 8 1
1 thru 15 .ipr 68 16 0
4th Bn, 47th Inf 1 thrp 29 Feb 75 9 0
1 thru 31 Mer 108 10 (4]
| 1 thru 15 apr 91 15 0
jrd Bn, 60th Inf 1 thru 29 Feb 197 22 o
1 thru 31 Mer 70 12 0
1 thru 15 .ipr. Ly 7 0
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et S e i e s

(4) Totzl crsunlties as a result of hostile action for
the period weros

KHa WH. MH»
117 852 1

b, Jdministration,
(1) Awcrds and Decorations,

‘Number of .werds and Decorations recommended,
{pending apvrovel)

CMH __ 1 DFC —2 oCN (V) __ 8l
DsC ___9 Sh _ 18 «CH _210
Ss  __g97 BS (V) _212 OTHEAS  ___ 31
IM __ o BS 59

{(2) To minimize reqQuirements for troops to return to
the divisionheadquartors to solve personcl ~nd administrotive probtlems,
represent-tives of the dilvision special staffs were attnched to tho
Brignde to augment its administrative capabilitica, The staff repre-
sentetion consists of a r stal scetion, finance team, public inform-
ation dctachment and a re-enlistment NCO. " Periodicnlly, other teams
such as .G, J..G and IG orce dispatched from division to scrve the
troops a8 required,

(3) Insufficlent sdministrative transvortotion
imparocd the attainment of timely responscs and services concerning
postal activities, administrative nersonncl movement, and other ad-
ninlistrative requirements, Individu-ls orrticlonting in a five dey
out of country R&R could be e¢xpeocted to be absent from thelr unit
for a period of ten to thirteen days due to inadequate transportation
ossets and/or arrangements, Closce ~nd eXtonsive coordinantion is
oregcntly being undertaken to reducc and subsequently eliminate
the notcd problem areas,

(4) Herlth remnined "exeellent" throughout the pericd,

d
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The Brignde's m-~lario rote wos extremely low and most of the man-
days lost were due to toot problems. 4« surgle:l facility with a
30 bed oapncity wos instnlled on one of the barreck ships (USS.
Colleton).” This frollity is use primarily as a medicel clearing
stntion for tho¢ MRF. '

(5) Moralc roemnined "o¢xeellent™ throuzhout the period,
Excellent livins conditions cocunled with outstanding lc=dershiv,
cnd continuous success dvring combrt operrtions contributed towerd
maintaining on extremely high stote of morcle throughout the command.

(6) Since the conception of the NOBILe AIVEKIWE FOACE,
numerous vieitiors (both military and civilian), have visited the
MRF to vicw its features and fnclilities, To dete, the majority of
these visits have buen - bencfledlnl to the MRF, in that rccognition
is gilven to 1ts prst accommlishments and present requirements., Per-
sonncl rcesources were occasionally diverted from other missions in
prepardtion for visitors; however, the diversion did not. scverely
affect the accomplishment o theilx missions.

4, (C) Intrlligences

8, Thc ¢nemy forces, order-of battle and dispositions,
prior to cnch combrt operction of the Brighde arce »nresented in
paregravh.cight of thc Comb 't after .ction Revort attached as in-
closures to this Operntionel Report,

b, Durinz the revorted period, the enemy continued to
scleet the time, loc-tion and conditions for decleive combat cngago-
ments with friendly foreces, He furthcr demonstroted his will to
accopt combnt only when he occupled well orepared defensive positions
and/or during late verliods in the afternoon, This reporting period
was charncterized by a significcnt incrcasce 1in his emiloyment of
automatic wedpons and in the calibers of diroct and indirect fireo
weapons., Encmy raid type operctions increascd agalnst isol-
atced firce bases and distriet towns.

¢, The Viet Cong's psychologic~l warfarc ¢ffort, that of
rcorulting and prosclyting activitics directed against the rural
population, inereased significently, concurrénf@ywith his threets
against major urb'n arces. Indicetions arc that the enemy is con-
centrating on controlling the rurcl population,

Ik
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d. Comolete reoxgeniz:tlon of enemy forces has also occure
red during the period of this remort, Intcllisonce indicatcs that
all Main Forcc and Proviacial Mobile Battclions have split into at
least two elements, Thls, coupled with the increesed recruiting
efforts has' allowed him to increesc.his cffective combot strength-
by approzinately onc-third, recovering the losscs of: the TET
period, These troops, hovever, are not the equivalent ocliber of
those lost, It i1s 1lpntcresting to notce that District Compahics arc
recently referred to as Battsllons with the probsoble intention of
oreating an atmosphere of additional strength, In almost all casces,
the strongth of the company has notv significently inoreasod, Thore
have becn numerous revorts of NV units opersting or passing through
KIEN TUONG Province and massing along thc LONG ., KIEN TfUONG and
DINE TUONG border area, The cnemy 1s attempting o°n cconomic stran-
gulation of provinclasl towns and %o dieiupt the cconomlc stadbility
of the present GVN, There are incrcasing renorts of underground
political orgenizational mectings in order to prepare for the even-
tual takc over of the governmment, More rceently the enemy has been
concentrating his efforts in treining troops and resupply activities
with less emphasis on stand-off rocket and mortar attecks, ..1s0
there has been an increase in swinmmer/sapper and sapper activity.:

6, Infarm2ftion and intelligence 1s ¢xchanged 1liberally
botween all ageneies and the Brigade by mezns of liaison offloeers,
message traffic, and personal (staff) coordinntion and lieileon,
Significant intellizence information/materizl was obteined from
the following sourcesy the 9th Militory Intclligzence (MI) Detachment
loceted at DONG T.M, Prisoners of war (POV's) and ‘sympathizers, 7th
LARVN Division agent net, 525th MI Dctachment, Field informetion re-
ports from Naval Intelligenco Lialson 0ffice, spot revorts, intclle
igencc summariecs, and olectronlc mesns, In most .coscs, information
and intelligence werc not particularly cffective because they wore
not timely.

f, Eneny copedbilities and limitations ¢xhiblited during
the reporting perliod romein the sang, The onemy retains the
capability of conductinz platoon and company slze attacks on out-
posts and villages as well as battelion size attecks on District
and Provinciel Towns and military instellations, Ee cen also con-
duct stand-off mort-r ond rocket harassing attacks,Indications are
infiltrztion, prosclyting and resupnly activity will also continue
on a large scalc, 1in additlon to the intcrdiction of mojor lines
of communicntions, His desire to gnin control of rurel population

METD ENTTAL
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Wwill continue to bc a priority mission, even though he is not cap-
able of maintaining the desired degree of political and milltary
control, Desoite his militrry cnd politicel objectives, the cnemy
rema2ins vulnernble to mnssed ‘artillery fire, acerlal observation and
€lcctronic survelllence, Considering the enemy's capablilities it
18 thought th~t hls possible courses of action will include contin-
ued recrultment, troining ~nd resuoply ~ctivities, in addition to
the initiation of nttocks agcinst minor torgets in strength, inten-
8ifying harassment of mojor lincs of communicetions ~nd military
inst~llations, If at all feasible, the cnemy will initiate an
offensive on the same scnlo as his TET offensive,

5. (C) Combrt Oper-~tions: ‘4 summ~tion of thc concept and cxecution
of ¢nch of the Brignde opcerntions is presented as follows:

a., Oper~tion COBONaDO X.

(1) Detesi 18 Joanuery thru 12 Februory 1968,

(2) Missiomi To conduct ‘riverine, scerch and clear,
patrolling cnd interdictery oncrntions before, durinz and after
tho TE? Truce, in Giso Duc District, DINH TUONG Province, and My 4n
District, East KIEN PHONG Province; to locate, fix ~nd destroy cnemy
forces before and after the Truce period end to deny or disrupt
enemy lincs of communicotions during the Truce,

. (3) Loc-~tiont DIWH TUONG Province, and KIEN PHONG
Province, Republic of Vieimam,

{4) Commandors Coloncl Bert i, David,
(%) Forces involveds
(o) TS,
1 2nd Brigode, 9th Infantry Division.

2 - Task Forece 117 « U.S. Navy clement,
(b) Otherss 7th .RVN Division

OO ETDEN 774 L
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(6) Concept and executicom

(a) Secec Inclosure # 2 (Combat Oper-tions After
Action Report CORON.DO X),

(b) The latter perlod for which this Combat
After sction Renmort is prepared colneldes with the beginning of the
TET offensive, The Brigade operated durlng the offensive in three
general arcasy MY THO and 1ta ¢nvirons; the areca around Csl LaX,
and 1n VINH LONG and the ayens south ond west of the city., Fronm
29 Jonu-ry thrv é Februcry:r the Brig-de accountced for 252 VC killed
(by body count) at o loss of 11 US. killed, On Il Janu~ry the
Brigade, minus one company (which devloyed to VInd LONG airfield)
moved from the R.Cd BUONG to MY THO city. Following beach
asscults on 1 February, the Briz~de undertook to clerr the western
portion of the city of 21l encpy c€lements, and within thirty-six
hours 1t hnd comnleted 1ts mission, On the 2nd of Fcbruary the
the Brigrde moved into the CGeol LuY arca to ocut off ecnemy escape
routes and eng~ge c¢nemy elements moving into the k70 Base area, On
5 February it relocated to VINH LONG, wherc for the next throe days,
beforc roturning to ~nother searéh and clear mission north of MY
THO, 1t cngaged and destroycd major clements of the VC 306th MF
Battalien, re¢lieved cnemy pressure on the eity from the south, and
reopened mrjor wntcrways extending south from the TIEN GILNG River,

b, Opcration CORON.DO X1,
(1) Datcss 13 Februnry thru 4 Merch 1968,

(2) Missioms Conduct riverine, alrmobile, scarch and
swecp: opernitions in Cul RuNG District, PHONG DINH Provinco to locate
fix nnd destroy olements of VC 303, 306 and 309 ME Bn*ttalion ard
T4Y DO. Battalion I and II 4n zone,

(3) Loc~tion: FPHOKG DINE Province, Republic of
Victnam,

(#) Commandcrs Coloncl Bert i, David,
(5) TPorces involved:

{a) US:

CONET D EATTAL
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1 2nd Briz-de, 9th Inf-ntry Division.
2 Tagk Forec 117 - U.S. Navy c¢lement,
(vt} Otherss 21st .LRVN Division,
(6) Ccncept and execcution

- (a) Sce Inclosurc # 3 .Comb~t Opur tions ufter
.ction Report CORON.LDO XI).

(b) Opuration CORON.DO XX, as originclly conceiv-
¢d, would be conducted in threc phases involving deployment, ¢mploy-
ment and redeployment of the Mobile Riverine Force, Tho first
phose consisted of deoployment of the MAF from DONG T.. to Culi THO,
after vhich both army and Navy c¢lements were emnloyed in tactical
over~tions, The emnioyment nhase terminated with the redenloyment
phasc¢; Wherefore the MRF returned to the DONG TulM aren,

(c) During the period 13 Februcry thru 3 March,
the MRF anchored off CaN THO and the Brignde oper ted continuously
in Cul B.NG District, PHONG DINH Province, Oper~tion COBOW.DO XI
bcgnn with the implementation cf OPORD 15-68 and e¢mployment of
Wwaterborne ‘Riverince) insertions of Inf-ntry units along the BAGH
CuaN THO. During subsequcnt operations, the MAF c¢ngozcd Vicet Cong
Main Force Batt~lions which h~d massced on the uestern periphéry of
C.N THO city, These oper tions accounted for 297 7C killed (by
body count) resultinz from = serics of riverine ~nd cirmobile ine
sertions and sweens throughout difficult terraln vwest and south-
west of the city. On 22 February the MAF made its deecpest southern
penctr-tion into PLCHG HIEP District where it cng~ged headquarters
and suvvort elements of the VC MB III Headquarters nlong the KINH
SAINTENOY. 1In six hours of fighting thc MRF accounted for 66 encmy
killed at o loss of three wounded, Complete tactionl surprise was
ochieved when c¢lements of the VC compony securing the MAE II1I Hend-
Quarters were caught unsware by the MRF deployment gome 20 miles
inland from the BaSSuC River,

(d} On 24 February, the MEF c¢mployed the cordon-
and-gsearch technique to scal off the island of CU LaD MY; close to
the castcrn shore of the BuSsuC River, ten kilometers south of CalN
THO. Lnrge-scnle Navol porticination established the cordon by
dcovloying River .ass2ult Cr-ft (R.C) zround the island before dewn,
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The Brig-~de's mnncuver brttalions (3-47th and 3-60th Infantry, wcere
introduced into the northern and southerm cnds of the island, rose
peotivelys & complete gsearoh of isl-nd followed, The inhabitants
were direoted to go tc onc of twWo collection points estoblished on
the islond, Buefgre tho oporhtion’ wna complcted 435 detolnees were
processeds two vere cl*ssiflad as POY's' and 23 were olassgificd as
civil defendents, In 2ddition 49 bunkers were destroyed, Tho jJoint
cordon and su-~rch onerntion represented o slgnificont innovation in
MBRF opcrntions,

(e) Combat oporetions in Oper-tion CORON.LO XI
termin~ted on 3 M~rch 1968, at which time the MRF redeployed from’
C.N THO to the vicinity of DONG TuM. The cper-tion terminoted on
L March 1968 with the MRF nssuming o Bapid Ruaction Force¢ (RRF)
mission while rotating two of the Brigndc's mancuver battalions. The
3-#7th Infrntry deberked from the US Ship Colleton and the 4-l47th
Infrhntry started ombarkation aboard the some

c. Operation TRUONG CONG DINH,

(1) Datesy 7 March 1968 thru Prescnt,

(2) Missionst 1In coordinntion nnd cooperntion with
elements of the 9th Inf-ntry Division (U,S.) and 7th iBVN Division,
conduct tacticnl operctions in cast, south centrnl and centrsl
TINH TUONG Province to locate, f'x and destroy cnemy e¢lements in
ZONC ¢

(3) Loc~tion: DIl.. TUONG Provincc, Republic of
Vietnam,

(%) Commrndery Coloncl Bert .4, Dnvid,

(5) Forces involved:

(2) US:s

[y

1 2nd Brig~de, 9th Infantry Division,

2 Taak Forvo 117 - U.89. Novy clement,

3 Elcmont of 1st Brigndc, .9th Infantry Divisi
(b)) Others 7th LRVN Division

(6) oncept a ecu
I DEA T A L
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{2) SceInclusurc ¥ 4 (Combzt Operations sfter
«aCtlon Report Laulhe CCwG DINA) (Thase 1)

(b) Cper-tion TaUCuG CONG LINh, o combined ..RVN/
US oper~tioh, comprised scveral tactic-l oper~tions in Liwa TRUOONG
Frovince, IV Corps Toctic -l Zone, The 7th ..HVN Division participated
in of “¢nsive operntions with elements of the 9th Infantry Division
2nd the MRF to locate nnd destroy enemy c¢lements within the Province,
Cne of the 9th Infantry Division's missions w-s to protect the
englneer ¢ffert and improve security along route 4 which i1s the
cconmrmic lifc-linc of the Dcltn’s inh-bit-nts ~nd 2 prime interdic-
tion t-rgct of the eneny,

(c} The MRF's particlopotion in operation TauONG
CCNG DLIha commeneced on 7 Mrrch 1968, with the Lfaplement-tion of
MRF OPOHD 20-68, The m-ncuvey battnlions were deﬁloyed by riverine
acvenent into Cilo .G District, c¢..st DINa TUONG Province to conduct
reconnalssnnce=-in-force over~tions ~nd destroy cnemy elements in
zonce, The Brigrde®s initinl overction wos omended when intelligence
reports of concentroted enenmy cetivity in on ~dj~cent oree coused
redenloyment/emnloytent of the mnneuver brttolions, Subsequent oper-
ations were initi-~ted ~s the Brig-de's nren of oncration (..0) wos
cxtended Yest ~nd into centr~1 DINH TUCKG Province,

{d) During the first week of oper-tion TalOnG
CONG DINH, the Brig-de est-blichied contnet with cleczints of the
261lst and 263rd VC Battalions, ~nd possibly the Si4th VC Brttalion
~5 vcll, These “contncts" were never exnloited to a prefound result,
duc to the nonavrllnbility of sufficicnt troop resources required
te vrovide the commender vith tactical flexablility., The cenemy
would frequently rermnin concetled until 1ate 1in the afternoon, ond
then he would cng-ge friendly forces with ho~vy volumes of fire,
The encmy knows thrt he c¢~n ¢st~blish contact quickly ~nd then
withdr~w ~t his wilY undcr the cover of darkness,

(¢) The remoinder of the m~nth of Morch saw
1ittle signific nt c¢nemy cont-ct, Eng-gements were fregquent, but
insubstantial, Intelligence remorts continued to confirm the encny's
prescence in ~rees nccessible to the Moblle Riverine Foreogy but the

i1
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enemy was never entrapped in large units,

d, Gencr~l, Durinz the period 1 February 1968 to 31
March 1968, the 3rd Brtterlion, 34th artillery, utilizing A Battery
in an alrmobile and lend-moblle configur~tion and B and C Batterices
in a waterborne configurrtion, participoted in 17 different oper-~
ations, responded to 2567 fire missions and fired 95,514 rounds,

(1) Viet Corng ambush: On the night of 31 Jenurry 1968
end o~rly morning of 1 February 1968, B and C Briteries and Bettaw
lion Herdquarters were ambushed on the RACH RUCLG Call, after ox-
trocting from Firc Support Bases Floridn (XS990551)' end Alabamn
(XS9bks503), Friendly casunlties were 1 WIA from the 1097th boat
company, 1 WIA artillery, and 1 XIA from naval escort,

(2) Sust-ined omerational movement:s On 12 February
1968 the Mobile Riverine Force vwns enz ged in operctions in the Ap
Bac arca of DINH TUOKG Province, The borge artillery, consisting
of Battnlion Headquorters ond B 2nd C Botteries, had established a
fire support base at thce LONG DINH Bridsze vicinity (XS381495), The
order for c¢xtroction Was issued nnd ot approxim-tely 1300 hours the
battelion vr~s crdered back to its brse in DONG TuM. The oxtraction
was initinted, hovwever prior to closing into DONG Tal the unit was
diverted and given the mission to deploy immedintely to. CaN THC
vicinity (WRB590135), Resupn»ly bonts vwere dispatched from the
column into DONG T4M while the main body procecded West on the
MEKCONG RIVER townrds CalN THO. A 5000 gnllon diescl refueler tanker
was procured ond londed cn a LCH-8 bo-t for boct refueling whlle in
route, The naval escort joined the ~rtillery convoy a short time
after refucling in DONG TaMe The c¢ntire movement took apvrozimetely
30 hours and the LCM-8 boats did not ¢xncricnce ~ny mejor malntene
ance problems, Vater navigation especinlly during the night hours
was no hinderance and all clements of the column remained in commun-
lcnticns nnd arrived a2t their destination, The accemplishment of
this long susttincd movement without prior notice opens the possib-
111ty of suniorting oper~tions in the extreme southern aoreocs of the
MEKONG DELT. where it would be difficult to emploce regular land
based artillery,

(3) Adrmobility of the borge artillery. On the morn-
ing of 20 Pebrunry 1968, C Bottery wos informed to prepare for an
airmoblle oper~tion from the fire sunsort bose near the CalN THO
Airficld (WRBS3114) to PIONG DINH Province (WR9U47726)., Alrmobile
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equipment to include a 1/4 ton truck and 3/4 ton traller were flown
in from DONG TaM on the evening of 20 February 1968, The battery
prepnred for the operntion on 21 February 1968 and it was decided to
1i1ft all equinment, wlth the cxeoption of the fire direction center
vehicle, from the barges themselves, At 0100 hours 22 February 1968
the bntt~lion along with both batteries (B & C) displaced from the
CAN THO Airficld site and procceded to & beaching site vicinity
WR961997, This move was made for tactical remsons ard to expodite
the alriift by providing & shortor turn around time for the CH-47
heliconters. The battery beached in position at 0645 and was anchor-
ed by 0700, The firet aircruft sortic arrived ot 0710 for the
battery commander and his party of 33 men, The remolning sorties
arrived at 0800 hours, The battery closcd into 1ts airmobile .site
at 0930 hours and wns complctely lald and ready to fire at 1030
hours, Many problems were cncountered on this first alrlift such
as carly arrival of sortics and an occupation site which would not
support the howitzer brses (a new one wrs seclected upon arrival),
The operntion 1llustrnted the versatility of barge artillery., The
actual pickup of the guns ond equivment wns mode direcctly from tho
berge decks, Inltinl Clnss V and resupply sortics were lifted off
the decks of th¢ MRB LST, The accomplishment of this airmobile
mlssion demonstrated thazt deep penetrotidns into the MEKONG DELTA
con be accemplished by airliftinzg ortillery in the above manner,

(4) Land denloyment of bottalion operations centérs
During the loter part of March thc 2nd Brignde conducted oporations
in DINH TUONG Province north of MY THO, Since the mancuvering eleme
ents denloyed o consldernble distrnece inlond, it was not feasible
to emoloy the barge artillery batterics (B & C)o A5 o result' &
Battery and the Battalion He dqunarters and Oper~tions Center deploy-
cd by rond at dawn to the soccer ficld south of Tan Hiep on Route
L (XS474551), The road mnrch took apvroximetely 1 1/2 hours and
procecded without incidont, Duster eclements (twin 40mm cannons on

tracks) 2and quad 50 caliber machine ‘gun vehicles were employed as

FSB sccurity sleons with two platoons of infantry. Cermand burikors
were built., Durinz theiz constructizn tho fires of artillery. from- -
£irc sup~ort b~scs At TulN HIEF, T..N .N =nd BIaN PHUOC wore controlled
By the usc of r-dics nounted in three § ton trucks, Headauarters

2nd Brigade was co<=loc:ted with the artillery battalion headquarters,

{(5) Enemy mort-r att~-eck én Brig~de FSBs In the early
morning hours of 9 Mnrch 1968 the Brigade and Artillory Battalion
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and B Bottery wero mortared at Fire Support Base Hnlloran (XS576408),
Two artillery db-rges were destroyed along with four M102 howitzcrs,
Bravo Bottery had 1 KIA and 6 WIA,

e, Tactics nnd Techniques, The misslons ossigned the
Brignde during the revorting period were search and clerr, search
and destroy, and cordon 2nd search missions ag-inst VC guerrilla
and Main Force units within the Delto, The Mobile Riverine Force,
of which the Brigede represents the Army complement, is ideclly
suited for its role in eliminating thce e¢nemy in the MEKONG DELTa.
To accomplish the Brigcde's assigned missions and defeat the cnemy
in his environment, the Brignde mnde maximum use of the mobillty
provided by the ships and boeats of Task Foree 117 to insure that
full supnort for Infantry Bettolilons wias provided during operations,
Within hours of recceipt of movement orders, the ships and boats of
TF 117 carried the Brigode's combat and combnt support €lements in-
to AD's locrted virtunlly throughout the centrel Delta ares, Upon
cmployment of the Infrntry clements within the A0, Naval boets of
the task forec¢ provided dircct =nd indirect fires to the mancuver-
ing ¢lements, in addition to establishing blocking mositions on
waterways adiccent to the AO,

{1} Taetics, The tactics cmployed included reconnnls-
sance-in-force operntions (formerly titled, scarch nnd destroy),
cordon amd 8c~rch and comb~t alr 2assnults,

(o) Rceconnnissence-in-forcer Both b~ttalions of
the Brignde concucted c¢xtensive reconnailssance-in-force operations,
When alrmoblle assetes were avalleble, the bottalions air as-
saulted into multiple londing zones, and once on the ground, they
began sweoplng on tWwc or more axes viith a comnany size force on
each axie All componlies were normally kept within sunworting or
relnforcing distance of ¢~ch other, This technique of sweeplng an
area, providcd tho Battalion Commander the flexibllity to reinforce,
attack or cncircle nn encmy forc: once a comvany made contact,

(b) Cordon and search, The conduct of £ Joint
Army and Navy cordon ~nd scrnrch operntion was one of the highlight-
ing featurcs of comtat operntions conducted during this reporting
period, The charncteristics of this type of operation have demon-
stroted a unique technique of the MBF, 1In 2ddition to ®sealing off®
am aren, the asscult suonrort natrol boats of the MRF arc positioned
to reinforece/support infantry clements during thelr seorch. with
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both indirect and direct firces,

(¢) Combat air asscults, Oper-tions during this
period continucd to i1llustr-~tc thrt ~irmoblle assets, vhon resdily
available, may influence the coursc of a tneticnl situ-~tion, Combat
alr assaults complemented riverine operctions and made more effec-
tive the introduction of Hopid Re~ction Porces into AO's to roin-
force o unit in cont~ct, exnlolt thce ecrnemy situction, ~nd e¢stablish-
€d blocking positions. The Brignde nlso expanded its cmployment
renge Within AO's by emrloying its e¢lements Ain somb~t ailr assaults,
During scveral operc~ticns, battnlions and compnnies conduoted river-
ine movement to plck-up zonus (PZ2's) located ner aoceessible woter-
ways wWhencu thoy prepered for amd exeocuted airmoblle assaults into
the A0, The comblnation of riverine and nirmobille deployment per
mitted the Brigrde to introduce its fighting clements into areas
where existing wrterwanys were not navigrble, Frequently, PZ's wore
co-locnted with fire supnort bascs) from these PZ's one battalion
conducted a rapld zirlift inte landing zones which tactically come
plemented beach loc~tions for the other batt-olion,

(2) Tcchniques,

(2) "Eagle Float"™ -~ This tcehnigue involves om-
ploying infontry c¢lements on Armored Troop Carriers (ATC's) in
waterways adjacent to ond within the A0, A4 scries of multiple in-
sertions are made at rondom, ~nd not at presclectcd loeations, to
deccive the cnemy as to the true arcs of intended beaching (assault
landing), This tcchnique also permits the commn~nder to exploit
targets of orportunity which develop during deployment to the objee-
tive area,

() Another new technique which ¢nheonces tho
Brig-de's capnbilities is onc which Navy bonts {monitors and/or
ASPB's) emnloy during movement of troops through waterways ~nd
canals, This technique is sinilar to the rolc armored covalry plays
in 1ts oconduct of route reconnnissance missions, It involves sta-
tioning o Riverine Assaul®t Reconnaissecnce Element (BARE) in the van
of convoys of troop=loden ATC's, The RARE dircots reconneissance
fires into likely ambush positions and has frequently droawn ¢nemy
fires from the bonks of c¢c~nals being transited, Its fire power
1s substontinl and more thnn sdequrte to suppress fires from cncmy
posltions when and Af they are deteoted,
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, (¢) Employment of Fire Supvort Bases (FSB), The
artillery FSB (floeting bargo-mounted artillery and Forward Brigede
Command Post) 1s always movcd into its eupport position at the
letest possible time, and i1ts movement 48 planncd as much as possible
alonz routes which lead into more then onc possible arca of opcra=-
tiona, The artillery fire supiort basce are sited where thelr range
wWill provide coverage to morc than onc area of concentrction, It
is not until the actual cntrance of the riverine ascault oraft and
thelr cmbarked infentry that the cnemy oan be surce where the foree
18 20ing, Tho foregoing is a "technique" the refincment of which
has materially helped the infentry to echieve surprise in an arca of
operations, When self-propelled artillery units nre eamployed in
support of the Brigade to reinforme i1ts fires, Landing Craft Utillity
(LCM) are uscd to deploy the artillery units by riverine movement to
cither a FSB or to a beach site from whence the units conducts s
Xgerland movement to presclected FSB which affords covercge of the

6. (0) Treininm

&, During bricf ptriocds, wien the Briarde rotated its
mancuver battelions and/or vrepared for future combot opitretions,
treining was confucted in arcas demending improvement noted during
previous operations, Commeond cmphosis was placed on smell unit
tactics and weaponry., All clements of the Brignde held training in
earc, cleaningz, maintcnence and inspection of the M16 Rifle, :ieapons
training included zeroing of individuol weapons, and zcroing, borc-
sighting and familjarization firing of other orzznic weapons,

b, The Brigade also conducted treining in "Flamc™ and Riot
Control Agent "CS* (m-loyment technigues, Flame treining was con-
ductvcd to famillarize persornnel with the M7A2 Portable Flame Thrower,
end mcthods of fixinzg ~nd firinzg thickened fuels, Traininzg ccnducted
on Riot Control Agcnt - CS emnloyment, durina tactical operations,
cemphesized teehniques for employinz the 8 (16 tube) Tactioel €S
Louncher and the E158 Tacticnl €S Cennister Cluster,

(1) Navy clemenes of the MRF experimented in mounting
E8 Leunchirs on turrcts of thelr asssult boets., This tcchnique,
though not yet cmmloyed in actual combrt, would ccmplement Naval
fire cmoloyed ag-inst likely ambush positions cstoblished on or neer
weterways, This emnloyment technique is =lso cenpatle of routing
encmy forces from fortified fighting positions on or in closc prox-
imity to beaching sites,
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(2) Battalion commanders and their staffs were famll-
jarized with tcchniques of ¢mnlaying the E158 Trctical CS Cennister
Cluster to complemcnt direct and indirecct supnorting fires, Instruc-
tions were eldc presented in delivery and arming procedurcs, As a
result of the comm~nders® expresscd interest in this munition,
E158's are¢ prepositioncd abo-rd the logisticnl ship and at the
Brigede's FSB for immedinte pick-up and employment,

7s (C) oglsgtics:

4, Genoral, Loglstics surport for the 2nd Brigede 1is
cherceteristis of the force which 1t supnorts. Army loglistics arc

. insoparable from Navy logistics within the Moblle Biverinc Force,

.. Overall resvonsibility. (per Army/Navy agreement) for logistical sup-
port cf the Mobiiec Riverine Force " 18 with the Navy, This concept/
thoory and practice have come closer together through the months,
The theory of naval logistics support was prompted by a desire to
provide the composite (Army/Navy) strike force with regular high
volume flow regordless of the locntion of the operating base, This
theory (of maintaining a water LOC) hos proved to be both an assct
and a 1iability to thc MBF, The Nevy is supported by the Army
through the 34th Support Group and the ist Logisticel Command at

. VUNG TAU, Logletics support within the 2nd Brigade is provided by

¥ o torward det~chment of 9th Supply and Treonsport-tion Battallon which

. 1s locnted abosrd the support Lamding Ship, Tank (LST) within the
Moblle Biverine Basc, and by o detachment of the 709th Maintenance
Battalion which 18 loc-ted abo~rd the US8 Askeri, Sunnlies are
sont by a resupoly LST from VUNG TAU to the Mobile Riverine Base
locrted ot any suitable anchoragc in the MEKONG DELTA; they are then

- off-londed onto the MRB's orgnnic sup~ort LST and placcd under the

‘ control of 9th 8 & T Dctachment (Forword). By ecxccption, the 2nd

5 B:igadc nlso reccives sunnort from 9th 6 & T Battalion at CAMP

B MARTIN COX., TOE items and criticel shorteges arc obtnined through

. S & T, dircctly from CAMP MARTIN COX or after subsequent shdpment

. to DONG TaM Besc, During the rcporting pcriod, almost ~11 classcs
of supply werc delivered from VUNG T.U by rcsupply LST. Several

o o.ccptions occurred vhioh roquircd assistance from higher hcadquare
tert to elimlnatc speoific critionl shortnges in II and IV itema, 1
Fatigues and jungle beoots were dolivercd from CAMP MaBTIN COX,
through DONG TaM, to the MBB to ruliove critical short-ges, Becausc
of the tempo of operations during tho reporting period, certain
tomporary shortages in Class I and Class V items occurreds these
shortages were also dealt with on an exception brsis.
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b, During the remorting period toctionl operttions were
intcnsificd duo to the chemy TET offensivos logistical activitics
" increased concurrently, Greoter volumes of suppnlies and maintenance
¥ere handled thon in previous periods, Normelly, approximately ten
days of sunplies are maintained aboard the support LST to mect ro-
quirencnts of the Army and Navy, Thcse includes a three-day saf¢ty
level which allews fdr changes or delays in the resupply schodule
from VUNG TaU., The stockage objective. for Class V items mairitained
abcard the supnort LST was incrensed by approximately 258, and 3,249
tons of all closscs of supply were handled the s T detachment
abonrd the LST, Of the 3,249 tons of supplics, 2,778 tons or 85%
Were (Maags V- supplics and 391 tons or 12% of the tonnagc ¥eIre oper-
ational Class I suypplica, Thc massive volume of Class V consisted
of nerrly 63% 105mm artillery requiremcnts for the firing batterics
of tht 3=34th Artillery. The remaining small tonnage consisted of
Class 1II, II nnd IV items; Clnss III products were handled directly
by thc'havy. Large volumes of Class III (AVGAS and -MOGAS) arrive
at the MBB for use by thce Army ¢lementsg, and are issuud directly to
ustng units from floating rcfuclers or tonkers,

¢s Internal Supply ~nd Rcsunvly,

(1) 411 cl-spes of sunply are stocked, on board the
aupport LST from which the two waterborne manouver bottslions re-
quisition through the 9th 8 &'T Detachmont, The third mancuyer
battalion 8f the Brignde also has bogun to channel suprlics through
the LST 4in anticipntion of the Brigade's plans for cmployi all
threce maneuver battrlions with the MAF, Although supplies (TOE and
individual rcplacement Items) for this battalion have clready entor-
ed 1nto the system, Class I, III, V, and expendeoblc II and IV dally
operational Ltems are not includcd, These supplics are obtajned
through DONG TaM,

(2) Resupvly within the Brignde varics accerding to
the operationnl requircments and the transportation aveilable. Two
.o B2JOr meTns wWere used with many variations, 3Baslcally, combat units
,¥ere cither resunnlied by boat cr by helicopter, Depending on cir-
cumsthnccs, units were somectimes rcgsupnlled directly from the support
“*LST by helicopter, or the supplies were pre=-staged at a dosignated
_“locetion (either by boat .or hclicontcr) and ‘then flown to tho combat
‘uts, A combinotion of direct airlift from the LST and stagling
8ites was used with success, The staging sitc was gecnerally withe
in tho ares of a sccurcd Fire Supnort Basc or at some fixed install-

CONEFTODENTIAH L

/31
18




17 KON ETOEN TV A a

AVDE-47MH-A 29 April 1968

SUBJ=CT: Operationn). Report of 2rnd Brig-de, 9th Infantry Division
for Pericd Ending 30 April 1968, Renort Control Symbol
CSFOR-65 (R1)

ation such ns VINH "ONG, CiN THO, or DONG TuM, Resupnly boat was
often augmented by use of Boston Whalers to bcach supnlics for walt-
ing units, In any ecvent, resunnly by boot can be ¢f “ected oaly AT
the units are 1lc ~ted close to a navigable watcrway,

d, Material and Scrvices,
(1) Supply.

(a) Class I+ A totol of 346,064 mesls (combat
individual) were issued, reflecting a penk operntional period for
both Army and Navy c¢lcments, On two occasions Class I stocks of
"C" rations diminished to the c¢xtent that it wos nccessnry to obtain
a resupply from the 1st Logisticnl Commond at CAN THO and the 9th
S & T at DONG TaM. Operational raetions were supnlenented by issue
of 46,742 cans of chocolate milk and 178 "ka® sunary p-cks,.

{(b) Class ITI and IVy The MRF drew items of IT
and IV supplics from VUNG T.U, CaMP MARTIN COX and DONG TuM. The
bulk of thcese ftems wos obtcoined from VUNG TaUs A number of criti-
cal short~ges in individual clothing and cquipment ovcurred during
the early phase of the rcported period, However, almost all short-
2ges hod beon relieved by the ¢nd of the period, Some of the short~
ages resulted from o heevy influx of personnel reploacements in Deo-
cember and Janurry, These short~ges had no scverc impoct until
loecal sources were devleted., The only shortoges which were not
completely relicved were small regular trousers, and 10R jungle
boots. It 1s anticipnted that these items will arrive near the end
of this reporting period,

{c) Cless III: No significant probluems wWere op-
counterced, although 2 Navy AVGAS tanker was sunk by encmy fire on
15 April, AL The AVGAS tonker is used to refuel Army H-23 helicopters
in the area of operations to pminimize “down-time" for refucling.,

(d) Class Vi These sunrlics presented no
problems during the reported period, From time to time brief short-
ages were oxporienced which required assistance from 1st Log Command
or 9th Division Sumvort Comm-nd Forw~rd at DONG TaM, Shortnges
Wwere coused by higher expenditures during the VC TET offensive,
Required londs were reconstituted in all cases and oapcrstions were
not advcrsely affected,
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(e) Yater: .Fresh w-ter is produced by
chlorination and distillotion processes on board ¢ach barrncks ship;
it is then lorded on board c¢ach Armored Troop Carrier (ATC) 2s a
part of the basic load, Collapsible water plastic water jugs have
proved useful to provide water to the troops, Also supwly »f water
to troops using the five ganllon collapsible jugs permits woximum
water to be carried with minimum weight, Unfortunctely, the plastic
jugs often collapse under thelr own weight, & 2% gnllon collapsible
Jug would be more proctical since the stress on the nlastic materiol
would be grently reducced, Tho additionnl weight incurred would be
nogligivle, Troops carry empty Jugs which are then refilled,
Presently, five grollon water cons must be used to effect resupply,
due to the quanity of plostic Jugs broken during the past month,

If fewer jugs wWere broken, the welght of essentlal wrter could he
greotly reduced, '

(2) Services,

(a) Leundry, showers, and PX facillitics are
provided by €ach ship.

(b) Gr-ves registration scrvices wWere provided
from abo~rd the sunport LST by Army personncl from the 9th S & T
Bettalion, During the reporting perlod, o shortage of recfer space
developed when as many as 23 bodlics vere handled simultaneously.
Experience indicated thet two rcefers were required, giving the MRF
a ocapacity of atoring 10 bodiecs until transport-tion can be sccured
(or 20 bodies Af doubled up in each reefer box for short periods),
In addition to reefer space, some problens were spoarent when the
MRF had no orgnnic traneport~tion to ecv-~cu~te remeins to the Salgon
mortu~ry. BHe~dquarters IV Corps provided tronsucrt-tion assistance
when the 2nd Brig-de wa2s OPCON to IV Corps (particulnrly at CaN THO)
In other oasecs, only makeshift arrangements could be made despite
assigtnce requested from higher headquarters, Initinlly transport-
ation was provided by the Brigrde -utility helicopter, but® the proe-
tice of nroviding the Brignde with n utility helicopter was dis-
continued enrly in the rooorting period, Evacuation procedures
were modified during thls neriod. Initi-~lly KHA's were cvacuated
diréctly to the supvort LST with subsequent verificntion of death
by o physician. . Coordinntion for obtalning & physician to verify
death beerme tenuous &0 th~t during thc remainder of the period,
KHA's were cvacunted with woundced through medicel channels so that
denth was verificd by a physicion., This hos proved more satisfactery
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and will provent de~th from being u.clrred execept by competent
medicnl authoritices,

(3) Mainten~ncen

(2) During the revorting neriod, Brig-de mainten-
once vns heandled on a priority basis due to the lock of sprce abonrd
the ABL 30 (USS ASK.RI), Maintcn~nce wos performed on bonrd whene
ever mossible but some maihten~nce items were evocunted to DONG
TiM or C.MP MaRTIN COX when sprce or equipment on hand precluded
on bo2rd m~intencnce, A specinl solution of on=site mnintennnce
for dendlined nrtillery howltzers proved useful in continuing avail-
ability of artillery despite intcnsified operaticns,

(b) Maintennnce services durlng the reporting
period were ren~rkably effective despite some btesic problems, A
1imited size detnchment with grossly inadequate snace and certaln
repalr pnrts shortnges performed the herculean task of the Brigode's
maintentnce~~-including maintennnce for the attoched flooting ert-
illery units, The vigor of sumnorting clements of the 709th Main-
tennnce Bnttnlion characterized the maintentnce effort, One notable
and vorsistent shart~ge wns th~t of repolr ports for Boston Whalers,
The tronsistorized ignition systen hos plagucd 21l attemnts to
m~int2in an accent~ble levil of operntionsl motors, Reralr of boats
~nd other equipment has been hampered by lack of 8prce. Only one
bo~t at o time c~n be hendled becruse of space limit  Lions., &
floating mninten~nce brrge woas obt~incd, but becnuse ~f 1ts size
{(too lorge) 1t could not be towed alongside of the MBI 30 (USS
aSKaRI) conscquently mointenance space remains o scvere problem,

(k) Trensportotions

(a) As o result of the Brignde's continuous oper-
ations and movement throughout the MEKONG DELTa, administrotive
tronsportntion requirements presented a significant problem Que to
the nbsence of regul-r utility flights, Periodic~lly, no or insu-
fficient nlr assets were aveiloble for administrative flights, All
avallable alr asscts, including comm~nd and control aircrafst,

‘utility aircraft and light hellcopter compoanies in sunport of the

Brignde, were used to trrnsnort personnel, ctquipment ~nd mail items,
411 requirements were eventually fullfilled,
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8., (C) Civil aff-~irs:

a, Cia OPERATIONS, Civil .offrirs rotivities for the MRF
were planned and developed to meet the requirements -nd limitations
imposed by the foree's unique orgrniz-tion -nd method of employment,
The follovwing mnjor rctivities were conducted during the period
covered by this revort,

(1) Discster Relief, Thec MOBIL. aIv..hliss B..sE ((MRB)
W28 vositioned on the SONG TI.v GIL..NG 8IVid npnesr the City of VING
LONG en 6 Feururry 1968, the fiist dny thrt GUN officials ~nd US
advisory personnel were ~ble to reoccuny  the city foliowing the
VC TET offensive, The MBEF civil aff-irs offlicer contacted the
Province ~nd City GVN officinls 5nd the CORDS Frovince office to
~881st in nlenning for dis-~ster relief ~nd refugee control. It wWas
determined th-t the est~blished CORDS agencles could meet 211 of the
imredi~te nceds of the city of relief with the folloving e¢Xxceptions.
an 2ddition~l qu-ntity of ten medium general purpose tents Were. ree
quired for refugee shelter and rations were required to feed 900
persons for o period of two weeks at the VINH LOnG MILPHLP ‘Hospital,
Thes¢ ltems we Ye requested fron 9th Division resources, ~nd vwere
received ot VIGH LOG within three doys of the requests Oon 8
Febru~ry. 1968, one .of the moneuver battelions ns=isted apprroximetely
400 refuge.s vho sought shelter on four ferryboats onchored at a
snfe loc~tlon én the river, Medienl trectment wos provided for 90
prticnts ~nd 850 pounds of food v~s distributed,

(2) MELC.r's/DENTC.P's. The long r-nge mobility of
the MRF, coupnled with the £ ct th t it 1s the only US m~ncuver
force overnting in this portion of the MEKONG DrLT.., ¢n~bles the
foree to frequently corduct MEUCLP's -nd DehTCuP's in loc~les where
the nomul-tion hns never recelved modern medic~l or dental treatment,
No ~ttempt ¢~n be m~de. by the MRF to ¢st-blish periodic medienl
support.for the. popul~tion of any given loc-tlon. Hovever, Lt 18
felt thnt the politic~l bencfits gained by thise operations merit
their continuntiorn even 1f the definitive medic~l bencfits do not,
During this perlod, 29 MEDC.P's nnd VEWTCaPts wexrc conducted trect-
ing 1885 pntients,

(3) Commodity Distributions, Distributions of com-
moditics were normally limited to foocdstuffs, health ttems, ond

toqQls. Excopt in.the c~s¢c of minor henlth items distributed in con-
junction with MEDCAP cocordin~tion is affected with loccl GVN
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officicls prior to m~kKing commodity distributions, Totals of 12,793
pounds of food, 471 individu-l health kits, ~nd 500 farm tools were
distributed during this perioed.

(%) Cordon and Se¢crch, On 24 Febru~ry 1968 a cordon
and sc¢~rch oper tion unique to the capabilities of the MRF w2s con-
ducted on CU LaO MY ISL..ND, VINH LONG Province. o1l civili~ns on
the isl~nd (aprroxim~tely 6000 persons) were dirccted to move to
two collection points, after which a comnlete sc~rchh of the island
vweg conducted by the the m~neuver battalions, Initi-l screening was
ennducted at these neints which resulted in 433 detoinees being
tronsferred te the wninl-nd for further interrog-tion, Those who
rem~ined nt the collection points were nrovided with food ~nd the
opporftunity to receive medicnl enre,if tacy so desired, The MEDCLP'g
and DENIC.P's were interesting in th~t the pcople living on this
1s1-nd nrobably had ncver seen n doctor or dentist before (occording
to the Senlor Sub=sector ..dvisor). While the medicsl velue of this
1solntcd visit mlight be questioned, it was well received and served
2s a valuable indiction of the fricndship of US nersonnel,

(5) Processing Innocent Civili~as. The ususunl ter-
rain of the MEKONG DnLT.. and the unique concept of emnloyment of
the MRF nccessitote the use of ~ converted 1~nding croft for the
Combined Taetic~l Screening Center (Forword Collection Point), While
the overall oper-tion of this f~cility 1s cssenti~lly an 82 function,
thie S5 must maintsin 2 consider-ble interest in the humanitzricn
aspects of the oper~tion and 2lso 2v2il himself of the opportunities
for psychologic~l opcr tions, PFollowing initi~l screening of dectain-
¢€s, the S5 assumes control of those persons declsasredto be innocent
civilians, The ultims®te goal is to return these civilians safely
to their homes, Bowever, there is s verlsble »eriod of time rang-
ing unward to several hours during vhleh these persons mvst be
detained for thelr own safety or becszuse of a temrorxrery leck of
transvortation, Durinz this psriod innocent civilians are assured
of fair and humane treatment through the use of signs and leaflets
88 ¥®ell as the use of an ARVY interoreter, The cdetalnee is gade
as confortable as possible under the circumst-nces by providing him
with adequate food, mcdical treatment i1f required, washing facilit-
les, ~n¢ individuel heclth Xits contelning a toothbrush, toothpaste,
comb, and soap. A tape recorder is use to provide Vietnamesc and
American music, which is interrunted periodically for FoYOP messages,
In addition, PSYOF movies provided by JUSPAO are shown during the
deteinee's stay at the center, lihen the detalnee is released in
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order to bc transncrted te the arce of his home, he is gilven 8
leaflet containing onc hundred plastcrs and a letter explalning
the rcasons why he had to be detained. A total of 528 innocent
clvillians were nrocessed -during this period,

(6) TET aggression Relief Project (TARP)., Soldicrs
and sailors of the MRF contributed J404,74 for disaster relief for
the people of Vietnam, This project specifically concerned relief
from the destruction czused during the VC TET offensive, The MRF
varticipatced in the hesviest fighting in the city of MY THO during
the TET offensive and it was decided to use this money for rellef
projects in the MY THO area. An orphanage/school complex received
heavy damage durlng the battle for MY THO. Prior to the TuT offen-
slve there Were 25 orpllans and apnroximately 400 other children
(mainly refugees) attending this school, Currently, there are 20
ocrphans and .only 200 refugee ¢hildren attending the school, All
of the monty collcgted, as well as additional food, clothing and
school sunrlies hes becn turned over to the school's officials. All
facets of .this projuct have been coordinated with local US advisory
olements as the trensient stetus of the MAF vrecludes its providing
the constant liaison rcouirid by a projJect of this nature, It is
anticipated that this will be & continuing project until the Viet-
namese school officials become sclf-sufficlent once again,

(7) IMPACT Tecams, Encmy actlvities during the TET
offensiyve demaged or destroyed many of the RF/PF outvosts along
Highway 4 in DINH TUONG Province, Three Improvement iction Teams
(IMPACT) were formed from 2nd Brigede resources to assist in the
upgrading of tnesc outposts, Each team consisted of .an experienced
Infantry Licutenant and NCO, The teams denloyed throughout the
Frovince amd conducted detailled surveys of cech outpost, Requlsi-
tions were submiited through US chenncls for required barrier
materials including 144,500 sandbags, 867 rolls of concertina wire
467 rolls of barbed wire, 12,850 pickets, 1100 sheets of steel
roofing, 27,706 board fect of lumber, end various munitions, The
teams arxe currently monitoring.the recelpt of these supplies and
assisting the RF/PF troops in constructing 49 outposts,

Y. LIMITATIONS. . The following limiting factors affect
civil affairs operations conducted by the MRFq

(1) Trensvortation, Although the MRF is 100% watcr
‘moblle spact limitations on board the asssult boats and restricted
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alrmoblle assets reduce the efTectiveness of the civil affalrs
effort, CA teams are normally trrnsworted throuzhout cach operation
on the medical suvpoxt boat., Thls boat must be vositioned to
providc optimum sunnort of the battalion troops in contact; this

may not be the most- advantageous locetion from & CA standpoint.

(2) Security, Most MRF operations are conduvcted in
contested or VC controlled arees, CA teams must be provided with
security forces in order to conduct theilr activities, which reduccs
the ronge of their opera’ions from central locations in the battalion
area of oneration, '

(3) Sun-ly. CA teams are limited 1n the quantitics of
suvplics which they mey take into the AO. Spmpace limitations on the
medlcal suradort boats force the battalion S5 to be excedin&ly scl-
cctive in sunplics to accoppany his team,

(4) Duretion in the A0. Eloments of the MEF normelly
remaln in any ziven A0 for one to three days, This timc limitation
restricts the nature of clivic scticn projects *hich may be completed,

o, NEW OR IMPrOVeD raCCellUilkSe AS ©xperience is gained in
MRF opcrations and new tools become auvailable, new and/or improved
procedures are developed,

(1) Compnilations of data from the Hamlet Eveluation
Survey (HES) system are nov provided on 2 montily bzasis to the MRF
by CORDS for all provinces in which the MRF operates, This data
includes estim~tes of the stitus of pacification for c¢ech non-VC
controlled hamlet within cach district, This estimate 1s made by
the individual best able to provide it, the District Senior Advisor,
HES data is used to determine apnropriatc tasks to be assigned to
cach battalion prior to an coperation, HES date gives the battalion
CA officer and insight into thc stetus of pacificction within his
A0 prior to insertion,

(2) It is impracticel for MRF CA officer to establish
close¢ 1lialson witih GVN Province end District officials for ecach of
the meny areas in which the MRF operatcs, However, lialson is
established shortly after insertion of MRF ¢lcments in & glven
Province/District, Valuable informntlion may be excheénged in this
gannct without the risk of a sccurity compromise for the -operation.

I e’ RSP\ R o
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(3) A FSYOP/Civil Affelrs Nevel Officer was assigned
to Hiver Flotilla One in carly April. Modirfications to cxisting
procedures are now being mede to fully exploit the increascd cepa=-
bllities this orgenizetional change has produced,

(4) During the period covered by this recport an im-
proved storage facility ves made aveilable in the MRB for CA activi-
ties, It 1s now vpossihble to meintain an adcquatc basic load of
CA suonlies witain the MRB thereby increasing the capablllitics of
the MRF to merform civic action projects,

(5) Increased command emphasis of civil affairs activi-
ties at all levels within the MBF has permitted quantitative lncre-
asc and qualitative improvement of tho overell MRF civil affalrs
progranm,

9, (C) Psyochologiczl Operations:

a, Gencrals During the revorting period 7,432,083 leaf-
lcts vWere disseminated, 113 hours of loudspeaker broadcasts were
made, 124 hours of VN radio time and 11 hours of movie timC Wero
logged in sunvort of Brigade tactlcal operetions, PSY0P supnort
was dirccted toward Viet Cong units to decreasce thelr cffcctivencss,
increasc their dcefections, and dumorelize their units, PSYOP sup-
port was also directed toward civilians and dctainces tor eoxplain
the U,S, vresence in the operetional arcva, e¢xplein the role of tho
@¥N,. control the populace activities during operstions, induce the
people of Vietnam to becomo informers and galn sunport for the GVN,

b. Operationst

(1) General:s The TET Offensive gernerally brought
Brignde PSYOP activitics to a helt, Six rapid rcection leaflets
were impmediatcly requested and five new tapes were develoonid utll-
1zing themes susgested by the Joint U,S, Public Affalrs Offlce
(JUSPAD), However, there were no meens aveileble to employ the new
tapes, and the requested leaflet were not available for two weeks,
As a result of the TET Offensive, the Brigsde's twWice-weekly schicd-
uled U-10 missions tere also canceled during the first week of
February, No orgenic eircraft werc avellsdle to the Brigade for
PSYOP, Navy Asseult Support Patrol Boat (aSPB's) were used for
loudspeaker missions, but the majority of combat operations were
noar citles, thereby re@uctinz the-effoctivensss of watoerborne
brondeasts, It whs not until 15 Februiry, when the MRF noved oot
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in the viclnity of CaN THO that the Brigsde PSYOP program was able
to gein its momentum,

(2) Operstion CORON..LQC XI. -

(e) Gencrals PSYOP missions in suvrort of the
Brig-defs operations during Operation COACHALO XI consisted mailnly
of waterborne spesker broadc:sts, This vroved to be e¢ffeative since
a majority of the people live along the watervays, where most of
the Brigzede's ovperations occurred, Theues for the watervorne broad-
cests werer “"Explanation of U.S, Prescnce,® "VC Desccration of TET,®
“NLF Suicide Missions,®™ “Curfew Hours,™ #Clear the waterways,® and
"Search of 3amwans,” C-47, U-10,.2nd UHLIB alrcraft vere used for
both lcaflet drops and loudsnezker broedcasts in tihie arca of oper-
ation, 4Acrlal leaflet and broadcast themes verer "VC Leaders Dupe
Soldiers into Killing Innoecnt Civilians,” “MLF Sulcicde Attacks
During TET," “Return to Your Peovle," and "Comnatriots - Did You
~sk the VC to Liberate You?® Artillery wes also ustd to employ
leaflets (twlce) during combat cperations,

(b) On 7 Februsry 1968 a PSYOF progrem was pre-
sented to detalnees an-rehended during Cperation CQHCLaLO X1« The
Deteinee Progrem has oner  tedeonsistently since 7 February and has
been intecrated as a regular pert of the Brigrede®s POYOF program,

(c) On 21 February 1968, a ra»id reaction tape
was develoved from interrosstion of & PY cantured during operation
COHONADO XI and a UHLB speaker mission was flown azsinst the 303rd
MF Battalion in PHONG DINH Province vicinity YWR7997,

{(d) On 24 Februery 1968, the Brigade conducted &
Cordgn and S:zrch oner=ticn on CU La0 MaY Island, loceted just
southwest of CaN THC. FSYCF su-wort was vprovided with acrial loud-
speaker broadcasts, acrial leaflet drovs, aterborne loudspeaker
broadcasts, sround loud8pesker, redic broadcasts and hand distribu-
tion of leaflets and magazines, Loudspesker broadcast themes pro-
vided fore an explanation of the Cordon and Scarch operestion,
Chicu Hol Aprcels, ané instructions to tie inhabitants to uvacuate
the island uslag one of two established collecticn points, Leaf-
lets were printed esneclally for the Cordon and Scerch operation
and the themes were twofold: “Civilians go to Collection Points®
and "VC Rally to Collection Points or Die,"
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(3) Operation TRUOLG CONG DINH,

(a) Generals During oner-tion TAOMNG CONG DINm,

PSYOFY sunport consisted of Artillery lesflet drops, aerlial C-47,
U-10 and UH1B loudspeaker broedcasts and le~flet drons, waterborne
and ground speaker missions, detalnee prosrem, and movic and radio
missions. On 5 March 1968, posters were placed along Highway 25
betweon DONG TaM and MY THO offering a reward for information lead-
ing to the cavture. of individuals responsible for the mining of

& bus carrying Victnamuse orphans,

(b) On 7 March 1968, leaflets were distributed
by ground troops in houses, bunkers, and along tralls in CHO GaO
District, DIsd TUGG Frovince.

(¢) On 14 Merch 1968, PSYOP support was providc
to Navy TF 117 c¢limints during & Riverine Armcd Reconnalssance
Elcment (RaR=) missinn., The odjcet of the rsYOP su-snort was to
make & loudsneeker broadcast to induce the Viet Cong to fight or
Join the legal government of Vietnam (Chieu Hol). The lcead assault
support patrol boat (ASFB) was bro-dcasting the message, as the
RARE proceeded west on the Sal GIaNG RIVLR. Aoproximately 1655
hours the RARE was taken under fire by the VC and one PSYOP tcam
member vas Wounded in action,

(d) An armed Fropazanda Team (APT) was cmployed
in suoport of the Brigade®s opcrstions in TRUC GIaNG District,
KIEN HOa Province on 7 April, On two occassicns the APT was able
to obtain informetion which subsequently led to cnemy contact with
tWo companles of the 516 Battalion., During thls opcrcotion, the
APT distributed leaflets, in numerous villages, Onc of particular
interest was FAdUOC 1. Village which is 2  knovwn VC Village,
Posters viere placed on trees and leaflets spread around the village,
Themes Wweres TEnd of VC Mesns Pesce,” "Frecedom for the People,®
“Death of VC," "9th Division has Returaed,” and "9th Division will
Recturn,”

c. Sunvorts During thc reporting period, the Brigede's
psychologlical warfare program was conducted by an attached Field
Tcam from the 10th PSYOF Battalion. Alrcreft suvport (U-10 and
C-47 ailrcreft) for serial leaflet missions was »rovided by the 5th
Alr Comnando Squadron,
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d, Equinment:

(1) Tre AN/UHL1S5 spcaker set vas cmployed extensively
in zround and watcrborne speaker missions,

(2) The Mobile iudio/Visual Unit (MAVU) was used to
present movies abo-rd tne detelnee boat and on . the ground; 1t weas
also used for radio broadcests, On several occassions, the MavU
was emrloyed on a limited basis for waterborne spesker broadeasts
but its performance vas inferior to the AN/U1HS5 speaker set,

e, Problem areas)

(1) Adequate resources (beth organic and supporting)
continues to pose difficulties in enhancing PSYOPS. although the
leaflets emnloyed are of the hishest quelity, the reaction time to
requests for nev or other leaflets is two to three weeks from the
date of riguests, Several fectors heve definite influence on this
provlem; they ere: frequeat disvlecement of the MRF, telephone
communicetions difficulties with the 10th PSYOP Batitalion, and non
avallability of transportation assets to e€fect personal laision
and direct coordin~tion with same,

(2) ULack of PSYOP intellisunce ceu=ed problems in that
1t was difficult to develop good themes without intelligence and an
uv to deste ares study. Much of the PSYCP intellizence received
centers 1tself in that Northern Corps. Therefore it is comovletoly
invaluable and not suitable :to Brisade's arca of operation. The
Brigede received very little PSYOP intelligence from Hol Chanhs or
PW-s, Limitcd resources ma"e it lmpossible for Brlgede PSYOP per-~
sonnel to conduct their own interrogation,

10, (C) Chemicel:

a, Durinz the revorting period several cherical operations
were itnitiated to compleuent tactical ovcrations, AXL chemieal
operaetions and training were conducted under the stoff supervision
of the Brigade Chomical Officer,

b. Oper-tlons conducted during the period were as follows:

(1) E158 bomblet emmloyment: The E158 was employod
against enemy fortified defensive positions to causc his abandoment
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of same and/or to supress his fires vhile friendly clements advanced
to destroy him, The E158 was em=loyed from UH1D helicopters, with
a presct aititude initiator sctting of 1,000 fcot; oxcellent target
coverage was obtained,

(2) €S Persistent Bag dropss Two eight pound bags
of versistent C3-1 were wrapped together with detonstion cord to
which o mechanical time fuse was @&ttached, Secverasl bags prepared
in this manner were dronved from an sltitude of 1200 feet to deny
the ¢nemy access to terrain; particularly in arcas wherc they could
€ngege the boats and shivns of the MRB.

(3) ¢S Grenadec Drops: UYhen em»loyment of bulk CS was
not feasiblc and E158's were not readily available, M7A3 CS grenades
were emnloyed by eir from their packing containcrs. Upon arrival
in the terget area, thc containers of zrenades were droovned from
an altitude of 1000 to 1200 fecet, The arceo of target covereze ob-
tained was equivelent to tihat of one E158 CS Cluster,

(4) DEFOLIATION: As a result of continious cenemy
threats to engase shins of the MRB, the decision was mede to de-
foilate the vegetation alonz the south bank vicinity of DONG TaM.
The defoliation mission was performed by Alr Forco Rench Hand Tceams,

11, (C) Sianels

a, DurinT this renortin- period no major comrunications
problems occurred, Single-S.de-Band and airborne relay systems
wero extensively employed durinz the Mobile Riverince Force's transit
from DONG TaM to CaN Th0, The Sinzle-Side-Band nct provided the
Brigadc communications with ships of the KRF and the 4th Corps
Tactical Operations Center (TOC) at CaN THO. 4lso, during the
period of transit, the Brigade utilized the Radio Wire Integration
facilities at DONG TswM to communicate with the Division Forward
Comnand Post loceted at DONG TaM. No significant communication
problems Wwere cxwerlcnecd durlng the conduct of all operations
in the VINH LONG, MY THO and CaN T80 areas, The primary means of
communication ves FM voice, utilizinz the AN/VRC 46 redio., The
Brigede and battzlion's Commend end Control Boats (CCB) wcre also
omployed to vprovide manual relay and autematic retransmission when
required, but this type of capabllity was & minimum rcquirement,

b. While in the CAN THO arca the Brigede's multichannel
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volce communications system, AN/TRC-24 was centerced in a communica-
tions tuerminal located at Cali ThO. This terminel was provided and
operated by .the 9th Signal Battalion, 9th Infantry Division, Using
this system the Brigade provided telephone service to CaN THO,

DOMG TaM, and CaMP MaRTIN COX. Tcletype service to SAIGOn, CalP
MARTIN COX and DONG TAM was also provided by this system, During
the period wrien- the Brigsde conducted tectieal operations in the
DONG Tali/MY THC esr¢a the AN/TRC24 system was centercd in = 9th
Signal Battalion-NONG TaM tcrminal which provided the same scervice
ag outlined above tiith televhone secrvice into 7th ARVN Division
TOC at ¥Y THO.

ve One innovetion during the periecd of this report was
the installation of en AB-577/G mast on the stern of the USS Beunewah,
A cross frame vas installed on this mest to mount four RC~-292
antennao, two of wiilch are used for the 2nd Brigade®s Command Qpur-
ation and Intellisence nete, The other two antennac are used by
the Navy, This system 18 approximetecly 90 feet from the waterline
and 1t increased the Brigade's volcc communications range by et
leest 5 kilometers, )

d. Securc FM volce was provided on the 2nd Brigade's Oper-
ation and Intelligence net from the 2nd Brigade TOC on the USS
Benowah to all Battelion TOC's, located on the APL-26 and the USS
Colleton, and to the Brigade's and Battalions' Command and Contyol
Boats, Th¢ Battaliens' Commend and Control Boats were utilized
as forward Bettalions Command Posts, The Brigede's CCB was used
mainly as a manual relay and/or automatic retrensmission station,
The 2nd Brigede's Forwerd Command Post wWas loocated on a 3rd Batta-
lion, 34th Agtillory CP Boat which housed FM voice radlos, AN/VRC-46
radios, and Singlc-Side-Band cquipm.nt, AN/GRC-106, A KY-8 was .
also installed on this boat to securc voice serviec on the Brigeade
Cperaticns and Intolligence Net,
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SECTION II

Lessons Learncds

Commanders! Obscrvation, Evaluations and Recommendations

1, PERSONNEL:s None.
2. (C) OPERATIONS)
a2, (C) Usc of "CS" againit bunkers,

Obscrvation, Employment of *CS" against fortified
fighting positions causcd thc enemy to abandon the position and
cxpose himsclf to fricndly fires.,

Evaluation. During several offensive opuraticons
sgainst well constructcd/fortifi«d fighting positions, thc cmployment
of “CS" L4Omm grensdes has dislolged enemy personncl from the posi-
tions when artillery end other indircct fircs couldn't, This doces
not imply that artillery or eirstrikes are not effcctive against
: well constructed fortificd positions, Nelther docs it imply that
! "C8" employment 1s the most cffceetive means of dAriving cnemy forces
from bunkers, Tho em»loyment of 40mm “"CS" grencdes complemented
all fires direccted against the positions snd caused the enemy to
become confused and desperate, not only to evade the fricndly forces,
but also the irritant agent, Thc “CS"  grenade cm»loyed by the
kOmm zrcnede launcher affords commander the capability of employing
“CS® at a lonx (300 mcters) and close range, Presently the 40mm
1CS™ grenade is en “Insure® item, '

Recommendations,

(1) Thet the 40mz “CS™ grenade be olassificd as
a. "Standard" item, and a basic load be dotcrmined and issued,

(2) Further, that during the interim period
(Pending Standarization) morc 40mm "CS" grenades be Llssucd to afford
maximum usc, .

bt ) Lo

b, (C) Close air supnoxt obscrvation.,

Obscrvation, Light holicopter firc tcams supporting

CONETDEN 7744 -

32
N e




151 CONETDEN TIH L

AVDE -47MH-A 29 April 1968

SUBJ2CTy Operational Revort of 2nd Brisade,; 9th Infantry Division
for Feriod Ending 30 April 1968, Report Control Symbol
CSFOR-65 (R1)

friendly forces in contact during hours of darkness often have
difficuity in identifying friendly positions.

Evaluation, Unlts in contact during hours af
darkness often fall to propcrly mark their position and ¢stablish
communications with the lizht fire team providing close alr support.
Prior to c¢mploying light fight tcems the ground force commander
must mark the limits of his positions, end wverify the cnemy force
location, In addition the light fire team should c¢steblish commun-
ications with the ground comamander, All friecndly units in the
immedliate arca of contzet must monitor thc radio nct controlling/
¢mploying close alr ‘supoort,

Reconme ndationst Commanders end small unit leaders
should be thoroughly familliar with the ordance capabilities of
light fire teams and vproper marking techniquegs, and -4f possible,
thet aviators be briefed on the overall tacticel eltustion prior to
establishiny communications ith the ground force commender, Adjuste
ments of close alr supmorting fires must be made by the zround force
commander,

¢, (C} Employment of armed propeganda tesms.

Obscrvation,- Armcd propagenda tcams enhance both
peychological operations and intelligence collection efforts,

Evaluation, An armed propaganda tcam was employed
in sunmort of the Brigade during combat operztions conducted in
KIEN HOA Province. The tecam made valuable contributicns not only
in the PSYOP drea, but also in the iatelligence collection effort,
On scveral ‘occessions timely and accurate intclligence was provided
by the tcam aftcer theitr interrogetion of local eivilians, The
intclligence collected resulted in the Brigade establishing contact
with the ecnemy,.

Recommendations, Thet an armed propaganda tecam be
attached to the Brigade,

3, TRAININGs Nonc,
4, (c¢) INTELLIG=NCE;

a. (C) Possible Compremise of Projected Combet Operations,

CONETLOENT7/ 4.

A
33




CONFIDENT7HL 152

AVDE-U7MH-A 29 April 1968

SUBJLCTs Operational Report of 2nd Brigede, 9th Infantry Division
for Period Ending 30 April 1928, Report Control Symbol
CSFOR-65 (R1)

Observation, Early coordination and disscmination
of opcration plans and orders may tond to provide the ¢nemy vwith
edvance/adequate warning of the intended AQ or target,

Evaluation, The Mobilce Riverine Force operates
throughout the central FERORG DELTA as a Mobile Striking Force scok-
ing targets dcveloped by timely and effective intelligenoc, As
such, thc Brigade does not have a specific tactical arca of gpere-
ation and is therefore requir¢d to offect coordination for AO's and
8ptcificd strike zones, Early coordination and dissemination of
this informaticn, vrior to the commitment of fricndly forces is a
particular disadvantage because it allows adcquatc time for enomy
forcee to c¢xit the arca or prepsre to defend ageinst the . introduc-
tion of friendly forces into the A0, In addition the desired flex-
ibility for committing forces in any area of operation selected/
deslgnated, s/ a result of immcdiate and conercte intelligines, is
unobtainable due to the coordination required,

Becommendations None,

5. (U} LOGISTICS»
a. (U) Usc of Bandoleors for ammunition magazincs,

Observation. Inadequate protection of magazines
causcd malfunction of M1 rifles,

Evaluation, .Dirt, mud, and other inert matter
sccumulete in ammunition (megazinc) pouches during normal field
operations causing & high malfunction rate of the M16 rifle, Troops
presently try to carry magezines in cotton bandoleors in order to
alleviate the situation, but bandolocrs arc diffiocult to obtain
end arc¢ used beyond the point of scrviccability,

Becommendation. That a lightweight nylon bandolee:
b issucd in sufficicnt quantitices to allow ecach man to carry
5.56mm megazines high on his body and comvletely covered,. The
nylon bandolecr would afford good protection from mud and dirt
and would dry and drein quickly if immersed in water,

b, (U) Collapsible water Jjugs.

-

Obscrvation. Five gellon water Jjugs often

CONVETDEN774L

b

147

T e s S AR




153 GONFTOENTIAH L

AVDE-47MH-A 29 Anril 1968

SUBJLCTs Operetionnl Report of 2nd Brigade, 9th Infrntry Division
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, Revort Control Symbol
CSFOR-65 (R1)

collapse When filled to their copacity, by the stress endured,

Evaluation, The plistic collapsible weter jug
permits maxinum quentitics of flulds to be transvorted in & contain-
€r of minimum weight, Howewer, the treight of the vater ceuses con-
sidereble stress on tihc plestic material when the Jugs are fi1l1led,
whalch in turn subscquently cousc the juzs to collapse oand break
after frequent use, A two and onc-half (2%) gallon ceonacity
collapsidle jug, mede of the scme comnosition wrould be more practical
in tcrms of reduecing the stress on the plastic material,

Recommendation., Thet a two and onc-half (2%)
zallen capcelty volastic voter jug be vrocured for flcla use,

¢, (U) Protcctive cover for LAW,

Qbscrvation, Thc absence of an outer protective
cover induces vmossible damage to, and increases the chances of mal-
function of the light anti-tank weapon (Law),

Eveluotion, Dirt, brush end constant handling of
66mm rockets M72 (LAWY bcnd; brecks and fouls many of the exposed
small parts of .the weapon, Extension of “he firing tube and actual
firing become difficult and unncecssarlly hazardous. Unsexrviceable
LAW's must be destroyed thus creating great expense and loss of
timC- °

Recorrcndation, That & high impact watorproof cowrd
vrocurcd to protcct HM?72 rocket launchers,

6. ORGaNIZ YIONs None.
7, OTHeRSs Nonec,

SECTION II1 WITHDRAWN, HQ, DA; CONTAINED IN DIVIS1ON REPORT
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Inclosure 6 to Section I: Improved Usage of aslM-nBS-l herial Loudspezker
System

The atthe:B>-4 1000-watt loudspesker system, & standard item of )
jecun, was modified somewhat to eneble its use in different configurations,
iwo sets of one ezch amplifier and remote were mounted on plywood bases and
attached to two fremes, each holding one bink of spr:kers, which enzble tho
use of a single bank of z50-watt speakers in a vehicular mode on two vehicles
This nodificaiion allows grecter flexability in the use of speaker systems
to support ground tactical end psychological operations and medcaps. &
diagran of the system is attached as TaB 1,

The remaining 500-watt portion of the system was msde into a
double bank of speakers to fit on thc H-%3 helicopter, utilizing a U-frame
and brace to fit the landing skids. The two amplifiers and rcmotes were
originally pleced in a four-sided box~like configuration which fits ecsily
into the cockpit of the helicorter betweenthe operator's legs, ¢nd produces
excellent results, an improved version of this is being constructed at
this time, ccnsisting of twe plywood bases each mounting a single remote
and amplifier identicel vo the Z50-watt configurction, mounted back to back
on a wooden frame, and paralleled. s diagrum of the system is attached
as T-~B 2.

The systerms are designed so thet they are, with a 15-minute
preparation time, ensily converted egein into the original 1000-watt
configuration, and ready to f7- in UH1D aircreft.

The 250-watt s:stem, vehiculcr mounted, has been field tested
and found extremely effective at distances of 1500 meters,

The 50C-watt sysctem, mounted on the skid of an H-23 helicogter,
was t ested and found to be extremely satisfactory from an altitude of
2000 fest, airing a broadcast at an angle of 45° to the ground. As time
and aircraft availability permit, the system will be further tested to
deterine its limits and performence characteristics.
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1/L" x 2" alumiiun >
<.
‘l‘ ‘r ]
Of| €=~ 5/8" holes -~
1
i
K
(2" . . '
l l]"____.__,___....:::",/ )

\__/.41-—',,:-.7” Tte bolta
o alundinum

+ | {rame
l

; "
~ )
.
\
o ———— e .

— L St L, s . )

1/&" gxlv. pipe

B, b e Vi s i

attac}\\és in , wéldea onto
machine gfun steel plate :
mount 1/4'0 x 2" 5 b," ’

The speaker bank mu Le easily turned to face any dircction and may be angled
up or down, !

(-._.._.,. qﬂ .

7 -
- remote (O P ] t “ hook to allow
] T e asShe ! rapid connec-
LI con..j_mk h -') L t.lgn to 1000
;) e 'ic—:="’~:_“’""""_.'_?_\?" ) ™ vatt fraome or
i hogltor pow%' \ 500 watt frome
14/ ampllf:'er aen de*
1492C-3

rec
ke
spea # 3 @~a O

! K i q junction box | ‘
‘;/ /d.:E-: Aem JB-1C ! Z i };) ‘
p

ow(ar ' front 0 =l

CONFIDENTIAL
/5O




CONFIDENTIAL _

TAB 2 INCLOSUH: 6
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