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Whether it be o Swift boal on pattol newr the De-
militarized Zone, a Monitor "river battleship"
churning through the Mekong Delta, a hoatswiin's
mate demonstratingto his Vietnamese counterpart
the use of & . f0-caliber machine gun, or & hospital
corpsman helping a sick refugee family, the pres-
ence of the U.%. Nayy In Vietnom is marked with
diversity, determination and sceomplishment.

The purposé of this booklet is to highlight the
many-faceted operations which chiracterize our
U, 8. Naval Foreesin Vietnam, Itistruly a unigque
chapter in American naval history. Itisalsocan
unprecedented chapler, for the trust and wellare
of the civilian population in the war zone in which
these Navyman oporiste are ag important go ulki-
mate victory as the military defeal of the enemy.

In reading this bookletitis well to remember that
the exorcise of American seapower inachieving
national ohjectivies often produces forces of unusual

Mark II WNavy River FPateol (PBR) apeeds
through the Long Tau River noar Nha Bs, Scuth
Viatnam. (L 7.5, Storck)
and novel composition — whatéver innovationis re-

quired to meet the tactical or strategic sifuation.
Hereln you will see new lypes of Naval cradt con-
geived, constructed and employed for the first
time in war.

Yeb now, as alway s, it 18 the men who, in the
finnl analysis, determine success or defeatin bat-
tle. Navymen servingin Vietnam are being called
ontodemonstrate a rorve balunce of aggressivensss
on the one hand and restraint on the other; allied
victory in this cause is dependent upon how they,
like all free world servicemen, conduct themselves,
both when confronting the enemy and when mecting
the local people.

T'o them this book is dedicated., From ils pages
it is hoped that you willachieve & cledr understand-
ing of this remarkable undertaking on the part of
thezse dedicated navymen throughout the Republic
of Vietnam.



COMNAVFORYV

The Commander U.S. Naval Forces, Vieinam
(COMNAVFORY) is the senior naval affieer in
Vietnam. He is responsaible for controlling and
coordinating all naval efforts in-country.

Che newest major U.S, Pacific Fleot command,
COMNAVFORY was established April 1, 1968, as
gresult of the expanding Navy commitment through-
oul the embatiled Hepublic of Vietnom,

From his Saigon headguarters, the Commander
directs naval activities running from one-man md-
visor units and four-man patrol boats to thousand-
man construction and logistic support commands,
He also serves as Chief of the MNoval Advisory
Group of the Military Assistance Command, Viet-
nim .

CUMNAVFORY has a staff of severnl hundred of -
ficers and enlisted men who are specialists in lields
ranging fram logistics to intelligence,

Major forees under COMNAVFORY are:

= the Coaslal Surveillance Force (Task

Foree 115}
the Hiver Putrol Force (Task Foree 118)
~River Assault Flotilla One (Task

Foree 117)

- the Naval Advisory Group, which is
charged with advising the Vietnnmese Navy on all
phages of its operatons

- the Seaboees of the Third Naval Construc-
tion Brigade

- the Naval Support Actvity, Danang,
which provides loglstic supportfor all U.S. forces
in the I Corps arsa

= the Naval Support Activity, Salgon, which
provides logistic support for nav al operations in
the I, I and IV Corps areas.

LComminder U.5. Noval Forces, Vietnam alao
exercises ares coordinition responsibilities for
the Milisry Sea Transportation Offfce, Vietnam:



Officer in Charge of Construction, Vietmam, who
la responsible for the coordination of all construe-
tion and contracting in the Republic of Vietnam and
the Commander, Coust GuardActivities, Vietnam,
who coordinates the activities of Const Guard Squad-
rof One, Port Security and Waterways Detnil pnd
the Coast Guard Shipping Advisor.

COMNAVFORY also exercises operationa] con
trol over the Naval Research and Development
Unit, Vietnam, which has the misslon of testing
and evaluating now equipment and techniques to bo
used in the Repuablic, in addition to elearance and
salvage porsonnel.

COMMNAVFORY is nival component commuander
of the U. 5. Militury Assistince Command, Vietnsm,
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Ope thousand miles of rugged coastline tempt the
Viet Cong to smuggle men and equipmoeont into South
Vietnam by sea.

The U.8. Mavy and Consl Guard have joined with
the Republic of Vietnam Navy to make any such at-
tempt as expensive as possible.

Operation Market Time is the U8, Navy's ef-
fort to blook the ensmy®s use of sea routes for re-
supply .

Formally designated the Coostal Surveillanee
Foree {Task Force 116), Market Time includes
Nayy Swift boats, Coast Guard patral bosts and
cutbers and radar pickel escort ships, coastal and
occedn-going minesweepers, patrol gunboztis, SPZH
"Neptune "and PIA "Orion" aireraft, harbor defense
units and strategically located coastal surveillaneo
centers which coordinate overall efforts in thelr
sectora.

Novy S8will boats (PCF for Patral Crafi, Fast)
and Coast Guard patrol boals (WPBs) and culters
(WHECRg), minesweepers (MSCOs and MSOs) and the
radar pickel ships (DERs) patrol waters along the
shoreline, boarding and searching thousands of
junks daily.

During routine searches, identilication cards
and cargo manifests are checked by Vietnamege
national maritime policemen who are carried as
liison men and inter preters,

I manifests or identificslion pipers are oul of
order, the bodt or persons are further inve st gated
by Vietnmmese or U.5, Intalligence authorilivs.

The boats operate from bases established along
Lo coastline. There are 26 WPHEs and more than
B0 Swills in—country. The five Coast Guard (WHEC)
cutiors operate firom bases outside the Republic of
Vietnom.

The 82-footlong Coast Guard patraol beat (WPR)
can patrol at sea five days ot a time with 11-man




erews alternating walches.

Carrying only gix men, the 50- foot Swilt (PCEF)
stays @t gea 24to 36 hours afa stretch. The Swift
boats have speeds up to 285 knots, Themoro
heavily-nrmed WPBs can do 18 knots,

Market Time engagements with large, steel-
hulled enemy re-supply trawlers have resulted in
the destruction of [our of the enemy ships, the
cipture of two and the prevention of entry of two
others.

In pddition to board and search operstions, the
patrol craft regularly provide punfire support for
land -based troop operetions.

The surface craftoperatingin Market Time have
frequently had occasion o rescus Vietnamese flee-
ing the Viet Cong in overcrowded bodls. They live
wlso assisted fi

The Coast Goard's highenduranoee cutter (WIHEC),
largest of the Market Time craft, 1s 311 feel in
length and carries a crew of 150 officers amnd en-
listed men.

Along with the Coast Guard WHE Cs, radar picket
ascort ships (DERs), assigned to Market Time on
i rotating basis by Cruiser-Destroyer Foroe,
Pacific, and minesweepers [rom Mine Force, Pa-
oific, provide un outer screen force to prevenlany
end runs by the communists.

swwrmien in distress,
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Operation
Game
Warden

TASK FORCE N6

More than five million SBoulh Vielnamese live in
the Mekong Delta, a flatland of rice paddies and
miles of connecting rivers and canils,

In bettor times the rich goil would provide rice
for all of Vietnam, with Eirge quantities remaining
for export. Now, thousandsof Viet Cong puerillag
undermine the political and economic order. Pro-
duction has been choked to & fraction of pre-war
levals,

Defeating this highly determined and elusive
cigmy requires steady pressure on as many froats
e, Considering the population density,

A8 pog
these nre extraordinary demands. They are re-
flected in the mission of the U.5. Navy's Opera
tlon GAME WARDEN.

Commander River Patrol Foree 0TF 118 directs
Operation Geme Wiarden from his headguarters al
Binh Thuy. This U.5, NavalSupportActivity Base
Ia near the IV Corps Tactical Zone Army Hesd-
quarters in Can Tho, The Commander controls
day and night patrols covering all the major w J
arleries of the Deltaand the Rung SatSpecinl Zone,
The Run g Sat is o strategic mangrove marshland
surrounding the main shipping lane [rom the South
China Sea to Saigon,

The primary goal isto prevent enemy use of the
main river highwiys for troop movements and re




supply. Tothisend, curfews have been established
ot night, and daytime traffic is constantly stopped
and searehed by Hiver Pairol Boats (PERs).

Improperly manifested cargo and civilians with-
oul identification are thoroughly (nveatipanted. A
Vietnpmese Nationel Mari time paliceman rides
gach patrol to check pupers. Suspected Viet Cong
are further investiputed by local Viethamese and
U, 8. intelligence authorities,

Game Warden units fulfill varying support roles
in this war of many fronts. Vietnamese Heglonal
and Popular Foroe outposte along the rivers con-
tinually call for PRR assistance when aitacked by
the Viet Cong. Vietnamese Army regulirs use the
same Warden units as blocking for ces for their
group BWoeps.

Daily contact with Vietnamese on the rivers has
preaented unigque opportunities for civic action and
psychological warfare, Medieal Civie Action Pro-
jects (MEDCAPS), o joint effort in which whole
villages are selected for medical assistance, are
conducted regularly.

The PBHR itselfis particularly well suited to her
many roles. Small, fost and well armed, she can
run down evading sampans and egeape enemy & -
bushes. Twin witer jets propel the craftat speeds
in exeess of 20 knots. A crew of four, wsually
captained by & petty officer first class, mans
i o Sl=caliber gun aft and a twin . G0-mount forward,
along with a variely of small arms,

There are nine Game Warden support bases in
Vietnam. Three of these are mobile bases ubiliz-
ing four espécially configpured 15Ts (Landing Ship,
Tank)., Each L8T is capable of completely sup-
porting ten PBRs. Almost 200 Game Warden boats
are operated and supported by approximagely 2, 000
siilors.

Patrol boat operations are supported by Navy
UH-1B helicopters, bristling with machine guns
and air-to-surface rockets.

The naval alrmen operate from five scattered
sites in the Delta, providing lire support and re-
pannaigsance for PER&. They assistin fire fights

Noor gunmer on "Huey® kali-

copter gunahip (right] peppera
W poaitions in  the Mekong
Daliag,

Craumen of a Game Warden Support Skip
pour dimm  high explogive rvounds dnta VO
pogitiona in the Dalim,




agningt epemny sampans and junk s, or Viet Cong
ambushes. Detschmems of two armed helicopters
algo operate from the Game Warden 1LSTa.

The helicopters also provide support for other
friendly ground or walerborne units, carrying cut
rockeliand straling sirikes, resculng downed pilots
or others in distress, and covering for mediecal
ovilcuntion.

Operialion Game Warden include s aix mineswesap-
ing boats (MSBs) from the Pacific Fleet Mine Force
among its assets. 8Six other boats,
Medium Landing Craft (L8Ms), alao gerve as mine—
BWEEPETR.

The 57 -foot, wooden-hulled” MSHs and LCMs
sweep the Long Tau River channel which winds 45

converted
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miles through the Rung Sat Special Zone to the port
of Saigon, Their job 18 to find and destroy enemy
mines which throalen both eivilian nnd military
shipping. A ship sunk inthis vital waterway could
choke Sulgon®s elvillaneconomy and cut an Impor-
tant {ree world forees supply route as woll.

U.B. Navy counter-insurgency (Seal) teams
operate in Game Warden, Seal teams are unita
trained In unconventional or para-military oper-
ations and are sgquipped to train personnel of allied
naticns in such eperations, Seals are ahle to
oporate with little support in restricted waters or
in a land environment.

The name Seal is derived from the words Sea,
Alrand Land. Sealscompare with the U, 5. Army's



Special Forces or the Alr Force Commandos, and
can be classified as combination [rogmen-parna-
i[r:-l,||u_:rr;—l,'u:-:rlrllimllll.-'l.

As well as being UDT men, Seals must be qual-
ified parachute jumpers, proficient in at least one
foreign language and expert in all types of hind-to-
hamd combat and self-defense measures.

Inessenee, Seal training teaches reconnil sSines
demolition and search and rescue,
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Mobile
Riverine
Force

Task Force 117

14

Thia Mobile Hiverine Force (MRF) is o joint
Army=Navy strike force designed for combat in i
riverine environment.

Combining U.8. Army and Nuvy units to fight a
land-water war is baused on concepts and strategy
developed during the Mississippl Delta Campaign
af the Civil War.

Today, & century later and 10, 000 miles from the
muddy banks of the Mississippi, modernl zed adagpta-
tions of the original tietios are dealing lopsided
defeats to Viet Cong battalions which once consid-
ered the Mekong Delta their prized sanctunry.
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The Navy's arm of the MRF is River Assault
Flotilla One (Task Force 117), Operatingifrom
self-propelled barracks ships, four types of as-

" gaunlt river craftcarry the battle and Army troops
right into the VC's backyard, The boats, all
heavily arm ed and armored, are the "Monitor, "
the Command and Communications Boat (CCB),
the Armed Troop Carrier (ATC) and the Assault
Support Patrol Boat (ASPB).

The workhorse.of these craftis the ATC, Armed ‘

with an arsenal of short range weapons, each hoat
can carry a platoon of fully-equipped infantrymen

330730 -88 -4
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almost anywhere in the Delta.,

With longer range firepower, the heavy gunfire
support comes fr om the "Monitor, " battleship of
the little green fleet.

The ASPB acts aa a destroyer for the "fleet,™
escorting the other boats upthe rivers and canals.
It also serves as a minesweeper.

Boththe Army and Navy use the CCB as anafloat
forward command post during operations.

The little greenfleet along withitslarger support
ships -- a Mobile Riverine Base -- makes up the

~ modern Mocbhile Riverine Force.
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Military
Sea
Transportation
Service

Providing immediate scalilt capability inthe
avent of un emergency hag beenthe mission of the
METS [or many years, Thismission his béen ac-
complished in Vietoam with a [leet that includes
pirerafi ferrles, tankers, i p ghips, roll-on

roll=off vehicular eargo ships, and refrigerated

LI

and dry cargo ships.

The Military Sea Transportation Service Office,
Vietnam, was established in Saigon in April 1965
and has since become the largest MSTS office in
the world.

Now more than 100 afflcer s and enlisted men have
the reaponsibility of controlling ocean shipping and
shipping space within the Hepublic of Vietnam.
Forty-seven percent of the world-wide MSTS fleat
is directly engaged in logistic support of the war
effort.

Operations during the military build-up have
necessitated the establishment of MS3TS units atthe
three major up-—countyy ports of Gui Nhon, Danang
and Cam Ranh Bay. Smaller units are located ai
Vung Too, Vung Ro, Phan Hang, Chu Lai and Nha
Trang,

Aoting as the single agenoy for ocean Wranspor-
tation for the Department ol Delense in Vietnam,
METBOV serves every branch of the armed forees
nnd government agencies.

[he latest iInnovation under MSTSOV is the Seay
Land container ship service. Thisisa simple and
eoonomical dellvery system involving the move-
ment of cargo in large steel containers by ships
specially configured for that purpose. The con-
talners, ships and cerinin associated services are
furnished by a elvilinn contractor. The service
began with the arrival of the first of such ships,
55 BIENVILLE, at Danang, August 1, L1967,

Specifically, MSTSOV and the Naval Control of
Shipping Officer (MCS50) are charged with the dutles
of monitoring the progress of all deep draft ships
enroute to Vietnom and in Vietnom ports; issuing
siil orders to all ships upon completion of cargo
operations in port; and maintaining 1iaison with
shipping npents regurding routing and progress of
ships in the Hepublic of Viemam,
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Naval
s"pport

ctivity
Sﬂigon

The Naval Support Activity, Salgon (NSAS) was
establishedas & Service Force, U.8. Puacifle Fleet
commanmd on May 17, 19&66.

PMwo-thirds of ils personnel aro located culside
the environs of the capital city. I is their job
gee that the logistical requiroments for U5, Navy
units in the [I, O and IV Cor ps tactical rones ol
Vietnam are lfilled,

Detaghments of the Sadon-headquartered acEivizy
reach from the porthern edge of I Cor ps to Phu
Quoe Island in the Gulf of Thailand,

Bases nlong the coastline give full logistc sup-
port to Operations Market Tim ¢ and Stable Door
(patrolactivities of herbor defense ellort);
whose efforts areaimed at proventing Viet Cong in-
[iltration of men and equipment by sea and sabolage
ol shipping in harbors.

Coaslil bases are locited at Qui Nhon, Nha Trang
and Cam Ranh Bayin the 11 Corps area, at Cat Lo
and Ving ‘Tauinthe III Corps aresd, and at An Thoi
on Phu Quoc Islandin the IV Corps arca.  The NSA
detachments provide support services such as ro-

L
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palr and maintenanee for swift boats, Coast Guard
cutlers, LCPLs and LOMs and other oraft and all
vehicle and material handling equipment. They
also provide berthing, messing, administration,
medical, postal, and supply support for Naval per-
sonnel stationed in these areas,

In the Mekong Delta, where more than half the
Vietnamese population lves, NSA Suigon detach-
ments support river patrol boals and crews engaged
In the counter-infiltration elforts of Operation
Game Warden. Nha Be, in the Rung Sat Special
Zone 10 kilometers south of Ssigon, and My Tho,
Vinh Long, S8a Dec, Don Tam, Binh Tre and Binh
Thuy are logistic support centers in the rice-rich
Deltn area, Types of craft supported by these
tachments include river patrol boats, LCMs,
armored troop carriers, Monitors and command
and conirel eraflt (all converted LCMs), mine
gweeplng boats and a variety of other small eraft.

Support bases vary [rom completely lsolated
eamps ke Cam Ranh Bayand An Theito locations
inthe center of good-sized delta towns like My Tho
and Sa Doec,

A lappe share of Saigon-tuasd personnel (s con-
antly inthe fleld. " The pilots and crew mem ber s
af NBA Snigon's Avintion Department are good
examples. Usings variety of alrorafi, thoy trans-
port cargo and people to all naval support activity
sites throughout the Republic of Vietmiom.

The Seabees of the Public Works Department are
another prime example of more "out"” than "in*
people. As they move from bise Lo base, these
sl lor-goldier-construction experts build, maintain
and fix everything from piers and mess halls to
generilors and motor vehicles,

Rudiomen snd electronics technicians of the Re-
pilr Depariment are constantly visiting the detach-
ments, coastal survelllanes centers, and hirbor
gntrance control posts to keep vital communications

channels open and operating.

The Bupply Department roving field texns
trouble-shool logistic problems arising bolweon
user and supplier.

Administrative personnel regularly visit all field
activities to nssist and coordinitle personnael, med-
ical, speciil services, and educational services
programs for the thonsands of neval porsonne] sup-
ported by NSA Swigon.

Chaplains assigned to NBA Saigon are true “eir-
cuit riders. " And there are others, such as photog-
raphers and journalisis, who ean figure on spend-
ing half of their year's tour somowhere outside
Sadgon,

Led by Commander Nowval Support Activily,
Baigon, department heads and other officers also
go out regularly to see the problems for themselves
nmil fo look for solutions.

In Sajgon, storekeepers are kept busy ordering,
recelving, sorting, loading and shipping the
thousands of items, big and amall, required to
wage wor against the Viet Cong in the 11, I mnd
IV Corps arcis.

The postil clerk's job iz to see that the madl gols
where it is supposed to go, on Wme.

Maburalng elerka handle pay for all Mavymen in
the three Corps areas. Personnelmen and yeomen
Lilke care of their records and administrative prob-
lems.

Gunner's mates see to il that the [eld actvities
nre supplicd with arms and ammunition; they also
ingtruct in the use of the wodpons.

Lithographers, draftsmen, enginemen, boat-
swiin's mates, ruediomen, and m any others take
pirt in earrying oul the mission of NSA Baigon.
Thatmisaion, simply stated, is: "Provide all Kavy
clements in the O, I and IV Corps areas of Souih
Vietnm with ull loglstic and ndministrative sup—
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Naval Support

The Naval Support Activity, Danang (NSAD) was
egtablished on October 15, 1965, to support the
Third Marine Amphibicus Force (II MATF),

This, the Navy's largest overseas shore com-
mand, supports more than 152,000 free world
fighting forces in the I Corps Tactical Zone, the
five northern provinces of the Republic of Vietnam,

Danang has grown from an anchorage to a bus-
tling deep-draft seaport handling one million tons of
cargo every three months. Sixty percent of the
cargo stays in Danang. The remainder is shipped
up and down the 225 mile length of the I Corps
Tactical Zone.

A bridge-cargo complex, completed in July 1966,
wasg the first major improvement of off-loading
facilities, On October 15,1966, the Thong Nhat Deep
Water Piers complex was officially dedicated. The
two 90 by 60 foot piers, plusa special De Long
pier, more than doubled the cargo capacity.

NSAD has one of the world's largest warehouse
facilities. It grew from six Butler buildings in
mudand sandto a complex of 18 warehouses, each
consisting of eight Butler units with more than
570,000 square feet of covered storage. Five
reefer banks with 110, 000 square feet grew to 13
reefer banks with m or e than 350, 000 square feet
of area, In addition, there are more than 500,000
square feet of hard-surface, open storage.

Originally 1,412 officers and enlisted men,
NSADhas grown to a force of 8, 000 Navy personnel.
It employs more than 3,000 Vietnamese civilians.

The command's operations have expanded to in-
clude detachments at Dong Ha/Cua Viet, Hue/Tan
My, Phu Baiand Chu Lai. The latter is the largest
detachment with approximately one-sixththe capa-
bility of Danang.

The Danang headquarters is located in the "White
Elephant" compound in downtown Danang. Camp
Tien Sha, the Navy's largest cantonment, provides
messing and berthing facilities at the foot of Mon-
key Mountain for more than 4, 000 personnel. Three
barracks ships provide messingandberthing for an
additional 1, 600 men.

22

ctivity Danung

The Security Divigion is char ged with base
security, road patrol, fire protection, investigation
and inteiligence. Ithasbeenassignedthe only Navy
sentry dogs in Vietnam.

The Operations Department is charged with the
movement of car go along the coast, harbors and
rivers of I Corps and has more than 185 craft as-

signed to it, Operations' responsibilities include
harbor security, lighterage, navigation aids, ser-
vice craft and operation of the command's plane,



The Secur ity Division is char ged with bage
urity, road patrol, fire protection, inverstl
intellipence., 11 has bd o the
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The Public Works Department spends one-Lenlth
of the Navy's anouil budget for publie works in |
Corps, oporiating 80 to 100 cargo trucks cach 12Z-
hour shilt and providing taxi and bus serviece for
LW, GO0y pussengers o week. I also coordinates
minor eongtruction, design, planning, real ostato,
maintenance and utilities.

I'he Repair Deparitment maintaing 8 small craft
repir 1.'||,::'||'L].' Lo hibadle overhaul s and maintenance
of service craft. A 100-ton floating erane and
fMaeting deydock are availnble for erafl overhauls,

A staffof more than 500 afficers and enlisted
men aperstesa 400-hed atutlon hosplial, sick baya
and doental clinics., The sir-condibonod hospital
has full medical facilities, Including a radiology
clinic, pathology laboratory, neuwrosurgical wards,
orthopedics elinie and an optical dispensing unit.
The hospital containg the [ ir st frozen blood bank
ever to operate in o combat zone.

The Supply Department is responsible for the

movement, storage and stock controlof cargo. 1L
carries more than B3, 000 line itema. Stock Con-
trol processes more than 23, 000 receipls in o
Mlnglv manth. In addition, the Fisoal Sectlon
handles pnnunl funds of over §40 milllon, Freight
lerminal Section hundles the off-loading of cargo
from the ships and conducts portolearance; a total
of 3 million gallons 8 month of diesel fuel, aviation
gag, motor gas and JP=-4 is consumed from the
Fuel Secliod.

Danong and its harbor comprise on aren ogqual
to that of the Distriet of Columbia, With a popu -
lation of 275,000, it is the second largest cily in
Vietnam, Working through the Mayor of Danang,
the Navy operates oine Villige Assistince Toams
which live and work with the people, 28 sell<help
projects, and & technical traindng school for ref-
ugees, It alao provides assistance for two hospi-
tils. NSAD medical personmnel Lreal more than
3, 000 Vietnamese cach week.
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Seabees

The NAVY 's Construction Forces —- the bedibees

have already become a legend, Throughout the
Navy and Murine Corpa, their Gclicis o support ol
combiat forees have instilled a confidence in their
'Can Do' mistto, .. The Seabees carned their color=
ful amnd commendable reputation as doers during
the island -hopplng Pacific campaigns of World War
L. In Korea, Scabees pain proved thelr metils,
Now, in South Vietnam, another generation of Sed-

hees s carryving on the tradifion as bullders and
fighters, " == The Honorable Paul H. Nitze, lormer
Secretary ol the Navy,

In the spring of 1965, as the 1.5, incrodscd ils
military activity dgainst the Viet Cong, the Seabees
were cilled upon to provide construction support
to Navy and Marine Corps force s in the combat

ared,

Kayy Mobile Construction Battalion Ten was the
first to arrive in Vietnom |, lnnding st Chu Lai on
an 8, 000 -foot expeditionary runway. In just 243
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days Marine jots were flying strikes against the
Viet Cong Irom the alratrip.

Since that initial landing, the S8eabee force in
Vietnam has grown to its preseni-day strength of
12 hattalions under the control of Commander
Iird Naval Construction Brignde In Dannng.

The majority of the In-couniry Seabees support
Marine Corps forces in the [ Corps orea near the
Demilitarized Zone. Here, Seabees have been en-
gaged in bullding fortifications atthe DMZ. Their
main camp sites are in the Danang, Chu Lal and
Hue-Phu BHal areas.

The Senboes also have made o naome for them-
gilves in civie action. In May 1967 they distri-
buted more than 145, 000 pounds of food, clothing,
soap, school supplies and other necdod items to the
villagers, schools and orphanages near thelr camp
sites.

Anpther element in their civic action program 1a
the Seabee Team. Erch team consists of o Navy
Civil Engineer Corps officer and 12 construction-
men, including one cor peman. They have been
operating in Vietnam sinee 1963, Instructing and
assisting local villagers to build bridges, roads
and dama The tenms also train villagers in specinl-
ized construction skills and sanitation practices.

During an eight-month deployment, each af the
cight Seabee Teams presently in-country is under
the sponsorship of the LS. Agency for International
Dovelopment (USAID).

Though their main job is construction, Seabees
have proven they can also fight when the cocasion
arises.

Mervin G, Shields, & moember of Seabes Team
1104, was killed in June 1865 while defending a
camp aite at Dong Xoai [rom 4 Viet Cong morfarand
machine gun atiack. Hewas posthumously awarded
the Mednl of Honor, becoming the first Seabes Lo
ovor win the Medal and the first Naovyman to be so
honored in the Vietnam War.
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Provineial Health Assistance Program (MILPHAPL
Navy doctors, Medical Service Corps offlcers and
Hospital Corpsmen moke up the medical teams
which operate under the directlon of the United
States Agency for International Development
(USAID). The teams visit villages in outlying dis-
tricts and work to improve the health and standaed
of living of the people.

And Clvic Action applies incountless cages whire
Navymen on thelr own have aided individual
Vietnamese [riends —— from putting youngsters
through school to buying elsthes, food and olhor
necded ilems for families.

Whaother afficially sponsored as acommand pro-
Jeetor initinted by 4 sympithetic siilor, Civie
Action is proof of the concern for the woll-being of
the individual.
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The Vietnamese Navy is becoming increasingly
effective in its many facéted operations along the
coastline and'in the Delta Region of South Vietnam.

And the growing pride among Vietnamese officers
and men is shared by a group of highly versatile
American Navymen who serve as advigors at all
levels. :

At headquarters, on the fleet ships and junks at
sea, and on board assault craft on the rivers,
American advisors are providing experience and
knowledge wherever and whenever needed.

The hallmark of a successful advisor is profes-
sionalism. The U.S. advisors with the Vietnamese
Navy'have more than their share, having been
specially selected for their assignments, Although
many assigned duties are well outside the normasal
range of U.8. Navy experience, for instance,
laying a night ambush or operating armed junks
from outposts located.in VC controlled territory,
the advisors' enthusiasm, their ability to adapt
and their pride in service are ensuring top perfor-
mance,

Fleet Command advisors have been particularly
effective in bringing U.8. fleet standards of excel-
lence to the 61 Vietnamese Navy Fleet ships. Their

. efforts are paying off handsomely in enhancedfleet

operational effectiveness and material reliability.
In the interior of the Delta region, Americans
are agsigned as advisors to River Assault Groups
(RAGs) which provide combat lifi, gunfire support,
and patrol escort. These forces, often reierred
to as the elite ofthe Vietnamese Navy, are in daily
combat with the enemy. .
Advisorsare algo agsignedto Navy headquarters
in Saigon, at the Saigon Navy Shipyard, the largest
industrial complex in South Vietnam, and at the Navy
Supply Center. These advisory units are assisting
to an important degree in improving Vietnamese

- Navy performance throughthe generation ofa wide

range of initiatives and programs which focus on
identified weaknesses in planning, administration,
training, and logistic support.

U.8, Marines alsoare servingasadvisorsto the
small but very professional Vietnamese Marine
Corps. The Americang take part intraining efforts
and accompany the Vietnamese Marines into battle,

The Chief of Staff of the Vietnamese Marines, in
abirthday greeting to the U.S. Marines, expressed
the feelings of the Corps when he said:

"We pledge that we will strive always to uphold.
our honor as Marines andto build within the Viet-
namese Marine Corps those traditions and esprit
de corps which mark Marines everywhere, "
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