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The second shlnment of ASPB's arrlved in Vung Tau. cn 30 September. Due
to the - lack of’ cranes with required. capaclty in the Vung Ten area, and
the failure.to zchieve relocaulcn of a crane from Saigon, the SS" AMERICAN
HAWK was requiréd. to. weit' in’ Vung Tau untll pier space. and. crane services.
were available in Salgcn._ Cn the morning of*3 October, the AMERICAN :
" HAWK ‘finally got under- way for Saigony: After arriving in Saigon for- ‘ .

. offloading, it was. necessary to’wait until 2200 hours for the Army BD '

.crane to offload the ASPB, "Since' the ,boat outfitting kits were stowed
beneath a hatch on which rested an ASPB offloading of- ASPB and asso-
cieted boat kits consumed ‘most of thes: nlght. Cn the morning of 4 COctober,
~the ASPB, towed by a commercisl tug, in company with two LCM!'s loaded

. with boat kits, got underway for, Cat Lo.4 At:1630 local tire, the ASFB
vere f_nally located at Cat Lo, ‘where outfitting could begin and an
inventory. of the beat kits could be started. A total of four days had.
elapsed since the S.S. ALARICAN HAWK had arrived at the FOD, Vung Tau.

Cn 4 Cectober, *he Mobile Rlverlne Force marked another first,, The first
test 1n~country of an ATC mounted flame thrower.  An M-132-A1 flame con-
figured armored personnel carrier was shoée-horned. into’an ATC of RIVDIV
92, With winds of four knots and gusting higher, the fleme thrower was -
tested on the hostile KIEW HOA shore south™of the MRB's present” location,
No difficulties were experienced with blowbeck of flame onto the’ ATC,
even when firing directly into the wind, Vith the results eccellent
The decision was made to emplcy the riverine flame weapcn on operatlons
‘scheduled for 5 and 6 Cctober. It vas, felt that the’ psychclcglcal
effécts of a flame weapon against- Drepared p051t10ns alcng hostile:
‘wateruays ‘would-be a valuable asset to the. riverine assault forces, and
‘indeed, even if not employed agalnst manned p031t10ns, the demonatratlon .
on. waterways known to be hcstllevwotﬂd.provide the enemy with an“added "+
-consideration when planning to’ oppose, the 1nterdlctlcn of: His routes{-.‘ff
T and,secret Zones.- a5 October, the M132A1 wasvamply demcnstrated in' 7
+  a kridwn VC areay sufficiently, it is; hoped tojalert his 1ntelllgence
. 7 “gystem. to theé new capability within ‘the’ Mobile Riverlnechrce. "The ,
~ .- Commsnding CGeneral, Sth InfantfyiDivision, has been*requested’tc attach
up. to four 113241, and assoclated service;units- to.the MRFffcr anilpder~
inite. perlod. If approved this w111 add-a new dlmen31on‘to,the'capa~.
bllltles of. the Mobile Rdverlne Force ;o ﬁ4.g'

On 9 OCtober alFlotllla Parade‘was held a the RIVWLOT Detachment Dcng
_Tem,! Boat crews: belng relieved: (10 ATC - Mbnitor) wer lauded for: thei
N 1 - T piter i,
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Commen01ng at 100400H the Noblls Raverine Base relocated;lrom Dong Tam
to Vung Tau in preparatlon for: MRF. Operatlon Coronado VI (11—18 Oct) in
the);Rung. Sat. Special Zone, " The major portlon of the move was made along
the- SongAMy Tho and Song Cua Tieu under the”cover of: derkmess, “Even-
though merchant shipping was- ahchored’ along the route né problems were
encountered, This relocation merked the: first tlme that the major ships )
of the. Noblle Rivering Force have transited the Mekong - River complex at R
night,.. The ability ,of the entire force to fove under cover of darkness o
in the rivers of the Mekong Delta in’ ordex~to conceal and vary the
pattern of movement into an ares’ of operations will increase the surprise
factor of MRF operations agalnst the eremy, Minesweeping was conducted
in advance of the force, and each major ship was accompanied by four
river assault craft which acted as a moving escort/screen, This moving
screen appears to be the most satisfactory method for protectlon of".

the major units of the Moblle Riverine Force during transit, not only
because it affords continuous coordinated defense for each shap but

elso because. it allows for variance in speed of each of the maJor shlps
without any loss of proteotlon.u~m-. - SRR - :

Plans are now underway for employment of:a VFhC Battallon w1th the
_Noblle Raverlne Force about 15 November. Due to llmlted shlpboard ACCOM

.....

‘Moblle Rlverlne Base w1thin walking dlstance of" the‘boat staglng area.
.. - This.battalion, using a” 60;90 day notation cycIe, will” stage: out”of *
,?:‘Vung Tau when. the MRE; oPerate A -_he Rung ‘Sét and fromfan ARVN' bass
i neay. My Tho when:ths»MRB 1s‘1n.the viclnityfof Dong Tan Previous P
' jointjoperatlon £ the: VRE, and’ YNMC- havsqbeen"successful and the,.
= permanent assmgnment of a*VNMG Battallonf" % be Tmx

" MG ot wills
_same marner as “the: U, S.tBattalions alreadykopsratlng'with the, MRF _r,w;
'Although U5, pollcy nreoludss actual OPGON“oﬂ Vietnamese troops, the .

e fl B hw; W
'=‘The CAROLINE COUNTI was relieved: ag. the Mobile Riverine: Base resupply
7. Y USS! _UNéY (LST-BAA) .
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Comméﬁding*Officéf,;Aéth Infantry Regnment (ARVH), 1nrcharge_of securlty
of the Dlstrlct' 't

;durlng the electﬂon, ‘expressed his appre01at10n b

seCLrlty prov1ded By the MEF. and the 46th Infantry Reglment (ARVYN)- allowed
83,2 percentfo
icent incident.'’ He mentioned that numerous. civilians reported that the.,
presence of ‘U.S. boats on the waterways of the District wvas a 51gn1f1can
factor in providing reassurance tc the voters.” The only VC attempt in’
the entire District to dwsrupt the election consisted of tnree craters.
blovn in Highway 5A early on 22 Cctober, ' Damage to the Plghway was' re-
paired by 221100H, The Mobile Riverine Force was involved in a similar
security role-in the same District during the RVH Presidential “elections.
During that election, over 92 percent of the Districtls registered voters
took part in the electicn,  In both elections, the percentage of partic-
ipetion in Cen Giouc District was con51deraolv higher than the natiocnal
average, This indicates that extensive operations conducted by the MAF
in the Dlstrlct during June and July were very successful in undermining
the VC influence in the area.- _ )

all registered voters to move to the polls. without: signif- =




