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COMMAND HISTORY

PR

CAPT Robert S SALZLR relieved CAPT Uade C WELLS, of CONRIVFLOI ONE/COMRIV-
SUPPRON SEVEN/CTF- 117-on 2 December aboard Uss BENEWﬁH'(APB—35) General
WESTMORELAND presented CAET eIILS with. the: Dlstlnguished SBPV1CE Medal for
his services in organizing and- leadlng ‘the MRF', ~Ins additlon, Brigadier
General THANH, ARVN.7th, Infantry. Division Commander, presented CAPT WELLS
with the Vietnamese Cross of’ Gallantry with Palm for his participeticn

as Commander Tesk- Force 117 during Operatlon CORONADO: II from 29- July to.
A August 1967, | -

Ph,sed Operatlon Coronaoo IX contlnued durlng the reportlng period, with
ore operztion conducted in Western Dinh Tuong and Eaetern Kien Phong
Provinces during the perﬂod -6 Dccember.7 :

Movement from Dong Tam to the obJectlve area commenced durlng the night of
3 December when theé barge—mounted artillery, accompanled by elements of
RAD 92, got underway for the Fire Suprort Fatrol: Base (FSFB) 30 N.M. up -
river. The artillery was followed by RAD 112/5th -Infantry Battalion VHDMC,
RAD 111/3-47th Infantry Batteﬂlon and ‘RAD 91/L—47th Infantry Battallon, ;
consecutrvely.

RiD 112 fought its way through one- B-AO/RPG-? ambush and ‘landed the Vi
rarine Battalion uncer fire at 040800 on the upper Rach Ruong on the

flenk of thé enemy and began a day-long fight with the.502 Local Force
Battalion and:local guerlllas. This action again hlghlighted the tenac1ty,
fprofe351ona1 competende- and’ aggressiveness of the elife VNMC:battalion.,
The VN Marines accoumted: for the" majority: of. the day’s klll and toox the

' "heav1est losues themselves.‘_RAD-llz supported the’ ground maneuver from- the.

' -fwaterway whlle taklng several'RR/B'40/AW hits!thr ughout-the dey and night;

\’RAD—lll was also taken under fire enroute t0‘3 47thﬁInfan ry Battallon

_;Fthroughout the" actlon.‘
"durlng’thls actlon. ;v

687were wounded

Two USN personnek were killed:

‘ fAs a deceptlon_measure ‘the"MRB. delayed relocat - unti he.boaté.uere in
the: area’ of” operat’on.g At 040630H; the MRB got underway from Dong Tam
escortedvby—ASPB'

- E,H&I flres wers: conducted by*,

transity . Upon arrival:in. the'objectlve aréa, DEFCON: 1T ua

T

'3,,beaches on the Rach Ruong,. The tr00ps were succ ssfully placed ashore and
* the River Assault “Craft contlnued to. prov1ce clode;support_to the battalion:
and
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~ during 5 and 6.December. .Units wers backloaded’ commenclng PM 5 December‘ffg
. and comoleted 1n the afternoon of 6 December. o oy :

Enemy KIA, WIA and captured weapons and material were as follows.

111 and 91 contlnued to’ support‘the 1nfentry in the chectlve area

e

The MRF relocated to the v1c1n1ty of uhe Junctlon of the\Song 11en Gv,ngp"” c
and Co Chlen Rivers AM 6 December without 1nc1dent _ s N

This highiy successful Operatlon rendered yet anotner VC haven area unsafe
for the enemy and added substantially to GVN/US- presence in the Delta,

VG KI4 (BC) T 266 !
v VO WI4 ; . 1 !
' VC PW. . AR g8 . : i
DETAINEE 1108 (Incl PW)

VC WEAPONS CAPTURID

3 B-40 Rockets 11 Russian Rifles
2 BLR 1 Revolver -
7 AKe-L7 | 5 Colt K-54's
15 M-1 Carbines 1 Colt BA-38
2 Me]l rifles 1 Handmade Pistol _
1 Thompson SHG 1 English Sniper Rifle w/scope~
3 Chicom Carbines .1 .45 Cal Pistol .
1 U.S. Carbine.: Tl M-60 M.G.
16 Claymore Mlnes 182 Grenzdes
J15. Land Mlnes - e 5 AP Mines
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vc RATERIAL CAPTURED AND INSTALLATIONS DESTROYLD PRSI

1 PRC~10 R&dlo £ 3

72. U, 8¢ Maga21nes

- 35 Lbs. Documents-.. S
< 5000 Rounds -S4 Ammo AR UL

5000 1bs. rlce>“ S

. 161 Bunkers

126fSanpans{

"'seqcnmmd;{if

lO Lbs. Dentil, Equlpment C
Small’ amount of clothlng

L 2. Small Mechal Cacheg. -+~
6, Command Strictures™.
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COSDIV 17 arrlved Vung Tau on 4'December‘dnd flew‘to Dong Tam tbe
_same day'without 1ncident . Deltd orlentatlon'and
Ly 0 .

qhakedown'tralning was’

bl i Fr o § . B ',; """',I- '1'\';'7.; -
Subseouent phased Cornnado IX operatlons were not as.lucrative in, "terms of
enemy KIA as, the 4—6 December perlod.* However; continulng combat . pressure




" to the APL-26 and the W"STCHESTER CTY, " RAS 11 Staff and the.. Flotllla. Staff Cy

A new tactic, developed by CTF 117, was employed on 1/ December., Faced with =
the problem of penetrating the Rach Ba Rai, the scene of murderous umbushes.- :
end tenacious VC resistence in the past, a heavily armored riverine force

vas tasked to precece the embarked infantry up the stream. This force, -

composed of 2 Monitors, 2 ASPB, and 2 ATC with APC Flamethrowers emb_rked

preceded the 5th Inf Bn, WilC and the remainder of PAD 112 up the stream.

Their missgion was to attemut to provoke an attack from the shores, RAD

112 and the VN Marines were then to beach just south of any valid contzct

mede by the armored force and exploit the situation, Although the enemy

chose to avoid contzct on the 14th, the employment of a Riverine Armored
Reconnaissance Element, or "RARE", in this manner is felt to be tactically

sound and will be utiiized agein 1n the future,

The VC continued to avoid eny major centact with the MRF during air mobile
end riverine operziions in the Czm Son Secrat Zone on the 14th and in the
470 Base Area on the 15th and 16th., Ths MER relocated again to the junction
ol the Song Tien Gieng and the Co Chien on the morning of the 1l4th and
operations were ccncucted from that base., Contzct during the period was
light and sporeadic, ’ '

Four ASPBs from R:D 91 supported night reconnaissance activity on 12-13 December.
Selected 2nd Brigace irmy personnel, together with U.Sadvisors and VK irregulars
conducted a secries of insertions in the vicinity of Con Cat and Con Qui Islands,
The operation was considered & success by the advisors who expressed pleasure
with the performence of the Army personnel, .-

The use of a smoke screen as an MRB defensive measure wes evaluated on 15
December while the IFB wes anchored in the viecinity of Vinh Long. The test

was conducted utilizing smoke pots on waterborne defensive patrol creft.

On signal, the three boats on the northern side of the MRB activated their
smoke pots and continued on their normal patrol pattern. Within approximately
45 seconds, the MRB was Dui‘11c1ently obscured to inhibit a successful attack.
Duretion of thewsmoke cover, was 10-12. mlnutes, utilizing only one smoke pot

per boat, During corduct of this test, the wind was blowing toward the:lRB
resulting in partial ezposure of the: ShlpS nearest the north bank, This
‘situation could be rectified. by mov1ng the smoke-generating boats to a perimeter
farther out from the MRB, ' The' ideal smoke delivering vehicle apnears to be 7
the #3PB due to its ability to, cover a larger area in a shorter time frame,
While it would be best if the screen drlfted toward the enemy, the evaluation
condiicted 15 December showed that it is stlll an. effectlve masking deV1cer

even under relatively adverse condltions. s ~
Tollowihg: relocatlon from'Me junction of the Song Tien Giang and the Song g el
Co Chien' to Dong Tem on the 17th; TF 117 units cormenced movement ashore :
and-to the remaining ships, The Ammi p0ntoons were moved to Dong. ‘Tam. and

moved ashore, RAD 111 roved “to “the W“STCHESTER CTY,"™ RAD. 91 remalned,ln the T
LAPL and was’ JOlned by, RAD 92, - CTF 117 shlfted ﬁistpennant to the WESTCHESTER o
‘ CTY at 191200H and staff ashore at headquartersi2nd&Br1gade, 9th Infantry Div151on‘
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. at 191700H for RAV

The V c. uelcomed TF 117: units ashore by mountlng a mortar attack agalnst
Dong. Tam ‘Base’ the evenlng of 18 December., 16 rounds of 82rm mortar uere
flred 1nto the NW sectlon of tLe base, There were ho casualtles.

COLemTow'(QPB-36) denarted Dong Tem at. 181030d for. Subic Bay via Vung Tau
for RAV, TEWAH- (A PB—35) vas undrrway for Vung Lau at lQlOOOd arr1V1rg

Pnased Coronédo IX. operztion contlrued w1th one ooerﬂtlon conducted in Cai DT

Lay District, Horthern Dinh Tuong Province during the period 20-22 December,
lovement fron Dong Tem to. the obJective area commsnced during the night of
19 December when elements of RAD 111 lifted two cmmpenlee of 3/4'7th to

night embush sites on the Kinh Xen north of Dong Tam,  RAD's 91, 111, and
112 provided 1lift, backlift and susport to the 3/60th Inf- Bn, the 4/47 Inf
Bn and the 5th Inf Bn VIMC, 1In A.IY, of 21 Dec, the lead n_nesweeolrg boat,
=111-4 was mined while transiting the Xarg Canal, Personnel casualties

vere 3 UIA and 1 KIA, The boat hull was dished in but not 1 holed end retuwrned
to the MRB under her own power, Durrng the period the VC avoided any najer
contect with the MEF; therefore, ths 1nfantry was, backlozded on tﬂe 22nd. end
returned to Dong Tam.

mWO infantry bettalions supported by RAD'S 91 and 92 roved to separate 40'g
45 24 December to implement the Christmag Truce operetlons. RAD-O1 lifted
2-60th Inf Bn to beaches on the Kinh Giao Hoa, then established watertorne
blocks in the area. The eneiny- responded with small arms fire on two’ occasions -
during the day.: Fires were returned by Army and Nevy-units with unknown
results. Blocking positions.were estatlished in the afternoon and malntalned
for the remainder of the' truce period (to 251800H). .. 333 sampans wers searched.
with no detainees; hovever 26 VG were ‘observed on tbe afternoon.of. the 25th
preparing fortlficat*ons .on thewest bank of the Kinh. Gizo Hoa, ' The enemy A
fired at RAD 91 units but wlthdrew when? dssault craft and: 1nfantry responded
3«60 Inf Bn backloaded AM 26 December and returned to- Dong Tam.

mD 92 llfted 34T Inf Bn toubeachee.on the K1nh Song My Tho in-{the Ap Bac
area: HW of Dong. Tam, - Waterborne- blocks' were establlshed to complement the .
maneuver and.blocking positicns ashore., This wag- a_major crogsing site last
year during- the truce.. Powever . no-+ enemy act1V1ty was noted. during tbe

" period of the 1967 truce.;;Extraction wa s comuleted at 240759H &nd . ST
unlts returned‘to Dong Tam.F L # , ‘ .

Durlng the. Chrlstmae trucea ten ASPB'S 'from P_QD 112 were! committed in- '_;'r.
con3unct10nﬂw1th PBR's. from “TU-11653% 1 for: interdiction of V¢ resupply S
_routes- bétweén:Kinh Foa' and“Dinh- Tuong Provinces,,’ Although résults ‘of the S
patrols were negatlve, nlana_co t_nued for further evaluatlon of: PBR/ASPB teems. Z

L,




A riverine strike operztion was mounted on the mornlng of 28 December’
which continued to the end of the tonth, Oneratlons were. focused on the Cam*
Son/Ban Long area and included watér, and alr inferdiction and. saturation . o
patrolling in Ham Long, Cai Bay,’ Ca1 Léy and’ Long. Dlnh"Dlstrlcns.‘ Operaulons‘“
during this period were’ characterlzed*by=sporadic harra551vg swall arms 11re i
and no significani conteet, . - - S o
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In their flrct overaticnal emnTOyment on29. Decehber, two- CV's of LG 117, 4
inserted infentry squads into the- operatlon‘area. Although the troops . . " &
were succes;fu_ly 1ifted to their- destination, both" PiCV!sg” experienced.
mechenical and/or electrical dlfflcultles which rasulted in one of the-

vehicles being air llfted back’ to Dong Tam by é “Flylng Crane" helicovpter.

4t G200 on 29 December, CDR H HAMEL IIl.relleved LCDR C.L. HORCWITZ as
CCHRIVRON KINE. The ceremony was conducted in. the 20 on ooard CCB C-91-1
- because of requirements of operatlJns i progress.,
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