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- MRIVSUPPRON SEVEN,, T
‘ Captain Wade c.. ‘ ' o ““his staff were at’ “the

haval Amphibious deployment to: Vietnam.
The advanced ech - reen the- USS'WHITFIELD: - -
COUNTY (L3T-1169 'y Naval Fordes Vietnam,
Saigon. Under. t ' ' ' !icer, Captain Edwin P.n~

“  Smith, Jr., USN, and fifteen enlisted was B

' preparing for tb ' ' " jult Flotilla ONE and was..” .= .

overseeing the 1 [NE(4 officers and 9 Y
enlisted) and River assauit wivoowwic srmem —o ficers and 135 enlisted),

both of which.were embarked in WHITFLELD COUhTY Serving as a temporary
.gupport ship, WHITFIELD COUNTY was anchored in Vung Tau Harbor, one mile
from Vung Tau.

Elements of River Assault Squadron NINE (RAS 9) and RlVEE Assault’
Division NINETY-ONE (RAD-91) continued training with the 9th Infantry
Division’s 3rd Brigade, us;ng boats borrowed from the Vietnamese Navy. (VNN).
RAS-9 and RAD-91 were exercLSLng with the Army in LCM operations. This
trainlning followed a rour-day cycle set up by COMRIVFLOT ONE personnel- c T

Day l i Movement to the Shlp, lectures by shipiand Flotilla personnel
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_Daz u‘* Another*exercise in thBJRSSZ~WLth= ey “add
’ “ “various operation areas, and a return to thé?“d'"or
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) 12 February t aining operationa were secured %

3 a‘nd RAU—erb ga'n working, with the:3rd Battalion, 4ith: N
' Infantry ‘2nd Brigade, 9th'Infantry Division,; In the: first. four-day’cycle,
"A" and “B" Company participated.. On February 16 1967‘ "C" anda"E N

g ..and B Companies hadé;usg;éompleted. Increased enemy activity in the; Eongu

Hfa;35 ‘Tau channel of thebRSSchaused*a change.‘ COMNAVFORV ‘on: 1 :?eoruaryr1967
L Batt%lion,»-_

_ marked _he*end*of“training andetheibeginning‘OE combat'd pers " £or, River,
YAE: 08007 hoUT T Units’ of? RADZOL; TaAdEaE AN dna’ RIGR:
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AT 1967 CQMRIVFLOT ONE/COMRIVSUPPRON SEVEN Lo
CaptaLn Wade C’ Uells, USN and the ma jor portlon Of‘hlS staff: were at the
Naval Amphlblous Base* Coronadd preparxng for their deployment to: Vletnam.
The advanced echelon oE the command was lelded between the’ USS'WHITFIELD -
' COUNTY (LST-1169) -and,. the Headquarters for Commander, Naval Forces Vretnam, ;':w
_ Saigon. Under. the leadershlp oE ‘the Chief Staff Officer, Captaln Edwin P, -
* _Smith, Jr., USN .this*advance’ group of ten offlcers and fifteen enlisted was
. preparing for the arrlval of ‘the staff ‘of ‘River Assault Flotilla ONE and was.
overseeing the tralnxng of Rlver Assault’ Squadron NINE(4 officers and 9
enlisted) and River Assault Division NINE-ONE (2 officers and 135 enllsted),
both of which were embarked in WHITFIELD COUNTY. Serving as a temporary
support ship, WHITFIELD COUNTY was anchored in Vung Tau Harbor, one mile
from Vung Tau.

Elements of River Assault Squadron NINE (RAS 9) and River Assault’
Division NINETY-ONE (RAD-91). continued training with the 9th Infantry
Division’s 3rd Brigade, usmng boats borrowed from the Vietnamese Navy. (VNN),
RAS-9 and RAD-91 were exercxs;ng with the Army in LCM operationsi- This ~
trarnrnlng followed a. rour day cycle set up by COMRIVFLOT ONE personnel S TR

Day 1 i Movement to the shrp, lectures by shlp and Flotllla personnel
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'Daz 2. Wet net: tralnlngkand beachlng'r

gunnery exercrses.-

x « - Day: and nlght exercrses wrth several Lnserlro
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varloua*operatron areas, and a return to theﬁ uppor %hlpn.:
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A and "B" Company partxcipate ;l On February 16 1967""0" and}"E' T

Companles wereﬁscheduled to&atart -the: seme four-day trarningvcycleﬁthat nAr
N 4and B Companie snadfjusggcompleted Increased enemy’ acttvxty in: the Long?
2 “Tau channel of thesFS T' e
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marked thevend*of‘training andetheibéginning of combat o;%ratio " for. Rive i "
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: 5 the arrival of . the uss' ASKARI (ARL-SO) gav Commande .

’ Support Squadron SEVEN. (COMRIVSUPPRON SEVEN) a repair- capabllrty.ﬂﬁThe £
following morntngmﬁat 0800, Aray’ and Navy. personnel gathered atlthe Command
Post*in the RSSZ: for a brLef on the’ already-commenced operatlo
lSth of- February, a Joint Tactlcal Operation Center (JTOC) wasﬁestabllshed ]
“: on’ the WHITFIELD COUNTY, . Search, and destroy. and ambush’attempts®by the Army s
“i_falled to produce’ any srgnlficant contact with the enemy."ﬁowever, pos;tlve o

- . evidence of hlS recent presence was ascertalned
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On the 23rd of February,_the staff‘of COMRIVFLOT ONE arrlved in Danang
and was transferred to Vung Tau on the 25th,’; The USS HENRICO (APA-45)

" stood in Long Tau Harbor on thé 24th of February to relieve the WHITFIELD.

- ”:FLOT ONE on’ the 27th,

COUNTY as interun support ship Eor COMRIVFLOT ONE

Captain Wells arrlved in Saigon on’ the 27th ‘of February after par-
ticipating in. brleflngs at: CINCPACFLT: Headquarters. RAD-92 arrived in
Saigon on the: 28th and was shuttled to. Yung-Tau and USS HENRICO durlng the
day, At 0801 (1oca1 tlme) on:28’ February Riverine Asssult Force (TF=117)
was activated- under the’ command of Captain Wells.f Units assxgned to TF-117 L
were River Assault. Flotilla ONE/Rlver Support: Sduadron SEVEN; staff, River
-, Assault Squadron NINE staffy: River—Assault DrvlsLon NINETY-ONE and NINETY~ . =~
WO and USS ASKARI’(ARL-BO). Captaln Wells flew to Vung Tau on’ the 28th"
and broke th pennant at 1010 (1ocaL tlme) in USS HENRICO e N
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Slgnifxcant among February@1967:actIVLt1es Eor—COMRIVFlOT ONE was’ (1) 1) .
the change to an; operational: status on- the: 16th, (2) the’arrival® oE_COMRIV~ “fir-

and (3):the actlvation of TF-117 on’ 28 February 1967




