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" ..... ,On' the" 1st! MRIVSUPPRON'SEVEN,I,;;.: 
"'."Cap'tainWade: C>, . his staff· were" at"the 

Naval Amphibious deployment'to··VLetnam; 
The' advanced eCl1 reen the USS WlUTFIELD 
COUNTY (LST-1l69 :, Naval Forces Vie t'nam , • ,., 
Saigon. Under) :icer, Captain Edwin P. 
Smith, Jr., U9N, and fifteen enlisted was 

. preparing for' tb luI t Flotilla ONE. and was 
overseeing the 1 tNE(4 officers and 9 
enlisted) and Rive. """u •• "4V.~.v" .. _.' ____ , 1icers and' 135 enlisted), 
both of which .1"ere embarked in WHITFIELD COUNTY. Serving as a temporary 
support ship, HHITFIELD COUNTY was anchored in Vung Tau Harbor, one mile 
from Vung Tau. 

Elements of River Assault Squadron NINE (RAS-9) and River Assault' 
Division NINETY-ONE (RAD-9l) continued training with the 9th Infantry 
Division's 3rd Brigade, using boats borrowed from the Vietnamese Navy· (VNN). 
RAS-9 and RAD-9l. were exercising with the Army in LCM operations';' This . 
trainining followed a fotir:-day' cycle set up by 'COMRIVFLOT ONE personnel: 
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,. 'c ',' On', the" ls;tt of~,FebruarY; 1967 ,: CQMR~VFLOT' ONE/COMRIVSUPPRON' SEVEN ,I" 
•. 0<,)"' "' •. , _ -" .,'-'" ",:', ~ '. ; •. ,~~, -, .•• ' .~. 

, 'Captau\ Wade' C/\<lel1~ ~"USN {and"the: major portion oi"ll,~s stafi' ,were .':it' the 
Naval Amphibious Basei'CoI'pnadd preparing for their deployment to',Vietnam; 
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The advanced echeldn i of I th~: c';nima~d: was divid'ed b'etWeen theusi:niHITFIELD, 
COUNTY (LST-1l6!1") :and/,1;h~ He~~quarters for Comma"n'der, Naval For'ces Viet'nam," 

.... ,~ ""io. 't ". ,''''. " .- '_', t 
Saigon. Underrhe'leadership'of: :},h~ Chief'St~ff Officer, Captain Edwin p. 
Smith, Jr., U$N" this 'advance 'group of ten ,officers and fifteen enlisted was 

, preparing for' the' arriv.al of the staff' of "til,ver Assault Flotilla ONE, and was 
overseeing the training of "'Riyer:,Ass'~ult Squadron NINE(4 officers and 9 
enlisted) and River Assault iiiv'iii'ionNINE-ONE (2 officers and- 135 enlisted), 
both of which I~ere embarked in WHITFIELD COUNTY. Serving as a temporary 
support ship, HHITFIELD COUNTY was anchored in Vung Tau Harbor, one mile 
from Vung Tau. 

. .... , 
Elements of River Assault Squadron NINE (RAS-9) and River Assault' 

Division NINETY-ONE (RAD-91) ,continued training with the 9th Infantry 
Division's 3rd Brigade, using boats borrowed from the Vietnamese Navy, (VNN). 
RAS-9 and RAD-91 were exercising with the Army in LCM operations';' This ' 
traininingfollowed a four-day' cycle set up by COI1RIVFLOT ONE personnel: " 
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Day L',' Movement. to' the ship, lectures by ship'~nd Flotilla p~rsonnel. 
t,. . '."~ ;: .. '- . .: • .-.:,;..;'r.,."~/.?,,.j'.::~:; .. , '.> .' ."~ ':~... .~ ::'.'."~' ," , "':~ 

Day 2; l1et net t):"aining, ,and beac.hingan,d~nnery exercises. """, 
'. .~~'. " , ".' .·,,:·-t~:~,:~~~:}··:-:·;: . :~.: .... ;.;.~?,~~/:'~~~~.\::.i.~ '::.'.-:"' .. -:, ';,},~~,~i-: ," ", ...... ~.;,~~>.~, . . i~·: ,t.~· .. ~:~'~':"';/-", ' ',' .:<.:'i 

Day 3. Day· and nLght exerCLS,es wLth several LnsertLons and 'eXtJ::actLons' 
'at selected' operation: a~eas'ii1 the RsSZ. '>'." ,,': :':':"~: ,';y:or " ',' 

.' . -: .~:;.'.'-.; :>~:~:t.:.:", ~~~ii;~~:·t f:· ... \-;:,~~~> .. '- ":', ':- :\::: . ~ ~rH'~"~' ~~'~~~.J; ~~\~~:. :;, .. fiiJ-:::."- ~<.t::·:· :' .1 
_ Day<:' 4""··,~ Anot~:"~)~jc,::::~,,iS_~·., _i..ri' . _ '. __ ', __ , ion :'~ilJ,,·~~.,~~r.~~t~~n·,~:~~ '! : .; 

va~yl,~"f\;op,erat,ionareas; 'th~~s)Jpp?rt"s,J:~R;;:'~ B}'t .(,'~ 
:,;::"",},'".. Febru;ary 5" fi",e , comEl:eted.' Other" e~ement~, "t" 
.~. .~~ of," ,', '. ; '. ·,g?)~.,r.~~!~t.t;~._~it~~~~~~~_h~::::":~: . .';:':·:~?"i'.:~~ .. , :,'t 

, " ,}hq and, My" Tho. ~:" ':' ' 
. I .. ,,", !'." : <::-.-.~\:.': ..:-..... , .. ~ .. ;;.~:,:':i :.~~~.:~::{'.~<:~:~~., ';.<'-< ' '. • ;. ~.;..\. 
During the Februarv training ,op~rati.on~" ,(ere 

'and; the, time" ' d~~~'~~![~:~!ll:l~t;~~;~2:i~(::' 'a.nd re~airs';2'(it;jthe; i2th 
February; )l wit).\" the 3rci Battal 47 ' 
It:I~~ntrY'i' the: 
"A" '''and, ',oBT Compan,y 196 
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,:. ~ ',', i , ,;~~' ' " ,"z,i ~':':,; i:«: l"t. ': :, ~I, "'0~': :: :\,~:f#;\, ",<:\,,;:~: i::;.;;::,;:~;,~,:t:"Ftf$:¥4~;j~"'o~i~~~};j~ ~.,,;. "~t~'$"'- ',.", ' < - ~,. ~ ~~ ,1 .~ '. ~·l'· ·!,,\<"t:,~~:4.I'~:"" .' ,~~,~~~;~:t;:., .:;t,/: ... ~.' .. -..... , .. ~~-. -.:V7t:f;<'1:f.1·~:if.·:::tl~f\,"/.~"?,~~' ~:~',::~'r ~"'rtQ~~':'~~f&~~;";;'" :-: ";')"t " "';::<f;iF;~j"'eO,N~F','/:D"~'tNA:¥:i:"~~J f'~~" cONFm~~FlWJ:, ' ",,; , --" -.:,;,>,"""cf'c>,;' c:.IL:f1rm~\'~,~ ),~~ /~- .... >' ;>!:~ J{:: ' .... :-~,,':. :, ," ~- <""""<: .::.':, .~- ~·~~;~L~;.> :_-:-- .. ' ,~ ,', :': .. ,;':-, , .. ::~)~~'- ::;':.':' ',' ... ~'::_ :->~;~~:.::'.:' ... :,'" _,~,~' '~"\~~'-i" <", ',; .. ·;<~:~;~:~(~~~ii~ " ot r:ebruary; the; arrIval, of" the USS ASKi\l;(I: ,~ARL-30). g~ve,qp~~nd,~r,R~y~,t;'~i~:)i~0c>:'{~ Elupport, Squad,Fon:;SEVEN. (COMRIVSUPPRON' SEVEN),' a repal.!,"~<;ap~bl,~l.ty,~"" ,:"I:lia '," >")1 ,;;'~: foll()wing,m6rnIngif. at, OSOO, Army' and Navy, personnel, gathered: at:': t,he',Command"~,t: Pos,t' III the RSSZ'for .it, br.i.ef on the' already',:, commenced operat'ioii~',,; On the ;'i" lSth, of February;'a·Joint Tactical Operation Center (JTQCY was">,,e:stabHslied',"';;' '~ , ~n the'lVHITFIElD coilNrY., Search and destroy, and ambus"i\' attempts: by the A.rtni" .-, failed ,to produce,:anY,significant'/c:oiitact wIth the enemy. However, posItive : evIdence of hIs recent presence'was ascertaIhed." ' _,I"~ \~~.,"" ' ,' .•. ; .• .r'l;i,., 

On the '23rd' of February, the, staff'~of COMRIVFLOT ONE arrIved in Danang and was tr'ansferreQ to Vung, Tau on, the '25tli.i The USS HENRICO (APA-45) .,. ," ~. - - ,> stood In Long Tau Harbor on the, 24th of February to relieve the WHITFIElD, COUNTY as Interiai support shIp,: for COMRIVFLOT ONE. 
)' ,'~':'" '. ;, ; ~ - ' , ~ , .. Captain Wells, arrIved In Saigon on: the 2i:th'of February after particIpatIng IiI:br.i.efings'at CINCPACFLT'Headquarters. RAD-92 arr.i.ved In Saigon on the', 2Sth and was" shuttled to Vung"Tau a'rid USS HENRICO durIng the day. A~ OaOl, (local"tim,!)on '2S.: Fel?rila.ri'Rivet'In~ As~aul t F~rce'(TF;'1l7) was actl.vated· under, the command of capta.i.nWells.: Unl.ts aSSl.gnad to TF-1l7 were River Ass,ault. FlotUla ONE/R,Iv~r supporti"s~il~qron SEVENl,staff, River Assaul t Squadr'ori NINE' staff~': River' Assaul t'))iviBlon NINETY-ONE:' and NINETY..-. .,.,"".- ... ;..'''' ,', --:,', ''',' .'" . "'." ,." ',' ~' lWO and USS ASKARI' (ARL-30) ." Captain WellS.",flew to VUng. Tau on the' 2Sth 'c,' and broka his, pennant at 1010, (local. 'tinie) , in'; US$ HENRICO.!'" . ,,..'" '" .... , .... ~_: r,'>',~,~'·,:".··· "." ,,':;' ''-'.'> - '.~. ': -',-t,~:· ',L;>~~:;~'~,:: <.;! .1: \.-,: :,~ .. :~.'>,:" .,'..';t;..~'.~':~:... : ~,·~,:f{ .:' '.' .. ',; V ~ " SIgriifl.cant among ,February-;'1967.'.activl.t,l.eS for. COMRIVFLOT ONE was (l),,"': ,the diailg~.;toaii opei:at.i.on~hst,,~us, ~n~p.e'}~th,< (2) the arI'.i.val' ofqOMR.IY~ ,/' 
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':." FLOT: ONE on the' 27th, and (3), th~' actl.vatiol\ of Tr:.; 11 7, on ,2S, February'1967 •• ' '"', 
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