COMMANDER RIVER ASSAULT F'LOTILLA ONE
TFPO SAN F'RANCISCO 96601

From: Commander River Assault Flotilla ONE
Tos Cormander U.S, Naval Fofces, Vietnam

Subj: Command History for April 1967 (NA‘TFORV 57*,0-1), fomard:.ng of o
Refs (a) COMNAVFORVINST 5750 1w
Encls (1) Command History for Aptil’l96?

1. Enclosure (1) is forwarded in accordance with the provisions of

reference (a).

W. C. WELL3

Copy to:
COMPHIEPAC




comlmor ONE/COMRIVSUPPRON SEVEN i

COMMAND HISTORY -~ APRIB 196?

During April, COMRIVFI.OT ONE with units of RIVRON N‘L'NE ami EZ[.EVEN continued
to support the Lth Battalion; L7th: Infantry, 2nd Brigade, 9th Infa try Divi-

sion in combat riverine operations in the Rung Sat Special Zone, RVN,
Embarked as follows.

1-26 April - USS MONTROSE (APA~212)
26-30 April - USS BENEWAH (APB-35)

A RIVFLOI‘ ONE detachment headed by CDR C.H BLACK, USN, RIVFLOT Operations/-
Plars Officer, proceeded to Dong Tam on 10 and 11 Apr:.l CDR BLACK was
designated Task Group Commander (CTG 117.2) for river a.ssault operations
staging from Dong Tam. Elements of River Assault Squadron NINE also deployed
to Dong Tam in two increments on 10 and 11 April) 1967. One CCB and four ATC .
made transit from Vung Tau to Dong Tam on 10 April, and nine ATC and one VNN
Monitor escorted APL-26 md YFNB-2L; which were towed by commercial tugs, on

11 April., Initial operations from Dong. Tam ‘commenced. on 12 April in support

of 3rd Battalion, L7th Infantry and 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry. Task Group
117.2 operations.to date. have been primarily,&of, the quick-reaction type.. Tak~
"ing advantage of hard inteuigence gained. from agent reports, elements of TG
117.2 have emba.rked compamny sized’ reaction ‘forces’ .at,. Dong: Tam and - transported ‘
them to various locations’ 'along Mskong River..Y Riverine Assanlt Craft-conduc-
ting these operations normally remain in suppor _p_f ground: forces until they -
-are’ extracted. This type of; operation ha.s grove highly succes sful to_' date, f_-g"

g . ‘-J.—

- 0On Surxiay, 2 April the Vietnamese Commandament suffered a; near-miss. from ,
. mining. The. resulting violent vibration cause‘d ‘,onsiderabl_ ;Structural de-

: ter:.ora.tion, :anluding some main strength mem.ber‘ "dfvo:td, khee.ds - This - :

dama.ge was not mediately a.p arent, but was di over .“" ts return toAAPA. N

-4

. USS. KEMPER COUNTY (IST-BSh)' afrived in Vung 8-
- as f:l.rst Mobile Riverine Force support ship. 4%

“The USS BENEWAH (APB-BS) arrived at 1315, 2 Aprile .967
, RAS-ll‘ a.nd Arrrqr unit was completed by 26 April 1967'

At E

A conference regardlng the medical support for th V:Mobile Riverine Base was ’
held aboard the Uss BEWAH on 26 April with oL
represented.
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: hhth Medical Briga.ds
.68th Medical Group-: :
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*-After:inspection of the helicopter landing ficilities, and.the, medical  spaces
" of the, ship the Army representatives concluded. that- the ficilitids were in-
- adequate for the functioning of a K& type surgical team.: They further conw

- cluded that.the present available medical staff in Sach APB.would be aug-

s

mented by one partially trained_Surgeonﬁﬂ‘Caseé,rédgiringfdef@ﬁitive surgery, - -

as a.result of injuries should be evacuatediby helicopter: to; shore baged

medical facilities. COMRIVFLOT ONE does not;concir completely with this =
position, These recommendations are t¢ be submitted to higher authority for
resolvement. S T e e e o

USS BENEWAH (APB-35) conducted its first helicopter operatiods when a U.S.

Army HU-1D, piloted by USN LTJG (considered'fitting),_landedfpn,board-on 26
April, BENEWAH was assisted in its initial’operations by the helicopter
detail of USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST-8L6). COMRIVFLOT ONE was a confident
passenger on the first helicopter take-off’ from BENSWAH when he departed to
attend COMNAVFORV change of command ceremonies in Saigori, On'27 April eight

w

operational landings and take-offs were accomplished and on‘28 April an.

additional six landings and take-offs we:e=sugcessfully completed. A steady 7,;=w

stream, day and night since,-

ra

On 29'April helicoptér MEDEVAC ﬁfOGedﬁres;wereftésted'in Vﬁ"':Tau Harbor
utilizing two RIVRON ELEVEN ATCs® and. & HU-1D MEDEVAC: helo from. the L36th Air

Ambularce Company, Long Binh, Trials.were conducted lifting Stokes stretchers

from the.ATC utilizing winch 1ifting dévice: installed in) the held, Results -
indicate that MEDEVAC from ATC in_thig‘@apngr”is;entirq}yf:eagible; ‘Both day

‘and night: tests wére'conducted, .’
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' Théhfoiloﬁiﬁéfié aﬁsﬁmharizéd;liéibdf{ﬁ:é,,desiéfé& LGM;QEQ##?Sith'in-cbuntry
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