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. COMMANDER. RIVER ASSAULT FLOTILL.A.·ONE 
·'··FPO SAN' FRANCISCO 96601 

From: CO!llll1aIlder River As saul t Flotilla ONE 
To: Co!llll1aIlder U.S. Naval Forces, Vietnam 

5213" ,"'.. .' 
Ser,: 2 08;.; 
! 1,3 1MAY19S7 

Subj: Co!llll1aIld History for April 1967 (NAVFORV 57~)O-1); forwarding of 

Ref: (a) COMNAVFORVINST 5750.1A 

Enol: (1) Command History for April 1967 

1. Enclosure (1) is forwarded in accordance with the provisions of 
reference (a). 

Copy to: 
COMPHIBPAC 
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COMMAND HISTORY - APRIr.1967. 

During April, COMRIVFLar ONE with units of RIVRON. NINE 'and ELEVEN continued: 
to support the 4th Battalion; 47th: Infantry, 200 Br:igade, 9th . Infmtry Divi­
sion in combat riverine operations in the Rung Sat' Special Zone, RVN. " 
Embarked as follows: 

1~26 April - U33 MONTROSE (APA-212) 
26-JO April - U33 BENEWAH (APB-J5) 

A RIVFLOl' ONE detachment headed by CDR C.H. BLACK, USN, RIVFLar Operations/­
Plal13 Officer, proceeded to Dong Tam on 10 and 11 April. CDR BLACK was 
designated Task Group Conunander (CTG 117.2) for riw,r a,ssault operations 
staging from Dong Tam. Elements of River Assault· Squadrori NINE also deployed 
to Dong Tam in two increnients on 10 and 11 April 1967. One CCB and four ATC 
made transit from Vung Tau to Dong Tam on 10 April~ and nine ATC and one VNN 
Monitor escorted APL-26 md YFNB-24, which were. towe,d by commercial tugs, on . 
11 April. Ini tial operations froiii Dong Tain. coinmenead· on 12 April in support 
of Jrd Battalion, 47th InfantrY and 200 Battal:torl'j' 60th Infantry. Task Group 
117.2 operations, to, date' have been priJnai.ilY;~'f:.: the qui~k· reaction type. Tak;' 

'. ing advantage of hard intelligence 'gained fr'om:'kgerit, reports, elements of TG·· 
117.2 have embarked company sized' ~eac:tionf6FCel!J:~' Dong~Tam and tra,nsported 
them to variouS' locationS:' "along, MeKong River~'_,·~: Riveri,ne,' Crai'C" conduc- ' . -

: J \.t, ... 
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ting these operations norinally remain in' .' '. . they, , .. , 
are extracted •.• , This type of>operat:i.on ' date. '~'i 7,"~ 

. ".-. "_.:: -.~ ;'>,~:; ', __ .' -~j-:'-~},1\;;::·;~:'· . -" .... ::~,~.- .'~' ;'t. " 

On Sunda,y, 2 April/theVietria.inese Co'mniimdaIriE~iit' "ill'feleed _, .. "._ 

mining. The. resul tfilg 'Violent ""'.b~':"~'~rtli~::~~~r~q~;~i~~(~1ii~g:~~'1l terioration; including~<inie'ina.in S , • 
damage' was not'immediatelY apparent, return. to APA~ 
. ' . ".' .. "'- .. '- '."," .. " '"' ' .. '. -,:~-/ .. , 

uss KEMPER ~OUNri(Lsf-854f~ive'd iil v~ 
as first' Mobile Riverine li'orce supportship~:!;' ,.-. . "" .. , ..... , .- - , ' . 

. ,report~~:for duty: " 
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After;£IlS~ction of the helicopter landing}~ci1~~ies:and, {~e'lI1~dicaJ., spaces 
of the, ship the Army representatives concluded, tliat,· the, facilities were in-f. 
adequ:ate for the functioning of a KA type sUrgii:a1, team. 'TheY: further, c;on­
eluded, that the present available medical: stiU'fin'eacll'APJ:l. would be aug­
mented by one partially trained surgeoli~\ Cases requirirlg; def:j.Iiitive ~urgery, 
as a resuJ,t of injuries shouJ,d be evacuated';by'lielic'opter}to, shore based " 
medicaJ. facilities. COMRIVFLOT ONE does not, concuF c'ompletely With. this 
position. These recommendations are' tp' bes~bilrl.tted·to higher authority for, 
resol vement., " 

,: ",' '~., ,:i;", " . - '.:'-'''~': , .. 
USS BENEWAH (APB-35) conducted its first he!icopt~r opehiho6s when a. u.s. 
Army IID-lD, piloted by USN LTJG (considered fitti,ng), landed .on board on 26 
April. BENEWAH was assisted in its initiaJ.:operationsby the" helicopter 
detail of USS JENNIIDS COUNTY (IST-846). COMRIVFLO'fONE was a confident 
passenger on the first helicopter take-off' from BENJ<::vIAJl when he departed to 
attend COMNAVFCRV change of connnand ceremonies' in Saigori~ On 21' April eight 
operationaJ. landings and take-offs were accoitplisheci and" on: 28 April an, 
additional six landings and take-offs were, successfully completed. A steady 
stream, day and night since." . 

"~" 

On 29 April helicopter MEDEVAC procedijres weretestfld in Vurig Tau Harbor 
utilizing two RIVRON ELEVEN ATCs, am,.i(,HU';'lD MEDEVA(~ helo frolll the 436th Air 
Ambula~e Company, Long Binh., Trials,were conducted lifting Sto,kes'stretchers 
from' the,ATC utilizing winch lifting qeVrce>instaJ.leid in: the helo" Results ' 
indicate that MEDEVAC from ATC in this manner:.is en1;irely'feaaible;' Both day 
ind night,. tests werecoz1aucted •. ' .. ',.", .':'\> .:' .. ,,: ,:;,':;' \ . 
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The. followiIig ·is a:, sUmmarized list of.,U .S. designed LOM conversions in-country 
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