
-- -" ---. 

"-.". 

From:. 
To: 

•. ~. JiJ-·····I •. 
COMMANDER RIVER ASSAULT FLOTILLA ONE 

FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

Commander River Assault Flotilla ONE 
Commander U.S. Naval Forces, VietnB.)1l 

OJ 
-.:'~ I -JC< . ~-os3id 

CRF-l/Nl:hd 
5213 
Ser:431 

SJUL1967 

Subj: Command History for June 1967 (IJAVFORV 575C-l); forwarding of 

Ref: (a) COl1lJAVFORVINST 5750.lA . 

Encl: (1) Co~~nd History for June 1967 

1. Enclosure (1) is fon,arded in accordance with the provisions of 
reference (a). 

Copy to: 
C O]l;PHIBPAC 

.,./ . 

.. . '. 
,- . ~':-;.. . 

NAVFO~V 

HISTOl\ICAL FILES 

' . 

...:..-'. ' . 
. :-,;-':/' 



-i{" 
, ~, . -'.;. 

'.< I';': 
J' 

, ' 

" 

·Y,.- _, , ' ".,,:.,"" 
. ' . ~ _\' .•.. /. '." COMMAND HISTffiY ~'-JmlE 1967' - --, - ", " ,. . >:' ". '. 'i'-_~ t. ._ ... ~.".'.-; 

,: ,The MRB moved on '1: June f:r:o~ Vung Tau' to Dong T~J Vietciun and on 2' 
June, two battalions of 2nd Brigade, 9th'Infantry Division embarked" 
on: 'ships of the Y.obile Riverine Forc'a, at, Dong Tam. The 2nd Brigade 
Staff embarked on USS BE;>!E'wAH' (APB-,35). River ASllault Divisions"o'f' 

,:,. RIVFLOT OIJEembarked' as follows :,: " ' , 
" . , "Rtirorv 91 

RIVDIV 92/COMRIVRON 9 ; .. 
RIVDIV 111 
Il-IVDIV 112/COMRIVRON 11 

'.,-:..: 
. .,~ ');' .. 

APL-26 "'; ,," 
'COLLEroN' 
BENE','AH 
DOln 'r.O\,}f , 

,~-::!- ~ '( "'<'., . 
Additionally, RIVFLOT O!,IE Detachment Dong ,Tam, consisting 
officers and four enlisted, debarked frori\BEllE'~TAH; , 

" 

,,',~~ . 

of tHO 

The RIVFLOT 0l'1E boat overhaul c6nunenced" on' 2 June when the first two 
boats', conimence'd their overhaul at Dong Tam~ The e,r;ews departed,on '" 
R&R and, the overhaul Hork was completed in their absence. " 

On q June, T-1l2-3, while mines'1'eeping in the Xang CanaJ:, ~as: subject
eato a command detonated mine explosion on the s'~arboard side in the, 

,viciruty of the engine compartment" The starboard engine' was lifted 
',off its foundation and dropped: ~to the bilge', Both ,fcninda-
tions were broken.' Further" both'sea ',~'fahs " 

~" ~. :were sheared off the bulkhead'· on the-'; 
"<: .',: starboard engine, was ,broken Wi '" ' 

, gine\r()om~';\ Vertical sti"ffeners,""" "',',e starboard, ; .'. 

, Starboard shell plating, was 

"~~~e ~~~a4~h~~~~~~~:,:he e~~~~:\~+'~~;~~':~I:~~;~i )l::::e:~el~' 
losttcompletelY.;' The dead b';'1oterii.s 

',::'" previolisly' fitted,:;foIi 'A ,,'p,,'r,'t"'" 

;," the and damiige c~~;~rc'l;gllt~Ei~,~a~} 

" ''';:' , , , ' ' the OLLge';~~?~~;tt~;~~:;~~~;~t~~~),~~~j~~£~~ 
, f-.,,~ ~." :: 
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i!i' addi t1on.to. the· whole bl;OO refrigerator; has;recei ved'~Urgical' '."" 
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, ." lighting and fittings . fOr. a silrgicaltable.'rhe'boats pa~ticipated';> , .~:.;~:~:J '.~~! "~in· their first-, operati"on 'on:,lO June .'.', .... . ".<: - ,-:";' " .. , '.~ <:""; '~'.!, •• ;'-. ·i·.!!~ '~_~>,:':-A; ,~, , ", '," .-" ,<~. ,-. -. . ,..::.:....,. ,'.'"".' ," ,. -, ~', ~ ..i'yj". ~.:f(,~.'~ ,:'I7)'~<' ~. ,~', _ ~,-:-'"j- I!''':~~\ 
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, 0rl:17 June Visitors Information Bureau (VIB).waS' '3e~ up by the Army, o';' 

. and Navy Administration and Public Affairs' Office,3. 1-Tith, a high"'levei, . 
visi tor, coming' almost daily and press~ p'eople' comi::lg, at'~ least. t~ee,' 
times a week, .the VIB"ill make the v:li.~i't,s' more'pl;:ofitf-ble, througq.!, 
advanced planning. "~"" ,,' ',;,io:',~ Li I'~.,' • :,. i """; 

In' addition to troop carrying, the"ATC has· demonstrated. its versa'" 
tility in wany areas. They have been used·as·8lMM mortar goats,'afloat 
battalion medical aid stations, medical ciearipg 1,tations,hyc1rographic '; 
survey boats, tugs for AMi'll pontoons, anc;l as,·support.,ror b,arge-mounted 
artillery fire support bases. :,. ' ... 

';'.,: 
~ ' .. , ' 

The Riverine Survey Team has begun to provide sigirl.ficant ser.vices in 
collecting riverine hydrographic data. They-are Ilotonly fulfilling 
many immediate requirements, but are simultaneously collecting cOnsid
erable additional data .valuable for COMUSMACV, COHNAVFCRV, NA.VOCEANO, 
and other. requirements. They are an important organic asset for current 
operational commitments. . 

The first r~supply of .the ].lRB, by theUSS HOLMES COUNTY took place on 
16-17 June. Ho particular difficUlties were. encotlntered~" The.cargo ' 
handling on the APB'sis extremely slow due to the, limi~ed deck space 

. al though the 542 class 1ST matches very.well with. the baSE! ships.' .. 
. . . ; : .... :.,."' ",'.' ,.' :"~'" ·;-·;/':··y_:· ... ';o-·;>;:\·1~ "':'. '::,:<" 

The move of l'IRF/MRB fromllong Tam to' .en,IO June;was:y.neventf1)l". 
, a~ far asth~ Nllvy ,las d~nc . . ~,,;,had fl+f,ficul ti~jl;':',f:' 

WJ. th the art~llery, barges; . 's 'aru.i f9ur'ba;rges. were. •. 
to make the; trip. Upon . of' tl'i~"LCM-8ts had'.: 
casualties and returned : the relnaJ'naer, 

; tUrned to go, up ths. Soi ':~~~:~Li'~1i!~~~£;i~%i 
line,' and one of these' be()a!l18 i:2~~::~:~{'~§: : 
Th.e , .. barges,: were aru:ho:red" .o'r.:delred 

'. Arm:i Tug' was ;a§~~i9\,~~l~~~ltt~~'w~~~1;ii;;, and' 'barge ,Tere sent t 
the.'anchorage.'ar.~a; 
s ea:~>' TheAr~'tug . 'W. '~'., di.v'e:iftEld 
~~;v.~£~~:',~~;" tl;1~i7enIainilng: Uild:t:S:: 

Be:With,ths' RIVFLOTcONl~,'l'l'B UrI'''.!.' 

:-.~; .'. :~~~r"·"·. ,_.~ ,.:.~ ..... ~:. ,- . 
Bridge~ lcit!'l restricf.i'(~' iin'ti .. ".,.h.,.·; ti". '" "~.,.'mc,,, 

.... ance requirements 'are 15. feef'of: ..... eratiOnal'problem in the. Delta •. ~,;::.~ ~,~l~~,~~~~~~;~~i~j~li~~~~~~i';~ 
'j"': . 25 ·feet'" of. hor:i'z"c m,1;!!l:' unde'rpridg;e 

_____ ...a. ~ __ _ 
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'semi"'pernanent bridges built (.or rebililt);6veI:-ATC-r?-vigabli?Haterways. 

~:, '~.:;f;::(._':" -";-". ~'-'. ,," . .. .~ .:~ -I , " -). • ;"{.t:i";' " ':- /." './: ' .: " 
. i-1hen.the }JRB. meved te the Sei Rap on·.18)une,\·the ,artill~ry fire supper( 

":', base . Has, lecated',clese te ~h~ I'ffiB., and;'<j;"ISSlnni batfery V\<:~ attached te':" . 
the erg8frl-c Second Br~gadE! -a;:-tiller;y:.·· Te previdethem .. With services, 
sqme neH":.metheas .of suppertHere" develeped. Ammunitien fer the': l55mm 
gunS ,las breught up frem Vung Tau by LCU'''1,i'iile th'3 l05nim batterY.1,as 
supplied frem thE:! Suppert IST using LCH-8!s. ':Hot meals :;ere prepared 
en'theAPB's and carried te the Fire Suppert Base in.thermes cans.' 
Themesa' runs uere made te ceincide 'With requirements te replenish .. 
ammunitien and petable Hater.· Limited laund:r'y"and sheuer services Here 
also. previded. Repairs te LCH-8' s are accel1lPlishl3d at ASKA.'tI l·Ti th the 
army previding the repair parts • Gaseline' te epel:ate the artillery 
battery's generaters was supplied by the refueler. . 

Present }lRF eperatiens utilize barges .as fleating platferms fer artil
lery., Army LCM-8' s are assigned the tasks .of tew-Lng and pesi tiening 
the barges. Although these functions fall uithin the general Navy . 
suppert tasks, they are a recent develepment and \'lere net included in 
the eI-fginal concept. Thus,' ne Navy LCI1-8' sor similar craft have .. 
been programmed for this ·lI'ission.. Since present :Ln-ceuntry LCH and 
ether beat assejjs,,;: are fully committed it has been determined by COM
NAVFORV that it, is not feasible fer. the Navyte a:,sume this mission 

. fer 6-12 menths due to persennel lead time required. ,Prese-nt COHNAV
FORV plans aie'te requestmneteen LCM-8' s ';lith crews te provide prime 

. ''''moyers fer artillery .. barges in the NRF.. The Army will. ceritinue te 
'. meet LCH-8'requiiements f6i6-l2months'until arr:Lval of Navj units. 

:-. .,i, ~',..:. . ... ~ ) r:, ' 

:-.;,,: 

·T.J:il fliyerine Suive,l Te~ (RST)of,lO marines andJ)lA.YOCEANO. civilians', 
". has·. pei'formedyeoman service. In one rece;nf 3'-day period,. fer example,: . 
. . they?btained; Qvei;;:260;mires of,. river'sounqingsuhile accompany:i,rig ..•. ". 

. '. TF-~17' ~TCS . ?ri:ccimb'at::6perations ~ . These~eUndingfl .net ,only .met,ur~ent"'··· . 
;'f!;, CTF-1l7:~reqUJ.rements but alse requ:Lrements frem COHg$HA.CV!COMNA.VFOR'Us 

.·li~t~ng:ef numbe):"Lene prierity hydrographic neecisfor SVN as 'lell. c,, ... 
'" .• ~~."._J_~,,-. _.'-~",,-.< .. ,~,.~ .. ~:~'<,,_ . ,',.-: -<.'.:,.,::'_:;:~~~"""::,<.'.~, '~,'.~,. _'. ,,: __ .. ~'"'::,::'.~ .. ';'>J~:, .. '" 

.- Two;6f, fourDECCA;~Track,Pletters:·iiave·'arrived rbr:installation in the;; ", . 
CCB~'s~ .... Tecnnidai'" aSsistance .. , frem·. the'IiEcCA:: NavigiLt6r unit in-countrY ... 
has' been. requeHedto"supetv:lse the instillation •.. Alse /. the· fiI'sti~\ .' 
copies 'of achart . ..i:i.thDECCAgrid,lines\oii;a:ij2S,OOOscaie map have,' 
beeniec'ei ved' " If~'thi~&; are found' tebeJiseful'; '(L preductien' prihtirig 
1illl~'be ' .. ' . . ". ',; '.' .'. ., .. . ..•• 

:~;~~~~ril:;lj~JNJe~'" , , .. ". A ",,_,,~,' ";'~d:i~e~-: '.~ ie, 

atlLng . e:rabeut IS:'::. 
fre'sh river,.'." ",- . 
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The procedures for the receipt and' transfer'.of sensitive chill produce 
have smoothed out very, \,e11. The material arri ires by CHINOOK sling 
load three timesjfeeklici,ire9~, to the LST'; The ,Supply Officer of, the 
Support LST has, been designated as the, receiving, officer. The ships 
provide a small ,Horkingparty, to break down'the ioad" tranSfer it to 
the boats, andd~liver U:to the ships. The'rapidity of handling has 
increased and spoilage from exposure 'hk,s' been reduced to a: minimum~ 

For the first time at the ~ffiB, the Army has initiated air resupply 
directlyfron the support LST. Previously, the material was transferred 
from the LST" by boat to a landing zone ashore, for ,helicopter transfer 
to the field. This required' foUr separate transfer operations and 
consumed most of the day lrith just resupply.' .1'lith the new operation, 
loads arebroke!1 down to unit size on the LST.' Eaeh helicopter is 
loaded directly from the LST deck and the material ",as proYided to the 
troop landing z'one., .To resupp;J.Y."tvro battalions required only one hour 
and ten minutes. This time can be bettered as the crew. team work and 
landing cycle on the LST I S smooth out. The Army ill quite happy with 
the LST resupply arrangement nm, that they have tr:Led it. 
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