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The MRB moved on l June from Vung Tau to Dong Tam, Vietnam and on 2
June, two battalions of 2nd Brigade, 9th- Infantry Division embarked”
-on ships-of the Mobile Riverine Force; at Dong Tam., The 2nd Brigade -
. Staff embarked on USS BENEWAH (APB-35) River Assault Divisions~of
B RIVFIOT ONE ‘embarked’ as follows' - %,_u; Y R S

Y ]

L RIVDIV 91 - APL-26 e T
* RIVDIV 92 /COMRIVROW 9 , '_-,-_'GOLLETOV ST e e T e T
-~ RIVDIV 11 . BENEWAH . ¢ .00 PR, ok

DOI\G TMI

"RIVDIV 112/COMRIVRON 11

Additlonally, RIVFLOT ONE DetachmentlDong Tam, con51st1ng of two
: offlcers ‘and four enllsted debarked from BENEWAH
- The RIVFLOT O¥E boat overhaul conmenced on 2 June When the flrst two
boats: commenced their overhaul at Dong Tam.,  The crews departed on .,
R&R and the overhau_ work was completed in their absence. :

T on 6 June T 112-3, wblle nlnesweeping in the- Xang Ganal was! subJeot- ‘ S
7 ed o a conmand detonated mine explosion on the starboard ‘side in: the, . . "
vicinity of the engine compartment. The starboard engine was lifted -
Cmoff its foundatlon.and dropped:into the bilge.u Both_ engine.- founda-\_'
tions were broken.  Further; both ‘sea strainers were ruptured “fans' "~
‘were sheared off the bulkhead and-: the reduction gearnhousing on the
: starboard englne was broken w1thtparts belng scatbered over‘the en—ﬁ
- gine, TOOTT, ; buc!
Starboard'shell platlng was also buckled End-Slebfl seve'allplace

o1

51de$near_
- losti completely.
prev1ously flttedﬁfor electr;cf




15 as far as~the Navy was concerned,. though the Army had. difflculties.}"

n‘-

in: addition to the. whole blood refrigerator, has»received surgical’ N

.3;11ght1ng and- fittings for. a surgical table. The boats partlclpated
_f\in their first operation on -10 June. -

." * .- -

On 17 June Visltors Information Bureau (VIB) was' set up by the Armw
- and Vavy Adminlstration and Public Affairs’ Officea.‘ With. a. nigh level
visitor coming almost: daily and press: people comiqg at? Teast: three.- |
times a week, the VIB will make the visits more profitable through

advanced planning, . T

In addition to troop carrying, the ATC has demonsbrated its versa- S
tility in many areas., . They have been used as- 81MM mortar. boats, afloat o
battalion medical aid stations, medical clearing statlons, hydrographic L
survey boats, tugs for AMMI pontoons sy and asv support for barge-mounted

artillery fire support bases. e ‘ W R =
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The Riverine Survey Team hes begun to provide 81gnif1cant services in
collecting riverine hydrographic data.. ‘They are not only fulfilllng
many immediate requirements, but are Simultaneously collecting consid-
erable additional data valuable for COMUSMACV, COMNAVFORV, NAVOCEANO,
and other requirerments. They are an important organic asset for current’
operational commitnents.

The first resupply of the HRB, by the Us3 HOEMES COUNTY took place on I
16-17 June. HNo particular difficilties were. encountered. The cargo - .
handling on the APB's is extremely slow due to the limlted deck space :
although the 542 class LST matches very Well w1th the base ships. O

 The move of MRF/RRB from Dong Tam to Nha Be on 10 Junei'as‘uneventfulu;

" with the artlllery barces.‘ Originally 5 LCMFB'S and four barges. were._ o L
~ to make the-trip. Upon sortle from.Dong Tam two of the LCM-B‘S had s
casualties and returned to Dong Tam with one’ . barge: As the remainder\ IR

sturned to g0, up. the.Soi Rap;-two LCM~81sy received?ho
line, ‘and one of ‘these’ becams inoperative duerlﬁ" '

- and: barge were sent to Vung_Tau.
the anchorage area, heér:tow line ar -
- seg, :-The Army. tug vaa:diverted to'pick up th
. it to Vung, Tai It theh: towed: ‘the Teémainin

" ASKART~ repaired ‘the LCM-815;+ The: barges: wei
Be. with.the RIVFLOT OHE}YTB on~13 Juna.
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K sem1~permanent brldges bullt (or TEbUllt) OVGTHATﬂ“naV1gable waterway '

R v em'the KRB moved to the 801 Rap on 18 June, the artlllery flre support
N base was, located.close to thé MRB; and: awlSSmn battery was attached toi:
the - organic Second Brigade artlllery. To provide -them. with services,
“some new; methods® of support Were’ ‘developed. Ammnition for thé: 155mm
 guns was brought up from-Vung Tau by LOU whHilé the 105wim battery was
' supplled from the Support LST using LCH-Bs. :Hot meals were prepared
..on"the. APB’s and carried to the Fire Support Base in thermos cans. ' T
- The mess runs were made to coincide with requiremerits to replenish T S T
ammunition and potable water. Limited laundry and shower services were o
also provided. - Repairs to LCM-8's are ‘accomplished at ASKART with the -
army prov1d1ng the repair parts. ‘Gasoline to operate. the artlllery ‘ Ly
battery‘s generators was supplied by the refueler, - -

Present MRF operatlons utilize barges. as floatlng platforms for artil-
lery.. Army LCM-B's are assigned the tasks of towing and positioning
the barges. Although these functions fall within the general Navy -
support tasks, they are a recent development and were not included in
the original concept. Thus; no Navy ICM-8's or similar craft have -
been programmed for this mission.- Since present in-country ICM and S
other boat asse}s« are fully committed it has been determined by COM- .
" NAVPORV that it.is not feasible for, the Havy to assume this mission o
. for 6-12 months due to pereonnel lead time required, : Present COMNAV~-
FORV plans are to request nineteen LCMuBTs with crews to provide prime
7*‘movers for artillery barges in the MAF. The Army will contime to
meet LCM—B requirements for 6-12 months untll areral of Havy unlts."

The Rlverlne Survey Team_(RST) oﬁ 107 narines and NAVOCEANO c1v111ans DT
has performed yeoman servicé., In one recepnt 3—daf perlod for example, o :
they ‘obtained over; 260, milés of. river soundings while accompanying ‘;;.'
. TF-ll? ATCs on', combat operations. These sounding ‘not only met urgent Loy

. CTF=117:Tequirements but also requlrements from: COMUSHACV/COMNAVFORV‘S '_ e T

lletlng of numberjone prlority hydrographic needs for SVN as well. o

B [T

: y g
Two*oﬂhfour DECCAnTrack Plotters have5°‘r1ved for installatlon in the.h
o CCB's. Technlcal assistanoe ‘from: the’ DECCA Nav1gator unlt 1n-country

has®. been requested to supervise the 1nstallation.. Als0," the- flrst«u:;-';A
:copies 'of a cHart: wlth.DmCCA grid, llnes&on,a 1[25y000 scale map’ have.’ ‘“';“
been recelved. If these are found to be useful, a'productlon printlng '
w1ll*be requested L

T dting, 1n,arsa1€'ﬁeten area, ha'Efexperlenced"
,o20: thousand ‘gallons”of potable water _per wee
" water,- the‘Agrﬁzé can use its:filgration system

quTties&r The present plan is to_instal%aa’potébl




R The procedures for the. recelpt and’ transfer of sen51t1ve Chlll produce

- - Have -smoothed out very well, The materlal arrives by CHINCOK sling

load three times weekly direct, to the IST.  The Stpply Officer of ,the

. Support LST. has: been de51gnated as the.receiving officer.  The shlps

' provide a small working party-'to break. down the load,, transfer.it to .
the boats, and deliver it te the ships, The rapidity of handllng has - s
1ncreased and sp01laae from exposure has been reduced to a minimim,

W

For the first ‘tine at the MRB, the Army has initiated air resupoly'
directly. from the support LST. Previously,. the material was transferred
from.the LST/ by boat to a landing zone ashore, for .helicopter transfer
to the field. - This requlred four separate transfer operations and
_consumed most of the day with just resupply.” Nlth the new operatlon,-
loads are broken down to unit’ size on the LST.  Each helicopter is
loaded directly from the LST deck and the material was provided to the
troop landing zone. .To resupply.:two battalions required only one hour

. and ten minutes.. This tine can be bettered as the crew team work and
« . "landing cycle on the IST's smooth out. The Army is quite happy with
. the AST resupply arrangement now that they have tried it.




