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Commender River fssault Flotilla ONE
Commencer U.S. Mavzl Forces, Vie‘nam

Comrend Fistory for Sentember 1967 (NAVFORV 5750-1); ferwerding of
(a) CCMNAVFCRVINST 5750,1A

(1) Cormand Fistory for September 1967

1. Enclosure (1) is forverded in agccordence with the provisions of
reflerence (a).

Cony to:
CCHFPHIBPAC

.o 0354 |. - L4

T | ] For | Injt |Datef
703 =7
"./4031_1 ' M ‘QAjrf

N 1_‘132

i J}n33'. ?Zzﬂ 1542_"
{ 1

___‘\.”34 .

T4:3 )

]n.‘;A ;
u3zB |- }
HABA N
UE1A o

——

A — Acliem. _ T
' ‘*:-' . l —_ Jnfarm.dllﬂﬂ - T ‘_." 7‘"".' ‘
N F e - File : R ST




/

e COIRIVFLOT o‘.m/comlvsrppom qu Do

COMH&hD HTSTO?Y - S“P”HIBTR 1062

On 5 Sepuenber uhe‘auules of uhe four Pﬂver Ass ult D1v1swons-were shlfted'ae
follows-‘_ : Co : L Tl oo T m 3

i
» Tt
4 .

RiD. 91 from support of 3/47 Infant ry Batta llon to’ ‘zeneral sunport (resupply,”
nineswaering, medical clearing statien and mi ellaneous asks)

RAD 92 from Daze Defense to supro ort of 3/L7 Infantry Batfa lio
RD 111 from general °un“or+ to sunpo*t of 3/60 In”anury Battalwon

RAD 112 from support of 3/60 Infantry Battelion tc moolle Piverine Base
Na - )
~Jeriense

e
In order to provide &U“"O nin

perscrnel was reloce ted =8 To ows!
21D €1 frenm .‘.PI_-»?6 o USS WHITFIELD CCUNTY (LST-11£9)

D 92 from USS 2TEALE (4P3-25) 4o APL.2é

RAD 111 from USS THITSIILD COLRTY (LS”-.'I 169) to USS COLLETCH (aPB-26) g
:-:-z. 112 from US3 COLLEZCN (LF2-36) to USS BENZWAH (iPB-35)
R.S 9 Staff remeins in /PL.26 end 245 11 Steff in COLLETC.

Mobile Riverine Force opsrztions on 2 end 3 September &ere?bonducted in Can Giouc
District of Lonz in Province, designed principelly to provide this arez with a

rezscnzble degres.of securiiy in order to permit the-local populace to participate

in the Naulonal Zlections, In accomplis shing this mission’ the MEF did not teke

detcineés nor disturb-the local pouletion in.any manner: unless subjected *o LE
hostile action’ bv an identified individual or 1nd1v1duals. Use of . sunporting ‘
fires was held to en zbsolute minimum consist ent with, the requirement to ensure .
the a?etv end securltv of 7.5, Forces.. e s ?h L S " L R

,s-.

"On LU Sen*e mber ; a. uwo-mgn JOD detachnent wes furnished to C: Comnhny QLth Lnrlneﬂr
Bagialion to &ssist in:the demolition of o sunken concrete flost and underwater

vilings at: tbe Cau Noi Fer rr7 site in the Vam Co. River (XS 787568};, Thé Cau. Yoi g
?er“y, connecting the. Go Con » and Long 4n- portlons of -NationalHighwey 5, had not - i+ +
been able to.tra nsnort venlcles for the past several months due to the sun:en
‘”7O°t} "Since it was considered economically unf6351b16 to raise the float), it

wes destr oyed by the TE 117 EOD Team in order to: ‘{nstall’ & new float Tne new
fTOLt vas moved.-into place with I0D assistance on.3 ueptember, thus opening Hizh-.
way 5 1o vehlcular traffic between Go-Cong . end Long An. Provinces: The 1*estoz‘aulon
- of this- feriy siteé tof full operation is. con51dered to be . 51~n1f1cunt contrlﬂu~h

' twon to the 1evolutlonary Dcve10pmentrProvrem. :
_On 5 September et OOl5H g ccnvoy of anproxlmately 30 Junks w1th escorts pessed
-close aboa“d tbe boblle Rlve”ine Base aﬁ the"Junctlon of u egSel Rap/Vam Co n

convoy, and\opnosition, L
towthe fack of‘




e e

On 9 September a short ceremony was held on the Delong Pier alongside the USS
EENGWAH where avpropriate goodbyes were said. to the 8 ATC crevs being relieved
this month, The entire roster of boezt crews wers present to bid "adieu".
COMRIVFLOT OHE awarded a Purple Feart to one bozt crew member for hounas recenuly
received and personally thanked each mazn fer his sevv1ces.

Suring the period 7-9 September, the lMobile Riverine Force conducted riverine T
zsseult =nd search cnd desiroy operzticns (CORONADC IV} in the southwestern Yhon

Trach and southwestern Long Thenh districts of Bion Hoa Province. This operation

wes highlighted by the capture of the largest wespons and suprly caches discovered

to dete oy the M°F. The caches included:

CZICCH cerbines
Sorinzfield rifle

rgsizn rifle

cnine guns
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Toumdz 73mm howitzer (CHICG)
Pounds 75mm heovitzer (U.S.)
Trensdes
Pounds explosives
Zeunds €0t morter
CZICOH bocby iravs
Clzzmore mine
5200 Pounds rice -
1 Ton sealt _ . K
L5 Black uniforms: - .
100 Pounds flour e,
45 Pair shees ST
Unspecified emount opium- - 7o -
850 Peunds_ assorted mealcel sunﬁlzes
60 Pounds’ docurents: Pt
2 Rzdios .- ‘ ,#?' L '-7‘~; Rk
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Evzluation of results of rivering @ssa ult oDeraulc 18 (CCRONAVO V) conducted in
the Cam Son fred of Dinh Tuong Province during the period 15 16 Septerber.
_revea1ed the followwna noteuorthy 1tems.h ;j_'- ST

(l) Durlnc the operatﬂon rlver aesault craft ¢ere under the he&v1est fire
the: have: BYPE“lenced to date. Task Group 117,2 was embushed along a two and one-
half ! tilometer stretch’ of %he- RcCh Bi Rai with 57mm recoilless rifle, RPG-2 and
RPG-7 AT grenades, -sutomztic.weapons-end small arms fire, In all, ‘eighteen river
assault craft received battleﬂ‘damege. Despite the heavy volume of fire and'a . "
large mumber of hits, not a single boat was placed out of action, This performance

c

eprov1ces conv1nc1ng ev14ence of-. the rugged“coﬁstruCtlon of the boats. C L

i,

e the ambusﬁ~

ﬁas reconning by fire aﬁ thé. tlm

i th nonﬁnern,part,of E”P4srea n#;onerﬂ+1ons;:;1n so’ d01nﬂr;ibey successﬁullynﬂw~4#~
&d. VC* exf*ltrat on from tbe area.e,};h

.




(3) The riverine asseult force once =zzin nroved its zhility to stond and
slug it out with the enemy even vwhen he is locs ued in well prepared :elmsh
Lo

positicons. A% the same time the siznificint mumber of cosusliies ermphosizes the
urgent‘requirement for armor which will QLCCESSLuﬁlf defeat th2 B-40 end B-50 rocket.

(4) CTF. 117 + ’as ‘assizned a helo ("—?)) for tacticrl coordinotion of water .-
maneuver‘d uring the operatﬂon. The capznility to coordinate overztions from-the )
zir proved i valuable in alertin ne tosk groun commeniers of Imminent dznger to their
crzft, the locetlon of friendly forces =nd in providing a communicziions relay.
ithout this asset the effeciivensss of the Fiverina a: ‘have bee
substentizlly reduced. It is imperctive that OTF-117 b igned 2 for use - 7
during combat operations, '

(5) The reguirerent for scévinced rsconnzissznos in heavily foriified VG -
Sseret Zones was clearly demonsirated during this omeration, In orcer to mrovide
clacuste predorctory fires, it ig highly desireble thet the extent of binlering
znd other foritificetions rd thelr locotions be detormined in advence:s In ezress
of thick vegeleilon tnd overhanging nenz orlms this infformotion cennot be obtainsd
from cerizl protozrophy

Semtember, el 2
e VO, e V.CE c
not becen Tor our ere = ting = boats
been seriousil ’C“W’ﬁﬁ%d with the rroszect of heving to lay up rmuch-
for laock o? =g replscenel g. This egzin points up the nezd for
. nocl of perscnnel, treined znd rezfy ito replsce casualtiss., 4s a
minirum this nool shoulu conzist of 4 4TC, 1 CCB, 1 Monitor cnd 2 LASPB crews,
Dxperience mey eventually indicate thet tﬁe nool should he lerger. In the months
to come it is eymected thzt the MRF will te uvorking arees of the Delta which have
thus far been virgin terriiory end c U7eLer Jomineted ty the VC This may well

S ed

meen continued hnd reguler need for cacuﬂl v replacements.

The 4/47th Infentry Baitzlion roteted sboard the MRB from Dong Tam end the 3/47th
Infentry Battalion went ashore at Don Taxn 17 September. A joint two-dey "refresher
fraining" program was conducted 17- 18 September for members of the 4/L7th Infentiry
Battzlion, The *raining was coordinated and conducted by Commander River dssault
Scuadren NINE in coordination with CO, A/A7th Tnfﬁnt*y Batt allon. The following
srezs were included: - . 7 -

(1) Beckgrouﬁd znd Composition of,fhe Mobile 2iverine Force.
(2) Tvges of éiver lsszult Créft{

(3) Concept of OU rztions,

{4) Heter Sa, fetj. . o ' j.;"f:" - S 1~Pf 
{z} Shlnbourd Orlenu,,ioe. o -

Syt

{6) Boat Regﬁlafions

‘f(?)-Tour of cCB, Ionluor, 4TC eid £TC( H) . i‘

e b ; VR LI e ",'

=.0n, 20. September 1967 the flrst shinment of two ASPB's arrived- in Vung Tau
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aboard the SS OHIO.  The U.S. Army TrahSportation Battelroﬁ,‘Vung‘Téu/Delta
(Provisional) off loaded theé boats in’ the early evening with the Army BD crane +
which relocated from Saigon for off loading the ASPB and associated equipment.
Due -to difficulties with the crane, and the need %o remove.'trucks and trailers -

from a hatch, the boat kits were not off" loaded untll the afternoon: of 22 September.5ga.

Since the eﬂght rallets contalnlng‘t e boat klts vere broken “dovm by the shipoer
for stowage, the complete boat kits uere not ‘delivered at Vung Tau, Three boxes
not listed on the shipping papers accompenying the 4SFB wers not delivered, due

to their being stowed under three hundred tons of cargo destined for Salgon. This
situstion was only discovered afier ca_lﬂng T*"ST:’:‘: Salgon and checking the manifest
due to m1551ng itens for ordnance outfitting

During Operaticn Coronado V (27-28 September) in the Giong Trom District of

¥ien Ho= Province, TF 117 units once again contected the enemy 1n prepared
positions, resulting in 3 USHN KIA, 6 USN WIA. This encounter was strikingly similec»
to the VC attack on TF 117 craft cn the Pach Ba Rai 15 September, in that the

lezd ATC minesweeners were once again the first to be hit, The steadily mounting
totel of TF 117 casuzlties resulting from the use of ATCs as minesweepers is

cauge for grave concern to this conm_rd It is btecoming increasingly znd pzinfully
annearent *““t the ATC must be renlsoced 25 = minesweeper by the higher speed ASFB,
To date only two ASPBs have joined TF 117, The use of these LSPBs for combat
overations hes been delayed due to some portions of the cutfitting kits being

mixed with general cargo in the hold of the merchsnt ship which transported them
to Vung Tau end the apparent loss of two pallets of the outfitting kits by being
offlozded ot Tacoma 2nd fzilure to relozd. Present delivery schedules indicate
that it will be scme time hefore sufficient. ASPBs are in-country to permit the ATC
to be releacsed completely from its stop-gap. role-as minesweeper, As the Mobile
Riverine Force penetrates ever deeper into VC held uerrltory, the reguirement fcor
ASPEs will become even more crit 1cdl.

The first combat employment of the two newly-acquired ASPB's occurred during
Operation Coronado V.(30 Sepitember - 1 October) in the Mo Cay and Huong My
Districts of Kien Hoa Province, ' Due to. the high speed of the ASPB!s, they were
able to act zs minesweepers for TU 117,2.1 during trensit to.the area of -
operations and then return to minesweep for TU 117.1.2. t'ensit of . the Song Ben Tre,
Additionally, the tweo ASPB's were 1ntecr¢ted successfully into the’ patrol scheme
within the smzll streams in the- uI@ﬂ:Of Operatlons. The use of the ASPB!s as
minesweepers during Coronago V resylted in a more rapid SOA of the movement grous
then has been in the case when ATC¥were used as mlnesweepers " This 1ncreesed
speed of the movementi. grouns %q the A0 further enhénces thejp0331billty of succesc~
ful surprise troop landings: Asﬁuore ASPB's become operatid al within the E
Mobile Riverineyligrge, & more -itallia'aq~ly51s of thelr abilltles end
1imitations will be fort "-"u- g . \ ;

Tbe second shlvme-d of ASPB'S arrived on “the SS AMERIGA H ony, 30 September. y
RIVFLOT ONE represen'sg 5 were dispatched"to co rdinate, offloadlng and insurei
all outfitting material x7ith the ASPBYs, AT gh the S8-AMERTICAN HAWK was &
reported to be a self-sustaining: carrier,...she was not ablégto of¥load. the i -
ASPB's at Vung Tau. - Crane sérvice could not be provided at VUng-Twu al
- fore the ASPB's could not be offloaded untili the: 38, AMER]CAN ) ¢ .‘ " K
.‘“Salgon on.3 October. This delay, andathe time requiréd . to, tow@PSPB's £ Cat from
TQSalgon, further delayed outfitting and availabillty of: tbese muoh needed boats R
*for-combat useds To date the offloading of ASPB's, 1n—country‘ hasibeen totally
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