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COMMANDER RIVER ASSAULT FLOTILLA ONE 

FPO SAN FRANC 

\ \ '\ 'R E1;r~;hrl ·vn ~~ 0CT1967 
CONFIDENTlfiL (Unclc.s,::ified u~on renoval of enclosure) 

From: COl1l!1l81der River Assault Flotilla ONE 
':'0: Comme.nc.er U.S. naval Forces, Vietnam. 

Subj: CommE.nd Eisto:-y for Septembel' 1967 (NAVFORV 5750-1); fcr1{arding of 

Ref: (a) COlfrlAVFORVIEST 5750.1A 

Enel: (1) CO::m1o.nd ?is';ory for SeDtember 1967 
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On 5 September the' Ji'ihes of the. four River Asse.ult Di:,risions ~{ere shifted 
fol101{s: ' .. 

,': ," 

R~D 91 from support of 3/47 Infantry Be.tte.lion to general: support- (resupply, 
nine sweeping, ~edicG.l clearing str.ticn end miscellanE?oD.s tas};s).-

RAD 92 from Be.:::8 DefE:ns.e to sup:;ort of 3/47 Infantry Bat.t:a~ion 

IL'J) III from genere.l ::'.1p:,ort to SUppOl't of 3/66 Infcntr'r Battalion 

H_P .. J 112 from SVoD.D. o:;:ot of 3/60 I f'a" S..,-I-+ol· to Hob:Lle ?.ive .... ,,·ine Be..~e n_ n;:,ry' .:. .... ",,-__ 2.on _ 
Jefense 

-'- ;'J'1. 

In oreer to provid.e £.~)prop:'i2.te support e.ne. effective coordination of opere.tions, 
n8:-,sor..nel H80S roJoC2.ted. 2.5 folloFS: 

?_".D 91 frcTJ ... ?L-26 t'J rss ~{-{IT:~IEID CCu-:';T~ (LS~-11c9) 
RL!J 92 :f'ro:n USS =~H3',L.? (j~PB-,;-5) ~o· "~"Pl-26 
?J'.D 111 from USS lJ:iE:c:;:::LJ COUliTY (LS~ -1169) to USS COLI3TCE (.~PB-:;6) 
?:'.J 112 from US3 GOL"~-::Oll (j.FB-36) to USS BEJE1!"H (.~PB-35) 
R:~S 9 Staff !'et18 .. ins in :' .. ?l-26 s.nd ?J;.8 11 Staff' in . COLLETOl'~ .• 

Eobile Rive7.'ine F01"ce o-oer:.tio!ls on·2 2nd 3 Sentemoer ~rere~'conc,ucted' in Ce..rl' Giouc 
Dis-:,:"ict of Long An Provinc:e, designed principall? to ~:,ovic.e t!1is 2.re?, Hith a 
:'8?sone.ble des:;ree .. qf secU!'i ty in· order to permit the . local populc.ce 'to participa-:,o 
in t~1e Hational Elections. In e.cCo!'!lp~~shing this missiC?n. the: Iv1:<!' did Qot "t.ake 
detD.inees nor di~,tp.rb·,the local p'oulation in ,an~T :1a...'me~·:1).nless. subjected" tb 
!:ostile acti'on b:r an' identified individual or individuals.:'~· U~~fe of. supporting 
fires. Ha!; held to "an absolute minimum cons'istent t-:ith. the reCiuirement to ensure 
t~1e saf.ety: e.~d··s.e'cv.rity~,:of Il.S', 'Forces~ '.' 

.', , .,:c·· ',." ", . 

On 1 Sebtember' a hlO:'6z.rr EOD detach."lent ,/8,S furnished to C' Com:peny 84th Engineer, 
Be.ttali~n to.?ssist 1nthe' detlolition of 0. sunken concretEl floa,t and, underi,;ater 
pilinGS at"tpe Cau Noi F",r:-y site in the Vam Co. Ri'/er (xs 787568),\'TheCe'u Eoi 
Ferry, connecting tbe.,Gb' Cone arid Long An P?rtioi;ls, of National.';Highl·rey 5, had not 
bsen able to. transport vehicles for the past' several months _ d~e',.io the SUIlc,eri 

. i'lo2t', ' Since it Has considered economically unfeasible to rais'e.the· float', it 
112,S destl'oyed by the TF 117 EOD Team in orde~ to' instill!' a 'new ilca.t. Thenew 
floc.t He.S moved. into place Yi t1i. SOD' assist:mce on 3 Septembe~l thus opening High-. 
way 5 to vElhicular, traffic betl-Iee~, Go Gong and Long An f'rovinces~ The restoration 
of t:lis' ferry site :to' fillI op'eration is considered to be a, significant ·contribu-. 
tionto. the;?ev~l,ui~,o~a!7 _nevelbpr.ie·n1;;,Prog~~;;.;·.. .. ' 

.. i ',. ~"., .. ' ~'. ,! . " : -

.Oli 5 Septem1:ieret" OOl~He, 
close. a,~~ai:d, the ~:obile. =·VP.1'1T'P.· 

rs ;'. Cn;:-ll7' had 

, . 
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On 9 September a s~:o!'t cere!r';ony "/2.S held on the Delong Pier e.longside the USS 
BZNEH.fd{ lThere a:::prop~iate, goodbyes Here said to the .8 A~I;C cr~"'s being relieved 
this month; The entire roster of boe.t crews I,ere present to bid "e.dieu". 
CCh?,IVF10T O:it: al,Jal'ded a Purple :~eart to one boat crel,l ,.1euber for wounds recently,: ' 
::eceived und personally thanked each mGn for "is services. 

~uring t?'!8 period 7-9 Septer::.ber, the 1<08i1e Riverine Force conducted riverine ,_ 
e.sscul t (_nd seure!1 ['.nd C:es-:'roy operations (CORONADO IV) in tbe soutl:\{estern I'Thon 
7!'~ch and southuestern Long Thenh districts of Bien" :-:03. Province. This' operation 
'-;::.3 i:ighlighted. 'vy t:'1G ?2.pture of the largest Heapons c.nd sup~.ly caches discovered 
to de.t·,:; ";)y the E.-=}'. The c8.cl'!es inclll(~ed: 

% C?ICC;': cc.rbines 
1 S~rinbfield rifle 
1 ?u8si ::.n rifle 
:3 ! :e.cDil:e S· ...... 118 
8 Sp.::.:::-e ~.c~~ine Z1."'n o:.r:.'·els 
1 SUC.-T:1::'C:12.r:e 5t~ 

56,150 :'C1:.nc S !S:Jc.ll ':::':::-:::8 o...-m::o 
4 ~,O~1J1d3 75"1.'11 hOHitzer (CHICO:.:) 

46 ?0".1.l1(~. s 75r:ill1 :;c\·ti t ;;er (U. S • ) 
165 '):,'enz.c.es 

95 PO'Jnds explosives 
;:0 ?co;nc.s 60bm ::lort~.r 
12 C;:ICOl-f booby tr9.:'Js 

1 ClaJT.ore TIline 
5200 Founds rice 

1 ':'on salt 
45 alack unif O:r::lS: 

100 Pounds flour 

", 

-. ; 

45 Pair 'sho~ s . 
C'llspecified eJr.oun't ouium 

-" 

$50 
60 

2 
1 

Pcund~, assorted ID\ldic'8.l"supplfes ' 
Pounds' d.octL":1ents,:, 
~dios 
Selling ~achine;: , ' 

Eve.lu2,Uon of results of riverinea'ssault' o~er~ti'ons (COHOlicu;o V) conducted in 
tl,e C8J1l Son Area of Clin'l Tuong ,Province during' the period 15-16 Septe~ber 
revealed the foilowing note,,,;orthyitems:, 

(1) Duting the operation river assault cI·ift cane' under the heaviest fire 
the;' he.ve experienced. to date.' Task Group 117.2 Has ambushed along a hio and one­
half kilometer. stretcli: of 'the , Re,ch' B..i Eai· ;Ii th' 57m!!lrecoi11ess' rille, RPG-2, and 
RPG-7 ,'tT grenades,:auto!Jl2.tic .. "leapons':and: small ams. fire. 'ln, all, eighteen river 
assault craft received battle:; dam'c.ge. Despite the heavy volume of. fire and'a , 
large number of hits, not a single)Joat' .. /as placed out of action. This performance 

.. provices convincing evidence ofth,e'rugged cOlIsttuction of .. the boats,' ,.. " 
~'_:.". . -:.... >~'._ ... ". '-~:.~ ... : .:.', ~ ~.: ',~\:"" ::::;:::3~,?-·. ~ .', .",.- ,:,' .. __ .' ' __ : ,~'r" -_ ': • '. _~ ,. ___ '". .~,., 

, .. (2), TG 117 .2 was alnbu.511edfrom:we11:prepared positions'on ~he east~ba#, of" 
Ba'Rai. ' The' task"'group i 'which' i.rasC rEiconnirig'b'J fi'r',,!: at ;tM tinle tJ1e' ~bUsIF' ~, 

'. \"r '." _ '.' -~""" .. " _ ... ~ ,t.- ",' , ,~_ • ..- . - -, ',_ •• ,"- ," ,:. 

Sp1:-tU'llg fougb:t its:'wai'~~t:' ~h~,entrenched' VCand',landed: an inf~try qa,tt~lion.' -,,'" 

~~R~~~;1~~?;r~' '.~'~i"" p~~t6~~;~fe!+:~.~2f~:~1~;~~~~~ ~~~~O~~~i~:l~ ~:-er~succe ss~11~~ -.. '-~=~ 
~ "r'" -:,,',',.~,~,:.~~,"'.: ~,~ ·)l~;~:.:·:- .~~~~_ .' ' . .-:'<., .. ~. . r' • "T" :.~; :~~_ .;., ,,+,' 

-~~>/t .~,.~ :'" " :·_:~~3:~'~/;t<>~·::~::" -'f--:~~~.:·:'t. 
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(3) The riverine asse.ult force once 2.&.::.in :?roved ~_ts ,?bilit-" to st:J.nd E~d 

slug it out \·lith t1l6 ene'!~y even "resn !le is located in 1,Ie11 p:,"ep8.~ed 2_!:!bush 
posit~ons; At the S2u11e time the signific·,·_",-t nu:.1oer of c2_sue.lties enph&sizes -the 
u:"£ent :requireI:1ent for arnor ~hich ,.Jill successfully dnfeat t~,.~ B-40 End B-50 rocket. 

(1 .. ) CTF .. Ii 7 ",8.:S -assigned a helo (!'~-23) for tactic~>.l coorQ.in~.tion of \-ls:ter 
T:lE.neuver 'durinG t,he operation. Tb.e cp.pai)ili t~:- to coordi1:.a te oper:,. tions from' th~ 
Ei.r prove:)_ invaluable",in e.lertin~ ti;.sk E:l"'OUp co::t-:12.n:.er~) of i:'T'.!l!inent d:-2 .. .l1.ger to tteir 
cr:::.ft, t!l8 locc.tion of i'risndly fo::'ces 2.1':0 in provic.in~; a co:rc.:unic:?tio.ns relay I 
",iit!"':.out t~is asset the ef:"ectiv8:1'8SS of the ?ive::.~ine ':~_:isD.'..llt Fo:"cG \lOt:ld ':u!ve been. 
substr:ntis..lly rec.uced. ~t is i8perr:.t:xe ths.t CT~-117 be essigned 9. helo for use 
c.urin;; cor.:b~,t oper8:t,ion~. 

(5) :}-;,e :"ec:uL."er:.ent £'0:; E:.c.v:::.ncec. :"'sconn::.is S::'.r.c e i::l :;'e,:;.vil~r fo:."ti£'ied 'lIe 
.sSC~"8t 70l:es 1."2S clecvrly ce;-~~onst:::"Qted c.UT~ns t.::.is o'ger,;~tion. In orc.er to ~rovicle 
c:.c~'3c:u2.::'e p:"e~x.rc.tor:r fil"'23, it is :---.ishl~r c.8sirable ths.t t~1e erient of DLl1::crir..g 
,:r.c. ot~'?r fo~":'ific2tions :2"_::. t:~eir loce.tiors be 'ie~<;'r:':!:'_ned in s.d.vc--.nce. In 2.:"82.8 

of t::ick '''0£e-:c;'~':.o!''" .:::J1.S. OVE::;T:'~:1Zi:1I ne~2. D:l!:1S this ini~or:-:-l2_tion c~.!"1_~:ot ~e obtr-,ir.3d 
f:,,'o:-:l :-"fri8.1 ·~l:oto:'I',:-·::;:'!.r. 

0:1 15 Sep~er:l~JSl", ~~~:.e FO:::88 s-..;.£,:'r:;:"cc;. 3 K::'~ :·.n:: 77 ' .. 'T.:" in -:':".0 inte!138 cl03G :-:-.!"!:e fi:~e 

f:";:;-: ','J:'~~"! t::e ve. T~:irt:·-f2.Ve pel~son~el Here helo l·S:r~V.:_C~D to ~os:9it;:ls e.s::o::-e. 
!f i t t~-:. -:: !1ot been fOl"' ou.:'" .-~2:?3 C::'G't,fS 1::1:0 .s.~e e.:)O';'.rc. , .. r:'.i tine on t~~e ir b02 ts, ,.,,.e 
l::o~.l,ld ;1::,~le :'~95n se1"::'o'';.81:- t:.:l~:,G:'~.lr-'·,n2:sd Hi t:l -:.!"le ~l"os~:,ect of hc.ving to Ie.y· up r::'C.c::­
noc~ed bo~,ts for lc,ck of t:~~,:"nsd !'ep12.c€T:1ent::. T!";.is 8Eain points up tl:e ne:d. fo:, 
~~ s."::triticn !Joel of pe!'2c!:.!"!el, trc.ined. c.nd re2c.y to rerls.ce casualties. .;,s e. 
3inL,-lJ'::1 this :?ool S!101)~d. consist of 4 ATe, 1 CC!3, 1 lIoni:'or end 2 J'~SPB cret·ts. 
I0:j.Jeri€'Dce mE.jT eventue.ll:-r indic2.te t:'-;'2.t t~l(~ pocl should be 12.rger. In tl:.e mont::3 
to CO!!1e it is e;:pected the..t the 1 .. 2]' ,.,rill be ',Jarking arE;C:.S of the Delta \.Jhich have 
t,:~U8 f2.r been vir sin ter::--:.tory 2.r:C. completel:r c.amine.ted by the ve. This :rw.y Hell 
mec.n continued 2nd regv~c.r' need for casualty replacer.:.ents. ' 

Tte 4/47th Infe.ntry Batte.lion rotated 2.ooard the H?cB fl'om Dong Tam and the J/47th 
r"fentry Be.tta1ion \-Tent ashore at ;:Jone Ta11.17 Septembe.r. A joint two-day "refresher 
training" progra.Cl Has cond.ucted 17-18 September for members of the 4/47th Infmtry 
Battalion. The 'training 1-;as coordinated e.nd cond.ucted by COl"!ll!.e.nder Hiver ASs2ult 
SC.u2.c.ron NIHE in coordina-;;ion Hith CO, 4/47th Inf2.ntry Battalion. T:1e follo,.ling 
'lre2.S Here included: . 

(1) Background snd COJ::posi tion of tl:e lco bile ?i verine Force. 

(2) Ty-pe::. of ?oiver "~s!:.ult Cr9.ft. 

(J) Concept of Oper~tions. 
, -.-

(4) Hater Safety. 

(5) Shipboard Orient~tion. 

(6) Boat RegUlations 
, 

,,>,_ (7) Tour of CCB, gonitor, ATC and ATC(H):" .... 
-',' ~ .-' , " ',' .... " • ~ \-:.l1!.:.'1'." ',_ 

;'~<. ::'J_:.~\-.. ~?;::'~': .~(~.. ; "'r'~ ,-:,,',Y';-- ':,' .. '.~-·,:'";'f' .... ". ...... .;.., .t.'· :0;; _, ,,".J 

>:0ri.:20- Septe~ber 1967~ the first.' shipment of tHo .O:SPB I s- arrived· in .. Vung Tim 
,.~.,':.: •. _£~' : .... : __ . .. /"'" " • I. - .!_i .' ,-,,' • 

~~~~~~==~·~·c··_,·:··,·~··,-~··==.~~"==~c~~c~~~··='.::, __ ~'~2~~ __ ~.~~~:~=~~~:~:~~=~:=~=~~~~ 
" "":'"",,,-, 

."' ·<j..;, •. ~.;::7-: .. ~, " ,:. :~.,, ____ " 
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aboard the SS OHIO. The U.S. Army Transportation Battalfon,Vun1(Tau/Delta 
(Provisional)' off loaded the boats :i.n'the early evening1lith the Army BD crane <, 

1,'hich 'relocated, from Saigon for off loading the ASPB and· associated eqUipment. 
Due to difficulties'with the crane, and tqElneed to remove,:trucks and trailers 
from a hatch, the boat kits ,Iere not off loaded Until the afternoon: of 22 September. 
Since the eight pallets containing' the boat kits Here broken 'do,m' by. the shipner 
for sto1Jage, the complete boat kits'Here not :delivered' at Vung Tau; Tp.xee bo):es 
not listed on the shipping papers accompanying the ASPB Here not delivered, due 
to their being stoHed under three hundred tons ot: cargo destined for Saigon. This 
situation Has only discovered after calling MSTSSaigon ,md checkL~g the manifest 
due to missing it ens for ordnance outfitting, ",' 

During Operation Corone,do V (:27-28 September) in the Giong Trom District of 
Kien Eoa Province, TF 117 units once again contacted the enemy in prepared 
positions, resulting in 3 USN KIA, 6 USN HIA. This encounter Has strikingly sir.dlc.C' 
to the VC attack on TF 117 craft on the Each Ba P.ai 15 SElr>tember, in that the 
les.d ATe mines',Tee;->ers \Ol8re once again the first to be hit. The steadily mOi.Ll1~ing 
totc:.l of ?F 117 cnslW.lties resulting from the use of ATCn as minesv7eepers is 
Cf.use fo!' grave concern to t::'is ccr.:m.md. It is becoming increasingly and pr..infully 
?::;:?a~ent t::'at tl:e .~~TC llU8t 00 re:;ls.ced 2..5 e. mir..GSi·!eeper by the higher speed ;~SPB. 
To e.at"l only ~',:o _~SPBs h2.ve joined TF 117. The uee of these ASPBs fer combat 
oper2.tions he,s been delao'ee. ,,-ue to some portions of the outfitting kits being 
mixed Hi th general co.rgo in the hold of the merchE.nt shi!) ;,hich trc.nsported them 
to Vung Tau e,nd the apparent loss of tHO pallets of the outfitting kits by being 
offloc.ded o.t Tacoma 2.nd failure to reloo.d. Present e.eliyery schedules indicate 
that it \rill be scme time roe fore sufficient, ASPBs are in·-country to permit the ATC 
to be relee,sed completely from its stop-gap role'as minem;eeper; As the Bobile 
Riverine Force penetrates ever deeper into VC held terri 1~ory, the requirement fcC' 
_'_SPBs Hill become even more cri tical',-' 

The first combat emr>loyment of the. tHO neHly-acquired ASPB's occurred during 
Operation Coronae.o V (30 September - 1 October) in the Mo Cay and Huong Ny 
Districts of Kien Hoa ProviJlce. 'Due to the high speed' oj' the ASPBr s, they Here 
able to act as mil1esHeepers for: TU 117.2.1 'during transit to,the2.I'ea of 
operations and then return to minesweep for'TU 117.1 i2 ti-ansi t of, the Song Sen 'i're. 
Addi tionally, the t1."O ASPE's \lere inte~ted-quscessfully int9- the patrol scheme 
Hithin the small streams in the area..dl' operations. ,The use of the ASPB's as 
mine sHeepers during Coron!lJ!o V res""!ted in a more rapid SOA' the movement Homos 
than has been in the case Hhen ATp~re used as . . ' Tbi's increased -
speed of the movement grou!ls't thfAO furth~r enhances bility of succesc-
ful surnrise troop landin~; As ore ASPB's become within the 
110bile Riverin ea more tai\~lysiS of 'GntnI" 

linitations Hi, be for'E g,'" '." ...... 
. ., ~ 

, :". ' . - 'I..... \t. . 

The second shipme - 'of ASPEr s arri ved o~-'the '[U1EFtJ:CU 
RIVFLOT ONE represen \lere disn,rcclne,(1 
all outfitting materia th,theASPB's. 
reported to be a self-sustaining:carrier •••• ?he 
ASPB's at Vung' Tau. ' Crane ~service could not be 
fore the,. ASPB' s' could not be offl6aded imtil~ 
Saigon on- 3 Oc_~obe'r. This 8.!)&',the· 

:. ilaigon, fUrther, delayed ' 

September; ", 

'l~~,~X' Nand insUre \, 
A HAWK 1;as 

..~"~_~' the ,; 



" 

-.5- 8"/ I 0' 

, •. .' ' /tt;ON FI DENT1A~ 
COMMANDER RIVER ASSAULT FLOTILI.A ONE 

\ \
vI ~~j1/N1 :hd 

\ ~ SerO/51 

,---~}..k~' 10 OCT19S7 
CONFIDENTIAL (Uncl2.3sified u1)on rel:loval of enClosw:e)r:z-:.:.. 

Frol!l: Cornrn=der "iver Assault Flotilla ONE 
'1'0: Cornrne.nc.er U. S. He '/C'.l Forces, Vietnam 

Subj: Conunf,nd Eisto:'"; for Se1)tember 1967 (lIA VFORV 5750-1); fc!""e.:-d.ing of 

Ref: (a) COIiNAVFORVIHST 5?50.1A 

Enel: (1) COr.JlJl::.nd :'is";oq for September 191:7 

1. Enclosl..l!'e (1) is fOr'!;·:3.rc.eti in e.ccor:ie.n~e Hi th t!je prOvisions of 
~efercnce (a). 
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