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MOBILE RIVERINE GROUP ALPHA ZLEJSNTS RAN INTO SOME OF THE
MOST HEATED CONTACT IN MONTHS SUNDAY IN DAY-LONG FIGHTING ALONG
THE HAL MUOI TA# CANAL .

WITH ARMY ELEZMENTS STILL RECEIVING SPORADIC FIRT AT 2120, EIGHT
200 BRIGADE COFVPANIES CLAIAZD TO HAVE AN ESTIMATED MAIN FORCE
BATTALION SURROUNDED A30UT 17 KILOASTERS NORTHWEST OF CAI BE. AIR
FORCE PLANES RAINED THOUSANDS OF POUNDS OF ORDNANCE ON THE ENEMY
POSITIONS, WHICH HAD ALREADY SEZN STVERLY POUNDED 3Y
ARTILLERY AND DOZENS OF HZLICOPTZR GUNSHIPS.

AS OF 2128, NINE VIET CONG WAD BEEN CONFIRMED KILLED. UeSe
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CASUALTIES WERE FOUR KILLED AND 82 WOUNDED, BUT THIS DID NOT INCLUDE
MANY OF THE LESS SERIOUS INJURIEZS SUSTAINED IN TWD DEVASTATING
AMBUSHES OF ASSAULT CRAFT OF RIVEIR DIVISION Fi2.

THE RIV DIV 112 BOATS WIRE FIRST HIT AT 1225 AS THEY MOVED UP
THE Hal MUOLI TAM CaNaL WITH 4747 INFANTRY. IN THE WITHERING ROCKET,
RECOILESS RIFLE AND AUTOJATIC WEAPONS FIRE, THREE NAVYNENW
WERE KILLED AND 15 WERE WOUNDED SERIOQUSLY “NOUGH TO REQUIRE
MEDICAL EVACUATION., TwO OF THE KIA WERE CREWHEY OF ASPB-il2=-2, BUT THE
THIRD HAD NOT BEEN POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED BY EARLY SUNDAY EVENING.
MISSING IN ACTION WAS A BOAT CREWVAN OF ASP3 jlz-1 WHO DISAPPEARED
DURING THE AVMBUSH AND WHO HAD NOT BEEN LOCATED A4S OF SUNDOWN,. TWELVE
ARMY PERSONNEL WERE ALSO JEpEVACED AND OTHERS WERE INJURED AS
THE ATC®S WOVZD IN TO BEACH THE Ev3ARKED TROOPS. ALTHOUGH THE
GROUND ELEJENTS WERE AZLE 70O ACHIZVE N0 SIGNIFICANT CONTACT &S THEY
MAREUVERED IN THE ARE&, DUSTOFF HE LICGPIFPS AND GUNSHIPS DREW ALMOST
CONTINUOUS AUTOMATIC WEAPONS FIRZ FROY THE ENEMY POSITIONS, ONE
DUSTOFF HELO WAS SHOT DOWY BY GUNFIRE BUT THE CREW ALL ESCAPED
IRJURY

WHEN THE SWEEP THROUGH THE AREA PROVED FRUITLESS, THE GROUND
FORCES WERE BACKLOADED T0 BE MOVED STVERAL KILOMETERS UP TIHE RIVER
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HHERE AN ESTIAATED 15 T0 &2 VO FAD BEEZN 3POTTED EARLIER IN THE DAY.
THE RIV DIV. 112 B0ATS CONTINUED TO RECEIVE SPORADIC FIRE AS THEY MOVED
UP THE CANAL, AND AT ABOUT 1702 THEZY WERE HIT ACAIN WITH A VICIOUS
WAVE OF ROCKET, RECOILESS RIFLE 830 AUTOWATIC WEAPONS FIRE.
THERE WERE NO FATALITES IN THIS SECOND, EQUALLY POTZIAT ATTACK, BUT
14 NAVYHEN HAD TO BE EVACUATED FROA THE AQ FOR TREATNENT AT THE
COLLETON AND DONG TAM¥. ALSD DUSTED OFF AT THIS TIVEZ WAS LT. JIM NELSON
THE RIV DIV 112 COWMANDER, WHO WAS WOUNDED IN THE FIRST ATTACK AND WHO
HAD REMAINED IN COMMAND OF HIS BOATS THROUGHOUT THE AFTERNOON.
MANY BOATS WERE DAMAGED BY THIS SEICOND AvBUSH, AND DURING THE
COURSE OF THE BATTLE BOTH CC3 ll2=-f AND ATC 1l2-1 HAD FIRES WHICH
HAD TO BE EXTINGUISHED IN THE FACE OF THE HEAVY ENEWY FIRE. ALSO
BADLY DAMAGED WAS ASP3 91-7 WHICH HAD REPLACED ONE OF THE
DIVISION 112 ASP3S TOWED FROw THE AQ AS A RESULT OF THE FIRST ATTACK.
THE 4/47 INFANTRY BEACHED NEAR THE SCENE OF THE ATTACK AND
ATTEMPTED TO CLOSE IN ON THE VC FORCE, BUT THEY REPORTED ONLY
MODERATE CONTACT AS THEY TRIEZD TO COMPLETE THE ENCIRCLEIMENT.
BOATS OF RIVER DIVISION 91 WIRE ALSO INVOLVED IN SUNDAY®S
OPERATION BUT THEY SPEAT MOST OF THE DAY AT A FIRE SUPPORT BASE
AFTER DROPPING OFF 3/60 INFANTRY AT A PICK-UP ZONE T0 3E AIRLIFTED
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INTO THE AD.

THE SIX SHIPS OF ¥R3 ALFA RELOCATED FROM DONG TAWM TO VINH LONG
SUNDAY MORNING, CLOSNG THE NEW ANCHORAGE ABOUT 1233,

ELEMENTS OF RIVERINE GROUP 2RAVD WERE ALSO REPORTED 10 BE IN
CONTACT SOUTH OF SAIGON SUNDAY, BUT & LACK OF COMBUNICATIONS
BETWEEN THE TwO TASKS GROUPS PREVENTED A&3Y DETAILED REPORTS.

T&SK GROUP ALFA waS VISITED SUNDAY BY REAR ADMIRAL PaNoe
CHARBONNET, COMANDER CARRIER DIVISION SIX.

FILAING SUNDAY®S ACTION IN THE AD WAS A THREE~©AN N3C CAMERA
CREW WHICH WAS EM3ARKEID IV AN ARSY C & C SHIP DURING MOST OF
T?E FIGHTING .

B

]

80 91 012+0ces N1 N2 H3 N4 US NB SU0.ye CNRIS.15,,4 CTRI17.200 CTEI1Tot.10l.

TOD:19/0741Z AUG 68/AAE ,
TOD $19/08207 AUG 68/THC v suop/cuo s .. YLLED AT

GO KO OPS COMD CBOpean A=PERS:ssue
HE T

Z




