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- - ' COGAID HISTORY o

The .f:l.‘z.‘Su weak of Jaﬂuar,f saw BEnHSMA,’ and ner crew in Vung Tau,
Republic of Vietna:n for repairs, During btae tuc weei restricted avail-
ability, BE.ITVIAT had three AC generators installed while alongsicde the -
Uss TUTUEA. The limited tender avullaoa.;:by av Vung Tau was the first

liberty nort for the bEIGEWAd crew in elght monthse

BENEM.. got widerway from Vung Tau back to *lme operating area 12
January. Commander River Assault Flot:.]la 0iE (CTF 117) and Commander.
Second Zrigade ant staffs embarked at Z)o  Tai alter spending four weeks
aboard Wr,sm} ISTER comm. e - =

Dur:w' e f:rst three wecks of Januo.r;,r, DENZ{AD operated in an area
between Dong Tam and My Tho. - During this tine BTIEAAL was visited by several
dlB'bli’l._.,"L.lS;le. peopies linjor Gencral ECXFART, Serdor Advisor IV Corps, and
Major Gencral. OICOWIOR, Comanding General S St infantry Division came aboard
for Mobile Riverine EOPCG operations briefin:. The following Congressional
Representatives visited BENRWAR to talk to constituents: EDNUIDSO: of
Oklahome, FOLEY and MEEDS from Washington and SUPFERGAN from New York.

On 25 and 20 Jamory, BEMEJAH transited fvon Vinh Long to Ben Tre and
then from Ben Tre {o an ancharage 9 miles eost of 1y Tho, a total of 60
miles in the treacherous rivers of the ldekcny pPelta. Then on the 27th
back tc Vish Long (31 miles) for a three u_u_y total of over 90 miles; a
pobile Rivuiring Force record. : - A :

Jamary saw Little action from the Viet Conge During the transit fron
Ben Tre 4o Iy T"lo on the 268k, BENEVAN cun crews fired on the south bank
at Dong Tam for practiice expending hli5 rowids of LOni and 31 rou.o.as of
/50, - the cutire Pirdng run lested aboub 20 miiutes.

On the 20%h of Jamwory BEGEWAS celebrated her lst aniversary of
recommssionipg. (uboard for the occastion were Vice pdumiral Sir Alan
MeNICOLL, Chle:. of Staff of ‘the Royal Australian Mavy and ajor Geucral .
&. D. iicDONALD, Prospective Comsander pusiralizn Forces s Vietnan, R

On the 3lst of Jamary, the Tel Truce was cancelled and embarked iroops _
of the ?u.h I"L.‘.l Y D:LV:LSJ.on reswied search end destroy operationsa. :

FEBRUI Ny

The mont.. of February began with BEI‘I&’JJ‘S-‘;‘ ant the IRF being rushed to
My Tho to supoort aliied troops battling an cstiinted force of 500 Vieb
Cong for coatrol of that city. Later r.h&..' sone doy, BB .rﬂ.; transited tack
to the DOP' ian anchorazes ' o : '

on the Lth of Feoru, :ry the BF put on another demonstration of its.
ability to react rapidly to awy contm‘_.,euc,y, moving into its fourth ,
operabing area ia 5 days, shut:.ne, from Ghe v:.c;.mty of Cai La.y :Ln'bo the .
area surrouncing the enoattl i Cit\r of V:.nh on.,,.. : S




From the begimiing of the Tet offcpsive until 000L on & February, the
¥RF with its 9tn Infantry Division troops accounted for 169 VC killed,
163 detainees, while sustaining only 7 U.S. killed and 97 wounded «

on e Oth of Februwry BEMEWAE transitcd back to its old anchorage atb
Dong Tam {rcm Viah Long. Upon returning, PRIEAY was visited by retired
Arty Genewol, Bruce CLARKE and former Congresswan HOLT, both recelving a
brifeing on tue IRF ow vatiouns .nd rccent Teb Offensive. S

The 12th of Pebruary saw BENEWAH and the (AP on the first leg of the
longest transii since arriving in country. The first anchorage was located
almost 60 wmiles up river from Dong Tam eid 25 miles northwesi of Sa Dec.
During the second leg of the jowrniy, the .RF transited the Vam Cao crossover
which commects tie rckong and Bassac Rivers and is 20 miles from thé
Cambodian borde.s On the 13th of Februer s the IRF comple ted the 111 mile
transit frow Dong Tam to Can Tho at 1300 and began operabions on the Bassac
River for tic first time. The }MRF was now located farther south than ever
bafore in its one~year history of operaticns in the Delta. Cen Tho is located
about 30 miles southwest of Dong Tam and §5 miles southwest of Salgon.

The BENMAT lojsed her 5000th helo landing 16 February since arriving
in Vietnam a Littlc less than 10 monthe: opo. Coimodore SALZER was aboard
the Armed muey when it touched down and was yrovted by Lieutenant Comuaider
SAUCIER, BEWEIAR's Cowaanding Officcer.

On 17 February the LRF completéd its first campaign in  operation
CORCHADO XX,

Februroy 20th sasr a farewell lucnheon hostued by the BEREIAH for HMajor
Gencral OICOMNOR who was leaving Vietnam aftor o nine month tour as

Commander of the 9th Infantry Division.

on the 2lst of February the MRF was fratured a5 the unit of the doy on
the Arimed Forces Radio Station ia Soipon. fThe five minute broadcast dis-
cussed the five ships of the HMobile Riverine 3ase (MRB) and the four major
types of agsowdt cralt.

On February 27th Lieutenant Commander SAUCIZR, Comasnding Officor of .
BEIEWAH w2s rolieved by Licubcnant Commender STCJEIL with a colorful ceremony
ont BIHEWAI's flight deck. b

The moite.. of February cnded with a visit to BENEWAH by Charles EREREARDT,
Dircetor of the Far Gest Rurcau of Voice of fmerice and Chris ECONGAL, a
war corresnondent for WEikonesY, an iilustrabod weokly magaszine published
in Athens, Crecce., Zobh men werc briefed aboard DENEWAH on MAF oporations
and toured Diver Assault craft alongside BEGIAL.

MARCH

Harch sborbed by sceing BEUEAE and RF coupleting the longest singhe
dey trensii in its history. On ierch 3rd, DEERELD completed a 106 wile
trip from Can Tho %o Dong Tam in 12 hours, During this transit,BENEIAN
destroyed four Viet Cong bunkers with its 3u/50 and LOINi guns.

On L.arch 5th, River Division 111 moved onboard BENEJAH to assuue
responsibility for 1IR3 defense.



Maren Oth saw the DBEIRIAL conducuing the longest firing run of the year,
a three powr bombaxdianent of the south banlt ot Long Tail. Duri-"zg-; the firing
run, BEIWLY was crodited with destroying O Vict Cong bunkors, 3 huts and
dapaging 3 more buakers. BEINAY expended 101 rounds of 3¢ /50 and 140
rounis of I;Q-Li-i?_ axrmnition, LR L D : RN

BEiEHAE went %o Ceonerol Quarters larci §ta when she came under atback |\
at the ¥y Tho aachorare. BIFELI's rescue cnt assistance detail were U
instrumeatel in exbinguisivag an anmauwdtion fire aboard an artillery support
barge. The five was coused by a direct hit duwring thne VC motar attaci,
"Leter the some oy ZEUNLE returned to Dong Taw and was visited by Gwnural
BESS0H, CO:.I.lr....&.Lnb Gp_lurJ of Lne _U_.S. maa‘y Lu.m,r:.al Coruiand,

On raxrch 22&. EL:.:_}J.G:I received the severcst aotack in its h:.story. It
was eariy Fridey morninz, iorch 22né, wihen the vlat Con,_-, openec up with
rocket and wotar rou.lc,s off the soubh bank at e Iy The anchorae. EILTAE
suffercd noderate damage vhen it todk twe 7530 recoJ.es rifle healt rounds
on the pori sice forward. Three other rownds cxploded close to the ship on
the starboard side. Fortunately, no person_u,l casualtics resulbed irom che
attack, One u.L tae rockets pe‘zetratca e bullkhead on the forward ngss
decks, rupburing a stean line and air vewd, damasing a fon room aad spraying
the arce witi sizeable picces of shrapnel, 4 second rocket struck just - -
forward of the port accomudation ladder about wne foot below the wabterline.
This blast opened a hole 10 inchcs in dilamecter and ruptured twoe ballast
tanks, cousing minor flooding. fThe ship was listed five degrees 19 sbor-
board to facilitave repairs. Ship's forces guickly welded a permanent
pateh over tihe hole, Simmitancous with the abttock, BENTWAH strafed tie
south bandk with 3%/50 and LQwi five with wicw results. March ended wita
visits o CENBELN o L,b.ptula DUHCLI], Prospective Commangor Landing Smp
Flotilia O:E, LHoin were r:|.*un,u briefligs on HNF vporations.

ATRTL

On April lst, TUHEWAL tock under firc and destroyed extemlve bunker.
complexes on tae bank of Tien Gilang River wvest of Dong Tai. :

" Apr:il 2nct, 3/L7 Infantry Jattalion emburkec aboard BENENAL as 3/00
Iafantry 7 Batialion c..eag.r’c. G to assume deJ.eJ.lub of Don._, Taris : -

Several \.u..ata.auu.s hed visitors came aboard T J.JI.H for briefings of
tactical operatioss in early April, iojor Goneral THANH, Coimanddiy; General
of IV Corps accompalnied by hicjor General RCIIIART and Hajor Gcnural J;Y, 5
Deput;,r 0011._,2-115:1.& Gener ‘-1, II F:Leld Yorces, weve ox':l.efed.

& specicl Zoster Se:*v':{.ce as neld abeoord JEEVAH for a 'beleva.sn.un
progran u\) be s' ST 0% Bes ucr Smau,.y La e f.xm.u..d States.

T e Poud n:..J“O"{DS Rospectlve ew ZcL.la.nu Iu.w"”ador tu Vlet,n_.x was
briefed ' Capbolan ‘LLJ.JLM on MRF operaticns on & 4pril. :

on 15 April the MRF came under the uost intense Viet Cong attack since
its conceptions mizhtcen ﬂavy and Armly porsoanel were Wi u_ndec. in the '
intense recoilloes rifle atback ab the iy Tho aschorage. IINEJAH recelved
3 rocket hits in the sudden atbock at 11407, all the hits Ware above the
weterline and no serious damage was done. Eloven perscnnel aocord DEIIIAN ..
were wounded duriiy 'b_le attack, Destuoyed was & converted ICi~6 which had




been confizured to serve as a refueler for the assault boats. It was

struck by a round while alongside BENEJAZ and wes immediately cast oif as

it burst inko flames and later ssnk. DEZUAY rapidly responded with LGl
3/50-n50 machine ;un fire within three minutes of the initial attack.

The accuvacy of whe fire quickly suppressed the enemy attack and successfully
covered the withdrewel of the USS TO GREZH COUAY (LST1159) which was loaded
with ammaition and had zlso been hit by VC fire. BENEWAH later transited
back to Dong Tail.

Durirg the noxt week BENEWAH had some very distinguished visitors aboard
for briefing, Congressman Waldie (D~Calif) and mwrphy (D-H.Y.) visited
with constituenis. General JOHNSON, Chief of 3baff, U.S.Army and member
of Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Vice Admiral DUNCAN, Chief of Haval Persomncl
nresented awards aboard BENEJAE and were given briefings on MRF operations.

On the 22nd of ppril, Arsy and Navy persomnel ewbarked in BENEWAH were
treated to an afternoon of folk mmsic cuplimentary of USO in Sadjon.

The 23rd of Arpil saw the DEREWAH visited by Gencral William WESTHMCORLAID,
Military Assisbtonce Comaanduly Vietnam. e was bricfed on past and present
MRF operetions by Commodore Salger and Colonel COULIN, USMC.

The rest of the tionth was hi-lighted by seveval distinguished visitors
aboard DEIMIAIL, LT Gonersl Furris WALY, Assistont Commadant of the Mordine
Corps, was bricfed by Comuocdore SALZER on MRF operations. General WALT was
given a dencnstration of the fire power of the assault boots alongside
BENEWAE and ;iven a byriefing on the MRF mission in the Delta.

MAY
Moy started out with a severe rocket abbtacl: from the south bank at the
Dong Tam sachorages Dospite the severness of it, there were no hits or
casualties. A4n cstimated 25 rounds were fired ob the VRF between 0200~
0215, . the MRF quickly suppressed the attack.

Admirel John K7LAID, Commancer in Chief, U.S, Pacific Fleet visited the
BENEWAE for lunch and bricfing on MRF op.rations. Later the Admiral presented
awards to Flotilla personnel, Various river asscult division peorsonnel were
awvarded 33 Purple Zoarts for wounds received in recent action.

Early iny saw wany visitors come to DEUMIAN for briefings on IMRF
operations. Some of the more prominent visitors were: Major General COFFIN,
Depuby Cosumcnder of the Army's Research and Development Program and Major
General PRICKE™, Vice Divector of Operations for the Joint Chiefs of Staff,

on 17 iy, SEUETAN departed Dong Tam and completed the 62 mile trip to
the vicimity of Cua Soirap and Song Vam Co which necessitated the MRD enters
ing the South China Sca for the first time since Novomber 1967.

Wwhile in this anchorage several more Cistinguished visitors came to
BENEWAH to be briefed on MRF operations. Iejor General GARRISON, U.d. Army
Inspector General, Recl Admiral J, V. SMITH, Prospective COMPHIBPAC,
conducted =n inspection of BENEWAH with the Comasnding Officer and spent
the night. '



The rest of the month was spunt 1.10uL1,r in trg,vel:mb the eruI'S
betwec.n Jonu Tam and Jen Tre. T

Tne 26th of Hay, Colonel Robert ARCHER asswwed comaand of 2nd 31"1’ ade
9th Infantry Division, rel:.s.v:.n; Colonel uAVID in a colorful cermony on - © -
BNMIS ﬂ:t.bnt deck L -

| - JUKE
© Barly June saw Rear Admiral G.- B, CRA:, Comuaander of the Australian
Fleet, axd lajor General A. C, kcDOUALD, Comuander of the Australian '
Forces, Vietnam visit the BmiEﬁA.rI for AT F b¢ :ch.:l.ng and a tour of the
assauly cr a.L‘L aloauszl.de. S , :

'River Assault Division 91 eubarked DEMZIN to assume base d.ei‘ease 3 June,

Mic June saw the DENGWAH's Medical Departnent conduct a IJI‘EIDGAP m.rmb
which approximately 200 peoplc. were trcatcd

June Lhth thc BENEWAN was visited by General Croighbon AZRANS  who
recently succecded (eneral WISTHORELAND, was briefed on IRF operations by
Commodore SALZER and Colonel ARCHIR . ER e T

On the 23rd of June BEWEWAH transited from Can Tho back to Dong Tarnl.
BENEWAHL played z PSYOFS bape during the transit explaining the MRF!'sS presence
in the areca for the benefit of 1lst(.nel“s ashore as the sh:a.p's were pass:.né
through the Vau lico Crossowr. :

Junc enced with a visit from LT Genere.l ‘L.M'I?l?ﬂ‘l‘ s USA, Deputy Assistant. :
Secretary of Defense, and Major Genurol BIRG, Deputy Assistant Seeretary
for ¥ilitery Personnel, The party was briefod on Force operations to éate
and talked at rondem with enlisted persoa_a,el refwdln personal affairs,
tour leng,th.; a.m PI’OAQO'blOl’L:. - :

The beginnding of July saw the BENEWAY again located at Vam Co and
Scirap divers about 15 miles south of Saizon., Walle in this anchorage
an Army spotter plane discovered a comal&:: of VC bu.nkers wh:n.ch ’c.he
COLLETOL and 3." LNE IA.u destroyed with 3“/50 f:.re.

The hth of July was not celebrated this yoar for BENEWAH ; The
Hedical Department, however did conduct a EDCAP, Lieutcnant%
the shipts doctor, and Licutepant the shipts dentist, treated over
450 Vietnanese in vhe city of Go Conge ' e

The DENRILL sob underway for Dong Tem on 7 July. Upen arriving, DENEJAH
was visited Ly combat artist, R, J. JiITH, wiho spent 3 days aboard. Mre
SMITH was sponsored by the Office of the CHO, MNr. SHITH is a member of a
two artist team widich is cruatJ.ng series of works depiciting Nevy
operations im Vietnam. R -




on July L9th DEifEiil spent 7 hours in transit while relocating from
Dony, Tasi b0 an anchorage on the Song Uo Chien, 5 miles southwest of e
Cay. Until this tronsit, the Co Chien was the only wajor branch of the
Mekong River wirich the MRD had not travelcds Durdng the transit, BRITWAN
destroycd o bunker ond house from which snipers hod been operatings

Another MEDCAP was held by the DENIIAE Medicol Demrtment on 12 July
south of io Cay. Approximately 300 persons werc treated by the medical
team. 1. Lowrence Pickering, Special gssistant to the U.S. Ambassador vo
Vietnam also visited DENAWAH on the 12%h for a briefing and tour of assauld
boats clongside,

General Andrew J, GOCDPASTER, Deputy Comnander, U.S. Militery
Assistance Command, Vietnam, got a briefing from Commodore SALZER and
Colonel ARCILI on MRF objectives and operaticns aboard DENEWAR July 20th.
This wos Goneral GOCDPRASTIRs first visit since General LKIRAMS took over
for General MNSTIHCAELAND,

Another 1EDCAP/DENICAP for a proximately 150 patients was held on
July 25%h. Dv. I -»d Dr. EEvore roelly busy in the month of
July with BO¥e than 000 patients treated. DIEIEJAL is very proud of the
Medical Departucint and the part it has been playing in establishing good
relations withh the Vietnaimese.

AUGUST

The montl: of Ausust was rather slow. Obther than many tronsits botween
Don: Tnil, My Tho and Zen Tre, it was a rathor tirescme month. However
} - - , 3 - ,
sos vigived by several distinguished peowle. 0On 12 Lugust

(] iy iy T 3 .

Admiral Thomes [, MOMRER, Chiel of Haval Oporations, rccelved a briefing
of ¥RF operabicns aboard BEIEWAH and presentec. five bronze stars during his
one hour visit,

GMICH Delbert D. BIACK, Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy visited
BENTWAL on 16 Aupuste Chief ILACK visited with cnlisted personnel to
discuss their problems and fubtures in the Heval Sexrvice.

Aurust 25%h saw Admiral HYLAD, Comasnder in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet,
visit TEEEIAT for awards ceremony and luncheon. Admiral HYLAID toured the
ship with DRIIHAR's Comianding Officer and met with ship's company in toe
wardroon for an informal discussion on MRF operations in the Delta.

SEPTHADER

The first of Sentember marked a change of command Cer'GMONy aboaird
DENEWAT. Captein T, F, DOOKER relieved Captain R, W. ALLEW as Chief
Staff Officer for the Flotillia.

The nexs several weeks were wneventful for DUIEWAH, cperations being
limited to transits between Dong Tam and iy Thos

On the 13th of Sept DENEWAH was visitcd by Admiral V, A, SMITH, Chief
of Stafi of the ioyel Australian Havy. e wes briefed on MRF operations
by Commodore SALZIR. Admiral SMITH lunched aboord BENEWAL and tourcd
asszult craft alongsidc.



Adwrdal Jona S, MOCAIN, Comuander in Chief, U.S. Forces in the Pacific 3
and Read Adwdral VETH, COMNAVFORV, visited BMU]JIMI and were briefed on MRF
operations by Commodore SALZER. In acdibion to eating lunch on the BEIEWAH,
the Admirals conducted an extensive tour of assanl b boats 3long,sn.ae and
presented three medals to RIVRON 9 persomnel. ,

The rest of September was spent traveling the Mekong Delta Rivers and _
conducting herrassment and Interdiction (2I) fire. - :

The last two woeks of September guite a few distinpuished visitors
come aboard DENEWAY, Several of the guests were:  Rear Admiral PRALT,
Commender Amphibious Training Comnand PiCIFIC, Cormodore Iran Van Chon,
who is the highest ranking officer in the Ja.et*x&.mse Havy, equivelent to
CNO, Vice Admirel Elmo ZUMWALT, Prospective COMNAVFORV. ALL visitors were
given operation briefings and tours of assault craft alongside, Adiniral
ZUMWALT was given a f:w::.n(_, denonstratlon of assault craft on the soutn banlc
at Dong Tam, o : L

OCTOBER

DENENAL was visited October 6th by tie Secretary of the Navy, the
Honorable Pawl R, IGHATUIS. The Sccretary was accompainied by Vice Acumiral
ZUMWALT, COMZAVE(:V, and Rear Admiral HARJISH, Tie Sceretary and Admirals
were briefed on MRF operat:l.oas and 51?011 a f:.x‘:.nL demonstration by assa.ul‘b
boats aloigside, . . o _ o _

On Ociober 15, IENGWAH moved alone approximately 17 kilometers esst of
Dong Tan to ive support Lo operations taking place While at this new area,
DENEWLH was ags..ln visited by Vice Admiral ZUMdALT who appraiscd the act:.on
taking ‘:)la.ce and was bricfed on objectives of the recent mission, L

The 15th of October was a historic ocass:.os aboard LE;\‘L‘EMA:E. She
recorded hexr l0,000t‘x helicopter landiny with the arrival of an Army
"3lickh carrying Colonel ILAND, Captan,u _)OCIult‘., Vietnaiese Major, Nguyoen
Duc-in and 2nd Lrisade Sargpan‘b Major I The helo was greeted by
LODR Marshall L. STOWELL, DENBWAH's Commanding Officer. The passengers
were presented with plaques in recogniticn of thc historic event,

Vice px csa.cenulzﬂ. cendidete, Gensral Curbis LeMAY (USAF, RET) 5 farmer
Air Force Chief of Staff, visited DENEWAH, The Gencral was on a fact
finding tour of Vietnam and was br:.ef :d on MRF missions and objectives
by Comodore Sl:.LZnhuo

BEMNEWAZ Went to General Quarters 21 Octoboer at 0300 wiien watch persomel
observed rocket fire passing between 50 and 200 feet overhead., Fired from
the south banlt of the Song My Tho, the rockets were apparently not intended
for the ships, bat woere directed at Dong Tam. The DEWEUAH took the enemy
positions under fire with her LOMM and 3“/50 guns- suppressing the rocket
fire inarecord vime of 3 minates after sounding Q.

_ Captaoin Dale SCIERMERHORN, Prospective Commander River hssault Flotilla
OME, arrived onboard 30 October. Captain SCERMIRHORN is due to u.li\,ve
Cozmaodore SALZER on 3 l\iovanbc.r aboard Bﬁlﬁﬂm.




NOVEDER

On tie lst of Nov.mber, at 0322, the WESTCILiSTER COUNTY was mined
by 2 lar;e explosive devices approximately 10O 1bs apiece, There were 2
explosions on the starboard side edmid ships between the bulkhead and the
ammi pomtoons along side, The explosions left two holes, both more than
twenty feet in diemeter, A first class pebty officer compartment and Ariy
bunkroom were the hardest hit, but there were also casualties on the
pontoon and on RIVDIV 11l boats ties up alongside. The ship tock on waber,
but repid reaction by damage control partles quickly controlled tie flooding
and the siip was never in danger of sinking, Wounded men were rushed to
DENSAAE by assauld hoats during the carly morndig hours, the more severely
injured were imsediately evacuated from DENEWAL to Dong Tam hospitale

The entire shipts office force was killed and DRNIWAIL sent a team of
persomicluen to the LST to straighten up the necessary paperwork involved
in notifying next of kin, processing of the dececased records and othor
reporise The WESTCUESTER COUNTY lost 17 shipts company or 13% of ivs
crew, a total of 25 men were lost albogetner.

Shortly afber the cxplosion, Admirsl ZUMWALT landed on DENEWAL and
took a boat to WESTCHESTER COUNTY to gebva first hand report of the situation.

on Noveiber 3rd, Captain SCHERIERHORN relicved Captain SALZER as
Cormander Task Force 117 in change of cowsand ceremonies on the BENEWLH
flight deck, fihe ceremony was attended by high ranking officers from all
over the Deltc. The ceremonics featured the presentation to Captain
SALZER of the Republic of Victnam's two highest individual awards, the
Vietnamese Cross of Gallentry with Crossed. Pelms, and the Vietnamese
HYational Order liodel. Footured spesker wos Adidral ZUMWALT, COWIAVEORV.

The DENEWLD was visited by Ernie BANKS of tie Chicago Cubs and Pote
RICKERT, a pitcher for the Daltimore Griocles cn Hovember 15th. The two
bascball players cunducted a hand shaking tour aboard and met several
hundred norsounel on the widdle mess decls,

Later toe same day at 2200, while anchorec in the ham Long River
approximately two miles south of Ben Tre, TG~ was sunk. This casualyuy
which cost the lives of two people and wounded nine was coused by a Vieb
Cong swimer planting charges on her storn, the craft sunk in 30 secondse.
BENEWAL rocolived her entire crew. Personnel from YLLC~lh were proviced
quarters and sivea clothing end all nccesasary toileb articles.

The UENE{AL was visited by LT General vinh Loc, ARVN, Commandant of
the Nationol Defensc College and 20 students on Hovamber 22md. The group
received a briofing of mobile riverine vactlcs and operations and toured
several tyoes of assauld crafttied alongsides

The Medical Dejartuent was busy in November with two HEDCAP 1s/DENICAPYS .
Approximaveiy 00 paticnts were preated by SENEIAH's medical tean.

Senshor Relph Yarborough (D-Texas) visibed DENGWAE to talk to constituents
on Noverrior 2Dtie



bEﬂL diits Sxecutive Officer, Lieutenant . J, WILSON, USL\E, was relieved .
by L:i.euwnzn’o M. IZ.\QII‘FITHS USN on Hoveiber 20th, . '

DECH:BER
The month of Decenber wos a rather slow noirth.
LEISWAL as usuval had a large number of distinguished visitors,

Admiral ZUMJALT camo aboard for awards presenbation on the 2Lth of
Decenbor,

The ¥RD observed cease fire in accoardance with truce on the 2Lth =nd
25th of Decoumber,

General WALLNOUGH, USA, Commanding Gencral Contincntal frmy Command
and Major General EWELL v:.s:Lte& DENEMAL on December 26th for a tour of the afloat
units and several. fire support bases,

A Christnos program given by Dob Hope was held in Dong Tam on the 27%h
of Dembumber, Approximotely one half of shipls company were able to attend
the show,

The laost dey of 1968 was uneventful for DEEWAH, The past year has
been profitable for DENEWAN and all things token into consluc.ratz.on, it
was a profitable year aralnst thc, Vict Conb. :




DECEMBER

© On 7 December VADM ZUMWAIT, Cormander Navael Forces Vietnam visited
BENEWAH and spoke to the entire crew, reviewing the progress of the war -
throughout the Republic of Vietnam, congratulating the BENEWAH on her ex-
tensive role in the success of operations in the Delta, and assuring the
crew that there would be a continuing requirement for BENEWAH's services
for many months to come. While Barrier operations on the Grand Canal were
steeesaful and largely uneventful throughout the month, BENEWAH's calm days
were disrupted only by an accidental explosion on the base defense boat
that put it out of commission, and a particularly pleasant afternoon on
the 31st being entertained by a USO sponsored singing group on the flight
deck, I - o C






