' DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
‘U. 8. 8. COLLETON (APE-38)

C/0 FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 96601 APB36/PGH:vn

Code 31
9 June 1969

From: Commanding Officer, USS COLLETON (APB 36)
To: Director of Naval History (0P-~0959)
Washington Navy Yard, Washington, D. C. 20390

Subj: Command History
Ref: (a) OPHAVINST 5750.124

Encl: (1) 1968 Chronology
{2) 1968 Basic Rarrative
(3) Muster Roll and Roster of Officeps
(4) Family Gram
(5) Photograph of USS COLLETON (APB 36)

1. Enclosures (1) through (5) are forwarded in accordance with

reference (a).
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Copy to:

CNO (less encl (5))
CINCPACFLT (less encl (5))
COMPHIBPAG (less encl (5))
COMNAVFORV (less encl (5))
COMRIVFLOT ONE (less encl (5))
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Returned to Dong Tanm
Tranpgited to The

3rd/60th, 3rd/LTth, 44h/LTeh, 31d/34th, River Flotills GUE and

Sth Infmt:zr held comfarence on board te

Underway to My Tho

Returnsd to Dongs Tem
Trangited to Csn The
Underway for Cho lod
Returned to Dong Tam

Transited to vicinify Seng Soi Rap

Retuwrned to Dong Tam
Underway to My The

Returned to Dong Tem
Tranaitsd to Tre Winh
Refarned to Dong Tam
Underway for My The

Returnsd to Dong Tam
Transited tc Bon Tre

Undervay to Dal Dien
Transited to Dong Tam

Underwy to Vinh long
Transited to Can Tho

Underway to Bigh Ty

discuss ops
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Trengited to Bsn Tre
Underway to Dai Dien
Transited to Ban Tre

Undafwey to Ben Tre
ndervey to Dei Disn
Transited to Ben Tre
Undervay to My The

Raturnsd to Dong Tam
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Iransited %o Ban Tre

Returned to Domg Tem

Undervey to Iy Tho

Undervey to Sassbo, Jupan detached fronm CTG 117.1 for wepsirs
Anchored at Sassbo, theon later moved to bsrth 7 ®I° basiu
FWent into Dry Dook limber 1

Undervsy to shift bertbseolo. 2 ¥I¥ to Ammmition Pler, went
through Degausing Range

lovd expleeion fronm ateak. #2 Boiler exploded

Received msesege to head o Suble Bay.

Adnshored at Berth 15, Subic Bay, Philippins Jslemds

ghifted from Barth 15 to Rivere Pier 17

Shifted from Rivera Pler 17 to Anchovege o, 6. Recoived and
east off Aummition Barge. Underwsy Suble Bay to Dong Tam,
Republic of Vietnsm

dst Gonerael (uarters--for truining ou 4QOmm, Mount 4%

Dsparted South Chins Ses—wentered Song Tien Glang. Anshored at
¥ The

Returned to Dong Tam

Aah/iTeh Infantry embarked ebosrd, MA" B and Hssdquarters

Company
Celsbrated Christmas inchored at Dong Tem
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. The U85 COLL&TUI (iFdw306) o s0lf propelloc Jurracks ship, wus Luilt
at Jostor vy yurd, .octon lnscac.usetts. Ler lecl was 1:id on 9 June
1945, and gho vue firet 1 unchud om 30 July, but gho wvas not saapletod
until Scptomber of tht s.os yoir, '

after tuenty tuo years of douctivation si.c une toucd to thoe
Fhiludel:-bide iinva) 8iin Yord wnd vitidn five momths wuu goocifically dee
sipnod and oxtunsivoly remocolod to sorve tiw neodu of tic Unitod States
Arny o @ Commund Control Certor uo well ws a fio:.ting Lome, wal was
compdasiond on 20 Janw.ry 1967, ' ' '

Tuo COLLITU. s 326 foot long uitl: o 50~foot ooan. Unlike & mx jority

of lauvy 8iipe she has a ghullow u.£t of only 1l2-foct uhich ;ives hor
the orucial noneuverability noeds for neviga:ing the &l llow rivers,
ctroams, und cumals that interlsce the lokor: Dalta.

Sincc tiic time of here arrival in Vieotnanm Juno of 1¢6% CULL.YOL has
- been operating with tho jichile idverinc Force in the lickony Delta; River
bagault Flo e, S

- The primury ccmbat unite of tho Ly are th. 2nd aud Jrd I»ipndes of
the U.8« irmyyto Oth Infuntr, Divicion and oi Lt squadrons of RMver Assault
Boats which ot difforent tines luve beon emburked aboard the COLLLLC..

The COLLETO. received a nev Coema ding Qfficer on 22 Fobruary 1968
viion LOUR aLuiuiislil relicved LCDu JAIBURY.

Durdng the year COLLETU. condustod runy and variod oporations
throughout ti.o Jolta wile: requireu 'un, tronsits to Jea ire, .y Tho,
Vinh Lonyg, Cur Thoy and Don; Tam noutds thie Limed ato noode of the army.

Algso COLLETOE, «leong vith the Hobilo Riverine Force, was doing her
part by firing mony rounds of herrascment and interdiction fire omn the
south bank opposite of Donyg Tam to tiwart the Viet Cong Cormunist

aggreasors. 3

_ 12 June Commodore R.S. SALZER, USii, 071G 117 como abourd along with
drry; elomonts end held brief on Riverine Operatiocns,

COLLLTOU sontinued with those oporations until 15 October when we
lefd for Basobo, Japan for & mach needed yord and upkeep period. Arriving
in Sasebe 25 Octobar, and into dry dock number cne on the 29th of that :
gamo nonth.

On the 23rd of llovember finichod yard period and vere undervay for

the YDoltc® howover u oasualty in mmber two Loiler required us to make
& gtop at Subic Bay, Republic of Fhillipines.
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" Having completod vepoirs COLLETOU vas underay again on 14 Deccmber
1968 to the akong Dolts, Kopublic of Vietnum.

On 26 Deconber I96E COLLETOL rejoinod lobile Riverino Forse at My
Tho, t0 resunc covbut operetions, HNormol Rivirine Assault Oporutions
procotod untdl tho emd of 1960 having amburkod "Alfa® and "Bravo®
Compunics of tho 4th Dattalion 47th Infantry, R _






