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Message from the Radio Shack            

I am just recovering from the reunion as I write this. It’s a big job but we like to see everyone getting 
together with their buddies and having a good time! Although we had some hotel issues, there were many 
comments that this was the best reunion ever. The live entertainment and site-seeing were right at the top 
of the list. 

Terry Sater will be using this issue to recap the reunion for you. We had a large attendance. 721 to be 
exact. This was a surprise to Frank Jones and myself. There were many last minute, on-site sign ups.  

I can’t say enough about the team that makes this reunion happen. We have the best worker bees that you 
could ever put together. We had two trailers to unload and reload, the long hours of Gear Locker Sales, 
registration, ticket sales……. on and on,. It’s a lot of work. 

We are already looking towards where and when we will have our next reunion in 2021. We have already 
made the decision to move it away from Labor Day weekend. That was a past tradition based on people 
working and getting a three-day holiday. As we are all retirement age now (and then some), we are 
looking at our options to move it out a week later, and maybe choose weekdays rather than weekends. 
Some of you have mentioned different cities, but we must keep in mind both airport capacity and driving 
distances. Also mentioned to me was an off year, “Gathering of the Troops” in San Diego. I will look to 
try to organize that for next September. We have a smaller group usually attend these in the past, but they 
have been fun. 

Have a great fall season and we hope you enjoy this “Reunion” issue. 

Harry Hahn, President,  

SparksRivRon13@aol.com 

Message from Frank Jones 

MRFA Treasurer/                                                                                                                          
Membership Chairman/Reunion Coordinator 
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Hello from the Radio Shack: funny, because although I 
was a Radioman, besides training, I spent my entire active 
duty in the Riverine. Never had the opportunity to use the 
radio shack on a ship. So proud that I was able to serve 
with such a great group of patriots. Still proud to be associ-
ated with all of you after over 50 years of Brotherhood!! I 
returned from Vietnam March 17, 1970!

We hope that the Coronavirus that is sweeping through the 
U.S. passes by your house as you hunker down and enjoy 
some family time!! The warm weather is supposed to bring 
some relief and hopefully this current state of emergency will 
have no effect on our September gathering in California.

Our planning is almost complete for the Coronado “Gath-
ering of the Troops” of the MRFA, September 9-11th, 2020. 
Right now, we are planning arrivals on the 9th, the 10th will 
be a trip to the Memorial on the Amphibious Base Coronado, 
and the 11th will be Swift Boat rides all day. Most people are 
departing Saturday the 12th of September. Highly important 
is that you make all your final plans now. That includes 1.) 
Making your hotel reservation, 2.) Sending the registration 
form to Frank Jones, and 3.) If you indicated you are making 
a trip to the Memorial on the Navy Base, that you either 
have a DOD ID, VA ID or have filled out the 5512 form for 
admittance. Your significant other also needs ID, so read the 
information carefully. The necessary forms are on the MRFA 
website. We will be accepting registration until July 10th. If 
you send in registration after July 10th, we cannot guarantee 
that your 5512 form will be vetted by the base in time for 
admittance.

This will be a great, relaxing time at a great venue. The 
hotel bus will take you downtown Coronado from the hotel 
so that you can shop or have lunch or dinner at several 
restaurants.  

In the next issue we will have more Plan of the Day infor-
mation that is more specific. 

We have selected a site for our reunion in September 2021. 
Many of you have asked where we may have it. It will be St. 
Louis. More information on the 2021 reunion will be forth-
coming in our next issue of the River Currents,

Harry Hahn, President, SparksRivRon13@aol.com

My trip to the 2019 Mobile 
Riverine Force Association 
reunion was a special one. 

I had been talking to Stephen 
Kirby, a fellow collector and 
amateur historian, about the 
Brown Water Navy in Vietnam 
for a while.  Mainly about putting 
a book together displaying the 
Insignia and uniforms used by 
the Mobile Riverine Force (Task 
Force 117). Stephen had already 
published a book about the River 
Patrol insignia of Task Force 116 
Patrol Boat River (PBR) units in Vietnam, 
which had a great impact on me. This 
was inspiration for me to consider doing 
a similar book on the MRF, as I feel not 
enough light has been shined on the joint 
Army-Navy unit over the years. I think 
when a lot of people think of the Navy in 
Vietnam they picture a PBR like the one 
in the film “Apocalypse Now.”

   
I started collecting when I was around 

fifteen and I am now thirty-one. Back 
then I joined a Vietnam collectors group 
in London. A lot of the guys collected 
9th Infantry Division items and a small 
portion on the Navy. For this reason I 
really got into Naval memorabilia.  While 
doing so I discovered the MRF, which 
blew my mind when I saw it was joint 
Navy and Army Task Force operating out 
of boats.  The concept was a throwback to 
the American Civil War.

Ever since then I have been researching 
and collecting original items and trying 
to get more answers on the background 
of these items such as the unique Berets 
and Insignia worn by the MRF. While 
speaking to fellow collectors was good, 
I never really got the proper answers. It 
was mainly guess work. I spoke to a few 
veterans over the years who were helpful. 
Then I got in touch with Mike Harris 

through his “Riverine Sailor” website. I 
told him about the project I was working 
on and he kindly invited me to the 2019 
reunion in Nashville, Tennessee.

I hesitated for a while about attending 
the reunion as it’s quite a daunting 
thought traveling over from England and 
walking into a room to put on a display 
stand in room full of veterans. After 
speaking to Mike again he helped assure 
me that all would be fine. I got myself 
together and booked my flight with two 
days to go. I was cutting it fine as the 
EVISTA (American Travel Visa) can take 
up to 72 hours to process and I only had 
about 48 hours, but it all worked out.

On the way over I had to change planes 
at JFK Airport in New York. While doing 
so I got see the all the framed pictures 
of the Medal of Honor Recipients on the 
wall including Mobile Riverine Force’s 
own Thomas G. Kelley, which was a nice 
sobering reminder.

Finally, I met up with Stephen Kirby at 
Charlotte, North Carolina Airport and we 
drove on to Nashville, Tennessee. On the 
way we stopped at a Hotel to get some 
rest where they gave us room 117! Just 
like Task Force 117, which was a funny 
coincidence, but not the last one on the 
trip.

book, John Kelly has a boat.  The name of the boat?  “The Springer!” Later in the book, Kelly confides 
details about his service in Vietnam.  He served as a SEAL, operating with “the Mobile Riverine Force,” 
using it as his cover for clandestine operations.  John Kelly even drives a ’69 International “Scout,” just 
like the one Frank Springer actually owned.  If you read one of Tom Clancy’s books that feature John 
Clark/John Kelly, you could easily imagine him operating with the Mobile Riverine Force and 9th 
Infantry Division!    

Frank Springer regrets never having sent Tom Clancy a “Thanks,” or a follow up letter.  We will forward 
a copy of this issue of “River Currents” to Mr. Clancy!  “Without Remorse” is a terrific book.  You and 
your family will enjoy it, especially its connections to our brother, Frank Springer, and the entire MRFA! 
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I had been talking to Stephen Kirby, a fellow collector and amateur historian, about the Brown Water 
Navy in Vietnam for a while.  Mainly about putting a book together displaying the Insignia and uniforms 
used by the Mobile Riverine Force (Task Force 117). Stephen had already published a book about the 
River Patrol insignia of Task Force 116 Patrol Boat River (PBR) units in Vietnam, which had a great 
impact on me. This was inspiration for me to consider doing a similar book on the MRF, as I feel not 
enough light has been shined on the joint Army-Navy unit over the years. I think when a lot of people 
think of the Navy in Vietnam they picture a PBR like the one in the film “Apocalypse Now.” 
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Mobile Riverine Force Association
Membership Application Form

 New Member     Associate Member    Renewal    Sponsor
 Donation     CCB-18     Mobile Museum 
 Change of address below.
 

NEWSLETTER DELIVERY
 Postal Delivery     Go Green with Email

Name ___________________________________________________

Street ___________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________

State __________________ Zip Code _________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Cell  _____________________________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________________

 WW-II     Korea    Vietnam

 Army Member
   Unit (Division, Brigade, Battalion, Company, Platoon, Battery)
       _____________________________________________________
 Navy Member
   Unit (Ship, Boat Hull Numbers, Navy Activity/Detachment, etc.)
       _____________________________________________________

Dates Served in Unit (mm/yr - mm/yr) __________  to __________

MEMBERSHIP RATES DONATION
 1 Year $20     3 Years $50  ____________________

To become a member, mail your check or money order  
(payable To MRFA) to Frank Jones, MRFA Membership Chairman, 9 San 

Marino Pkwy, Fenton, MO 63026-7513

River Currents Staff
Editor Terry Sater

Copy Editor Georginia Ardinger
Graphic Artist Robin Bartell

2019 Reunion Plan Of The Day
Thursday August 29

Start Time End Time Event Location Comments

0900 1700 Registration Conference Center 
Lobby

Register here first before attending 
any events. You must have your 

ID badge on to enter events.

0700 2100 Main Hall OPEN Conference Center Hall is open for coffee and donuts, 
beer and meet all your friends

0900 1700 MRFA Mobile 
Museum OPEN

Outside Conference 
Center

MRFA Trailer with all the KIA listed 
on sides of trailer, plus pictures 

and memorabilia

0900 ??? Individual Unit 
Rooms OPEN

Conference Center Individual Unit Rooms and MRFA 
Museum Room Open

Friday August 30
Start Time End Time Event Location Comments

0700 2100 Main Hall Conference Center Hall is open for coffee and donuts, 
beer and meet all your friends

0900 1700 MRFA Mobile 
Museum OPEN

Outside Conference 
Center

MRFA Trailer with all the KIA listed 
on sides of trailer, plus pictures 

and memorabilia

0900 ??? Individual Unit 
Rooms OPEN

Conference Center Individual Unit Rooms and MRFA 
Museum Room Open

0800 1700 Registration Conference Center 
Lobby

0900 1900 Free Bus Service Outside Conference 
Center

Free Bus Transportation to 
Opryland, Mall and Downtown 
(runs every hour). See below

1100 1500 BBQ Lunch Outside Patio This is a pay your own event

1930 2200 Entertainment: 
Sailor Jerri

Main Room

Saturday August 31
Start Time End Time Event Location Comments

0700 2100 Main Hall Conference Center Hall is open for coffee and donuts, 
beer and meet all your friends

0800 1600 MRFA Mobile 
Museum Trailer

Outside Conference 
Center

MRFA Trailer with all the KIA listed 
on sides of trailer, plus pictures 

and memorabilia

0900 ??? Individual Unit 
Rooms OPEN

Conference Center Individual Unit Rooms and MRFA 
Museum Room Open

0800 0900 Late Registration Conference Center 
Lobby

0900 1100 Memorial Service 
and Presentation 
of MRF Medal of 
Honor recipients

Conference Center 
Main Room

1100 1500 BBQ Lunch Outside Patio This is a pay your own event

1900 1930 Saturday Night 
in Music City USA; 
Entertainment by 
Country Music 

Singer, Brian Huff

Conference Center 
Main Room

Welcome from Stan Melton ATC 
91-5

1945 2200 Grand Ole Opry 
performers; Mike 

Snider Group

Main Room

Music City Tours
Free Friday Transportation: While at-

tending the reunion, you can see why Nash-
ville has been declared the “‘It’ City” by 
the New York Times and about 100 people 
move there every day. We have arranged 
for an ADA accessible bus to transport our 
guests to the Opryland area that includes 
stops at the Grand Ole Opry, Opry Mills Mall 
and General Jackson Riverboat tour. The 
bus will run hourly from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
only on Friday. Our hotel also has a small 
shuttle every half hour to downtown from 
8 a.m. till 10 p.m. every day.

Pay to see Tour: Additionally, Flair tours 
will run 3-hour sight-seeing tours from 2 
to 5 p.m. both Friday and Saturday for $35 
per person. Places such as the Tennessee 
Titans and Nashville Predators & Sounds 
stadiums, homes of some of the music and 
movie stars, Natchez Trace parkway and 
bridge, Andrew Jackson Hermitage, State 
Capital, Vanderbilt University, famous 
Music Row where Elvis recorded, Printers 
Alley, Belle Meade Plantation, Johnny Cash 
Museum, Tootsie’s Orchid Lounge, and the 
Wild Horse Saloon. Pre-register for these 
tours directly with Flair Tours at 615-361-
3737. They may have a representative in 
the lobby.

 ★

From The Editor:
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only go to seed about every 4 to 7 years. As kids, 
we would go out and pick them with our parents 
and grandparents. I was craving them and I told 
one of my sisters in one of my letters, so a few 
weeks later, I got them in a care package.”

Several guys mentioned getting “Playboy” 
magazines. I received one myself from my girl-
friend, Judi. Before she sent it, she and my sister, 
Judy, went through it and put swim suits on every 
single picture (even cartoons), with a Magic 
Marker. All the guys on our boat were mad at ME!

Gene Richardson said he received a Play-
boy from his mother. “My wonderful Methodist 
mother. What a shock. It was so out of charac-
ter on her part, but very welcome by my whole 
platoon.”

Gary Grahn got a BOX of Playboys from an old 
high school buddy.

Jerry Hammel’s grandpa had drug stores. Jerry 
scored a package of condoms and Playboys.

Billy Two Feathers snagged one of the more 
“unusual” care packages. His brother’s “hippie 
girlfriend” sent him some “special ingredient” 
brownies, for his 19th birthday. “Even the first 
shirt liked them. He had two!” The “special in-
gredient” was easily available in Vietnam, but 
you know what they say about how “the grass is 
always greener,” or something…..

Some of the packages were a little more “edgy.” 
Daniel Seidenberg received a Marine combat 
knife. Craig R. Smolinski got a Case pocket knife 
from his sister, which he still has.

Ken House was gifted a Colt 25 auto for his 
back pocket. Col. Monte G. Euler got a .38 caliber 
pistol.

Several guys received Jiffy Pop, popcorn, in-
cluding Carl J. Kramer, Jerry Smith, Walter Lee, 
and Mike Boylen, of B Company, 3/47. They all 
heated it up using C-4, with mixed results. Jerry 
Smith said they heated it with C-4 in a C ration 
can, but “It burned so hot, it just melted all the 
popcorn kernels.” The other guys apparently had 
better luck.

Harless W. White received “a green wool 
sweater.” John Patrick Descoteaux got an olive 
drab Air Force uniform, to replace his polyester 
greens. Frank Jones received many pairs of tire 
tread sandals and wide leather watch bands.

Cliff Mulder received the heartwarming gift of 
a small heater for the monsoon season.

Joe Rosner received mosquito repellent, which 
was ALWAYS in need in the Mekong Delta!

Dale C. Simpson’s family sent him a yellow, 
orange and green stuffed duck. One morning, 

Dale’s hootch took a 122 shell, leaving the hootch 
in shambles, but his duck survived, unscathed.

A third grade class in Seattle sent Ken Bago 
thirty letters.

There were touching, sweet stories of care 
packages. Pat Hartley’s wife sent him the igni-
tion key for a new car she bought. She didn’t let 
anyone else use the ash tray until Pat got home, 
almost a year later. John Turner’s girlfriend, who 
is now his wife of 49 years, wrote to him several 
times a week and sent him care packages three 
to four times a month. She usually sent banana 
nut bread and dozens of cookies. His buddies al-
ways circled around him at “mail call.”

Steve Hopper received fudge that his mother 
made for the family, for as long as he could re-
member. He and two of his brothers served in 
Vietnam, and she sent her fudge to all three of 
them. She renamed her recipe, “Overseas Fudge.” 
His family still calls it that, today. She would pack 
it in popcorn and it was still creamy and good 
when it arrived. They still make her fudge every 
year,at Christmas.

Mike McCann’s mom sent him crayons and col-
oring books to give to the Vietnamese children.

William Marlow got a package of toy 
cowboys and Indians to give away to the 
local kids, when they were on outpost 
duty, like guarding bridges or MedCaps. 
As he recalls, few of them made it to kids, 
because Tiger Scouts found them in his 
gear while they were on their way to the 
outpost and quickly had them out of the 
bags. The Tiger Scouts played with them 
on the deck of the Tango boat.

Bruce Peters got his wedding ring sent 
to him, buried in fudge. It wasn’t accom-
panied with a “Dear John” letter; quite 
the contrary. Bruce had been told that the guys 
shouldn’t wear rings, watches, or other jewel-
ry in the field, so Bruce left all of that at home. 
When he arrived in Vietnam and saw guys walk-
ing around “looking like Mr. T.” He wrote to her 
and told her to send it to him. “She ‘hid’ it in a 
coffee can full of fudge. What a mess when it ar-
rived! She did ensure the coffee can's contents 
for $100.00, what she had paid for the ring. We 
were within a day of putting in an insurance 
claim when it arrived, all beat up but after eat-
ing all the fudge, using my three middle fingers 
to scoop it out, there was the ring still wearing it 
50 years later.”

Huston Johnson got a package from someone 
that was simply meant for someone serving in 
Vietnam. He sent a letter back to let them know 
he received their package. From then on, and for 

every week, he got a box of cookies, a cake, or 
cupcakes.

Louis Dominguez’s mother would record 
“Laugh-In,” every week and send him the tape 
reel. Out in the mud, most of the time meant that 
it would sometimes be a while before he could 
find a portable tape machine to play it back.

Jack Miller’s sister sent him nylons to give to 
the nurses for special treatment when he was in 
the hospital. Jack says that it worked. “They loved 
them.”

Ken Hogan told us, “My mother sent me an 
American flag that our Congressman had flown 
over the Nation’s capital and the Illinois State 
House. It flew on two boats, in-country, and 
now on my houseboat, 50 years later. A gift from 
home, then and now, is a symbol of all of our 
Brother’s sacrifices.”

The underlying message of all of these care 
packages is that despite the fact that some, back 
in the states thought badly of those of us who 
served in Vietnam, we had loved ones, friends, 
and family that not only loved us, but showed 
it in their letters and packages. We need to re-

member them and forget the haters. If you have 
stories about the care packages you received, we 
would like to hear them! Please send to terry.
s8er@yahoo.com!   ★

BECAUSE THEY CARED 
Continued from previous page

The Vietnam Veterans of America 
magazine has reported that Retired 
US Air Force Master Sgt. James Tiley 
Williams died, December 19, 2018, 
in Corriganville, Maryland, at age 84. 
Williams may have been one of the 
country’s most recognized Vietnam 
War veterans. Sometimes known as 
“The Man at The Wall,” he posed for 
the artist Lee Teter as a businessman 
visiting the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial. As “The VVA” veteran” magazine 
reported it, “The result was the iconic 

painting, Reflections, in which Wil-
liams is pictured deep in thought, his 
head bowed, and with one hand on 
The Wall.”

As a former businessman who has 
visited The Wall three times, this 
painting meant a great deal to me. 
I have print #2997 hanging in my 
“Man Cave.”

The magazine reports that Teter 
licensed the rights to “Reflections” to 
Chapter 172 of the Vietnam Veterans 
of America.  ★

Reflections artist has died

The Mobile Riverine Force 
and 9th Infantry Division 

Vietnam Page. After you send 
a request to join the group, 
Bob Pries will approve your 

request to join the group.

Your membership 
expiration date is 
printed on your 

River Currents just 
above your name 

and address.

Once we got to the reunion and set up our 
display stand in the RivRon room I started to 
see a lot of familiar faces that I had spoken to 
via email or read about in books and magazines. 
Even some on TV. It was like hanging out 
backstage with the band, only this band had about 
500 members!

Everyone was welcoming and happy to answer 
and help with my questions. It was a great insight 
to sit down with the vets and have them talk me 
through there photo albums and tell me their 
accounts. They also introduced me to others 
including their family members.

Ironically I even had some original items with 
me on display that belonged to some of their 
crewmates as well as one women’s dad!

I got to sit with people who hadn’t seen each 
other in 50 years all talking about the same 
actions but with different accounts. 

It was nice to witness the great camaraderie 
between everyone on a grand scale. After the 3 
days of meeting and talking with a lot of people 
it was time to go home. The reunion made a great 
impact on me and I heard a lot of stories that 
I won’t forget as well as meeting a lot of great 
people.

It’s been a long time in the making, but 
Stephen and I are currently developing the book 
on the Mobile Riverine Force (Task Force 117). 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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A Young Historian from the U.K. Journeys 
to the Nashville MRFA Reunion!

It will display the insignia and patches used by 
each unit and boat. This is an area that we both 
believe that unit histories and camaraderie among 
soldiers and sailors can be seen through patch 
development and design changes over time for 
each unit. We are both committed to documenting 
these units, to include both the Navy and the 
Army sides of this unique force through mostly 
the patches, but also berets, equipment and 
uniforms that were used.

If anyone can help please get in touch. 
Anything is welcome whether it be information, 
an account on a patch, beret, uniform or anything 
unique you have you can show us and let us 
photograph. It important to record all this history 
for future historians, enthusiast and collectors so 
it will around in years to come. Full credit will be 
given to anyone who provides assistance.

I hope to see and speak to many of you in the 
years to come!

Take care,
Jack
Jack.ewing.hk@outlook.com
Jack Ewing
170 New Kent Road
London
SE14YS
United Kingdom

As this issue of River Currents goes to press, we hope and pray that everyone in our MRFA 
family has gone to “general quarters,” battened down their hatches, dug their fox holes and are 
keeping a safe distance from our unseen enemy, COVID-19, the coronavirus, on the perimeter.  
We’ve been through a lot over the course of our lives; some good, and some bad.  We are 
tough and we appreciate the blessings life has bestowed upon us.  Stay safe!  Stay strong!  Stay 
healthy, and we’ll see you in San Diego!
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We had been patrolling in the Rung Sat. The 
Rung Sat was a swamp area which was used to 
filter supplies and men into the Mekong Delta. 
We were supposed to destroy everything in the 
area. Anything or anyone in this area was consid-
ered the enemy.

We were walking one day and we heard, “Get 
down!” All of a sudden this water buffalo started 
running up the middle of the column. It was 
snapping off trees with his horns. Every one of us 
started diving out of the way. When the buffalo 
got to the end of the column the machine gunner 
killed it.

We found storehouses of rice, a base camp 
with bunkers and printing presses. They were 
telling the people to defect. We found little jails 
above the ground for prisoners and animals. 
Everything was to be killed or destroyed.

We were walking in this swamp area one day. 
You would walk, look around. Walk, look around. 
The mud would cause your bones to be pulled 
out of joint. Sometimes the water would be knee 
deep. Sometimes the mud would be like quick-
sand. You would sink down in it and someone 
would have to pull or dig you out.

We were at the end of a patrol and our point 
man was tired. Our squad leader Ken Wiley took 
his place. The leaders were not supposed to be at 
the front. They were to direct from behind. Our 
squad leaders and Officer did their fair share of 
risk taking. Ken replaced Dones at point. He had 
only been walking a little while when we heard 
a loud explosion. Black billowy smoke went up 
in the air. That usually meant a Chinese grenade. 
Ken Wiley was screaming at the top of his voice.

MRFA Facebook post by Charles Zies, April 1st.
APRIL 1, 1967 – WILEY WOUNDED 1

Lieutenant Hezler crawled over where he 
was. They called up the medic. Ken had tripped 
a grenade right by his leg. Lieutenant Hezller 
called me up to comfort Wiley while the medic 
worked on him. I told him he would get to go 
home and be with his wife. I tried to say words 
of comfort but he was in terrible pain. I looked 
down at his leg and it looked like a perforated 
sieve. I told the medic he was bleeding a lot. I 
looked up and Lieutenant Heller was looking at 
me with the meanest look. I’m thinking why is 
he mad at me? Then I remembered. I had broken 
one of the cardinal rules of First Aid. He was in 
tremendous pain, bleeding a lot and I could have 
killed him by causing him to go into shock. We 
started cutting down trees for a landing zone. 
All we had was a dull machete. The copter came 
in and we had to lift the wounded up into the 
helicopter. I remember Wiley’s leg dangling 
without support. We never saw him again. We 
waited several months to hear how he turned 
out. Several years later we found out he survived 
numerous surgeries, numerous bouts of infection. 
He kept on going. Every day is still filled with 
pain. He mountain climbs, kayaks and enjoys 
the out-of- doors. He wrote a paper called “Not 
on My Mother – in – Laws Birthday” about his 
experience. Ken Wiley’s wood carving of SP4 
Charlie Zies

Yesterday I was reminded of the fact that I 
have too much lead in my ass. The shrapnel in 
my hips keep them from being able to get any 
sort of MRI image of my hips. Same thing hap-
pened with my left leg 20 years ago. That time 
they actually thought the MRI was broken even 

though I told them about all of the shrapnel in my 
legs. Life is so much fun.

KEN WILEY’S EXPLANATION OF APRIL 
1ST

From my prospective, the pilot did not even 
have an inch of clearance to settle into. The tips 
of the rotor blades were constantly hitting the 
tops of the trees as he settled in to pick me up. 
Then there were so many stumps and it was 
so tight he stopped in a hover five feet off of 
the ground. Then, thanks to some really strong 
arms, they hoisted me into the copter. I started to 
breathe normally again as he got clear of the trees 
as we headed to Vung Tau.

The effort that everyone put forth to getting 
me out of there was monumental and I really do 
not understand how everyone was able to clear 
so many trees in such a short time. I truly thank 
everyone from the bottom of my heart for helping 
save my life. Every one of you did as much as 
even the doctors did to make me whole again or 
close to it.

Thanks for all of the kind words about me on 
this day I just wish everyone could have made it 
back. Wow, that was 49 years ago. I don’t think 
any of us look day older. 

For those that know about my bike accident, 
I ended up with a broken rib, a good concussion 
and a lot of contusions and missing skin. I was 
only in the ER for about 3 hours and sent on my 
merry way to deal with a total state of confused 
with a scrambled brain. They were wonderful.

May 15, 1968
Forty-seven Viet Cong were pulverized, May 15th in a heated, daylong 
battle a couple miles southwest of Mo Cay.  The fighting erupted at 
1035, shortly after the 3/47th Infantry was airlifted into the area.  When 
the 3/47th started taking fire, the 4/47th Infantry was airlifted to an “LZ” 
just west of the enemy.  The two battalions closed in on the company-
sized V.C. force, calling in thirteen air strikes and artillery fire.  As 
morning dragged on to a hot and humid afternoon, the 2nd Brigade 
began sweeping across the battlefield, counting bodies and picking 
up enemy weapons.  Army losses, as of 1930, in the evening, were 
six killed in action and thirteen wounded.  Another nine were listed as 
casualties of heat exhaustion.  Infantry accounted for forty-three of the 
V.C. KIA, while Air Force planes were credited with three V.C. killed and 
fifty-five bunkers destroyed.



4 • River Currents, Volume 29, Number1 • SPRING 2020

Frank Springer and Tom Clancy’s 
“Without Remorse.”
    

In the photo on the right, Frank Springer has a paint brush in his mouth, from his just finished 
Mark 19 gun mount art work.  To his right, is BM2 William R. Taylor, KIA, August 2, 1968.

Very early in the formation of the MRFA, Al Moore appointed Frank Springer as Executive Director, 
and gave him the mission to expand and promote our organization.  One of the people Frank contacted, 
was Tom Clancy, the bestselling author of many great books.  Frank wanted to offer honorary MRFA 
membership to “John Clark,” one of Tom Clancy’s two key characters.  Clancy has been known to be 
incredibly accurate in describing military weapons and tactics.  He includes personal real life aspects 
into his characters.  Jack Ryan’s wife, “Cathy Ryan,” has the same education and occupation as Clan-
cy’s wife. 

Tom Clancy novels focus on two key characters, Jack Ryan and John Clark, who was actually born 
as John Kelly.  John Clark, or Kelly, was originally introduced as a secondary character, and was 
intended to show a somewhat “darker side” of the story material.  According the storyline and bio of 
John (Kelly) Clark, he was born in 1944, and served as a Navy SEAL, and part of a S.O.G. team, until 
coming home and going into the CIA.  The John Clark/John Kelly character appeared in eleven differ-
ent books by Tom Clancy.  It has been said that he is the most well written, darker, more complicated 
character, who would do things Jack Ryan could not, or would not do.  

Months went by, and Frank never heard back from Mr. Clancy, but Frank had a surprise when he 
purchased a hardback book of “Without Remorse,” by Tom Clancy, which was published in 1993.  In 
the book, John Kelly has a boat.  The name of the boat?  “The Springer!” Later in the book, Kelly con-
fides details about his service in Vietnam.  He served as a SEAL, operating with “the Mobile Riverine 
Force,” using it as his cover for clandestine operations.  John Kelly even drives a ’69 International 
“Scout,” just like the one Frank Springer actually owned.  If you read one of Tom Clancy’s books that 
feature John Clark/John Kelly, you could easily imagine him operating with the Mobile Riverine Force 
and 9th Infantry Division!   

Frank Springer regrets never having sent Tom Clancy a “Thanks,” or a follow up letter.  We will 
forward a copy of this issue of “River Currents” to Mr. Clancy!  “Without Remorse” is a terrific book.  
You and your family will enjoy it, especially its connections to our brother, Frank Springer, and the 
entire MRFA!

From The Editor:  
As this issue of River Currents goes to press, we hope and pray that everyone in our MRFA family has 
gone to “general quarters,” battened down their hatches, dug their fox holes and are keeping a safe 
distance from our unseen enemy, COVID-19, the coronavirus, on the perimeter.  We’ve been through a 
lot over the course of our lives; some good, and some bad.  We are tough and we appreciate the blessings 
life has bestowed upon us.  Stay safe!  Stay strong!  Stay healthy, and we’ll see you in San Diego! 

 

(Red square with “Your membership expiration date is printed…” ) 

(Blue square with “Like us on Facebook” message.) 

(MRFA Membership Application Form) 

************************************************************************************ 
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purchased a hardback book of “Without Remorse,” by Tom Clancy, which was published in 1993.  In the 

An article in the December, 1968 issue of 
National Geographic began with; 

“First, the war.  I saw it blazing most fierce-
ly in South Viet Nam, where the U.S. Navy’s 
“miniature battleships,” painted green and built 
expressly for combat along the Mekong Delta 
waterways, pitted their rapid-fire cannon against 
Viet Cong rockets made in the Soviet Union and 
in China.

Those deadly rockets spewed from bunkers 
hidden in dense greenery, sometimes along canals 
so narrow that the boats could not turn around.  
“It’s like the old days,” said the commodore of 
the River Assault Flotilla, “Exchanging broad-
sides at 15 to 20 yards, point-blank.”

In the same magazine issue, Peter T. White, 
noted that the Vietnamese call the Mekong the 
“Cu Cu Long Giang,” “The River of Nine Drag-
ons.”  The Minister of Information in Saigon, Ton 
That Thien, explained that the Mekong actually 
splits into only eight primary branches, as it flows 
into the delta and out to the sea, but eight is an 
unlucky number to the Vietnamese.  They were 
compelled to make the number either seven, or 
nine.  They accomplished that by finding a small, 
narrow branch that was less than ten miles long, 
and made it the “ninth.”   

He also explained, “The Lao and Thai of the 
Lower Mekong Basin share a common tongue 
and speak of the river as “Mae Nam Khong,” 
meaning “Mother River Khong.”  What does 
“khong” mean?  Nobody can be sure.  The 
contraction of Mae Nam Khong into Mekong 
was made by Westerners.  The Cambodians, 
or Khmers, call the river Tonle Thom, The Big 
Water.”   

National Geographic 
Magazine, December, 
1968 issue: 
“THE MEKONG.  
River of Terror and 
Hope.”

years ago. That time they actually thought the MRI was broken even though I told them about all of the 
shrapnel in my legs. Life is so much fun. 
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From my prospective, the pilot did not even have an inch of clearance to settle into. The tips of the rotor 
blades were constantly hitting the tops of the trees as he settled in to pick me up. Then there were so many 
stumps and it was so tight he stopped in a hover five feet off of the ground. Then, thanks to some really 
strong arms, they hoisted me into the copter. I started to breathe normally again as he got clear of the trees 
as we headed to Vung Tao. 

The effort that everyone put forth to getting me out of there was monumental and I really do not 
understand how everyone was able to clear so many trees in such a short time. I truly thank everyone 
from the bottom of my heart for helping save my life. Every one of you did as much as even the doctors 
did to make me whole again or close to it. 

Thanks for all of the kind words about me on this day I just wish everyone could have made it back. 
Wow, that was 49 years ago. I don't think any of us look day older.  

For those that know about my bike accident, I ended up with a broken rib, a good concussion and a lot of 
contusions and missing skin. I was only in the ER for about 3 hours and sent on my merry way to deal 
with a total state of confused with a scrambled brain. They were wonderful. 
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National Geographic Magazine, December, 1968 issue: “THE MEKONG.  
River of Terror and Hope.” 
An article in the December, 1968 issue of National Geographic began with;  

“First, the war.  I saw it blazing most fiercely in South Viet Nam, where the U.S. Navy’s “miniature 
battleships,” painted green and built expressly for combat along the Mekong Delta waterways, pitted their 
rapid-fire cannon against Viet Cong rockets made in the Soviet Union and in China. 

Contact the Editor
If you have questions, stories, or comments for “River Currents,” 
please e-mail Terry Sater, at terry.s8er@yahoo.com  Not all stories can 
be published.  We want a good balance of Army and Navy stories, so 
please participate!

Questions:

What memory of coming home from Vietnam stands out for you?

What was your nickname, or your friend’s nicknames, in Vietnam?
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The roots of the Sea Cobra Recondo Team can 
be traced to a concept conceived and developed 
by IUWG-1 Unit 3’s C.O., LCDR. W. Poole Jr. in 
response to a growing threat by NVA/VC forces 
to ships in Qui Nhon Harbor. Volunteers to form a 
reconnaissance/direct action team were solicited. 
In addition to pre-deployment training in small 
weapons, boat 
handling / tactics 
and SERE School, in 
country training was 
provided by the U.S. 
Army’s 5th Special 
Forces Group in Nha 
Trang at their MACV 
RECONDO School.

A summary of 
some of the Teams 
operations are as 
follows:

Vinh Quang 
Ambush, August 8, 
1968.

At sunset two 
skimmers (17-foot Boston Whalers) with a six-
man squad aboard, set out from Qui Nhon to set 
a waterborne ambush, west of Vinh Quang. A 
junk was spotted, moving northeast. The team 
approached to force the junk aground. Three 
VC slipped over the side unnoticed and lay in 
wait of the approaching skimmers. The team 
was ambushed by the VC, killing SM2 Robert 
Louis Bouchet, immediately.  GMG3 Herman A. 
Miller II was shot multiple times and fell over 
the side. QM2 Howard Frank Burns, despite 
being wounded opened fire with his M60 killing/
wounding the three VC. His actions saved the 
lives of his team. Burns died of his wounds on 
August 11th. His bravery and sacrifice will never 
to be forgotten.

QRF U.S. Army, June 5, 1969.

The Sea Cobra Recondo’s were called to assist 
Binh Dinh Province Advisory Team 42. The team 
responded to a mangrove swamp, just east of 
Vinh Quang. The Advisory Team arrived ahead 
of the Sea Cobras and inserted. When the Sea 
Cobras arrived a few minutes later, they could 
hear the gun fire ahead. The Team inserted in 
chest deep water and moved forward. Gun fire 
continued. The three PRU’s and the Advisor 
walked into an ambush. Two of the PRU’s 
and the Advisor were killed immediately. The 
Team pressed forward engaging the VC as they 
advanced. With the VC in retreat, the bodies of 
the PRU’s and the Advisor were recovered. The 

Sea Cobra Naval Recondo Team: 
The Navy’s Secret Weapon in Qui Nhon.

team reentered the water and set out to find the 
fourth PRU, who was spotted, a few yards ahead. 
He was kneeling on a plank with the barrel of an 
AK47 in his mouth. The VC made eye contact 
and fired his weapon blowing the back of the 
PRU’s head off. The VC was immediately killed. 
With the last of the Advisory team recovered 

the Team extracted. Several Sea Cobra Team 
members were awarded Bronze Stars for their 
actions that day.

Snake Island, September 19-23, 1969.

On the first day, at sunset, the Team departed 
Vinh Quang to recon a mangrove island 1.5 
klicks to the southeast. They noted the terrain 
features, and returned to Vinh Quang.

The second day, at sunset, the team departed 
Vinh Quang with two skimmers and a seven man 
squad. As they reached Target Island, they heard 
what sounded like mud being packed into place, 
and two males talking freely.  They arrived at the 
island’s southern point with two enemy following 
twenty-five meters out. The team took a security 
halt. All was quiet as the team set its ambush. 
One sampan with four enemy aboard entered the 
kill zone. The team opened fire, killing two and 
wounding two others.  The team was extracted 
with the enemy WIAs to Vinh Quang, to treat 
the enemy WIAs and interrogate them. Prisoners 
were one male and one female. The male named 
Vo Van Ba, a schoolteacher, born in 1918. He 
disclosed the presence of NVA sapper and VC 
logistical units on Snake Island.

On the third day, they got underway at sunset 
with two boats and an eight man squad. Their 
target was “Snake Island.” The team inserted 
at 0150, and observed four enemy approaching 
from the southwest, twenty meters out. The 
team sniper opened fire, killing two of the four 

aboard. With illumination flares up, the balance 
of the team opened fire. The firefight lasted 
thirty seconds, with five enemy KIA and three 
possible KIAs. The team was receiving automatic 
weapons fire from the north, with the enemy 
encircling the team.  The team’s rear security and 
sniper pushed to the left. The team sniper killed 

five of the advancing 
NVA, with one being 
an officer killed by a 
head shot delivered to 
the red star on his pith 
helmet. Illumination 
lit up the entire 
perimeter. Five more 
NVA were now KIA 
by M79 HE.

The NVA opened 
fire from concealed 
positions on the west 
bank of the Phuoc 
Mai Peninsula. Boats 
now in position joined 
the fight with their 
30 cal. Browning 
machine guns and 

40MM H.E. from their MK18 Honeywell 
grenade launcher.

The enemy reinforced their flanking force. 
On route to the extraction point the Grenadier 
was bayoneted in his left thigh. He delivered 
head strikes from the butt of his M79 grenade 
launcher, shattering his attackers face. With all 
Team members now safely aboard the boats, 
artillery called in on the island and peninsula’s 
west bank. B Battery, of the 41st Field Artillery 
pounded the area with 105 H.E. and W.P.

Intel evaluation reported by Binh Dinh TOC 
revealed that the Sea Cobra Recondo Team had 
engaged the NVA’s E2B Sapper Unit consisting 
of twenty-five members, and effectively 
eliminated them as a viable fighting force.

Teams Combat Record:
During the period of July 1968, through May 

1970, the Sea Cobra Recondo Team conducted 
125 other operations. Team losses were 3 KIA, 
& 5 WIA. Confirmed enemy losses were 28 
VC/NVA KIA, 15 VC/NVA WIA and 13 VC/
NVA CIA. Thirty-four bunkers, six spider hole 
complexes, and three tunnel systems were 
destroyed.  Five AK 47s, seven SKS rifles, 
one 9mm French machine gun, twelve Chicom 
grenades, & several thousand rounds of 7.62 x 39 
ammo were captured.

The Sea Cobra Recondo Team was the only 
one of its kind in the history of the United States 
Navy.

Ned Arcouette RD3 USN 1968-1972
Sea Cobra Recondo Team Member
    

Sea Cobra team members (right to left), Jernigan, Ousler, Gryga, McGrath & Cole.

The Sea Cobra Recondo Team was the only one of its kind in the history of the United States Navy. 

Ned Arcouette RD3 USN 1968-1972 

Sea Cobra Recondo Team Member 

     

Sea Cobra team members (right to left), Jernigan, Ousler, Gryga, McGrath & Cole. 

 

 

 

 



6 • River Currents, Volume 29, Number1 • SPRING 2020

Hey Brothers, check out our Facebook page, “The Mobile Riverine 
Force and 9th Infantry Division Vietnam” Facebook group at https://www.
facebook.com/groups/195572170458597/

Our Facebook Group is dedicated to all Army and Navy men who 
served with pride and distinction in a place called the Mekong Delta. Be 
it on water or land, they all served their country. Whether they were on a 
Monitor or making a helo assault, setting an ambush on a lonely, quiet, 
dark night, walking through waist-deep water in a rice paddy, riding a 
tango boat up a narrow canal, or at anchor in the middle of a brown-water 
river for long hot hours.  Places like Dong Tam, Tay Ninh, Snoopy’s Nose, 
the Cross Roads, Ambush Alley, My Tho, Rach Kien, Plain of Reeds, 
Parrot’s Beak, Tan An, Nha Be or Ben Tre and names like Colleton, 
Washtenaw, Windham, Benewah, Westchester, Satyr, Askari, PBR, and 
Swiftboat are names and places we’ll never forget.

This group is to preserve a living memory of all those who served in the 
Mobile Riverine Force and 9th Infantry Division Vietnam.  

Many friendships from days past have been renewed because of our 
group page.  It is a great place to make connections with others who 
served with the Mobile Riverine Force and 9th Infantry Division.   

A few rules are in place to keep order in the group.  They are:

1. Politics and religion are the fastest way to start an argument and 
cause hard feelings and absolutely have no place on this page.

2. We expect members to treat each other with respect.
 
We hope you enjoy the group. 

In Brotherhood,
Doc Pries - MRFA Vice President and Group Admin

Letters to the Editor 
If you have questions, stories, or comments for “River Currents,” please e-mail Terry Sater, at 
terry.s8er@yahoo.com 

 

Insert Gear Locker picture and order form, here. 

 

************************************* 
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IF YOU PLAN ON 
VISITING THE 

VIETNAM UNIT 
MEMORIAL 

MONUMENT (VUMM) – 
YOU WILL NEED 

TO FILL OUT SECNAV 
FORM 5512-1 

IN ORDER 
TO HAVE ACCESS 

TO THE BASE
SECNAV 5512-1 form is NOT required for any 
person who has a DoD ID card

(Retired Military, 100% disabled Veterans and their 
spouses should have this card.  Spouse must present 
an up-to-date Temporary DoD ID card)

Any Veteran who has a VA Health Services 
Identification Card (now accepted after Jan 1, 2020). 
Spouse will still need 5512-1 form.

SECNAV 5512-1 form IS required for: All adults 
(18 and older) who do not have a DOD or VA Health 
Services card.

This must be filled out and sent with your MRFA 
event Registration Form if you are going on the base 
memorial tour.

Send to Frank Jones 
9 San Marino Pkwy
Fenton, Mo., 63026

The last date for submitting this form is July 10th. 

NO 5512-1 FORMS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER 
JULY 10th.

The Form asks for:

Employment Activity Information – This is for 
people accessing the base for employment purposes.  
Leave blank.

Item 25 – Base Sponsor.  Write in VUMM.  Sponsor 
Phone:  760-458-0439

Please get these to us as soon as possible so we can 
get them in to be approved for our visit.  Thank you

Frank Jones 
MRFA Treasurer Membership Chairman /
Reunion Coordinator
314-303-2730
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2020 MRFA & 9th Infantry Division 
Gathering of the Troops

Registration Form
September 9-11th, 2020 
 Loews, Coronado, CA

This is NOT your Hotel form. make Hotel Reservation 
separately 

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

Unit in Vietnam _____________________________________Dates _________________ 

Street____________________________________________________________________ 
City______________________________________ State________  Zip_______________ 
Phone_________________________  or Cell ____________________________________ 
E-mail ___________________________________________________________________
Send my registration confirmation to me by e-mail Yes □ No □

□ No guests □ First reunion

          City State
_____________________ ________
_____________________ ________
_____________________ ________ 
_____________________ ________

Name(s): Spouse/Guest(s) (1 at no charge)
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ _____________________ ________ 

Registration fee: Cost includes member and 1 /spouse/girlfriend ($55)
(Does not cover lodging, food, bus trips, or shuttles)
Total number of other guest(s) _____ x $25 ea.
Guests under 16 are free
Bus to Memorial = $20 (Also SEE REQUIRED SECURITY FORM) 
PCF - Swift Boat Ride per person fee = $35 per person
Nonmember registration fee ($80)
Late member registration fee: ($75) Non-member ($100) Grand total enclosed

Please send this form and 5512 Security Form for each person listed on this form 
who does not have a DOD or VA ID along with your check or money order, payable to            
the           MRFA     or      Mobile Riverine Force Association    to:

Frank Jones
9 San Marino Parkway

Fenton, MO 63026
314-303-2730

mrfatango48@gmail.com
 by July 10th, 2020.

Returned checks and cancellations prior to the reunion will be charged a
$25 processing fee.

Note: You will need to check in at the MRFA registration desk to receive your name tag.

________ 
________ 
________ 
________ 
________ 

$________ Fee
$________ Xtra Guest
$________ Bus to Memorial
$________ Boat Ride
$________ 

________________  
________________  
________________  
________________  
________________  

Yes/No

I have DOD ID or 
VA ID 

Yes/No

Yes/No

This form and 5512 forms must be filled out and sent in to 
Frank Jones no later than July 10, 2020

I have DOD ID or 
VA ID 

0
0
0
0
0
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Contact the Editor
If you have questions, stories, or 
comments for “River Currents,” please 
e-mail Terry Sater, at terry.s8er@yahoo.
com  Not all stories can be published.  
We want a good balance of Army and 
Navy stories, so please participate!

Questions:

What memory of coming home from 
Vietnam stands out for you?

What was your nickname, or your 
friend’s nicknames, in Vietnam?

 

Vietnam War 

Medal of Honor Recipients – 9th Infantry Division 

 

 

* P = Posthumous 

 Sammy L. Davis, 2nd/4th Arty., 9th Infantry Division 

 Edward A. DeVore, Jr., B Co., 4th/39th, 9th Infantry Division * P 

 James W. Fous, Co. E, 4th/47th, 9th Infantry Division * P 

 Don J. Jenkins, 2nd/39th, 9th Infantry Division 

 Leonard B. Keller, 3rd/60th, 9th Infantry Division 

 Thomas James Kinsman, B Co., 3rd/60th, 9th Infantry Division 

 George C. Lang, 4th/47th, 9th Infantry Division 

 David P. Nash, 2nd/39th, 9th Infantry Division * P 

 Clarence Eugene Sasser, 3rd/60th, 9th Infantry Division 

 Raymond R. Wright, 3rd/60th, 9th Infantry Division 

 

About the Medal of Honor 

The Medal of Honor was established by Joint Resolution of Congress, 12 July 1862 (amended by acts 9 
July 1918 and 25 July 1963). The Medal of Honor is awarded by the President in the name of Congress to 
a person who distinguishes himself or herself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his 
life or her life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in an action against an enemy of the 
United States; while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force; or 
while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an opposing armed force 
in which the United States is not a belligerent party. The deed performed must have been one of personal 

Vietnam War
Medal of Honor 

Recipients – Mobile 
Riverine Force and 

9th Infantry Division

www.mrfa.org

Ordering is as easy as 1-2-3.
1. Indicate your choice of item number (be sure to include size, if applicable),

with quantity, and total amount. Add amounts for grand total to enclose.
2. Make check or money order payable to: MRFA. The MRFA does not take credit cards.
3. Mail Gear Locker Order Form and check to MRFA, PO Box 271, Lake Villa, IL 60046.

Email Harry Hahn at SparksRivRon13@AOL.com for questions.

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________

Shipping Address ___________________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________________

Phone_______________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________________

Qty Model Number Size Unit Price Amount

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

Subtotal $

Shipping
(If order is over $60, Shipping is FREE) $ 7.00

Grand Total $

ORDER FORM

   Products 
Chairman 

HARRY HAHN
President 

FREE 
SHIPPING

ON ORDERS OVER $60

UPDATED: 04/10/2020

* P = Posthumous

Sammy L. Davis, 2nd/4th Arty., 9th Infantry Division

Edward A. DeVore, Jr., B Co., 4th/39th, 9th Infantry Division * P

James W. Fous, Co. E, 4th/47th, 9th Infantry Division * P

Don J. Jenkins, 2nd/39th, 9th Infantry Division

Leonard B. Keller, 3rd/60th, 9th Infantry Division

Thomas James Kinsman, B Co., 3rd/60th, 9th Infantry Division

George C. Lang, 4th/47th, 9th Infantry Division

David P. Nash, 2nd/39th, 9th Infantry Division * P

Clarence Eugene Sasser, 3rd/60th, 9th Infantry Division

Raymond R. Wright, 3rd/60th, 9th Infantry Division

Thomas G. Kelley, River Assault Division 152, MRF

About the Medal of Honor
The Medal of Honor was established by Joint Resolution of 
Congress, 12 July 1862 (amended by acts 9 July 1918 and 25 
July 1963). The Medal of Honor is awarded by the President 
in the name of Congress to a person who distinguishes himself 
or herself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of his life or her life above and beyond the call of duty while 
engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States; 
while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an 
opposing foreign force; or while serving with friendly foreign 
forces engaged in an armed conflict against an opposing armed 
force in which the United States is not a belligerent party. The 
deed performed must have been one of personal bravery or 
self-sacrifice so conspicuous as to clearly distinguish the indi-
vidual above his comrades and must have involved risk of life. 
Incontestable proof of the performance of the service will be 
exacted and each recommendation for the award of this decora-
tion will be considered on the standard of extraordinary merit.
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What was your favorite item in a case of C Rations?

What was your least favorite item in a case of C Rations?

What creative steps did you take to make C Rations more appetizing?  

Send your answers to terry.s8er@yahoo.com for our next issue!

C Rations Survey!

Excerpts from “Charlie Company, 
Vietnam 1966-1972, 1st Battalion, 22nd Infantry 

Regiment, 4th Infantry Division”
“The U.S. military is no different. During the 1930s, the War Department did its best to develop several kinds of compact, long-lasting rations that 

could feed men in combat.
One was the C-ration, first issued in 1939. It was three cans of different meat and vegetables—field manuals of the time described the contents as 

having “the taste and appearance of a hearty stew”—and three cans containing crackers, instant coffee and sugar. 
It wasn’t Mom’s home cooking, but it was filling. Each complete C-ration contained about 2,900 calories and sufficient vitamins to keep the troops 

healthy.
In 1958, the Defense Department created 12 different menus. Each menu contained one canned meat item; one canned fruit, bread or dessert item; 

one “B unit” that contained items such as crackers and chocolate; an accessory packet containing cigarettes, matches, chewing gum, toilet paper, coffee, 
creamer, sugar, and salt; and a spoon.

Those deadly rockets spewed from bunkers hidden in dense greenery, sometimes along canals so narrow 
that the boats could not turn around.  “It’s like the old days,” said the commodore of the River Assault 
Flotilla, “Exchanging broadsides at 15 to 20 yards, point-blank.” 

In the same magazine issue, Peter T. White, noted that the Vietnamese call the Mekong the “Cu Cu Long 
Giang,” “The River of Nine Dragons.”  The Minister of Information in Saigon, Ton That Thien, explained 
that the Mekong actually splits into only eight primary branches, as it flows into the delta and out to the 
sea, but eight is an unlucky number to the Vietnamese.  They were compelled to make the number either 
seven, or nine.  They accomplished that by finding a small, narrow branch that was less than ten miles 
long, and made it the “ninth.”    

He also explained, “The Lao and Thai of the Lower Mekong Basin share a common tongue and speak of 
the river as “Mae Nam Khong,” meaning “Mother River Khong.”  What does “khong” mean?  Nobody 
can be sure.  The contraction of Mae Nam Khong into Mekong was made by Westerners.  The 
Cambodians, or Khmers, call the river Tonle Thom, The Big Water.”   

************************************************************************************* 

C Rations Survey!   
What was your favorite item in a case of C Rations? 

What was your least favorite item in a case of C Rations? 

What creative steps did you take to make C Rations more appetizing?   

Send your answers to terry.s8er@yahoo.com for our next issue! 
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This section is for members who wish to sponsor the MRFA by placing a 
notice in memory of one of their fallen comrades. In some instances, 
the name of the sponsor will precede the name of the person who was 
KIA, or has passed on since Vietnam. It’s $25 for four issues.

A fellow veteran, Harold & Beverly Bailey, David Blossom, Kimberly Butler, 
Delmar & Diane Cable, Robert & Barbara Crowley, Dean & Karen Despelder, 
Dick & Lisa Dorato, Steve & Leah Futch, Godfrey Lee Education Association, 
Lois J Host, J. H. & S. L. Nauta, Mrs. Artel Scheid, Gabriel S Snyder, Karen 
& Mark Vander Vliet, John F. Williams, David & Lavonne Yoder, and Connie L 
Young in memory of David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)

William Blauser for Thomas Gaudet, David Land, and Jose Campos our 151 
Division brothers that were KIAs

MajGeneral Lucien Bolduc, Jr. USA (Ret) for Guy Tutwiler
Bill Buffie in memory of Lyle Parin USS Floyd County LST-762 (Vietnam)
John and Doris Chrzanowski in memory of SP/4 Humberto Ruiz Santiago Jr. 

Grenadier A Co. 4th Bn 47th Inf. Rgt 9th Inf. Div. Died of wounds 06/27/69, 
Kien Hoa, South Vietnam (DC Wall Panel 21W Ln 025)

Mike Clark in memory of Laurence Welk (KIA May 1967) and Lydes Gardner 
(KIA Sept 1967) 4th/39th 9th Inf Div

Janice Dahlke for son Cpl. Randy R.Mueller D Co. 2nd/47th KIA 03/03/69
Fran Divelbiss for Cdr. Dave Divelbiss, Supply Officer on Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE, USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-68)
Sgt Robert Flaige for SFC Fernando Quintero KIA 02/27/68 and SP4 Robert 

“Bob” Jenks E Co. 3rd/60th KIA 03/03/68
Bill Frede for BM1 Guy Dail and Johnny Maness T-112-2
From your Brothers B Co. 2nd 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in memory of 

Monte Marten B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/69)
From your Brothers B Co. 2nd/39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in memory 

for John Nielsen B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/70)
Nan Fulton for LtGen Bill Fulton Cdr 2nd Bde Asst Div Cdr 9th Inf Div (1966-68)
Regina Gooden for Sgt Lloyd Earl Valentine B Co. 3rd/47th KIA 09/05/68
Gordon Hillesland for Pat Lawson NSA Dong Tam (1967-68)
Joe Hilliard for Joe Benack from Florida and Donald Hartzell from Pennsylvania
Sally Jackson for Paul Nace USS Colleton APB-36 (09/68-11/69)
Bruce Jensen in memory of Frederic Peers Webb A-111-4 KIA 12/21/67
Doris May Johnson in memory of Franklin Johnson TF 117 1967 Purple Heart 

Vet
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68) for Walker, Paredez, Gotch, 

Hayes, Nelson, and Howard
Richard MacCullagh for John (Doc) Phillips, HMC, USN (Ret) RivRon 15
Richard MacCullagh for Chaplain Rene L. Petit, LT, CHC, RC, RivRon 13 and 15
Kaye Marten, Travis Marten, and Tristen Marten in memory of Monte Marten 

(husband, father, and grandfather) B Co. 2nd/39th 9th Inf Div (1968-69)
Adam Metts for Donald L. Bruckart T-111-2 KIA 03/31/69
Albert Moore for Ralph Tresser CS3 USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
Albert Moore for Tom Bityk CS3 IUWG-1 VC-Hill/Ha Tien (1969-70)
Albert and Sara Moore for Capt Gerald Saucier CO USS Benewah APB-35 

(09/66-02/68)
Victoria Mortensen in memory of G. Thomas “Morto” Mortensen RivDiv 92 

A-92-8 (01/68-11/69)
Roy Moseman for Oscar Santiago C-2 4th/47th (10/67-10/68)
Herman Murphy EN2 for USS Benewah shipmates: John Long EN2, Craig 

Bronish MR3, and George Schnieder MR2
Major J. D. Nichols III CMDR C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (12/66-11/67) for Alfred 

Cornejo, Anthony Galeno, Richard Lasher, Rudolph Melendez, Sigfredo 
Pinto-Pinto, and Garrett Reid KIAs 08/20/67

Jasper Northcutt for SSGT Henry T. Aragon B-2 2nd/47th KIA 08/23/67, SGT 
James E. Boorman B-2 2nd/47th KIA 08/27/67, SP4 James D. Bronakoski 
B-2 2nd/47th KIA 04/27/67, SP4 Michael G. Hartnett B-2 2nd/47th KIA 
04/27/67, SGT William D. Mize B-2 2nd/47th and 5th/60th KIA 10/28/67, 
CPL Harold K. Southwick B-2 2nd/47th Inf KIA 03/02/67 (first KIA in B Co. 
2nd/47th in Vietnam), and PFC Robert C. Voltz B-1 2nd/47th Inf (Mech) KIA 
03/11/67 (first KIA1st Platoon B Co. 2nd/47th in Vietnam)

Claire Siebert for GMG3 Richard Siebert IUWG-1 Unit 3, Qui Nhon (03/67-
01/69)

Chet “Gunner” Stanley for all the USN and USA KIAs of the MRF (1967-70)
Ken Sundberg for Michael David Sheahan 5th/60th KIA 02/25/68, Robert 

L. Conley 5th/60th KIA 02/01/68, and Glenn Dean Taylor 5th/60th KIA 
02/01/68

Robert Sutton for LT James F. Rost Jr. Vin Te Canal Chau Duc KIA 11/69
Okey Toothman in memory of Major General Lucien “Blackie Bolduc
Okey Toothman in memory of Sgt Dick Arnold A Co. 3rd/47th, Max DelaC 

Okey Toothman in memory of Judy Wallace
Steven Totcoff for my brother CPL Dennis S. Totcoff B Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf 

Div KIA 5/2/68
ruz and G. P. Jones C Co. 3rd/47th
USS Benewah shipmates: John Long EN2, Craig Bronish MR3, and George 

Schnieder MR2
USS Guide MSO-447 for Shipmate and Brother Harold Foster
Henry Velez for my fallen brothers, B Co. 2nd/39th Inf
CPT Steve Williams and MAJ Bob Bischoff in memory of 2LT David George 

Williams, Co A, 4/47th, KIA 9/21/67
David Wilson 2nd/60th, KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 

06/25/69, Steven Murrary 4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th 
Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st Airborne KIA 
08/23/69

Luis Peraza for SSG Michael K. Lewis KIA 06/13/69, SGT Harold H. Hunter KIA 
01/27/69, and brothers of D Co 3/60th KIA during 1968-69

In Memory Of

French
Member Robert A. 

French passed away 
March 26, 2019. Robert 
served in C Co 4th/47th 
(Riverine Infantry) 9th 
Infantry Division (05/66-
05/68). Robert is sur-
vived by his wife Char-
lene K. French, Tampa, FL, 
rfrench13@tampabay.
rr.com. May our Brother 
rest in peace.

Member Jerry Shock-
ley passed away October 
16, 2018. Jerry served in 
HHC 3rd/60th Infantry 
(12/67-12/68). Jerry 
is survived by his wife 
Barbara.

William “Bill” McMul-
len passed away Febru-
ary 12, 2019. Bill served 
with C Co. 6th/31st Inf. 
(04/68-04/690). At the 
time of his passing, Bill 
was residing in Welling-
ton, Florida.

Stull
Member Col Terry G. 

Stull USA (Ret.) passed 
away April 6, 2019 fol-
lowing a battle with 
congestive heart failure. 
As a proud West Point 
graduate of the Class of 
1966, he bravely served 
two tours in Vietnam. 
Col Stull served with A 
Co 3rd/47th 9th Infantry 
Division River Raiders 
(11/66-12/67). He en-
joyed a successful career 
in the Army, retiring as a 
Colonel in 1993. Col Stull 

is survived by his wife Ar-
letta, Senatobia, Missis-
sippi, stuli1966@yahoo.
com.

Powell
Member Frank L. 

Powell passed away May 
7, 2018. Frank served 
onboard the USS Nueces 
APB-40 (03/69-05/70). 
Frank is survived by his 
wife Patty Keith.

Hall
Daniel E. Hall Jr. 

passed away April 6, 
2019. Daniel served with 
Charlie Co. 9th Inf. Divi-
sion Vietnam (1968-69). 
Daniel is survived by his 
wife Kathy. I’m very proud 
of my dad. He will be 
greatly missed, Lisa Hall.

Kershner
Member BM1 Paul 

Kershner (USN Ret.) 
passed away April 27, 
2019. Paul was Boat 
Captain of Tango 112-
12 and Tango 152-10 
(T-50) (01/69-02/70). 
Paul is survived by his 
wife Tazuko Kershner. 
You may contact the fam-
ily c/o his son Paul Jr., 

484-512-0316.

Westling
Member Reverend 

Lester Leon Westling Jr. 
(Chaplain Captain USN 
Ret.) passed away May 2, 
2019. Reverend Westling 
first served 14 months 
with the 3rd Battalion, 
9th Marine Regiment at 
Camp Carroll in I Corps 
near the DMZ. His second 
tour of duty was with 
the Naval Support Activ-
ity, Saigon in IV Corps 
(05/69-05/70). When 
his tour was about to end, 
he was ministering to 65 
different units.

Kitchen
Member Arthur 

“Artie” Kitchen passed 
away March 15, 2019. He 
served as a Third Class 
Engineman (EN3) on-
board the USS Satyr ARL-
23 (05/70-03/71). Artie 
is survived by his wife of 
48 years, Joan, and three 
sons.

Doolan
Member SMSGT 

Charles “Chuck” At-
wood Doolan USAF (Ret) 

passed away June 30, 
2018. Charles served on 
the USS Blanco County 
LST-344 (09/66-09/67). 
Chuck is survived by his 
wife Janice.

Howe
Member Gerald 

(Jerry) L. Howe passed 
away August 14, 2014. 
Jerry served on the USS 
Nueces APB-40 (06/68-
07/69). You may contact 
his daughter Wendy Wen-
sits at wensits@1cloud.
com. “Jerry was a found-
ing Member of the MRFA. 
He was a good sailor and 
a good person who made 
himself available when it 
came to helping his fellow 
Veterans.” Albert Moore.

Johnson

Johnson
Member Bruce L. 

Johnson passed away 
August 31, 2018. Bruce 
served with C Co. 2nd 
Plat. 4th/47th Infantry 
(08/67-03/68). Bruce 
is survived by his wife 
Connie.

Your membership expiration date is printed on your 
River Currents just above your name and address.
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In Memory Of
This section is for members who wish to sponsor the MRFA by 
placing a notice in memory of one of their fallen comrades.  In 
some instances, the name of the sponsor will precede the name 
of the person who was KIA, or has passed on since Vietnam.  It’s 
$25 for four issues. 

Wendell Affield, for Buddha Ed Thomas, Boat Captain Tango
  112-11 (02/68-02/69)
William Blauser, for Thomas Gaudet, David Land, and Jose
  Campos our 151 Division brothers that were KIAs
Bill Buffie, in memory of Lyle Parin USS Floyd County LST-762
  (Vietnam)
John and Doris Chrzanowski, in memory of SP/4 Humberto Ruiz
 Santiago Jr. Grenadier A Co. 4th Bn 47th Inf. Rgt 9th Inf. Div.
 Died of wounds 06/27/69, Kien Hoa, South Vietnam (DC Wall
 Panel 21W Ln 025)
John and Doris Chrzanowski, for B Co. 6th/31st 9th Inf. Div.
 Troopers. KIA, B-40 Rocket, 12/13/69, Gary M. Gryzen (DC Wall
 Panel W15, Line 54) David A. McIntyre, (DC Wall Panel W15,
 Line 54) and Gary T. Phillips (DC Wall Panel W15, Line 54).
**David Wilson 2nd/60th KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 4th/39th
 KIA 06/25/69, Steven Murrary 4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, Harvey
 Crabtree 2nd/4th Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st
 101st Abn. KIA 08/23/69
Janice Dahkle, for son Cpl. Randy R. Mueller D Co. 2nd/47th KIA 
03/03/69
Orville “Lee” Daley, for Marvin Marks WWII, USS Askari ARL-30
Fran Divelbiss, for Cdr. Dave Divelbiss, Supply Officer on Staff
 COMRIVFLOT ONE, USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-68)
David Donovan, from Dick & Lisa Dorato
David Donovan, from Harold & Beverly Bailey
David Donovan, from Kimberley Butler
David Donovan, from Dean & Karen Despelder
David Donovan, from Steve & Leah Futch
David Donovan, from Steve & Lavonne Yoder
David Donovan, from Karen & Mark Vander Vliet
David Donovan, from Delmar & Dian Cable
Robert Flaige, for SFC Fernando Quintero KIA 02/27/68 and SP4
 Robert “Bob” Jenks E Co. 3rd/60th KIA 03/03/68
Bill Frede, for BM1 Guy Dail, BM3 Johnny Maness, and SN David
 Flabburis, T-112-2, 1967
Tony Garvey, for Wes Sade, Billy Olsen, and Staff Sgt. James
 Williams C Co. 4th/47th 9th Inf.
Regina Gooden, for Sgt. Lloyd Earl Valentine B Co 3rd/47th KIA
 September 5, 1968
Susan Hanmer, for SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 153
 (07/69-02/71)
Gordon Hillesland, for Pat Lawson, NSA Dong Tam (67-68), &
 Mike Mosey NSA Dong Tam (67-68)
Joe Hilliard, for Joe Benack, from Florida and Donald Hartzell,
 from Pennsylvania
Sally Jackson, for Paul Nace, USS Colleton APB-36 (09/68-11/69)
Bruce Jensen, in memory of Frederic Peers Webb A-111-4 KIA
 12/21/67
Bruce L. Johnson, C Co. 2nd Plat. 4th/47th (8/67-3/68)
J. R. Johnson, 3rd/47th 9th “Recon” (05/66-01/68), in memory of
 Walker, Gotch, Paredez, Nelson, Hayes, Howard, King, Twitchell
 and Chesnoski
Frank Jones, for SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 153
 (07/69-02/71)
Richard MacCullagh, for John (Doc) Phillips, HMC, USN (Ret) 
RivRon 15 and Richard MacCullagh, for Chaplain Rene L. Petit,
 LT, CHC, RC, RivRon 13 and 15
Stella Gayle Malone, for Timothy Neary, USS Jamestown AGTR-3
 (01/69-12/69)
Kaye Marten, Travis Marten, and Tristen Marten, in memory of
 Monte Marten (husband, father, and grandfather) B Co. 2nd/39th
 9th Inf. Div (1968-69)
Adam Metts, for Donald L. Bruckart, T-111-2 KIA 3/31/69
Major J. D. Nichols III, CMDR., C Co. 3rd/60th Inf. (12/66-11/67)
 for Alfred Cornejo, Anthony Galeno, Richard Lasher, Rudolph 
 Melendez, Sigfredo Pinto-Pinto, and Garrett Reid KIAs 08/20/67
Luis Peraza, for SSG. Michael K. Lewis, KIA 06/13/69, SGT
 Harold H. Hunter, KIA 01/27/69, and brothers of D Co 3/60th KIA
 during 1968-69
Sfc Claud Onley, A Co. 3rd/47th inf. KIA 5/66
Claire Siebert, for GMG3 Richard Siebert IUWG-1 Unit 3, Qui
 Nhon (03/67-01/69)
**All the USN and USA KIAs of the MRF (67-70)
Ken Sundberg, for Michael David Sheahan 5th/60th KIA 02/25/68,
 Robert L. Conley 5th/60th KIA 02/01/68, and Glenn Dean Taylor
 5th/60th KIA 02/01/68
Okey Toothman, in memory of Sgt. Dick Arnold A Co. 3rd/47th,
 Max DelaCruz, and G. P. Jones C Co. 3rd/47th
Okey Toothman, in memory of Major General Lucien “Blackie”
 Bolduc
Okey Toothman, in memory of Judy Wallace
**From your Brothers B Co. 2nd 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division
 in memory for John Nielsen B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/70)
Henry Velez, for my fallen brothers, B Co. 2nd/39th Inf.’

Please send Frank Jones any changes in address, phone number 
or e-mail addresses so that he can keep our database updated.

His address is: 9 San Marino Parkway, Fenton, MO 63026

Frank’s e-mail address is mrfatango48@gmail.com

Contact Changes

Member Frank J. Gubala passed away on March 25, 2020.  While in Vietnam he served with Alpha 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 47th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from February 1968 to July 1968 when 
he was seriously wounded and sent stateside.  Frank is survived by his wife Joyce. - “Frank and I 
were good friends in Nam. He was wounded in July 68 and sent to Japan.  Never knew what happened 
to him after that. In 2001 I found him and we reunited. Frank, I and our wives went to the reunions 
together where we re-established our Nam friendship. My wife and I will miss him.” - Vincent 
Dellipaoli

Member Ronald D. Boyd passed away on May 1, 2019.  While in Vietnam he served with Bravo 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from October 1968 to July 1969.  Ronald 
was living in Tylertown, MS at the time of his passing.

Former Member Talbot E. Walker passed away on February 8, 2020.  While in Vietnam he served with 
River Assault Squadron 11 - River Assault Division 111 onboard Z-111-7 from October 1967 to March 
1969.  Talbot was a resident of Pleasant Hill, MO at the time of his passing.

Member John T. “Jack” Strickland went missing during a dive expedition on the South Pacific island of 
Chuuk on October 23, 2019.  At this time his body has not been recovered.  While in Vietnam he served 
with Delta Company, 3rd Platoon, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from October 
1968 to July 1969. 

Contact Changes 
Please send Frank Jones any changes in address, phone number, or e-mail addresses, so that he can keep 
our database updated.  His address is 9 San Marino Parkway, Fenton, Mo., 63026. 

Frank’s e-mail address is mrfatango48@gmail.com 

 

************************************************************************************* 

TAPS.  Tribute to a Fallen One 
Member Frank J. Gubala passed away on March 25, 2020.  While in Vietnam he served with Alpha 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 47th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from February 1968 to July 1968 when he 
was seriously wounded and sent stateside.  Frank is survived by his wife Joyce. - "Frank and I were good 
friends in Nam. He was wounded in July 68 and sent to Japan.  Never knew what happened to him after 
that. In 2001 I found him and we reunited. Frank, I and our wives went to the reunions together where we 
re-established our Nam friendship. My wife and I will miss him." - Vincent Dellipaoli 

 

 

 

Member Ronald D. Boyd passed away on May 1, 2019.  While in Vietnam he served with Bravo 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from October 1968 to July 1969.  Ronald 
was living in Tylertown, MS at the time of his passing. 

 

 

Contact Changes 
Please send Frank Jones any changes in address, phone number, or e-mail addresses, so that he can keep 
our database updated.  His address is 9 San Marino Parkway, Fenton, Mo., 63026. 

Frank’s e-mail address is mrfatango48@gmail.com 

 

************************************************************************************* 

TAPS.  Tribute to a Fallen One 
Member Frank J. Gubala passed away on March 25, 2020.  While in Vietnam he served with Alpha 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 47th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from February 1968 to July 1968 when he 
was seriously wounded and sent stateside.  Frank is survived by his wife Joyce. - "Frank and I were good 
friends in Nam. He was wounded in July 68 and sent to Japan.  Never knew what happened to him after 
that. In 2001 I found him and we reunited. Frank, I and our wives went to the reunions together where we 
re-established our Nam friendship. My wife and I will miss him." - Vincent Dellipaoli 

 

 

 

Member Ronald D. Boyd passed away on May 1, 2019.  While in Vietnam he served with Bravo 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from October 1968 to July 1969.  Ronald 
was living in Tylertown, MS at the time of his passing. 

 

 
Former Member Talbot E. Walker passed away on February 8, 2020.  While in Vietnam he served with 
River Assault Squadron 11 - River Assault Division 111 onboard Z-111-7 from October 1967 to March 
1969.  Talbot was a resident of Pleasant Hill, MO at the time of his passing. 

 

Member John T. "Jack" Strickland went missing during a dive expedition on the South Pacific island of 
Chuuk on October 23, 2019.  At this time his body has not been recovered.  While in Vietnam he served 
with Delta Company, 3rd Platoon, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from October 1968 
to July 1969.   

 

In Memory Of 
Wendell Affield, for Buddha Ed Thomas, Boat Captain Tango 112-11 (02/68-02/69) 

William Blauser, for Thomas Gaudet, David Land, and Jose Campos our 151 Division brothers that were 
KIAs 

Bill Buffie, in memory of Lyle Parin USS Floyd County LST-762 (Vietnam) 

John and Doris Chrzanowski, in memory of SP/4 Humberto Ruiz Santiago Jr. Grenadier A Co. 4th Bn 
47th Inf. Rgt 9th Inf. Div. Died of wounds 06/27/69, Kien Hoa, South Vietnam (DC Wall Panel 21W Ln 
025) 

John and Doris Chrzanowski, for B Co. 6th/31st 9th Inf. Div. Troopers. KIA, B-40 Rocket, 12/13/69, 
Gary M. Gryzen (DC Wall Panel W15, Line 54) David A. McIntyre, (DC Wall Panel W15, Line 54) and 
Gary T. Phillips (DC Wall Panel W15, Line 54). 

**David Wilson 2nd/60th KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 06/25/69, Steven Murrary 
4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st 
Abn. KIA 08/23/69 

Janice Dahkle, for son Cpl. Randy R. Mueller D Co. 2nd/47th KIA 03/03/69 

Orville "Lee" Daley, for Marvin Marks WWII, USS Askari ARL-30 

Fran Divelbiss, for Cdr. Dave Divelbiss, Supply Officer on Staff COMRIVFLOT ONE, USS Benewah 
APB-35 (1966-68) 

David Donovan, from Dick & Lisa Dorato 

David Donovan, from Harold & Beverly Bailey 



Mobile Riverine Force Association
9 San Marino Parkway
Fenton, MO 63026
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

MRFA Sponsors
Our expressed thanks to those who have become 

MRFA sponsors! It’s never too late to get onboard 

as a sponsor, so we continue to seek and 

welcome those who wish to sponsor the MRFA!  

Sponsorship in the MRFA helps to defray the cost 

of producing River Currents. Sponsorship lasts for a 

period of one year, with your name and information 

appearing in four issues. Send your $25 (payable to 

the MRFA) to Frank Jones, 9 San Marino Parkway, 

Fenton, MO 63026

VISIT WWW.MRFA.ORG

Edward R. Aldrich B Co. 720th MP BN (07/69-07/70)
Thomas Anathan USS Benewah APB-35 (08/67-08/68)
Jimmie J. Apel A Co. 4th/47th Inf and 6th/31st (1969-70)
Charlie and Georginia Ardinger T-151-11 (05/68-07/69)
Ed Arledge USS Indra ARL-37 (1967-70)
John Armstrong HHC 3rd/47th Inf (04/66-01/68)
Dale Ashley USS Monmouth County LST-1032 (11/66-11/67)
Ralph Bakle from Charles Sykes for a job well done
James Bandy USS Tutuila AARG-4 (03/69-10/70)
Stephen Benedict A Co 3rd/60th Inf (03/68-03/69) 
Tom Bergman USS White River LSMR-536 (07/66-07/68)
Richard Bittle USS Nueces APB-40 (06/68-04/69)
Robert B. Blair USS Clarion River LSMR-409 (1966-68)
Donald Blankenship A-111-3 and A-152-21 (02/69-02/70)
Patrick Boffa, RivDivs 552-535
MajGen Blackie Bolduc USA (Ret.) Cdr 3rd/47th Inf
Thomas R. Bogner A&C Cos 2nd/39th Inf. (02/68-01/69)
Bruce Branigan D Co. 3rd/60th Infantry (05/68-12/68)
Donald P. Brosnan CSM 2nd Bde (06/68-06/69)
David Brown, RivRon 9 Staff (1/68-1/69) Gary Bruno 

USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71)
Gary Bruno USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71) 
MGen Walter Bryde, Jr. HQ 3rd/34th Arty (1968-69)
John Burger USS Page & USS Washoe 

County LST-1165 (01/68-01/69)
Robert Caldwell Jr. USS Nye County LST-1067 (02/66-02/67)
John and Pamela Carlin in honor of Erol Tuzcu
RADM William Carlson CO USS White River 

LSMR-536 (10/65-03/68)
Jim Carter RivRon 15 T-52 (12/69-12/70)
Thomas Childress USS Krishna ARL-38 (06/70-08/71)
John and Doris Chrzanowski A Co 4th/47th 

and B Co 6th/31st (03/69-03/70)
Mike Clark Medic 4th/39th 9th Inf. Div (1967)
Eldon L. Cobb RivRon 9 T-92-2 (12/66-02/68)
Ercil G. Comer, Jr. USS Monmouth County 

LST-1032 (05/69-06/70)
LTg Robert Conaty XO RivDiv 131 (05/68-04/69)
Tony Day T-151-4 (06/68-06/69)
Frank De La Oliva Harbor Clearance Unit One (HUC-1) & 

Combat Salvage Boat-3 (CSB-3) (29/68-06/71)
David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)
William Duggan RAS 13 M-131-2 (08/68-08/69)
Robert Durrett T-112-7 (01/67-12/67)

Paul Eastham T-132-11 (05/69-07/69)
Virgie Eblen Associate Member
Clifton J. Elliott C Co. 2/60 (1976) 
Leon Edmiston B Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (06/68-05/69)
Edith Ethridge Associate Member
Larry Gunner Ethridge USS Askari ARL-30 (07/69-07/70)
Terrance Fetters HHQ 3rd/47th Inf (04/69-07/69)
Robert Flaige E Co 3rd/60th Inf (05/67-05/68)
Neil Fovel 3rd/47th Inf (11/67-03/68) 
Dennis Frank D Co. CMDR 3rd/60th Inf (07/68-07/69)
Bill Frede RivRon 11 T-112-2 (04/67-10/67)
Fred Frost E Co. 2nd/60th Inf (12/67-12/68)
Nan Fulton Associate Member
Richard Gallagher USS Mercer APB-39 (1968-69)
Capt James Gautier Co RivDiv 111 (10/68-05/69)
John N. Gavin USS Satyr ARL-23 (1971)
Regina Gooden Associate Member
Harry Hahn RivRon 13 M-131-1 (03/69-03/70)
William Halloran COMRIVFLOT ONE N2 (09/67-09/68)
Roger Hamilton, Jr. USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Jeffie Hanks USS Benewah APB-35 (01/70-01/71)
SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
BMCM (Ret) Wayne Hapgood RivRon 15 T-52
Joseph Harper USS White River LSMR-536 (12/66-12/68)
Richard Hawkins COMNAVFORV NAVADVGRP 

(VNN HHQ) (12/69-12/70)
Leo Haynes RivDiv 594 PBR-8120 (04/69-02/70)
Charles Heindel C-91-1 (11/67-12/68)
Wayne Higdon USS Satyr ARL-23 (06/67-05/69)
Joe Hilliard Gunner T-48 (09/69-03/70) and 

Boat Captain T-44 (03/70-07/70)
Alan Hodgkinson A Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (01/68-08/69)
Kenneth Hogan RivRon 11 RAD 112 T-112-13 (02/69-09/69)
James Hoyer 1097th TC (MB) (08/68-07/69)
MajGen Ira A. Hunt Jr. HHQ 9th Inf Div (05/68-07/69)
Alan G. Hyde 9th Signal (1966-67)
In honor of Albert Moore and all he has done for the MRFA
Truman Irving USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Bill Isetts RM2 USS Askari ARL-30 (07/66-08/67)
Francis Janssen B Co. 93rd Const Eng (08/67-07/68)
David Jarczewski C Co. 4th/47th Inf 9th Div (05/66-05/68)
Bradley Jenkins HHSB 3rd/34th Arty & 

2nd/47th Mech (09/68-10/69)
Bruce Jensen T-111-3 (1967-68)
Bruce L. Johnson C Co. 4th/47th Inf (08/67-03/68)
Duane Johnson 15th Combat Engineers (06/67-06/68)
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Gerald Johnston USS Nye County LST-1067 (01/66-01/67)
David R. Jones RivRon 11 Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)

Frank B. Jones RivRon 15 T-48
Edward Jordan RivRon 15 T-152-4/T-44 (08/68-08/69)
Jerry “Hollywood” Kawecki B Co. 3rd/47th 

9th Inf (07/68-12/68)
Dane Keller RivDiv 532 PBR 121 (05/69-05/70)
Thomas Kelley USN (Ret) RivDiv 152 (09/68-06/69)
Michael Knowlton YRBM-18 (01/68-01/69)
Gary L. Knox RivRon 9 A-91-8 (01/68-06/70) 
Larry Koltz Command Flotilla-1 Task Force 

117 Div 91 T 91-10 (09/66-06/70)
LTC Nick Laiacona USA (Ret.) C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (1968-69)
Jerry Lippincott IUWG-1, LCM-877 (06/70-05/71)
James Long Sr. ComRivFlot One Staff (11/67-11/68)
James Lowe APL-26 (05/68-05/69
James Lukaszewski DC2 APL-30 (8/68-8/69)
Larry Lyons RivDiv 112 C-112-1 (1967-68)
Robert Marburger C Co. 2nd/60th Inf (11/68-11/69)
Vincent Matura RivRon 152 (10/69-07/70) “Suffolk 24”
Jerry L. Maygarden, USS Luzerne County 

LST-902 (6/69-7/69)
Paul A. Mayne YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Cratis McLaughlin D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf Div (09/68-07/69)
Adam Metts T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
Rick Miller B-2 4th/39th Inf. (12/67-12/68)
MilSpec Tours Inc
Nickola Mitschkowetz BM2 APL-30 (11/68-11/69)
Albert and Sara Moore USS Benewah (APB-35)
Joe Moore USS Colleton APB-36 (10/66-08/67) 
J. Russell and Alice Moore A-91-5 (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran B Co 4th/47th Inf (11/67-10/68)
Roy and Lynn Moseman 4th/47th Inf
Naval Advisory Group
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah APB-35, 4/70-2/71
Nha Trang (1967-68 and 1970-71)
Jasper Northcutt B Co. 2nd/47th Mech Inf (11/66-05/67)
James Noyes C Btry 3rd/34th Arty (06/67-06/68)
Gary T. O’Brien MM3 USS Mercer APB-39 (04/68-12/69)
George R. O’Connell USS Terrell Cty LST-1157
Christopher Olsen T-131-8 (05/68-05/69)
Capt Jerry Pape USN (Ret) Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE (01/68-12/68)
John Wayne Parrish Jr. Co. A 4th/47th Inf (01/68-01/69)
Dwayne Parsons M-111-1 (Zippo 1) (11/67-11/68)
Kurt I. Patton Mike 5 and T-37 (11/69-11/70)
Anthony Perez USS Iredell County LST-839 (11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips D Co. 15th Combat 

Engineers 9th Inf (08/68-06/69)
BM1 W. R. Posey Craft Master YTB-785 (1967-68, 1970-71)

Bill Posson USS Hampshire County LST-819 (1969-70)
Paul Ray M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
David Raybell Monitor 111-3 (11/66-02/68)
Bill & Donna Robinson CO USS Mark AKL-12 (06/70-05/71)
Lawrence “Larry” Roche A-152-2 (10/68-07/69) 
Greg Rockow USS Harnett County LST-821 (1968-69)
Jerry Ross T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
Robert “Bob” and Betty A. Schrader D Co. 

9th Med BN (07/68-07/69)
COL Sam Schutte Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (03/66-12/67)
George Schwemmer C Co. 6th/31st Inf. (1968-69)
Thomas D. Scott USS Colleton APB-36 (12/66-04/68)
Jerry Shearer C Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (04/67-04/68)
CDR William D. Shutters USN (Ret) Boat 

Captain T-111-1 (9/67-8/68)
Richard Simpson C Co. 3rd/47th Inf 9th Div (05/67-05/68) 
John Smith B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69) for all Riverines
Marc Spilberg 4th/47th Inf (01-68-01/69)
Chet “Gunner” Stanley C-111-1 and M-111-3 (1966-68)
Thomas Stuart USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
John Sturtz T-151-9 (06/68-06/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-06/69)
Jack Terry USS Colleton APB-36 (1966-68)
Thanks to Artillery
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Tip of the hat to Albert
Joseph J. Trovato 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (06/67-06/68)
USS Terrell County LST-1157
Roger Valentine USS Askari ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
Bob and Nancy VanDruff T-91-5 and T-92-4
David J. Vicknair USS Washtenaw County 

LST-1166 (1968-70)
Ron Wallace B Co. 3rd Plat 3rd/47th Inf (05/66-08/67)
Hank and Becky Washburn USS Colleton 

APB-36 (01/67-09/68)
Bill Weidman T-111-12 (02/67-02/68)
Gary Weisz A-91-4 (10/67-07/68)
David H. White USN (Ret) USS Satyr ARL-23 (08/69-08/70)
Jeffrey L. Withers RivRon 11 A-112-8 and 

M-112-12 (06/68-06/69)
William H. Ziebarth 9th Signal 3rd/34th Arty (05/66-12/67)
James Zieminski EN2 Boat Captain RivDiv 

153 ASPB 6854 (04/69-04/70)
Robert Zimmer XO USS Mercer APB-39 (02/68-07/69)
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt ComNavForV

Mobile Riverine Force Association
9 San Marino Parkway
Fenton, MO 63026
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

MRFA Sponsors
Our expressed thanks to those who have become 

MRFA sponsors! It’s never too late to get onboard 

as a sponsor, so we continue to seek and 

welcome those who wish to sponsor the MRFA!  

Sponsorship in the MRFA helps to defray the cost 

of producing River Currents. Sponsorship lasts for a 

period of one year, with your name and information 

appearing in four issues. Send your $25 (payable to 

the MRFA) to Frank Jones, 9 San Marino Parkway, 

Fenton, MO 63026

VISIT WWW.MRFA.ORG

Edward R. Aldrich B Co. 720th MP BN (07/69-07/70)
Thomas Anathan USS Benewah APB-35 (08/67-08/68)
Jimmie J. Apel A Co. 4th/47th Inf and 6th/31st (1969-70)
Charlie and Georginia Ardinger T-151-11 (05/68-07/69)
Ed Arledge USS Indra ARL-37 (1967-70)
John Armstrong HHC 3rd/47th Inf (04/66-01/68)
Dale Ashley USS Monmouth County LST-1032 (11/66-11/67)
Ralph Bakle from Charles Sykes for a job well done
James Bandy USS Tutuila AARG-4 (03/69-10/70)
Stephen Benedict A Co 3rd/60th Inf (03/68-03/69) 
Tom Bergman USS White River LSMR-536 (07/66-07/68)
Richard Bittle USS Nueces APB-40 (06/68-04/69)
Robert B. Blair USS Clarion River LSMR-409 (1966-68)
Donald Blankenship A-111-3 and A-152-21 (02/69-02/70)
Patrick Boffa, RivDivs 552-535
MajGen Blackie Bolduc USA (Ret.) Cdr 3rd/47th Inf
Thomas R. Bogner A&C Cos 2nd/39th Inf. (02/68-01/69)
Bruce Branigan D Co. 3rd/60th Infantry (05/68-12/68)
Donald P. Brosnan CSM 2nd Bde (06/68-06/69)
David Brown, RivRon 9 Staff (1/68-1/69) Gary Bruno 

USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71)
Gary Bruno USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71) 
MGen Walter Bryde, Jr. HQ 3rd/34th Arty (1968-69)
John Burger USS Page & USS Washoe 

County LST-1165 (01/68-01/69)
Robert Caldwell Jr. USS Nye County LST-1067 (02/66-02/67)
John and Pamela Carlin in honor of Erol Tuzcu
RADM William Carlson CO USS White River 

LSMR-536 (10/65-03/68)
Jim Carter RivRon 15 T-52 (12/69-12/70)
Thomas Childress USS Krishna ARL-38 (06/70-08/71)
John and Doris Chrzanowski A Co 4th/47th 

and B Co 6th/31st (03/69-03/70)
Mike Clark Medic 4th/39th 9th Inf. Div (1967)
Eldon L. Cobb RivRon 9 T-92-2 (12/66-02/68)
Ercil G. Comer, Jr. USS Monmouth County 

LST-1032 (05/69-06/70)
LTg Robert Conaty XO RivDiv 131 (05/68-04/69)
Tony Day T-151-4 (06/68-06/69)
Frank De La Oliva Harbor Clearance Unit One (HUC-1) & 

Combat Salvage Boat-3 (CSB-3) (29/68-06/71)
David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)
William Duggan RAS 13 M-131-2 (08/68-08/69)
Robert Durrett T-112-7 (01/67-12/67)

Paul Eastham T-132-11 (05/69-07/69)
Virgie Eblen Associate Member
Clifton J. Elliott C Co. 2/60 (1976) 
Leon Edmiston B Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (06/68-05/69)
Edith Ethridge Associate Member
Larry Gunner Ethridge USS Askari ARL-30 (07/69-07/70)
Terrance Fetters HHQ 3rd/47th Inf (04/69-07/69)
Robert Flaige E Co 3rd/60th Inf (05/67-05/68)
Neil Fovel 3rd/47th Inf (11/67-03/68) 
Dennis Frank D Co. CMDR 3rd/60th Inf (07/68-07/69)
Bill Frede RivRon 11 T-112-2 (04/67-10/67)
Fred Frost E Co. 2nd/60th Inf (12/67-12/68)
Nan Fulton Associate Member
Richard Gallagher USS Mercer APB-39 (1968-69)
Capt James Gautier Co RivDiv 111 (10/68-05/69)
John N. Gavin USS Satyr ARL-23 (1971)
Regina Gooden Associate Member
Harry Hahn RivRon 13 M-131-1 (03/69-03/70)
William Halloran COMRIVFLOT ONE N2 (09/67-09/68)
Roger Hamilton, Jr. USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Jeffie Hanks USS Benewah APB-35 (01/70-01/71)
SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
BMCM (Ret) Wayne Hapgood RivRon 15 T-52
Joseph Harper USS White River LSMR-536 (12/66-12/68)
Richard Hawkins COMNAVFORV NAVADVGRP 

(VNN HHQ) (12/69-12/70)
Leo Haynes RivDiv 594 PBR-8120 (04/69-02/70)
Charles Heindel C-91-1 (11/67-12/68)
Wayne Higdon USS Satyr ARL-23 (06/67-05/69)
Joe Hilliard Gunner T-48 (09/69-03/70) and 

Boat Captain T-44 (03/70-07/70)
Alan Hodgkinson A Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (01/68-08/69)
Kenneth Hogan RivRon 11 RAD 112 T-112-13 (02/69-09/69)
James Hoyer 1097th TC (MB) (08/68-07/69)
MajGen Ira A. Hunt Jr. HHQ 9th Inf Div (05/68-07/69)
Alan G. Hyde 9th Signal (1966-67)
In honor of Albert Moore and all he has done for the MRFA
Truman Irving USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Bill Isetts RM2 USS Askari ARL-30 (07/66-08/67)
Francis Janssen B Co. 93rd Const Eng (08/67-07/68)
David Jarczewski C Co. 4th/47th Inf 9th Div (05/66-05/68)
Bradley Jenkins HHSB 3rd/34th Arty & 

2nd/47th Mech (09/68-10/69)
Bruce Jensen T-111-3 (1967-68)
Bruce L. Johnson C Co. 4th/47th Inf (08/67-03/68)
Duane Johnson 15th Combat Engineers (06/67-06/68)
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Gerald Johnston USS Nye County LST-1067 (01/66-01/67)
David R. Jones RivRon 11 Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)

Frank B. Jones RivRon 15 T-48
Edward Jordan RivRon 15 T-152-4/T-44 (08/68-08/69)
Jerry “Hollywood” Kawecki B Co. 3rd/47th 

9th Inf (07/68-12/68)
Dane Keller RivDiv 532 PBR 121 (05/69-05/70)
Thomas Kelley USN (Ret) RivDiv 152 (09/68-06/69)
Michael Knowlton YRBM-18 (01/68-01/69)
Gary L. Knox RivRon 9 A-91-8 (01/68-06/70) 
Larry Koltz Command Flotilla-1 Task Force 

117 Div 91 T 91-10 (09/66-06/70)
LTC Nick Laiacona USA (Ret.) C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (1968-69)
Jerry Lippincott IUWG-1, LCM-877 (06/70-05/71)
James Long Sr. ComRivFlot One Staff (11/67-11/68)
James Lowe APL-26 (05/68-05/69
James Lukaszewski DC2 APL-30 (8/68-8/69)
Larry Lyons RivDiv 112 C-112-1 (1967-68)
Robert Marburger C Co. 2nd/60th Inf (11/68-11/69)
Vincent Matura RivRon 152 (10/69-07/70) “Suffolk 24”
Jerry L. Maygarden, USS Luzerne County 

LST-902 (6/69-7/69)
Paul A. Mayne YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Cratis McLaughlin D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf Div (09/68-07/69)
Adam Metts T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
Rick Miller B-2 4th/39th Inf. (12/67-12/68)
MilSpec Tours Inc
Nickola Mitschkowetz BM2 APL-30 (11/68-11/69)
Albert and Sara Moore USS Benewah (APB-35)
Joe Moore USS Colleton APB-36 (10/66-08/67) 
J. Russell and Alice Moore A-91-5 (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran B Co 4th/47th Inf (11/67-10/68)
Roy and Lynn Moseman 4th/47th Inf
Naval Advisory Group
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah APB-35, 4/70-2/71
Nha Trang (1967-68 and 1970-71)
Jasper Northcutt B Co. 2nd/47th Mech Inf (11/66-05/67)
James Noyes C Btry 3rd/34th Arty (06/67-06/68)
Gary T. O’Brien MM3 USS Mercer APB-39 (04/68-12/69)
George R. O’Connell USS Terrell Cty LST-1157
Christopher Olsen T-131-8 (05/68-05/69)
Capt Jerry Pape USN (Ret) Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE (01/68-12/68)
John Wayne Parrish Jr. Co. A 4th/47th Inf (01/68-01/69)
Dwayne Parsons M-111-1 (Zippo 1) (11/67-11/68)
Kurt I. Patton Mike 5 and T-37 (11/69-11/70)
Anthony Perez USS Iredell County LST-839 (11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips D Co. 15th Combat 

Engineers 9th Inf (08/68-06/69)
BM1 W. R. Posey Craft Master YTB-785 (1967-68, 1970-71)

Bill Posson USS Hampshire County LST-819 (1969-70)
Paul Ray M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
David Raybell Monitor 111-3 (11/66-02/68)
Bill & Donna Robinson CO USS Mark AKL-12 (06/70-05/71)
Lawrence “Larry” Roche A-152-2 (10/68-07/69) 
Greg Rockow USS Harnett County LST-821 (1968-69)
Jerry Ross T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
Robert “Bob” and Betty A. Schrader D Co. 

9th Med BN (07/68-07/69)
COL Sam Schutte Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (03/66-12/67)
George Schwemmer C Co. 6th/31st Inf. (1968-69)
Thomas D. Scott USS Colleton APB-36 (12/66-04/68)
Jerry Shearer C Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (04/67-04/68)
CDR William D. Shutters USN (Ret) Boat 

Captain T-111-1 (9/67-8/68)
Richard Simpson C Co. 3rd/47th Inf 9th Div (05/67-05/68) 
John Smith B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69) for all Riverines
Marc Spilberg 4th/47th Inf (01-68-01/69)
Chet “Gunner” Stanley C-111-1 and M-111-3 (1966-68)
Thomas Stuart USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
John Sturtz T-151-9 (06/68-06/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-06/69)
Jack Terry USS Colleton APB-36 (1966-68)
Thanks to Artillery
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Tip of the hat to Albert
Joseph J. Trovato 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (06/67-06/68)
USS Terrell County LST-1157
Roger Valentine USS Askari ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
Bob and Nancy VanDruff T-91-5 and T-92-4
David J. Vicknair USS Washtenaw County 

LST-1166 (1968-70)
Ron Wallace B Co. 3rd Plat 3rd/47th Inf (05/66-08/67)
Hank and Becky Washburn USS Colleton 

APB-36 (01/67-09/68)
Bill Weidman T-111-12 (02/67-02/68)
Gary Weisz A-91-4 (10/67-07/68)
David H. White USN (Ret) USS Satyr ARL-23 (08/69-08/70)
Jeffrey L. Withers RivRon 11 A-112-8 and 

M-112-12 (06/68-06/69)
William H. Ziebarth 9th Signal 3rd/34th Arty (05/66-12/67)
James Zieminski EN2 Boat Captain RivDiv 

153 ASPB 6854 (04/69-04/70)
Robert Zimmer XO USS Mercer APB-39 (02/68-07/69)
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt ComNavForV

Dallas Abbott, A Co. 3rd/60th Inf. (06/67-06/68)
Edward R. Aldrich, B Co. 720th MP BN (07/69-07/70)
George B. Amador, USS Krishna ARL-38 (06/69-06/71)
Thomas Anathan, USS Benewah APB-35 (08/67-08/68)
Bruce Anderson, B Co. 2nd/60th (12/68-05/69)
Jimmie J. Apel, A Co. 4th/47th Inf. and 6th/31st (1969-70)
Keith Arboleda, RivDiv 595 RAD 153 (06/69-06/70)
Ed Arledge, USS Indra ARL-37 (1967-70)
Dale Ashley, USS Monmouth County LST-1032 (11/66-11/67)
Christian Bachofer, Jr. ComRivDiv 92 (07/68-06/69)
James Bandy, USS Tutuila AARG-4 (03/69--10/70)
Stephen Benedict, A Co 3rd/60th Inf. (03/68-03/69)
Richard Bittle, USS Nueces APB-40 (06/68-04/69)
Donald Blankenship, A-111-3 and A-152-21 (02/60-02/70)
Patrick Boffa, RivDivs 552-535
Thomas R. Bogner, A&C Cos 2nd/39 Inf. (2/68-1/69)
Bruce Branigan, D Co. 3rd/60th Infantry (05/68-12/68)
E.C. Brewer, Jr., NSA Saigon, detached to Dong Tam, 
(1/69-4/70)
David Brown, RivRon 9 Staff (1/68-1/69)
Gary Bruno, USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71)
MGen. Walter Bryde, Jr. HQ 3rd/34th Arty (1968-69)
John Burger, USS Page & USS Washoe County LST-1165 
(01/68-01/69)
Robert Caldwell Jr., USS Nye County LST-1067 (02/66-
02-67)
Jim Carter, RivRon 15 T-52 (12/69-12/70)
Thomas Childress, USS Krishna ARL-38 (06/70-08/71)
John and Doris Chrzanowski, A Co 4th/47th and B Co 
6th/31st (03/69-03/70)
Ercil G. Comer Jr., USS Monmouth Cty. LST-1032 (05/69-
06/70)
LTG. Robert Conaty, XO RivDiv 131 (05/68-04/69)
Joe B. Cortinaz, B Co. 5th/60th Infantry, (1-/67-3/68)
Steven A. Crecy, E Co. 15th Eng. BN (12/67-12/68)
Tony Day, T-151-4 (06/68-06/69)
Frank De La Oliva, Harbor Clearance Unit One (HUC-1) & 
Combat Salvage Boat-3 (CSB-3) (29/68-06/71)
Patrick Del Rosso, RivRon 13 and 15 (12/69-11/70)
Robert Dockendorff, NSA Dong Tam/YRBM-17 (03/67-
04/68)
William Duggan, RAS 13 M-131-2 (08/68-08/69)
Robert Durrett, T-112-7 (01/67-12/67)
Calyton E. East, USS Krishna ARL-38 (08/66-03/68)
Paul Eastham, T-132-11 (05/69-07/69)
Virgie Eblen, Associate Member
Leon Edmiston, B Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (06/68-05/69)
Clifton J. Elliott, C Co. 2/60 (1976)
Dennis Erlandson, D Co. 3rd/47th (08/68-04/69)
Larry Gunner Ethridge, USS Askari ARL-30 (07/69-07/70)

Terrance Fetters, HHQ 3rd/47th Inf. (04/69-07/69)
Horst S. Filtzer, MD FACS, Battle Surgeon 3rd/47th 9th Inf. 
(12/66-4/68)
Robert Flaige, E Co 3rd/60th Inf. (05/67-05/68)
Neil Fovel, 3rd/47th Inf. (11/67-03/68)
Dennis Frank D Co. CMDR 3rd/60th Inf. (07/68-07/69)
Bill Frede, T-112-2 (01/67-10-67)
Fred Frost, E Co. 2nd/60th Inf. (12/67-12/68)
Richard Gallagher USS Mercer APB-39 (1968-69)
Tony Garvey, C Co. 4th/47th 9th Infantry Div. (1968)
Capt. James Gautier, Co RivDiv 111 (10/68-05/69)
John N. Gavin, USS Satyr ARL-23 (1971)
David R. Georgius, NAVAIRFAC AIRCOFAT Logistics 
Helicopters (10/70-11/71)
Harry Hahn, RivRon 13 M-131-1 (03/69-03/70)
William Halloran, COMRIVFLOT ONE N2 (09/67-09/68)
Roger Hamilton, Jr. USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Robert Hammond, Jr. HQ 3rd/34th (10/68-10/69)
Jeffie Hanks, USS Benewah APB-35 (01/70-01/71)
BMCM (Ret) Wayne Hapgood, RivRon 15 T-52 (07/70-12/70) 
& RID 48 (12/70-07/71)
Joseph Harper, USS White River LSMR-536 (12/66-12/68)
Richard Hawkins, COMNAVFORV NAVADVGRP (VNN 
HHQ) (12/69-12/70)
Leo Haynes, RivDiv 594 PBR-8120 (04/69-02/70)
Charles Heindel, C-91-1 (11/67-12/68)
Wayne Higdon, USS Satyr ARL-23 (06/67-05/69)
Joe Hilliard, Gunner T-48 (09/69-03/70) and Boat Captain 
T-44 (03/70-07/70)
Alan Hodgkinson, A Co. 3rd/60th Inf. (01/68-08/69)
Kenneth Hogan, RivRon 11 RAD 112 T-112-13 (02/69-09/69)
Bernard Howlett, GMGSN, USS Carronade IFS-1 (12/65-
08/67)
James Hoyer, 1097th TC (MB) (08/68-07/69)
MajGen. Ira A. Hunt Jr., HHQ 9th Inf. Div. (05/68-07/69)
Alan G. Hyde, 9th Signal (1966-67)
Truman Irving, USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Bill Isetts, RM2, USS Askari ARL-30 (07/66-08/67)
Francis Janssen, B Co. 93rd Const. Eng. (08/67-07/68)
David Jarczewski, C Co. 4th/47th Inf. 9th Div. (05/66-05/68)
Bradley Jenkins, HHSB 3rd/34th Arty & 2nd/47th Mech. 
(09/68-10/69)
Bruce Jensen, T-111-3 (1967-68)
Richard G. Jensen, A & E Cos 3rd/60th Inf. (12/66-11/67)
Duane Johnson, 15th Combat Engineers (06/67-06/68)
J. R. Johnson, Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Gerald Johnston, USS Nye County LST-1067 (01/66-01/67)
David R. Jones, Riv. 11 Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)
Frank Jones, RivDiv 152 T-48 Boat Captain (07/69-07/70)
Richard L Jones, USS Tutula ARG-4 (06/71-12/71)
Edward Jordan, RivRon 15 T-152-4/T-44 (08/68-08/69)
Jerry “Hollywood” Kawecki, B Co. 3rd/47th 9th Inf. (07/68-
12/68)
Dane Keller, RivDiv 532 PBR 121 (05/69-05/70)
Thomas Kelley, USN (Ret) RAS 9 & RivDiv 152 (08/68-
06/69)

Timothy J. Kelly, C-3 2nd/47th (Mech.) (06/68-06/69)
Michael Knowlton, YRBM-18 (01/68-01/69)
Gary L. Knox, RivRon. 9 A-91-8 (01/68-06/70)
Larry Koltz, Command Flotilla-1 Task Force 117 Div. 91 ATC 
91-10 (09/66-06/70)
LTC. Nick Laiacona, USA (Ret.) C Co. 3rd/60th Inf. (1968-
69)
Jerry Lippincott, IUWG-1, LCM-877 (06/70-05/71)
James Long Sr., ComRivFlot One Staff (11/67-11/68)
**Naval Advisory Group
James Lowe, APL-26 (05/68-05/69)
James H. MacDonald, B Co. 3rd/60th Inf. (11/67-03/68)
Robert Marburger, C Co. 2nd/60th Inf. (11/68-11/69)
Michael A. Marquez, A Co. 3rd Plt. 3rd/60th Inf. (07/68-
07/69)
Frank O. Martinolich, A. Co 3rd/60th 9th Inf. Div. (03/68-
03/69)
James Masters, USS Askari ARL-30 (09/69-08/70)
Vincent Matura, RivRon 152 (10/69-07/70) “Suffolk 24”
Paul A. Mayne, YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Randall McComas, E Co.15th Combat Eng. (10/68-08/69)
Cratis McLaughlin, D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf. Div. (09/68-07/69)
Cyril “Bud” McQuillan, Jr. E Co. 2nd/39th HHC (0268-02/69)
Adam Metts, T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
Nick Miller, COS RivDiv 152 (07/68-06/69)
Rick Miller, B-2 4th/39th Infantry (12/67-12/68)
Nickola Mitschkowetz, BM2 APL-30 (11/68-11/69)
Capt. Lawrence K. Monahan, USNR (Ret.) YRBM-20 
(1970-71)
A. R. “Monti” Montillo, B Co. 3rd/60th Inf. (04/68-09/68)
Joe Moore, USS Colleton APB-36 (10/66-08/67)
J. Russell and Alice Moore, T-91-5, (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran, B Co 4th/47th Inf. (11/6710/68)
Thanks Artillery
Daryl Newelll, USS Benewah APB-35, 4/70-2/71
James Noyes, C Btry. 3rd/34th Arty (06/67-06/68)
Gary O’Brien, MM3 USS Mercer APB-39 (04/68-12/69)
AL-B does researches George R. O’Connell USS Terrell Cty. 
LST-1157
Christopher Olsen, T-131-8 (05/68-05/69) 
Charles Ostrov, HHC 2nd/47th Mech. Inf. (01/68-12/68)
John Oxley, Recon E Co 3rd/47th Inf. (11/65-11/67)
Ed Paananen, HQ 3rd/47th 9th Inf. (05/66-06/68)
BM3 Charles C. Page, USS White River LSMR-536 (04/69-
05/70)
Capt. Jerry Pape, USN (Ret) Staff COMRIVFLOT ONE 
(01/68-12/68)
John Wayne Parrish Jr., Co. A 4th/47th Inf. (01/68-01/69)
Dwayne Parsons, M-111-1 (Zippo 1) (11/67-11/68)
Kurt I. Patton, Mike 5 and T-37 (11/69-11/70)
Anthony L. Perez, USS Iredell County LST-839 (11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry, T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips, D Co. 15th Combat Engineers 9th 
Inf. (08/68-06/69)
BM1 W. R. Posey, Craft Master YTB-785 1967-68 1970-71

Bill Posson, USS Hampshire County LST-819 (1969-1970)
Paul Ray, M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
David Raybell, Monitor 111-3 (11/66-02/68)
CAPT William Renton, USS Askari ARL-30 (10/68-09/69)
Bill & Donna Robinson, CO USS Mark AKL-12 (06/70-
05/71)
Larry Roche, A-152-2 (10/68-07/69)
Jerry Ross, T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Pieter A. Ruig, 3rd/47th 9th Inf. Div, (12/67-07/68)
Loren Salzman, E Co. 4th/47th, (12/67-12/68)
Billy Sanders, Rivron 11 RAD 112 T-112-1 & CCB-112-1 
Vietnam1967, Plankowner.
Norman Saunders, B Co. 3rd/39th Inf. (01/69-08/69)
Duane Schinn, Z-111-7 and M-111-2 (12/67-06/68)
Robert “Bob” and Betty A. Schrader, D Co. 9th Med BN 
(07/68-07/69)
F. George Schuster, LTJG USS Indra ARL-37 (1968-69)
COL Sam Schutte, Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (03/66-12/67)
George Schwemmer, C Co. 6th/31st Inf. (1968-69)
Thomas D. Scott, USS Colleton APB-36 (12/66-04/68)
Jerry Shearer, C Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (04/67-04/68)
Joseph W. Shedlock, A-152-4 (10/68-07/69)
CDR William D. Shutters, USN (Ret) Boat Captain T-111-1 
(9/67-8/68)
John Smith, B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69) for all Riverines
Marc Spilberg, 4th/47th Inf. (01-68-01/69)
Chet “Gunner” Stanley, C-111-1 and M-111-3 (1966-68)
Thomas Stuart, USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
John Sturtz, T-151-9 (06/68-06/69)
Bryan Swisher, B Co. 3rd/47th Inf. (12/68-6/69)
Albert L. Taylor, RivDiv 93 R-92-1 (11/68-6/69)
Bernard Thewes, EN3, USS Askari (ARL-30) 01/69-01/70
Charles Thompson, 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman, T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Joseph J. Trovato, 3rd/60th 9th Infantry (06/67-06/68)
Milton Turnage, M-151-1 (07/68-06/69)
Roger Valentine, USS Askari ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
GMGI Ricky Vice USN (Ret.), T-131-7 (03/68-05/69) & NAG 
(01/71-06/72)
David J. Vicknair, USS Washtenaw CountyLST-1166 (1968-
1970)
Ron Wallace, B Co. 3rd Plat 3rd/47th Inf. (05/66-08/67)
Hank and Becky Washburn, USS Colleton APB-36 (01/67-
09/68)
Bill Weidman, T-111-12 (02/67-0268)
David H. White, USN (Ret), USS Satyr ARL-23 (08/69-08/70)
Wm. “Whit” Whitworth Lighthorse, 5D Troop 3rd/5th Cav 
(9th Inf. Div.) (03/68-04/69)
Rhett Wise, A Co. 3rd/47th Inf. (03/67-04/68)
Jeffrey L. Withers, RivRon 11 A-112-8 and M-112-12 
(06/68-06/69)
William H. Ziebarth, 9th Signal 3rd/34 Arty (05/66-12/67)
James Zieminski, EN2 Boat Captain RivDiv. 153 ASPB 6854 
(04/69-04/70)
Robert Zimmer, XO USS Mercer APB-39 (02/68-07/69)
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