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Message from the Radio Shack            

I am just recovering from the reunion as I write this. It’s a big job but we like to see everyone getting 
together with their buddies and having a good time! Although we had some hotel issues, there were many 
comments that this was the best reunion ever. The live entertainment and site-seeing were right at the top 
of the list. 

Terry Sater will be using this issue to recap the reunion for you. We had a large attendance. 721 to be 
exact. This was a surprise to Frank Jones and myself. There were many last minute, on-site sign ups.  

I can’t say enough about the team that makes this reunion happen. We have the best worker bees that you 
could ever put together. We had two trailers to unload and reload, the long hours of Gear Locker Sales, 
registration, ticket sales……. on and on,. It’s a lot of work. 

We are already looking towards where and when we will have our next reunion in 2021. We have already 
made the decision to move it away from Labor Day weekend. That was a past tradition based on people 
working and getting a three-day holiday. As we are all retirement age now (and then some), we are 
looking at our options to move it out a week later, and maybe choose weekdays rather than weekends. 
Some of you have mentioned different cities, but we must keep in mind both airport capacity and driving 
distances. Also mentioned to me was an off year, “Gathering of the Troops” in San Diego. I will look to 
try to organize that for next September. We have a smaller group usually attend these in the past, but they 
have been fun. 

Have a great fall season and we hope you enjoy this “Reunion” issue. 

Harry Hahn, President,  

SparksRivRon13@aol.com 

Message from Frank Jones 

MRFA Treasurer/                                                                                                                          
Membership Chairman/Reunion Coordinator 
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Hello from the 
Radio Shack:
 
We have a lot 
happening in 
the MRFA. Let 
me get started!

We just com-
pleted a mini 
reunion in 

Coronado. What a great time and 
success it was. Two highlights were 
the trip to the Vietnam Unit Memori-
al, on the US Navy Amphibious base, 
and the Swift Boat rides. We had 190 
people at the reunion, which makes 
it the largest San Diego mini-reunion 
ever.

This September, Minnesota dedicat-
ed it’s Medal of Honor Memorial 
at the state capital, in St. Paul. The 
MRFA was there with our Memorial 
trailer, and along with me, we were 
well represented with Frank Jones, 
our Treasurer, Charlie Ardinger, 
and Bruce Graff, Board Members. 
Georgie Ardinger provided her great 
assistance in setting up and tearing 
down along with “Georgie” guidance.  
Tom Kelley, US Navy Captain, and 
Medal of Honor recipient from River 
Division 15, was the guest speaker at 
the event. There were four MOH re-
cipients at the event. This was the last 
showing of our Museum Trailer on 
the road. It will now take up perma-

Memories of the 2022 
Coronado Mini-Reunion!

   

Don Blankenship, Harry Hahn, and Tom Kelly

Lastly, we will now set our sights on next year’s reunion. The dates are Sept. 14-15-16 at the St. Louis 
Westport Sheraton Chalet. This is where we had it in 2021 and it was a great venue. Complete 
information is included in this newsletter.  

Although we were disappointed that the Documentary was not available this fall, due to a slow down by 
COVID, the Arballos have promised me that the reunion next year will air a full showing of the 
documentary, in St. Louis!!   

Harry Hahn, President, SparksRivRon13@aol.com 
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Minnesota Medal of Honor Memorial
The State of Minnesota is honoring 
their Medal of Honor recipients by 
erecting a memorial on the capital 
grounds in St. Paul. The dedication 
ceremony took place on September 
22, 2022. It was attended by many 
state officials, including the Gover-
nor and Lt. Governor.  Our Medal 
of Honor recipient and past Medal 
of Honor Society President, Tom 
Kelley, was a guest speaker. The MRFA contributed to the Memorial in honor of the 
MRF eleven Medal of Honor recipients as it was jointly funded by state and private 
funds. The MRFA Memorial Museum was present, and was open for viewing for the 
attendees. This was the last official road stop for the museum as it now has its per-
manent home in the Russell Road Military Museum in Zion, Illinois. Your President, 
Harry Hahn, and Treasurer, Frank Jones, were invited as guests to the VIP dinner 
preceding the event. They also attended the paddle boat dinner tour the evening 
after the dedication. The MRFA was well represented by River Rats, at these events, 
which, in addition to MRFA Board members, included Dave and Robyn Schell, and 
Harley and Sue Timmerman.

The State of Minnesota is honoring their Medal of Honor recipients by erecting a memorial on the capital 
grounds in St. Paul. The dedication ceremony took place on September 22, 2022. It was attended by many 
state officials, including the Governor and Lt. Governor.  Our Medal of Honor recipient and past Medal of 
Honor Society President, Tom Kelley, was a guest speaker. The MRFA contributed to the Memorial in 
honor of the MRF eleven Medal of Honor recipients as it was jointly funded by state and private funds. 
The MRFA Memorial Museum was present, and was open for viewing for the attendees. This was the last 
official road stop for the museum as it now has its permanent home in the Russell Road Military Museum 
in Zion, Illinois. Your President, Harry Hahn, and Treasurer, Frank Jones, were invited as guests to the 
VIP dinner preceding the event. They also attended the paddle boat dinner tour the evening after the 
dedication. The MRFA was well represented by River Rats, at these events, which, in addition to MRFA 
Board members, included Dave and Robyn Schell, and Harley and Sue Timmerman. 

Start planning now for the 2023 MRFA Reunion in St. Louis, Missouri!  Check-in will be from 
9:00am to 5:00pm on Thursday 9-14-23 and 9:00am to 1:00pm, on Friday 9-15-23. You will be able to 
start making reservations on Oct. 1, 2022. The number to call for reservations is 888-627-7066 Monday 
thru Friday.  

Please make sure to reference the MRFA (Mobile Riverine Force Association) when making your 
reservation. The cutoff date for reservations is Aug. 23, 2023. The room rate for all rooms is $139. All 
registered guests will receive a breakfast buffet every morning at the hotel. As this is included with the 
room.  It is only available for registered guests, for free. 
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Mobile Riverine Force Association
Membership Application Form

 New Member     Associate Member    Renewal    Sponsor
 Donation     CCB-18     Mobile Museum 
 Change of address below.
 

NEWSLETTER DELIVERY
 Postal Delivery     Go Green with Email

Name ___________________________________________________

Street ___________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________

State __________________ Zip Code _________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Cell  _____________________________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________________

 WW-II     Korea    Vietnam

 Army Member
   Unit (Division, Brigade, Battalion, Company, Platoon, Battery)
       _____________________________________________________
 Navy Member
   Unit (Ship, Boat Hull Numbers, Navy Activity/Detachment, etc.)
       _____________________________________________________

Dates Served in Unit (mm/yr - mm/yr) __________  to __________

MEMBERSHIP RATES DONATION
 1 Year $20     3 Years $50  ____________________

To become a member, mail your check or money order  
(payable To MRFA) to Frank Jones, MRFA Membership Chairman, 9 San 

Marino Pkwy, Fenton, MO 63026-7513

River Currents Staff
Editor Terry Sater

Copy Editor Georginia Ardinger
Graphic Artist Robin Bartell

2019 Reunion Plan Of The Day
Thursday August 29

Start Time End Time Event Location Comments

0900 1700 Registration Conference Center 
Lobby

Register here first before attending 
any events. You must have your 

ID badge on to enter events.

0700 2100 Main Hall OPEN Conference Center Hall is open for coffee and donuts, 
beer and meet all your friends

0900 1700 MRFA Mobile 
Museum OPEN

Outside Conference 
Center

MRFA Trailer with all the KIA listed 
on sides of trailer, plus pictures 

and memorabilia

0900 ??? Individual Unit 
Rooms OPEN

Conference Center Individual Unit Rooms and MRFA 
Museum Room Open

Friday August 30
Start Time End Time Event Location Comments

0700 2100 Main Hall Conference Center Hall is open for coffee and donuts, 
beer and meet all your friends

0900 1700 MRFA Mobile 
Museum OPEN

Outside Conference 
Center

MRFA Trailer with all the KIA listed 
on sides of trailer, plus pictures 

and memorabilia

0900 ??? Individual Unit 
Rooms OPEN

Conference Center Individual Unit Rooms and MRFA 
Museum Room Open

0800 1700 Registration Conference Center 
Lobby

0900 1900 Free Bus Service Outside Conference 
Center

Free Bus Transportation to 
Opryland, Mall and Downtown 
(runs every hour). See below

1100 1500 BBQ Lunch Outside Patio This is a pay your own event

1930 2200 Entertainment: 
Sailor Jerri

Main Room

Saturday August 31
Start Time End Time Event Location Comments

0700 2100 Main Hall Conference Center Hall is open for coffee and donuts, 
beer and meet all your friends

0800 1600 MRFA Mobile 
Museum Trailer

Outside Conference 
Center

MRFA Trailer with all the KIA listed 
on sides of trailer, plus pictures 

and memorabilia

0900 ??? Individual Unit 
Rooms OPEN

Conference Center Individual Unit Rooms and MRFA 
Museum Room Open

0800 0900 Late Registration Conference Center 
Lobby

0900 1100 Memorial Service 
and Presentation 
of MRF Medal of 
Honor recipients

Conference Center 
Main Room

1100 1500 BBQ Lunch Outside Patio This is a pay your own event

1900 1930 Saturday Night 
in Music City USA; 
Entertainment by 
Country Music 

Singer, Brian Huff

Conference Center 
Main Room

Welcome from Stan Melton ATC 
91-5

1945 2200 Grand Ole Opry 
performers; Mike 

Snider Group

Main Room

Music City Tours
Free Friday Transportation: While at-

tending the reunion, you can see why Nash-
ville has been declared the “‘It’ City” by 
the New York Times and about 100 people 
move there every day. We have arranged 
for an ADA accessible bus to transport our 
guests to the Opryland area that includes 
stops at the Grand Ole Opry, Opry Mills Mall 
and General Jackson Riverboat tour. The 
bus will run hourly from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
only on Friday. Our hotel also has a small 
shuttle every half hour to downtown from 
8 a.m. till 10 p.m. every day.

Pay to see Tour: Additionally, Flair tours 
will run 3-hour sight-seeing tours from 2 
to 5 p.m. both Friday and Saturday for $35 
per person. Places such as the Tennessee 
Titans and Nashville Predators & Sounds 
stadiums, homes of some of the music and 
movie stars, Natchez Trace parkway and 
bridge, Andrew Jackson Hermitage, State 
Capital, Vanderbilt University, famous 
Music Row where Elvis recorded, Printers 
Alley, Belle Meade Plantation, Johnny Cash 
Museum, Tootsie’s Orchid Lounge, and the 
Wild Horse Saloon. Pre-register for these 
tours directly with Flair Tours at 615-361-
3737. They may have a representative in 
the lobby.

 ★
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only go to seed about every 4 to 7 years. As kids, 
we would go out and pick them with our parents 
and grandparents. I was craving them and I told 
one of my sisters in one of my letters, so a few 
weeks later, I got them in a care package.”

Several guys mentioned getting “Playboy” 
magazines. I received one myself from my girl-
friend, Judi. Before she sent it, she and my sister, 
Judy, went through it and put swim suits on every 
single picture (even cartoons), with a Magic 
Marker. All the guys on our boat were mad at ME!

Gene Richardson said he received a Play-
boy from his mother. “My wonderful Methodist 
mother. What a shock. It was so out of charac-
ter on her part, but very welcome by my whole 
platoon.”

Gary Grahn got a BOX of Playboys from an old 
high school buddy.

Jerry Hammel’s grandpa had drug stores. Jerry 
scored a package of condoms and Playboys.

Billy Two Feathers snagged one of the more 
“unusual” care packages. His brother’s “hippie 
girlfriend” sent him some “special ingredient” 
brownies, for his 19th birthday. “Even the first 
shirt liked them. He had two!” The “special in-
gredient” was easily available in Vietnam, but 
you know what they say about how “the grass is 
always greener,” or something…..

Some of the packages were a little more “edgy.” 
Daniel Seidenberg received a Marine combat 
knife. Craig R. Smolinski got a Case pocket knife 
from his sister, which he still has.

Ken House was gifted a Colt 25 auto for his 
back pocket. Col. Monte G. Euler got a .38 caliber 
pistol.

Several guys received Jiffy Pop, popcorn, in-
cluding Carl J. Kramer, Jerry Smith, Walter Lee, 
and Mike Boylen, of B Company, 3/47. They all 
heated it up using C-4, with mixed results. Jerry 
Smith said they heated it with C-4 in a C ration 
can, but “It burned so hot, it just melted all the 
popcorn kernels.” The other guys apparently had 
better luck.

Harless W. White received “a green wool 
sweater.” John Patrick Descoteaux got an olive 
drab Air Force uniform, to replace his polyester 
greens. Frank Jones received many pairs of tire 
tread sandals and wide leather watch bands.

Cliff Mulder received the heartwarming gift of 
a small heater for the monsoon season.

Joe Rosner received mosquito repellent, which 
was ALWAYS in need in the Mekong Delta!

Dale C. Simpson’s family sent him a yellow, 
orange and green stuffed duck. One morning, 

Dale’s hootch took a 122 shell, leaving the hootch 
in shambles, but his duck survived, unscathed.

A third grade class in Seattle sent Ken Bago 
thirty letters.

There were touching, sweet stories of care 
packages. Pat Hartley’s wife sent him the igni-
tion key for a new car she bought. She didn’t let 
anyone else use the ash tray until Pat got home, 
almost a year later. John Turner’s girlfriend, who 
is now his wife of 49 years, wrote to him several 
times a week and sent him care packages three 
to four times a month. She usually sent banana 
nut bread and dozens of cookies. His buddies al-
ways circled around him at “mail call.”

Steve Hopper received fudge that his mother 
made for the family, for as long as he could re-
member. He and two of his brothers served in 
Vietnam, and she sent her fudge to all three of 
them. She renamed her recipe, “Overseas Fudge.” 
His family still calls it that, today. She would pack 
it in popcorn and it was still creamy and good 
when it arrived. They still make her fudge every 
year,at Christmas.

Mike McCann’s mom sent him crayons and col-
oring books to give to the Vietnamese children.

William Marlow got a package of toy 
cowboys and Indians to give away to the 
local kids, when they were on outpost 
duty, like guarding bridges or MedCaps. 
As he recalls, few of them made it to kids, 
because Tiger Scouts found them in his 
gear while they were on their way to the 
outpost and quickly had them out of the 
bags. The Tiger Scouts played with them 
on the deck of the Tango boat.

Bruce Peters got his wedding ring sent 
to him, buried in fudge. It wasn’t accom-
panied with a “Dear John” letter; quite 
the contrary. Bruce had been told that the guys 
shouldn’t wear rings, watches, or other jewel-
ry in the field, so Bruce left all of that at home. 
When he arrived in Vietnam and saw guys walk-
ing around “looking like Mr. T.” He wrote to her 
and told her to send it to him. “She ‘hid’ it in a 
coffee can full of fudge. What a mess when it ar-
rived! She did ensure the coffee can's contents 
for $100.00, what she had paid for the ring. We 
were within a day of putting in an insurance 
claim when it arrived, all beat up but after eat-
ing all the fudge, using my three middle fingers 
to scoop it out, there was the ring still wearing it 
50 years later.”

Huston Johnson got a package from someone 
that was simply meant for someone serving in 
Vietnam. He sent a letter back to let them know 
he received their package. From then on, and for 

every week, he got a box of cookies, a cake, or 
cupcakes.

Louis Dominguez’s mother would record 
“Laugh-In,” every week and send him the tape 
reel. Out in the mud, most of the time meant that 
it would sometimes be a while before he could 
find a portable tape machine to play it back.

Jack Miller’s sister sent him nylons to give to 
the nurses for special treatment when he was in 
the hospital. Jack says that it worked. “They loved 
them.”

Ken Hogan told us, “My mother sent me an 
American flag that our Congressman had flown 
over the Nation’s capital and the Illinois State 
House. It flew on two boats, in-country, and 
now on my houseboat, 50 years later. A gift from 
home, then and now, is a symbol of all of our 
Brother’s sacrifices.”

The underlying message of all of these care 
packages is that despite the fact that some, back 
in the states thought badly of those of us who 
served in Vietnam, we had loved ones, friends, 
and family that not only loved us, but showed 
it in their letters and packages. We need to re-

member them and forget the haters. If you have 
stories about the care packages you received, we 
would like to hear them! Please send to terry.
s8er@yahoo.com!   ★

BECAUSE THEY CARED 
Continued from previous page

The Vietnam Veterans of America 
magazine has reported that Retired 
US Air Force Master Sgt. James Tiley 
Williams died, December 19, 2018, 
in Corriganville, Maryland, at age 84. 
Williams may have been one of the 
country’s most recognized Vietnam 
War veterans. Sometimes known as 
“The Man at The Wall,” he posed for 
the artist Lee Teter as a businessman 
visiting the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial. As “The VVA” veteran” magazine 
reported it, “The result was the iconic 

painting, Reflections, in which Wil-
liams is pictured deep in thought, his 
head bowed, and with one hand on 
The Wall.”

As a former businessman who has 
visited The Wall three times, this 
painting meant a great deal to me. 
I have print #2997 hanging in my 
“Man Cave.”

The magazine reports that Teter 
licensed the rights to “Reflections” to 
Chapter 172 of the Vietnam Veterans 
of America.  ★

Reflections artist has died

The Mobile Riverine Force 
and 9th Infantry Division 

Vietnam Page. After you send 
a request to join the group, 
Bob Pries will approve your 

request to join the group.

Your membership 
expiration date is 
printed on your 

River Currents just 
above your name 

and address.

Message From The Radio Shack
continued from page 1

nent residence in the Russell Road Military Museum, Kenosha, WI where you can 
visit it anytime the museum is open.

November 11th, Veter-
ans Day, will be the vis-
it to the wall by MRFA 
members. Doc Pries 
will be organizing this 
as he has done every 
year. Complete infor-
mation is available on 
our web page, including 
hotel reservation information.
Lastly, we will now set our sights on next year’s reunion. The dates are Sept. 14-
15-16 at the St. Louis Westport Sheraton Chalet. This is where we had it in 2021 
and it was a great venue. Complete information is included in this newsletter. 
Although we were disappointed that the Documentary was not available this fall, 
due to a slow down by COVID, the Arballos have promised me that the reunion 
next year will air a full showing of the documentary, in St. Louis!!
  
Harry Hahn, President, SparksRivRon13@aol.com

Hello from the Radio Shack:  

We have a lot happening in the MRFA. Let me get started! 

We just completed a mini reunion in Coronado. What a great time and success it was. Two highlights 
were the trip to the Vietnam Unit Memorial, on the US Navy Amphibious base, and the Swift Boat rides. 
We had 190 people at the reunion, which makes it the largest San Diego mini-reunion ever. 

This September, Minnesota dedicated it’s Medal of Honor Memorial at the state capital, in St. Paul. The 
MRFA was there with our Memorial trailer, and along with me, we were well represented with Frank 
Jones, our Treasurer, Charlie Ardinger, and Bruce Graff, Board Members. Georgie Ardinger provided her 
great assistance in setting up and tearing down along with “Georgie” guidance.  Tom Kelley, US Navy 
Captain, and Medal of Honor recipient from River Division 15, was the guest speaker at the event. There 
were four MOH recipients at the event. This was the last showing of our Museum Trailer on the road. It 
will now take up permanent residence in the Russell Road Military Museum, Kenosha, WI where you can 
visit it anytime the museum is open. 

 

November 11th, Veterans Day, will be the visit to the wall by MRFA members. Doc Pries will be 
organizing this as he has done every year. Complete information is available on our web page, including 
hotel reservation information. 

Veterans Day 2022 - 
Washington, D.C.

The MRFA and 9th Infantry Division will be placing wreaths at the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C., on Veterans 
Day, Friday, November 11, 
2022. We will be gathering 
at the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial at 8:30 A.M. on 
the 11th and proceed to 
The Wall at 9:00 A.M.

The Arlington Court 
Suites, a Clarion Collection 

Hotel, is located at 1200 N Courthouse Rd, Arlington, Virginia 22201.  More infor-
mation is available at http://www.arlingtoncourthotel.com/

The MRFA and 9th Infantry Division will have a hospitality room available on 
November 8th - 11th.

Come join us as we honor our fallen Brothers on Veterans Day 2022.
We look forward to seeing you in D.C.

For more information, you may contact:
Bob (Doc) Pries, Vice President 
Phone: (513) 659-4974
Email:  pries247@gmail.com

The hotel will run a free daily shuttle service to and from the airport. The shuttle stops at both terminals at 
the hotel shuttle pickup zone, every half hour. (5:30am to 11:00pm daily) This regular airport shuttle is 
not ADA approved. A flight form is included here for those who need an ADA approved shuttle for 
airport transportation. Please send the ADA flight form to Frank Jones. 

We have also arranged for an ADA accessible shuttle bus to transport our guests to pre-arranged locations 
downtown and a shopping mall. The bus will run Friday 10:00am, to 4:00pm, and Saturday 1:00pm, to 
5:00 pm.  

The hotel is pet friendly. A $50 one-time cleaning fee is required. Service dogs are allowed at no charge. 

There are plenty of restaurants both on and off property for lunches, and dinners. 

The hotel parking is free. RV parking is allowed on the outer edges of the parking lot in the designated 
area only for registered guests. No AC power is provided. 

Questions, contact Frank Jones at 314-303-2730, or mrfatango48@gmail.com 

 

2023 Flight Form.pdf

 

((Insert red square; “Your membership expiration date is printed on your River Currents just 
above your name and address. 

(Insert “Like us on Facebook) 

(Insert MRFA Membership application form) 

The MRFA and 9th Infantry Division will be placing wreaths at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, D.C., on Veterans Day, Friday, November 11, 2022. We will be gathering at the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial at 8:30 A.M. on the 11th and proceed to The Wall at 9:00 A.M. 

The Arlington Court Suites, a Clarion Collection Hotel, is located at 1200 N Courthouse Rd, Arlington, 
Virginia 22201.  More information is available at http://www.arlingtoncourthotel.com/ 
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By Mike Harris
I fought my own personal battles with the 
VA from 1977 to the late 1990’s. Unfor-
tunately, there were a lot of veterans from 
the two previous wars who ran the VA 
system. Many viewed our generation as 
undeserving because ours was not a real 
“war”. I beg to differ as we all do. That 
began to change in the late 90’s when they 
began passing away or retiring. It was 
then that the VA began paying more atten-
tion to us Vietnam era veterans.

In 1986 I got shafted by the VA. I had 
finally chosen to be free of alcohol in 
1976. After a few years of struggling with 
recreational drugs, I quit them as well. In 
1986 I had just married for the first time 
in my life. A month later the VA scheduled 
a re-evaluation for my PTSD. I met with 
a psychiatrist. Not too long into the exam 
he asked me, “When are you going to quit 
sponging off the government Mr. Harris?” 
If I had not been a young Christian I may 
have leaped over the desk and hurt him. 
This man had immigrated from Egypt. 
I gathered myself and said, “You came 
to my country to ask me this question? I 
don’t need you!” and walked out of the 
exam. Later VA dropped me from 30% to 
10% because I was married and perhaps 
due to the fact that I didn’t attack the ex-
aminer. Years later I filed a claim against 
the VA claiming Clear & Unmistakable 
Error (CUE). The claim went back to the 
Board of Veterans Appeals (BVA) and I 
was awarded all of my back pay. 

I am relaying this personal story to help 
you understand that the VA abuse caused 
me to fight not only for myself, but for 
my fellow veterans. At first, I functioned 
as what I call a “Rogue Advocate”.  I had 
a deep passion to go to battle with the VA 
system. For a few years I indirectly ad-
vocated for my veterans by preparing all 
of their paperwork and forms as a sort of 
ghost writer. As I learned the VA system, 
I began to win small skirmishes and then 
larger battles. It was so very gratifying 
to see my veterans receive the EARNED 
benefits due them. 

Getting the benefits you need and deserve 
from the Veterans Administration!

In 2006 I became an accredited Veter-
an Service Representative (VSR) with 
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA). The 
position is different than a Veteran Service 
Officer (VSO) who is more highly trained. 
I concentrated on the VA claim process 
and continued winning more claims for 
my vets.

An advocate must learn how VA uses key 
wording. If VA does not see these state-
ments, then a veteran can have his claim 
denied. One is: “It is as least likely as not 
that the veteran’s disability was incurred 
in service.” This sways the pendulum in 
favor of the veteran.

I would like to make some points from my 
personal experiences:

1) Do not use excuses like: “I don’t 
deserve it” or “someone else deserves 
it more” or “It’s not that important this 
late in life.” VA must act to provide ALL 
veterans with the EARNED benefits that 
are due them. If you don’t want to pursue 
a claim or claims for yourself, then do 
it for your spouse, your children or your 
grandchildren.

2) Utilize a VSR or VSO to assist you in 
the process. The best way to find a good 
one is to ask around the veteran commu-
nity. They will know the “go to” person. 
If for some reason you do not feel that the 
individual is representing you properly 
then revoke their limited Power of Attor-
ney and find a new advocate who cares 
about you and your claims.

3) Be careful when listening to what other 
veterans say is the truth. Rumors can pre-
vail in the community. You need to hear it 

from someone who is qualified to provide 
the correct answers.

4) If you do not agree with a VA decision 
then appeal it. You would not believe how 
many claims I won on appeal. Don’t take 
“no” for an answer unless it is obvious. 

5) Look out for your spouse in the process. 
He/she is your “dependent”. Same with 
younger veterans with children. If you end 
up rated 100% disabled then he/she will 
most likely receive healthcare and mone-
tary benefits before and after you pass.

6) It is never too late to file if you feel 
that your disability is related to service 
(service-connected). Also, if you are rated 
service-connected and your disability 
worsens, then you can re-open your claim 
for a higher benefit.

7) A veteran does not have to be rated a 
Schedular 100% to earn compensation and 
benefits. There is also a benefit titled Total 
Disability due to Individual Unemploy-
ability (TDIU). This is when a veteran’s 
disability affects him/her to the point of 
not being able to secure “Substantial Gain-
ful Employment”.

8) VA continues to add to the “Presump-
tive” conditions for Agent Orange. If 
you suffer from any of them and served 
in-country Vietnam or at other duty 
stations where they sprayed the chemical 
then by all means file a claim. 
Here is a link to the “Presumptive” list: 
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/expo-
sures/agentorange/conditions/

Here is a link on “How to File a VA 
Claim”:  https://www.va.gov/disability/
how-to-file-claim/

If you want to request your personal mil-
itary records then visit this site:  https://
www.archives.gov/veterans

The MRFA and 9th Infantry Division will have a hospitality room available on November 8th - 11th. 

Come join us as we honor our fallen Brothers on Veterans Day 2022. 

We look forward to seeing you in D.C. 

For more information, you may contact: 

Bob (Doc) Pries, Vice President  

Phone: (513) 659-4974 

Email:  pries247@gmail.com 

(Insert bumper sticker, coin and hat pin page of MRFA Gear Locker} 

https://www.mrfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/MRFAGearLocker2022WEBCORRECT082622-2.pdf 

 

 

By Mike Harris 

I fought my own personal battles with the VA from 1977 to the late 1990’s. Unfortunately, there were a 
lot of veterans from the two previous wars who ran the VA system. Many viewed our generation as 
undeserving because ours was not a real “war”. I beg to differ as we all do. That began to change in the 
late 90’s when they began passing away or retiring. It was then that the VA began paying more attention 
to us Vietnam era veterans. 

In 1986 I got shafted by the VA. I had finally chosen to be free of alcohol in 1976. After a few years of 
struggling with recreational drugs, I quit them as well. In 1986 I had just married for the first time in my 
life. A month later the VA scheduled a re-evaluation for my PTSD. I met with a psychiatrist. Not too long 
into the exam he asked me, “When are you going to quit sponging off the government Mr. Harris?” If I 
had not been a young Christian I may have leaped over the desk and hurt him. This man had immigrated 
from Egypt. I gathered myself and said, “You came to my country to ask me this question? I don’t need 
you!” and walked out of the exam. Later VA dropped me from 30% to 10% because I was married and 
perhaps due to the fact that I didn’t attack the examiner. Years later I filed a claim against the VA 
claiming Clear & Unmistakable Error (CUE). The claim went back to the Board of Veterans Appeals 
(BVA) and I was awarded all of my back pay.  

I am relaying this personal story to help you understand that the VA abuse caused me to fight not only for 
myself, but for my fellow veterans. At first, I functioned as what I call a “Rogue Advocate”.  I had a deep 

Continued on page 6
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2023 MRFA & 9th Infantry Division 
Reunion 9/14/23 TO 9/16/23

Registration Form
(PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY)
Must be received by 9/1/2023

 City  State 
_____________________  ________ 

  City  State 
_____________________  ________ 

         _____________________  ________ 
_____________________  ________ 

Name(s): Spouse/Girlfriend or 1st Guest     
_______________________________________

Name(s): Additional Guest(s) 
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________  

Send my registration form to me by e-mail Yes   □ No   □ □ 

$______________

Grand Total Enclosed

Registration includes member and 1 guest  (Does not cover lodging, food or drinks)      

 -…-   - -    -…-    -    -   - -…-    - -    - -…-    - -    - -…-    - -    - -…-   -     --……--

Note: You will still have to check in at the registration desk to receive your name tag.            
There will be no admission to MAIN ROOM or hospitality rooms without your 
lanyard/name tag. NO EXCEPTIONS! REGISTRATION WILL BE OPEN ON 
THURSDAY, SEPT. 14, 9AM TO 5PM AND FRIDAY, SEPT. 15, 9 AM TO 1PM. 

ONLY SEND THE FLIGHT FORM IF YOU NEED ADA TRANSPORTATION!
Please fill out the 2023 MRFA Reunion Flight Form and send to Frank Jones

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

Unit in Vietnam (one unit only) _______________________     Dates ________________

Street ____________________________________________________________________ 
City ______________________________________ State ________   Zip 
Phone _________________________       E-Mail _________________________________

$75 or $100

First reunion

MMRRFFAA  MMeemmbbeerr  RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  $$7755    NNoonnmmeemmbbeerr  RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  $$110000          
Late registration fee at the hotel for members Thursday and Friday 
only 1PM - 2PM : ($125) Non-Member ($150) Must pay by check NO 
CASH

Shuttle to Soldier's Memorial, Gateway Arch, St. Louis Aquarium/Wheel, West County Mall, and 
Hollywood Casino on a first come, first serve basis.

Please send this form with your check or money order payable to the MRFA. Mail to MRFA 2023 
Reunion, C/O Frank Jones, 9 San Marino Parkway, Fenton, MO 63026 before 9/1/2023.
Full refund for cancellations will be made until 9/1/23.  After this date NO REFUNDS WILL 
BE MADE
Returned checks will be charged a $25 processing fee.

$____________

Total number of other guest(s) _____ x $__25__ ea.  Guests under 12 are free        $    ___________
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Contact the Editor
If you have questions, stories, or comments for “River Currents,” 

please e-mail Terry Sater, at terry.s8er@yahoo.com  Not all stories 
can be published.  All must be family friendly. We want a good 

balance of Army and Navy stories, so please participate!

Start planning now 
for the 2023 MRFA 
Reunion in St. Louis, 
Missouri!  Check-in 
will be from 9:00am 
to 5:00pm on Thurs-
day 9-14-23 and 
9:00am to 1:00pm, on 
Friday 9-15-23. You 
will be able to start 

making reservations on Oct. 1, 2022. The number to call for reser-
vations is 888-627-7066 Monday thru Friday. 

Please make sure to reference the MRFA (Mobile Riverine Force 
Association) when making your reservation. The cutoff date for 
reservations is Aug. 23, 2023. The room rate for all rooms is 
$139. All registered guests will receive a breakfast buffet every 
morning at the hotel. As this is included with the room.  It is only 
available for registered guests, for free.

The hotel will run a free daily shuttle service to and from the air-
port. The shuttle stops at both terminals at the hotel shuttle pickup 
zone, every half hour. (5:30am to 11:00pm daily) This regular 
airport shuttle is not ADA approved. A flight form is included 
here for those who need an ADA approved shuttle for airport 
transportation. Please send the ADA flight form to Frank 
Jones.

We have also arranged for an ADA accessible shuttle bus to 
transport our guests to pre-arranged locations downtown and a 
shopping mall. The bus will run Friday 10:00am, to 4:00pm, and 
Saturday 1:00pm, to 5:00 pm. 

The hotel is pet friendly. A $50 one-time cleaning fee is required. 
Service dogs are allowed at no charge.

There are plenty of restaurants both on and off property for lunch-
es, and dinners.
The hotel parking is free. RV parking is allowed on the outer 
edges of the parking lot in the designated area only for registered 
guests. No AC power is provided.
Questions, contact Frank Jones at 314-303-2730, or mrfatan-
go48@gmail.com

MRFA 2023 Reunion
Sheraton Westport Chalet Hotel     

St. Louis, MO
Sept. 14-16, 2023

The State of Minnesota is honoring their Medal of Honor recipients by erecting a memorial on the capital 
grounds in St. Paul. The dedication ceremony took place on September 22, 2022. It was attended by many 
state officials, including the Governor and Lt. Governor.  Our Medal of Honor recipient and past Medal of 
Honor Society President, Tom Kelley, was a guest speaker. The MRFA contributed to the Memorial in 
honor of the MRF eleven Medal of Honor recipients as it was jointly funded by state and private funds. 
The MRFA Memorial Museum was present, and was open for viewing for the attendees. This was the last 
official road stop for the museum as it now has its permanent home in the Russell Road Military Museum 
in Zion, Illinois. Your President, Harry Hahn, and Treasurer, Frank Jones, were invited as guests to the 
VIP dinner preceding the event. They also attended the paddle boat dinner tour the evening after the 
dedication. The MRFA was well represented by River Rats, at these events, which, in addition to MRFA 
Board members, included Dave and Robyn Schell, and Harley and Sue Timmerman. 

Start planning now for the 2023 MRFA Reunion in St. Louis, Missouri!  Check-in will be from 
9:00am to 5:00pm on Thursday 9-14-23 and 9:00am to 1:00pm, on Friday 9-15-23. You will be able to 
start making reservations on Oct. 1, 2022. The number to call for reservations is 888-627-7066 Monday 
thru Friday.  

Please make sure to reference the MRFA (Mobile Riverine Force Association) when making your 
reservation. The cutoff date for reservations is Aug. 23, 2023. The room rate for all rooms is $139. All 
registered guests will receive a breakfast buffet every morning at the hotel. As this is included with the 
room.  It is only available for registered guests, for free. 

  Message From 
Arballo Entertainment

Hi there, 

Jeff and I sincerely hope that this brief note finds you 
and yours healthy, hopeful, and embracing the change 
of the seasons. 
 
A few weeks ago, we had the sincere honor and privi-
lege to have attended the MRF Reunion in Coronado.  
Words can’t describe how wonderful it was for us to 
share quality time and visit with familiar friends and to 
make some new friends as well.  These are the mo-
ments that make our hearts so very happy and leave us 
feeling grateful!

During the Reunion we also had the opportunity to cap-
ture many more stories on film, all of which will for-
ever be etched on our hearts and are such an important 
contribution to the documentary.  For those of you who 
have willingly sat in front of the camera and shared this 
part of your story with us, thank you!  We will hold true 
to our promise  we made and that is to protect, respect 
and care for your words.  I Thank you for entrusting us. 
Without individuals being willing to share their story 
with, sharing the story that we need to hear and what 
our Nation needs to learn, we simply would not have a 
film. So, it starts there first. 
 
As we approach the end of Production, we need to 
make a FINAL CALL for any FILM AND PHOTOS 
that you would like to contribute towards the produc-
tion. 
 
Additionally, we are still actively and urgently seeking 
CORPORATE SPONSORS!  If you own, work for 
or are a “friend of a friend” who you may feel has a 
shared interest in sharing the captivating stpry of the 
Mobile Riverine Force, please feel free to call us direct-
ly or direct them to us as we will answer all questions.  
In closing, we would like to thank each and every one 
of you that has offered your support and encourage-
ment, financial donations and contribution of film, 
photos and time. We are grateful and continue to Thank 
God for blessing us with the opportunity to get to know 
you and to embark on this mission with you. 
  
Take care, 
Jeff and Shannon Arballo 
Arballo Entertaiment 
1296 Avenida Fragata
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-809-4558

  Message From Arballo Entertainment 

 
Hi there,  

Jeff and I sincerely hope that this brief note finds you and yours healthy, hopeful, and embracing the 
change of the seasons.   

A few weeks ago, we had the sincere honor and privilege to have attended the MRF Reunion in 
Coronado.  Words can’t describe how wonderful it was for us to share quality time and visit with familiar 
friends and to make some new friends as well.  These are the moments that make our hearts so very happy 
and leave us feeling grateful! 

During the Reunion we also had the opportunity to capture many more stories on film, all of which will 
forever be etched on our hearts and are such an important contribution to the documentary.  For those of 
you who have willingly sat in front of the camera and shared this part of your story with us, thank you!  
We will hold true to our promise  we made and that is to protect, respect and care for your words.  I 
Thank you for entrusting us. Without individuals being willing to share their story with, sharing the story 
that we need to hear and what our Nation needs to learn, we simply would not have a film. So, it starts 
there first.   

As we approach the end of Production, we need to make a FINAL CALL for any FILM AND PHOTOS 
that you would like to contribute towards the production.   

Additionally, we are still actively and urgently seeking CORPORATE SPONSORS!  If you own, work 
for or are a "friend of a friend" who you may feel has a shared interest in sharing the captivating stpry of 
the Mobile Riverine Force, please feel free to call us directly or direct them to us as we will answer all 
questions.   

In closing, we would like to thank each and every one of you that has offered your support and 
encouragement, financial donations and contribution of film, photos and time. We are grateful and 
continue to Thank God for blessing us with the opportunity to get to know you and to embark on this 
mission with you.    

Take care,  

Jeff and Shannon Arballo  
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The VA is not real clear on what ad-
ditional benefits are available once a 
veteran is service-connected. Especially 
when one is rated 100% Scheduler or by 
TDIU. Through the years I kept adding 
to a couple of files that I kept updat-
ed. They dealt with “100% Benefits” 
and “Widow and Widower Benefits”. 
Neither is all inclusive, but they may 
provide you with some guidelines to 
follow. I would be willing to send the 
Word Files to anyone who would like 
to investigate them. Start a file for 
your spouse so things will be easier 
during his/her time of grief. Feel free 
to contact me at this email address: 
mekong152@99w.us

Don’t hesitate any longer…
Mike Harris

Tips From Other MRFA Members

James Wollner.  I have learned that 
the VA will give you almost everything 
BUT you must ask them.  The best thing 
you can do is take advantage of Veter-
an organizations like the DAV, VFW, 
American Legion, etc. I myself went 
through the DAV and let them fight for 
me with the VA, I ended up with 100%. 

Jerry Barney.  My advice is to never 
give up. Be persistent and if you can’t 
get a prompt answer don’t hesitate to 
get ahold of a different Veteran Service 
Officer even if you have to use one 
in a different County.  Bottom line, if 
you have filed for a disability &  been 
waiting for a long time without getting 
an answer go to your local Federal Con-
gressperson for help.

Ron Rutowski SGT US Army 2/60th 
Infantry 9th Infantry Division  67-68.  I 
have one simple answer, as a category 
one Purple Heart, SC veteran. 1) Get a 
very good service officer at the DAV or 
at a veterans organization rather than 
the VA. The main purpose of the VA 
is to administer veteran benefits, not 
represent veterans.  It’s not that the VA 

Getting the benefits
continued from page 3

doesn’t care about veterans. It’s just 
not their main responsibility. Interview 
your service officer and make sure they 
have years of experience representing 
Vietnam war veterans, and that their 
workload (is no too busy) to give you 
the time you deserve to make sure you 
get all the benefits you are entitled too.   
2) Most VA disability benefits are denied 
due to insufficient/incomplete  docu-
mentation presented to the VA. 

Ask your service officer to provide you 
with a printed disability form (pertaining 
to the disability to are claiming) so that 
you can take it to your non-VA doctor 
to fill out. This form will help the VA to 
fast track your claim. The service officer 
can also give you the VA rating schedule 
relating to your disability claim. Review 
both forms with your service officer 
before they submit it. This review will 
let you know about what percentage of 
disability might be awarded.  If different 
review that difference with your service 
officer. File an appeal if justified.

“Your healthcare at the VA is only as 
good as you advocate for it”

I also believe that 
Healthcare at the VA 
is excellent when you 
can get it.

Don’t give up,  and 
for Pete’s sake be 
nice to the people 
who answer the 
phones,  they are 
navigating a huge bu-
reaucracy themselves. 

Chris Sater asked 
me to pass along 
information on a 
resource, members 
of the MRFA may 
be interested in.  
Chris called on this 
organization a few 
years ago. A friend of 
Chris’s has used the 
“VetAssist Program.”  
They are located near 
the site of our 2023 

Reunion, in St. Louis.  If there is enough 
interest, we may be able to arrange for 
them to have a table at the Sheraton to 
answer questions for our members.
From their website; “Veterans Home 
Care’s exclusive “VetAssist Program” 
helps veterans, or their surviving spous-
es, apply for a little-known Department 
of Veterans Affairs benefit to pay for 
assistance with activities of daily living. 
Home care includes a personal care 
assistant and the latest medical alert 
system with Alexa® technology. We can 
get home care started before the VA pro-
cesses the claim and before our clients 
receive VA funds. 
 
We provide a 0%, interest-free loan so 
home care can begin almost immediate-
ly.

The loan can be reimbursed with funds 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) upon approval of the Aid and At-
tendance benefit. The VetAssist Program 
also furnishes continuing client service 
and on-going compliance monitoring, all 
with no out-of-pocket costs.”
https://veteranshomecare.com/

Ordering is as easy as 1-2-3.
1. Indicate your choice of item number (be sure to include size, if applicable),

with quantity, and total amount. Add amounts for grand total to enclose.
2. Make check or money order payable to: MRFA. The MRFA does not take credit cards.
3. Mail Gear Locker Order Form and check to MRFA, PO Box 271, Lake Villa, IL 60046.

Email Harry Hahn at SparksRivRon13@AOL.com for questions.

Name   ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Shipping Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________________

Phone_______________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________________

Qty Model Number Size Unit Price Amount

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

Subtotal $

Shipping
(If order is over $60, Shipping is FFRREEEE) $ 8.00

Grand Total $

ORDER FORM

   Products 
Chairman 

HARRY HAHN
President 

FREE 
SHIPPING

ON ORDERS OVER $60

UPDATED: 08/05/2020
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CoinsBumper Stickers
Show your colors with pride. These durable vinyl 
bumper stickers will look great on your car or 
truck. Brilliant, bright detail on a weather-resistant 
vinyl. Help spread the word out about a great 
organization and maybe find someone right next 
door! Six great styles to choose from.
$5.00

B002 VCCC (measures 12” x 4”)

B001  MRFA w/ribbons (measures 11” x 3”)

B005 9TH Inf Div 
(measures 3”x 4”) C005 Army C006 Navy C007 Army 

Hooah

Quality crafted pewter coins are 1½” in 
diameter, with high quality embossing and 

full color detail. Thank You, Purple  
Heart, Army, and Navy coins have areas 

for engraving.
$10.00

C001 MRFA 

C003 Thank You 
(2” diameter)

C004 Purple Heart

Hat Pins

P001 MRF P002 9th Inf Div P003 RAD 91 P004 RAD 92 P005 RAD 111

P006 RAD 112 P007 RAD 131 P008 RAD 132 P009 RivRon XV P010 RAD 152
P011 Riv Div 153

P012 USS Benewah  
APB-35 P013 3rd/60th Inf P014 MRF 3/60

P016 47th Inf P017 River Raiders P018 River Rat P019 Brown Water Navy P020 White River P021 U.S. Army P022 U.S. Navy P023 Vietnam Svc Medal P024 Purple Heart

A great gift for any occasion. These sturdy and colorful pins will make 
a great addition to that special hat. Makes a great lapel pin and tie tack 
too! Each is quality hand-crafted pewter and comes complete with 
clasp. Designed exclusively for the MRFA  
and not available anywhere else! 

VCCC PINS VCCC001 VCCC Pin
Custom made 3” width  Vietnam 
Combatant Crewman Pin
Silver Insignia on white base..  

 Designed by Member Tom Nielsen(T-132-6).

$15.00
VCCC001 VCCC Pin

B004 Member 
(measures 3” x 4”)

FREE 
SHIPPING
ON ORDERS OVER $60

P015 39th Inf 
 Updated: 8/26/2022

$7.00 ea

VCCC002 VCCC Pin
Custom made 1.25" width  
Vietnam Combatant Crewman Pin
 Antique Bronze Lapel Pin  

$11.00
VCCC002 VCCC PIN

NEW
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Dear Mobile Riverine Force Association 
Veterans and Veteran families,

Let me introduce myself! I’m Dina 
Bridge, wife and mother of two from 
Springfield, Il. I am Terry Sater’s daugh-
ter and I want to tell you about a once 
in a lifetime opportunity I experienced 
with my father this August. 

I had a chance meeting three years 
ago with Honor Flight Coordinators in 
Springfield; Steve Wheeler and Joan 
Bartolon. They educated me on the 
process of nominating a veteran for 
Honor Flights to Washington D.C. They 
told me moving, personal stories of how 
inspiring and fulfilling it is to be able to 
take servicemembers to D.C., celebrate 
them, honor them, and watch them rem-
inisce on their time spent serving their 
country.

I went home that very day, and filled out 
online forms to nominate my dad.

Of course, we all know what came 
next....The pandemic. Two years of 
grounded Honor Flights. Life moved on, 
and from time to time we’d bring it up 
to each other and think “someday...” 

“Someday” came on August 30th! We 
could not have been more excited for 
the trip. We knew the itinerary was 
packed with war memorials, monuments 
and a museum, but there were a couple 
surprises in there that I, as his Guardian 
for the day, couldn’t wait for him to 
experience!

I don’t want to give away all the stops 
and surprises, because I want to en-
courage any Veteran friend or family 
member to nominate a Veteran TODAY, 
so they can experience it first-hand. I 
will say that I felt honored to be my 
dad’s Guardian on this incredibly special 
and moving trip. I kept thinking how 
amusing it was to switch roles for the 
first time in my life and be responsible 
for my dad for the day. (Although to be 
honest he was not entirely comfortable 

Have YOU had YOUR “Honor Flight?”

From their website; “Veterans Home Care’s exclusive “VetAssist Program” helps veterans, or their 
surviving spouses, apply for a little-known Department of Veterans Affairs benefit to pay for assistance 
with activities of daily living. Home care includes a personal care assistant and the latest medical alert 
system with Alexa® technology. We can get home care started before the VA processes the claim and 
before our clients receive VA funds.   

We provide a 0%, interest-free loan so home care can begin almost immediately. 

The loan can be reimbursed with funds from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) upon approval of 
the Aid and Attendance benefit. The VetAssist Program also furnishes continuing client service and on-
going compliance monitoring, all with no out-of-pocket costs.” 

https://veteranshomecare.com/ 

 

Have YOU had YOUR “Honor Flight?” 

       
Dear Mobile Riverine Force Association Veterans and Veteran families, 

Let me introduce myself! I'm Dina Bridge, wife and mother of two from Springfield, Il. I am Terry Sater's 
daughter and I want to tell you about a once in a lifetime opportunity I experienced with my father this 
August.  

I had a chance meeting three years ago with Honor Flight Coordinators in Springfield; Steve Wheeler and 
Joan Bartolon. They educated me on the process of nominating a veteran for Honor Flights to Washington 
D.C. They told me moving, personal stories of how inspiring and fulfilling it is to be able to take 
servicemembers to D.C., celebrate them, honor them, and watch them reminisce on their time spent 
serving their country. 

I went home that very day, and filled out online forms to nominate my dad. 

Of course, we all know what came next....The pandemic. Two years of grounded Honor Flights. Life 
moved on, and from time to time we'd bring it up to each other and think "someday..."  

“Someday” came on August 30th! We could not have been more excited for the trip. We knew the 
itinerary was packed with war memorials, monuments and a museum, but there were a couple surprises in 
there that I, as his Guardian for the day, couldn't wait for him to experience! 

I don't want to give away all the stops and surprises, because I want to encourage any Veteran friend or 
family member to nominate a Veteran TODAY, so they can experience it first-hand. I will say that I felt 
honored to be my dad's Guardian on this incredibly special and moving trip. I kept thinking how amusing 
it was to switch roles for the first time in my life and be responsible for my dad for the day. (Although to 

with abdicating protection and security 
to his daughter. I’m joking. Not really.)

We took our time at the Wall. It was a 
priority that day, to take as much time as 
we could to find the names of the people 
that have been a part of my dad’s life 
long after they’ve been gone. I felt like I 
was visiting their grave, in a way. Some 
names on The Wall are as familiar to me 
as blood ancestors. 

We were quiet. I was listening. 

The Changing of the Guard in Arling-
ton Cemetery was an amazing end to 
our time in D.C. A storm blew through.  
Standing in the rain and watching this 
sacred ceremony, I had goosebumps. It 
will never be forgotten. 

Watching my dad interact with and 
share stories with other veterans was 
so great to see. He told me how much 
he enjoys meeting other veterans and 
hearing about their experiences. On this 
particular flight, we even had one World 
War II veteran and a couple Korean War 
veterans.

Back home, was the kind of full circle, 
life moment that I don’t have the words 
for, even now, with a month to contem-
plate it!
 
It has always been a heartbreaking 
visual for me, ever since I was  a little 
girl, to think of the way my dad and his 
brothers were treated upon return from 
the Vietnam War. Traumatized, weary, 
and homesick, only to be received with 
vitriol on homeland soil is something I 

can’t ever wrap my brain around. 
The community came out to welcome 
our veterans home. My dad shook hands 
with hundreds of people he’s never 
met. They looked at his name tag. They 
thanked him by name. Other Vietnam 
veterans simply said “Welcome home, 
Brother.”

I would do it again in a heartbeat. If you 
have the opportunity to take a loved one 
on this trip, do it! If you are not able to 
do it, nominate your loved one, and a 
Guardian will be provided! 

You can also volunteer for the Honor 
Flight program, if you have one in your 
area. There are many, many people 
who work together to make these trips 
happen.

I know in the future, I will be heading to 
the airport after the next flight, ready to 
shake hands with more Veterans coming 
home.

To find an Honor Flight near you, and 
learn more about schedules and how to 
sign up, go to HonorFlight.Org.
 
Dina Bridge

Contact Information
Honor Flight, Inc.
1405 South Fern Street, #702 
Arlington, Virginia 22202
​937-521-2400
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. EST

Continued on page 9
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Robert W Schrader, LTC (Retired)  
Served in Vietnam 1968-69. D Compa-
ny,  9th Medical Battalion, 9th Infantry 
Division. Battalion Surgeon Assistant 
(Combat Medic) (2LT & 1LT).  I had 
the pleasure of going on an Honor Flight 
with the Northern Colorado group (I 
live in Wyoming). My flight was on 
9/12/1016. A close friend, Colonel H. 
Steve Smith,  and I planned on attending 
an earlier session together,  but the mili-
tary gods forced us to delay our journey 
and a fall from a scaffold on Memorial 
Day ended Steve’s ability to travel. 

I had to travel by myself,  but made new 
friends who supported me on Honor 
Flight. Although I had been to Washing-
ton many times , this trip was truly an 
“HONOR “ and a completely humbling 
experience. We went to a breakfast with 
some family members; (my wife, two 
daughters,  3 of my 6 grandchildren, and 
my Service Dog.) We joined with our 
military family (fellow veterans also be-
ing honored,) who became good friends 
and travel companions.

The Honor Flight was escorted motor-
cycle mounted veterans, police, fire, 
and civilians. lining the roadside and 
the across the bridges we passed under. 
Salutes and flags everywhere!  A stand-
ing-ovation greeted us at Denver Inter-
national Airport, and when we arrived 
in the D.C. Airport. The crew of our 
chartered aircraft fought to be assigned 
to our crew and entertained, fed, and 
made each of us special vets.

There was more to see and do. We, the 
honored vets, got to see and experience 
Memorials, and military history, thanks 
to our volunteer guardians with us on 
the plane, hotel, and everyplace we were 
privileged to visit.  Those back home 
had surprises and more Honor memories 
for each veteran!  

If you ever have the opportunity to go 
on an Honor Flight or assist in the mis-
sion, you will be happy with the result!

Honor Flight
continued from page 8

Cliff Fejfar PO2, 151-4.  I live here 
in Denver Colorado, and served as 
Vice-President of the Rocky Mountain 
Honor Flight for six years. In that time, 
I must have made twelve or more trips 
to D.C. Right now, there are over one 
hundred hubs of Honor Flight through-
out the United States. The head office is 
in Ohio. Each hub operates independent-
ly of one another. Honor Flight is a total 
non-profit organization. By that I mean 
99% of all funds raised are used for the 
mission of getting Veterans to DC to see 
their memorials. The number of trips 
each year and the number of Veterans 
that go on these trips is determined 
by the amount of funds that each Hub 
raises. All guardians and board members 
pay their own way. Honor Flight was 
initially set up to accommodate WWII 
Veterans. Those numbers have dimin-
ished and now it is open to Korean and 
Vietnam Vets. From working with the 
WWII vets, I have many great stories 
of what they did in service. If you have 
any questions that I can help with please 
email.  clayvin2@q.com

Robert W. Allen, RM3, Zippo 92-11, 
68/69.  My Son & I was honored to take 
the “Honor Flight” from Cincinnati, 
Ohio the last of May, 2022. Visiting the 
Vietnam Wall and the Changing of the 
Guards at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier was very emotional! I was the 
only Brown Water Navy sailor along 
with one Army soldier, from the 9th In-
fantry Division! The overwhelming part 
of the trip was the reception we received 
when we arrived back in Cincinnati! 
Along with all of my children, grandkids 
and great grandkids, there were over a 
hundred people greeting us as we got off 
the plane. Little kids, ex-military, entire 
families shaking our hands, saluting and 

waving of Old Glory (US Flag), this was 
almost too much! This was a long time 
coming from when I came home in1969. 
I am glad my son got to experience this 
with me. This was a very emotional and 
overwhelming Day!  Welcome Home to 
All my Brothers!

Frank Jones.  BM2, RivRon 15,  T-48, 
7/69-7/70.  I went on an Honor Flight 
on 11/2/21. It was a great day. I took my 
eighteen-year-old granddaughter with 
me. It is a memory I will cherish for 
the rest of my life. My wife and I have 
volunteered with Honor Flight for about 
five years. Always good to hear all of 
the old stories from the vets.

Al Breininger, CSO, RivDiv 91, 1967.  
I had the opportunity to participate in 
an Honor Flight from Savannah, GA in 
April 2022.  My advice to anyone who 
is eligible to participate is to put in your 
application, NOW!  This will be the best 
“Welcome Home” experience you could 
receive other than the embrace you 
might have received from your mother, 
girlfriend, or wife when you returned 
home from Vietnam.  You will be made 
to feel “Special,” because you are!  You 
served!  

My guidance to those who respond that 
they have seen all the Monuments in 
Washington, DC is this.  “This trip is 
not about the monuments - it is about 
YOU, the veteran who served.”  The 
monuments are only the setting or the 
stage.  YOU are the main event.  You 
will be welcomed, thanked, and shown 
the appreciation you might feel you 
never received.
Best wishes to all.
Al

Please send Frank Jones any changes in address, phone number 
or e-mail addresses so that he can keep our database updated.

His address is: 
9 San Marino Parkway, Fenton, MO 63026

Frank’s e-mail address is mrfatango48@gmail.com

Contact Changes
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 “A HERO DIED TODAY”

Poem By Harry Hahn

JUNE 10, 2020

He joined the Navy to see the world, but the Delta was his future plan.

Today nobody knew the whole story, nor did he tell it, this old man.

His family was wrought with fear

when they heard his orders in this, his youngest years.

On a boat, on a River, didn’t sound that bad, but Vietnam made those orders  become no easy ride.

A Hero died today!

Off to intense training, off to Vallejo, his green uniforms were nice and sharp.

Then after months of salt, grime and river water they no longer looked that part.

A Hero died today!

He cherishes his Camo Beret, it’s tassels cut and gone.

Firefights took their toll; his face was now dark and drawn.

Rockets and bullets were fired at him at almost every bend.

Somehow, he kept his spirit and protected his mates to the end.

A Hero died today!

His family wondered why they never heard all the stories of that terrible tour.

He wore his medals on few occasions but no one knew how they were earned, for sure.

A Hero died today!

When the River banks were not covered in Cong or NVA, they were cleared of vegetation by some magic dust.

That stuff would later take his Brother’s away, silently, painfully, one by one, their new battle that was so unjust.

A Hero died today!

One day this hero left the country, but the country was always near.

Each loud sound and nightly dream replayed all his fears.

A Hero died today!

His hearing battered, his body torn, his ninth life aching and now old.

This hero now rests with his Brothers, their stories also never told.

A Hero died today!
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“About 1 week in-country, I was at Bear Cat 
in a bunker on base camp security. My Starlight 
scope told me I had movement out front. I called 
back and reported it. The sirens went off and 
the flares went up. Guess what? I had monkeys 
running around in the area cleared back to the 
jungle. I was a bit of the laughing stock for a few 
days...” Delano Poppelreiter

“On a night insert with two choppers and 
eight men, we landed in a clearing hoping to 
have contact...the only contact was something to 
our left that myself and one of my men emptied 
our M-16s into...the thing was a water buffalo...
the next day we flew back to the area and paid 
the farmer for destroying his John Deere.” Denny 
Frank

Edward Harshman tells the story of seeing a 
USO show on the Colleton (APB-36). Suddenly, 
a soldier stepped in front of him, blocking his 
view. Ed addressed the situation with the salty 
language of a sailor, telling the soldier to get out 
of his way. The soldier slowly turned towards 

Ed, showing his Captain pins on his collars. The 
officer didn’t say a word, but kept silent and 
walked away. To this day, Ed feels bad about it. 
He thought for sure that he was in a world of 
trouble for being rude to an officer.

One of the worst jobs anyone had in Vietnam 
was the work detail requiring the grunt or sailor 
to pull the half barrels of waste from under the 
latrines and burn them with fuel. Tom Zigoris re-
members that day an “FNG” was ordered to do 
that job with the officer’s latrine. The new guy 
explained that nobody told him he was supposed 
to pull the half barrel out of the latrine before 
he set it on fire. The officer’s latrine went up in 
flames in minutes. As Tom says, “That was an 
auspicious start on a year tour.”

“We had a Petty Officer with a shaved head. He 
got drunk and passed out in his bunk. His head 
was shining in the night light. I cut a slit in card-
board and sprayed through the slots with red, 
white, and blue spray paint and had his head in 
stripes. He sure was mad. I got caught and had 
work details chipping and painting on YRBM 17, 
LOL.” Ronnie Fontenot

Calvin Bailey (A 4/39, 1967-68) tells this 
story. “We hacked through heavy jungle all 
morning. Finally came out onto a road. There the 
point team found a stalled Lambretta (scooter).” 
Two Vietnamese immediately abandoned it and 
disappeared into the jungle on the other side of 
the road. “The point team started checking out 
that scooter and found over $118,000 in Viet-
namese money (a Vietcong payroll). One of them 
said, "War is Hell, boys" and started stuffing his 
rucksack. By the time the Lieutenant got wind 
of it, about five guys had stuffed all their pock-
ets and rucksacks with money.” The Lieutenant 
ordered the men to return all of it, so that intel-
ligence could determine what Viet Cong units 
were operating in the area. Calvin had suspicions 
to this very day about what REALLY happened to 
that money.

“Our first day in-country was about 90 de-
grees. We weren’t used to it yet. I had heat 

sickness and threw-up. Later that night we froze 
trying to sleep. All of us bundled up in our pon-
cho liner. Weird we thought. So hot during the 
transition from our ship to Bear Cat and then 
somehow froze our butts at night. I brought 
that poncho home and my little girl used it as 
her suckie blanket for many years. I still have it.” 
Floyd Mcgovern

“It was either the 4th of July or New Year’s 
Eve. After a full day of operation, we pulled into 
a fire support base for the night. I was on ASPB 
112-6 and Caruso and I were sitting on top of the 
boat talking about things we had done as kids. 
As we were talking, all of the cannons went off 
and scared the hell out of us. Some of them had 
fired some form of fireworks. I know that they 
had a good laugh, knowing that they scared us.” 
Joseph Mattie

“Two Alpha-boats were patrolling across from 
Dong Tam (free-fire zone) in darkness when we 
ran aground on a sand bar. Try as we may, we 
could not back off it. Not wanting to show any 
light, and trying to keep as quiet as possible, we 
opted to walk a line over to our sister boat. Our 
.50 gunner volunteered. Off he went and was 
quickly invisible in the darkness; barely visible 
with a Starlight. After several minutes of steady 
progress (we were laying out the line behind 
him), there was a sudden 'shout,' a lot of splash-
ing, and the line quickly being pulled from our 
hands. The splashing stopped when he reached 
the other boat; we were pulled off, and he was 
reunited with us. We all asked him what had 
happened out there. He responded, he thought 
he had been 'attacked' by a sea snake, and took 
off 'running.' It wasn't until he reached the other 
boat that he realized the 'snake' was the bitter 
end of the line he was hauling over!”  Gary Grahn   
★

MRFA Mekong Mirth–Things That Gave Us a Laugh In Vietnam!

My name is Terry Sater. I have the honor 
and daunting responsibility of assuming the 
duties of Editor of “River Currents” from Al-
bert. I, like you, thank Albert and everyone 
who have made the MRFA what it is, today. 
I wish everyone who served with the MRF 
had taken the opportunity to join our as-
sociation, attend reunions and read “River 
Currents.” Being part of the MRFA has made 
our lives happier, healthier, and fuller. “River 
Currents” is a constant reminder that none 
of us are alone and that we are all part of 
Brotherhood, forged in war, many years ago, 
but will last forever.

I spent my career in the electrical indus-
try and have dabbled in writing for years. I 
have written political editorials for news-
papers, sales columns for a trade magazine, 
and a book “The Nightmare of the Mekong.”

I hope in the months and years to come, 
we can bring more of your experiences and 
memories to the pages of River Currents. We 
want a balance of stories of interest from 
the Army and the Navy. One of my favorite 
quotes is from Lieutenant General Harold 
G. Moore, who said; “There is no such thing 
as closure for soldiers who have survived a 
war. They have an obligation, a sacred duty, 
to remember those who fell in battle beside 
them all their days and to bear witness to the 
insanity that is war.”

I look forward to working with each of 
you, and leaning on all of you for help and 
guidance. I am intimidated at the prospect 
of trying to fill Albert’s shoes, but I know I 
can count on him to keep me on course and 
continue his legacy.

If you have funny stories about things 
that happened during your time in Vietnam, 
please send them to terry.s8er@yahoo.com.

If you would like to contact me with 
ideas or stories for future editions of River 
Currents, you can reach me at terry.s8er@
yahoo.com. I will also be at the Nashville re-
union. You will likely be able to find me in 
the RivRon Hospitality room during much 
of the reunion!

In Brotherhood,
Terry Sater
Editor, River Currents
River Assault Squadron 13

From the Membership
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In Memory Of
This section is for members who wish to sponsor the 
MRFA by placing a notice in memory of one of their fallen 
comrades.  In some instances, the name of the sponsor 
will precede the name of the person who was KIA, or has 
passed on since Vietnam.  It’s $25 for four issues. 

Wendell Affield, for Buddha Ed Thomas, Boat Captain 
Tango 112-11 (02/68-02/69)
Leo Alvarez, for GM#C John Louis Green, USN RAD 111, 
ATC 111-8 (1967-1968)
Ron Baker, In memory of BM2 William Comer KIA 2/68
Bill Buffie, in memory of Lyle Parin USS Floyd County 
LST-762 (Vietnam)
David Wilson, 2nd/60th KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 
4th/39th KIA 06/25/69, Steven Murrary, 4th/39th KIA 
05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th Arty KIA 06/19/69, 
and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st Abn. KIA 08/23/69
Orville “Lee” Daleym for Marvin Marks, WWII, USS Askari 
ARL-30
Robert Flaige, for SFC Fernando Quintero KIA 02/27/68 
and SP4 Robert “Bob” Jenks E Co. 3rd/60th KIA 03/03/68
Bill Frede, for BM1 Guy Dail, BM3 Johnny Maness, and 
SN David Flamburis, T-112-2, 1967
John W. Gerbing, for Noel T. West A Co 4th/47th KIA 
06/19/67
Susan Hanmer, for SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 
153 (07/69-02/71)
Joe Hilliard for Joe Benack from Florida and Donald Hart-
zell from Pennsylvania   KIA 1970
Bruce Jensen in memory of Frederic Peers Webb A-111-4 
KIA 12/21/67
J. R. Johnson 3rd/47th 9th “Recon” (05/66-01/68) in 
memory of Walker, Gotch, Paredez, Nelson, Hayes, How-
ard, King, Twitchell and Chesnoski
Frank Jones for SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 
153 (07/69-02/71)
Richard MacCullagh for John (Doc) Phillips, HMC, USN 
(Ret) RivRon 15 and Richard MacCullagh for Chaplain 
Rene L. Petit, LT, CHC, RC, RivRon 13 and 15
Stan Melton, in Memory of Gary Speckman & Dick Hewitt  
ATC91-5  Plank Owners
Adam Metts, for Donald L. Bruckart  T-111-2 KIA 3/31/69
A.R. “Monty” Montillo, in memory of John Sperry
Linda Pawlicki, in memory of Bob Pawlicki, T-111-11 
(3/67-12/67)
Larry Ruebke, in memory of Alan Trucano
Charlie Thompson, in Memory of Doyle E. Templeton,  
2nd/39th Inf.  9th Inf.
Nancy VanDruff, in memory of Robert E. VanDruff, T-91-
5/T92-4 (11/68-11/69)
In memory of my Brothers B Co. 2nd 39th Infantry, 9th 
Infantry Division
In memory of my Brothers, B Co. 2nd 39th Infantry, 9th 
Infantry Division in memory for John Nielsen, B Co. 
2nd/39th (04/68-04/70)
Henry Velez, for my fallen brothers, B Co. 2nd/39th Inf.

Hey Brothers, check out 
our Facebook page, “The 
Mobile Riverine Force 
and 9th Infantry Division 
Vietnam” Facebook group at 
ht tps: / /www.facebook.com/

Letters to the Editor 
If you have questions, stories, or comments for “River Currents,” please e-mail Terry Sater, at 
terry.s8er@yahoo.com 

 

Insert Gear Locker picture and order form, here. 

 

************************************* 

 

Hey Brothers, check out our   Facebook page, “The Mobile Riverine Force and 9th Infantry Division 
Vietnam” Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/195572170458597/ 

Our Facebook Group is dedicated to all Army and Navy men who served with pride and distinction in a 
place called the Mekong Delta. Be it on water or land, they all served their country. Whether they were on 
a Monitor or making a helo assault, setting an ambush on a lonely, quiet, dark night, walking through 
waist-deep water in a rice paddy, riding a tango boat up a narrow canal, or at anchor in the middle of a 
brown-water river for long hot hours.  Places like Dong Tam, Tay Ninh, Snoopy's Nose, the Cross Roads, 
Ambush Alley, My Tho, Rach Kien, Plain of Reeds, Parrot's Beak, Tan An, Nha Be or Ben Tre and 
names like Colleton, Washtenaw, Windham, Benewah, Westchester, Satyr, Askari, PBR, and Swiftboat 
are names and places we'll never forget. 

This group is to preserve a living memory of all those who served in the Mobile Riverine Force and 9th 
Infantry Division Vietnam.   

Many friendships from days past have been renewed because of our group page.  It is a great place to 
make connections with others who served with the Mobile Riverine Force and 9th Infantry Division.    

A few rules are in place to keep order in the group.  They are: 

1. Politics and religion are the fastest way to start an argument and cause hard feelings and absolutely 
have no place on this page. 

2. We expect members to treat each other with respect.  

We hope you enjoy the group.  

In Brotherhood, 

Our Facebook Group is dedicated to all Army and Navy men who served with pride and 
distinction in a place called the Mekong Delta. Be it on water or land, they all served their 
country. Whether they were on a Monitor or making a helo assault, setting an ambush on a 
lonely, quiet, dark night, walking through waist-deep water in a rice paddy, riding a tango boat 
up a narrow canal, or at anchor in the middle of a brown-water river for long hot hours.  Places 
like Dong Tam, Tay Ninh, Snoopy’s Nose, the Cross Roads, Ambush Alley, My Tho, Rach 
Kien, Plain of Reeds, Parrot’s Beak, Tan An, Nha Be or Ben Tre and names like Colleton, 
Washtenaw, Windham, Benewah, Westchester, Satyr, Askari, PBR, and Swiftboat are names 
and places we’ll never forget.

This group is to preserve a living memory of all those who served in the Mobile Riverine 
Force and 9th Infantry Division Vietnam.  

Many friendships from days past have been renewed because of our group page.  It is a 
great place to make connections with others who served with the Mobile Riverine Force and 
9th Infantry Division.   

A few rules are in place to keep order in the group.  They are:

1. Politics and religion are the fastest way to start an argument and cause hard feelings and 
absolutely have no place on this page.

2. We expect members to treat each other with respect.
 
We hope you enjoy the group. 

In Brotherhood,
Doc Pries - MRFA Vice President and Group Admin

Member Donald R. Kline passed away on No-
vember 25, 2021, after a long battle with Parkin-
son’s Disease, caused by Agent Orange.  While 
in Vietnam he served as a machine gunner with 
Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry, 
9th Infantry Division from August 1968 to August 
1969  Donald is survived by his wife Kathy.

Member Kenneth William McGwin passed away 
on July 10, 2022.  While in Vietnam he served as 
a Machinist Mate onboard the USS Westchester 
County (LST-1167) from January 1968 to January 
1969.  Kenneth was aboard when the VC sabo-
taged the vessel on November 1, 1968.  He was 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal w/V for helping 
save two sailors who were trapped in their quar-
ters.  Kenneth is survived by his by his wife Dr. Julie Ann.

Member William James Watton III passed away 
on August 6, 2022.  He initially served in the U.S. 
Army from 1961-64.  After enlisting in the U.S. 
Navy William served in River Assault Squadron 
13 – Division 132 onboard T-132-13 from May 
1969 to May 1970
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This section is for members who wish to sponsor the MRFA by placing a 
notice in memory of one of their fallen comrades. In some instances, 
the name of the sponsor will precede the name of the person who was 
KIA, or has passed on since Vietnam. It’s $25 for four issues.

A fellow veteran, Harold & Beverly Bailey, David Blossom, Kimberly Butler, 
Delmar & Diane Cable, Robert & Barbara Crowley, Dean & Karen Despelder, 
Dick & Lisa Dorato, Steve & Leah Futch, Godfrey Lee Education Association, 
Lois J Host, J. H. & S. L. Nauta, Mrs. Artel Scheid, Gabriel S Snyder, Karen 
& Mark Vander Vliet, John F. Williams, David & Lavonne Yoder, and Connie L 
Young in memory of David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)

William Blauser for Thomas Gaudet, David Land, and Jose Campos our 151 
Division brothers that were KIAs

MajGeneral Lucien Bolduc, Jr. USA (Ret) for Guy Tutwiler
Bill Buffie in memory of Lyle Parin USS Floyd County LST-762 (Vietnam)
John and Doris Chrzanowski in memory of SP/4 Humberto Ruiz Santiago Jr. 

Grenadier A Co. 4th Bn 47th Inf. Rgt 9th Inf. Div. Died of wounds 06/27/69, 
Kien Hoa, South Vietnam (DC Wall Panel 21W Ln 025)

Mike Clark in memory of Laurence Welk (KIA May 1967) and Lydes Gardner 
(KIA Sept 1967) 4th/39th 9th Inf Div

Janice Dahlke for son Cpl. Randy R.Mueller D Co. 2nd/47th KIA 03/03/69
Fran Divelbiss for Cdr. Dave Divelbiss, Supply Officer on Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE, USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-68)
Sgt Robert Flaige for SFC Fernando Quintero KIA 02/27/68 and SP4 Robert 

“Bob” Jenks E Co. 3rd/60th KIA 03/03/68
Bill Frede for BM1 Guy Dail and Johnny Maness T-112-2
From your Brothers B Co. 2nd 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in memory of 

Monte Marten B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/69)
From your Brothers B Co. 2nd/39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in memory 

for John Nielsen B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/70)
Nan Fulton for LtGen Bill Fulton Cdr 2nd Bde Asst Div Cdr 9th Inf Div (1966-68)
Regina Gooden for Sgt Lloyd Earl Valentine B Co. 3rd/47th KIA 09/05/68
Gordon Hillesland for Pat Lawson NSA Dong Tam (1967-68)
Joe Hilliard for Joe Benack from Florida and Donald Hartzell from Pennsylvania
Sally Jackson for Paul Nace USS Colleton APB-36 (09/68-11/69)
Bruce Jensen in memory of Frederic Peers Webb A-111-4 KIA 12/21/67
Doris May Johnson in memory of Franklin Johnson TF 117 1967 Purple Heart 

Vet
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68) for Walker, Paredez, Gotch, 

Hayes, Nelson, and Howard
Richard MacCullagh for John (Doc) Phillips, HMC, USN (Ret) RivRon 15
Richard MacCullagh for Chaplain Rene L. Petit, LT, CHC, RC, RivRon 13 and 15
Kaye Marten, Travis Marten, and Tristen Marten in memory of Monte Marten 

(husband, father, and grandfather) B Co. 2nd/39th 9th Inf Div (1968-69)
Adam Metts for Donald L. Bruckart T-111-2 KIA 03/31/69
Albert Moore for Ralph Tresser CS3 USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
Albert Moore for Tom Bityk CS3 IUWG-1 VC-Hill/Ha Tien (1969-70)
Albert and Sara Moore for Capt Gerald Saucier CO USS Benewah APB-35 

(09/66-02/68)
Victoria Mortensen in memory of G. Thomas “Morto” Mortensen RivDiv 92 

A-92-8 (01/68-11/69)
Roy Moseman for Oscar Santiago C-2 4th/47th (10/67-10/68)
Herman Murphy EN2 for USS Benewah shipmates: John Long EN2, Craig 

Bronish MR3, and George Schnieder MR2
Major J. D. Nichols III CMDR C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (12/66-11/67) for Alfred 

Cornejo, Anthony Galeno, Richard Lasher, Rudolph Melendez, Sigfredo 
Pinto-Pinto, and Garrett Reid KIAs 08/20/67

Jasper Northcutt for SSGT Henry T. Aragon B-2 2nd/47th KIA 08/23/67, SGT 
James E. Boorman B-2 2nd/47th KIA 08/27/67, SP4 James D. Bronakoski 
B-2 2nd/47th KIA 04/27/67, SP4 Michael G. Hartnett B-2 2nd/47th KIA 
04/27/67, SGT William D. Mize B-2 2nd/47th and 5th/60th KIA 10/28/67, 
CPL Harold K. Southwick B-2 2nd/47th Inf KIA 03/02/67 (first KIA in B Co. 
2nd/47th in Vietnam), and PFC Robert C. Voltz B-1 2nd/47th Inf (Mech) KIA 
03/11/67 (first KIA1st Platoon B Co. 2nd/47th in Vietnam)

Claire Siebert for GMG3 Richard Siebert IUWG-1 Unit 3, Qui Nhon (03/67-
01/69)

Chet “Gunner” Stanley for all the USN and USA KIAs of the MRF (1967-70)
Ken Sundberg for Michael David Sheahan 5th/60th KIA 02/25/68, Robert 

L. Conley 5th/60th KIA 02/01/68, and Glenn Dean Taylor 5th/60th KIA 
02/01/68

Robert Sutton for LT James F. Rost Jr. Vin Te Canal Chau Duc KIA 11/69
Okey Toothman in memory of Major General Lucien “Blackie Bolduc
Okey Toothman in memory of Sgt Dick Arnold A Co. 3rd/47th, Max DelaC 

Okey Toothman in memory of Judy Wallace
Steven Totcoff for my brother CPL Dennis S. Totcoff B Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf 

Div KIA 5/2/68
ruz and G. P. Jones C Co. 3rd/47th
USS Benewah shipmates: John Long EN2, Craig Bronish MR3, and George 

Schnieder MR2
USS Guide MSO-447 for Shipmate and Brother Harold Foster
Henry Velez for my fallen brothers, B Co. 2nd/39th Inf
CPT Steve Williams and MAJ Bob Bischoff in memory of 2LT David George 

Williams, Co A, 4/47th, KIA 9/21/67
David Wilson 2nd/60th, KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 

06/25/69, Steven Murrary 4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th 
Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st Airborne KIA 
08/23/69

Luis Peraza for SSG Michael K. Lewis KIA 06/13/69, SGT Harold H. Hunter KIA 
01/27/69, and brothers of D Co 3/60th KIA during 1968-69

In Memory Of

French
Member Robert A. 

French passed away 
March 26, 2019. Robert 
served in C Co 4th/47th 
(Riverine Infantry) 9th 
Infantry Division (05/66-
05/68). Robert is sur-
vived by his wife Char-
lene K. French, Tampa, FL, 
rfrench13@tampabay.
rr.com. May our Brother 
rest in peace.

Member Jerry Shock-
ley passed away October 
16, 2018. Jerry served in 
HHC 3rd/60th Infantry 
(12/67-12/68). Jerry 
is survived by his wife 
Barbara.

William “Bill” McMul-
len passed away Febru-
ary 12, 2019. Bill served 
with C Co. 6th/31st Inf. 
(04/68-04/690). At the 
time of his passing, Bill 
was residing in Welling-
ton, Florida.

Stull
Member Col Terry G. 

Stull USA (Ret.) passed 
away April 6, 2019 fol-
lowing a battle with 
congestive heart failure. 
As a proud West Point 
graduate of the Class of 
1966, he bravely served 
two tours in Vietnam. 
Col Stull served with A 
Co 3rd/47th 9th Infantry 
Division River Raiders 
(11/66-12/67). He en-
joyed a successful career 
in the Army, retiring as a 
Colonel in 1993. Col Stull 

is survived by his wife Ar-
letta, Senatobia, Missis-
sippi, stuli1966@yahoo.
com.

Powell
Member Frank L. 

Powell passed away May 
7, 2018. Frank served 
onboard the USS Nueces 
APB-40 (03/69-05/70). 
Frank is survived by his 
wife Patty Keith.

Hall
Daniel E. Hall Jr. 

passed away April 6, 
2019. Daniel served with 
Charlie Co. 9th Inf. Divi-
sion Vietnam (1968-69). 
Daniel is survived by his 
wife Kathy. I’m very proud 
of my dad. He will be 
greatly missed, Lisa Hall.

Kershner
Member BM1 Paul 

Kershner (USN Ret.) 
passed away April 27, 
2019. Paul was Boat 
Captain of Tango 112-
12 and Tango 152-10 
(T-50) (01/69-02/70). 
Paul is survived by his 
wife Tazuko Kershner. 
You may contact the fam-
ily c/o his son Paul Jr., 

484-512-0316.

Westling
Member Reverend 

Lester Leon Westling Jr. 
(Chaplain Captain USN 
Ret.) passed away May 2, 
2019. Reverend Westling 
first served 14 months 
with the 3rd Battalion, 
9th Marine Regiment at 
Camp Carroll in I Corps 
near the DMZ. His second 
tour of duty was with 
the Naval Support Activ-
ity, Saigon in IV Corps 
(05/69-05/70). When 
his tour was about to end, 
he was ministering to 65 
different units.

Kitchen
Member Arthur 

“Artie” Kitchen passed 
away March 15, 2019. He 
served as a Third Class 
Engineman (EN3) on-
board the USS Satyr ARL-
23 (05/70-03/71). Artie 
is survived by his wife of 
48 years, Joan, and three 
sons.

Doolan
Member SMSGT 

Charles “Chuck” At-
wood Doolan USAF (Ret) 

passed away June 30, 
2018. Charles served on 
the USS Blanco County 
LST-344 (09/66-09/67). 
Chuck is survived by his 
wife Janice.

Howe
Member Gerald 

(Jerry) L. Howe passed 
away August 14, 2014. 
Jerry served on the USS 
Nueces APB-40 (06/68-
07/69). You may contact 
his daughter Wendy Wen-
sits at wensits@1cloud.
com. “Jerry was a found-
ing Member of the MRFA. 
He was a good sailor and 
a good person who made 
himself available when it 
came to helping his fellow 
Veterans.” Albert Moore.

Johnson

Johnson
Member Bruce L. 

Johnson passed away 
August 31, 2018. Bruce 
served with C Co. 2nd 
Plat. 4th/47th Infantry 
(08/67-03/68). Bruce 
is survived by his wife 
Connie.
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That stuff would later take his Brother’s away, silently, painfully, one by one, their new battle that was so 
unjust. 

A Hero died today! 

One day this hero left the country, but the country was always near. 

Each loud sound and nightly dream replayed all his fears. 

A Hero died today! 

His hearing battered, his body torn, his ninth life aching and now old. 

This hero now rests with his Brothers, their stories also never told. 

A Hero died today! 
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Member Donald R. Kline passed away on November 25, 2021, after a long battle with Parkinson's 
Disease, caused by Agent Orange.  While in Vietnam he served as a machine gunner with Charlie 
Company, 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from August 1968 to August 1969  Donald 
is survived by his wife Kathy. 

 

Member Kenneth William McGwin passed away on July 10, 2022.  While in Vietnam he served as a 
Machinist Mate onboard the USS Westchester County (LST-1167) from January 1968 to January 1969.  
Kenneth was aboard when the VC sabotaged the vessel on November 1, 1968.  He was awarded the 
Bronze Star Medal w/V for helping save two sailors who were trapped in their quarters.  Kenneth is 
survived by his by his wife Dr. Julie Ann. 
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Member Kenneth William McGwin passed away on July 10, 2022.  While in Vietnam he served as a 
Machinist Mate onboard the USS Westchester County (LST-1167) from January 1968 to January 1969.  
Kenneth was aboard when the VC sabotaged the vessel on November 1, 1968.  He was awarded the 
Bronze Star Medal w/V for helping save two sailors who were trapped in their quarters.  Kenneth is 
survived by his by his wife Dr. Julie Ann. 

 

Member William James Watton III passed away on August 6, 2022.  He initially served in the U.S. 
Army from 1961-64.  After enlisting in the U.S. Navy William served in River Assault Squadron 13 – 
Division 132 onboard T-132-13 from May 1969 to May 1970 

(Insert Contact Changes Please send Frank Jones any changes in address, phone number, or e-mail 
addresses so that he can keep our database updated.  His address is: 9 San Marino Parkway, Fenton, Mo., 
63026.  Frank’s e-mail address is mrfatango48@gmail.com)  

(Insert “Find Us On Facebook”) 

Wendell Affield, for Buddha Ed Thomas, Boat Captain Tango 112-11 (02/68-02/69) 

Leo Alvarez, for GM#C John Louis Green, USN RAD 111, ATC 111-8 (1967-1968) 

Ron Baker, In memory of BM2 William Comer KIA 2/68 

Bill Buffie, in memory of Lyle Parin USS Floyd County LST-762 (Vietnam) 

David Wilson, 2nd/60th KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 06/25/69, Steven Murrary, 
4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st 
Abn. KIA 08/23/69 

Orville "Lee" Daleym for Marvin Marks, WWII, USS Askari ARL-30 

Robert Flaige, for SFC Fernando Quintero KIA 02/27/68 and SP4 Robert "Bob" Jenks E Co. 3rd/60th 
KIA 03/03/68 

Bill Frede, for BM1 Guy Dail, BM3 Johnny Maness, and SN David Flamburis, T-112-2, 1967 

John W. Gerbing, for Noel T. West A Co 4th/47th KIA 06/19/67 

Susan Hanmer, for SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71) 

Joe Hilliard for Joe Benack from Florida and Donald Hartzell from Pennsylvania   KIA 1970 

Bruce Jensen in memory of Frederic Peers Webb A-111-4 KIA 12/21/67 

J. R. Johnson 3rd/47th 9th “Recon” (05/66-01/68) in memory of Walker, Gotch, Paredez, Nelson, Hayes, 
Howard, King, Twitchell and Chesnoski 

Frank Jones for SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71) 

Richard MacCullagh for John (Doc) Phillips, HMC, USN (Ret) RivRon 15 and Richard MacCullagh for 
Chaplain Rene L. Petit, LT, CHC, RC, RivRon 13 and 15 
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MRFA sponsors! It’s never too late to get onboard 

as a sponsor, so we continue to seek and 

welcome those who wish to sponsor the MRFA!  

Sponsorship in the MRFA helps to defray the cost 

of producing River Currents. Sponsorship lasts for a 

period of one year, with your name and information 

appearing in four issues. Send your $25 (payable to 

the MRFA) to Frank Jones, 9 San Marino Parkway, 

Fenton, MO 63026
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Edward R. Aldrich B Co. 720th MP BN (07/69-07/70)
Thomas Anathan USS Benewah APB-35 (08/67-08/68)
Jimmie J. Apel A Co. 4th/47th Inf and 6th/31st (1969-70)
Charlie and Georginia Ardinger T-151-11 (05/68-07/69)
Ed Arledge USS Indra ARL-37 (1967-70)
John Armstrong HHC 3rd/47th Inf (04/66-01/68)
Dale Ashley USS Monmouth County LST-1032 (11/66-11/67)
Ralph Bakle from Charles Sykes for a job well done
James Bandy USS Tutuila AARG-4 (03/69-10/70)
Stephen Benedict A Co 3rd/60th Inf (03/68-03/69) 
Tom Bergman USS White River LSMR-536 (07/66-07/68)
Richard Bittle USS Nueces APB-40 (06/68-04/69)
Robert B. Blair USS Clarion River LSMR-409 (1966-68)
Donald Blankenship A-111-3 and A-152-21 (02/69-02/70)
Patrick Boffa, RivDivs 552-535
MajGen Blackie Bolduc USA (Ret.) Cdr 3rd/47th Inf
Thomas R. Bogner A&C Cos 2nd/39th Inf. (02/68-01/69)
Bruce Branigan D Co. 3rd/60th Infantry (05/68-12/68)
Donald P. Brosnan CSM 2nd Bde (06/68-06/69)
David Brown, RivRon 9 Staff (1/68-1/69) Gary Bruno 

USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71)
Gary Bruno USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71) 
MGen Walter Bryde, Jr. HQ 3rd/34th Arty (1968-69)
John Burger USS Page & USS Washoe 

County LST-1165 (01/68-01/69)
Robert Caldwell Jr. USS Nye County LST-1067 (02/66-02/67)
John and Pamela Carlin in honor of Erol Tuzcu
RADM William Carlson CO USS White River 

LSMR-536 (10/65-03/68)
Jim Carter RivRon 15 T-52 (12/69-12/70)
Thomas Childress USS Krishna ARL-38 (06/70-08/71)
John and Doris Chrzanowski A Co 4th/47th 

and B Co 6th/31st (03/69-03/70)
Mike Clark Medic 4th/39th 9th Inf. Div (1967)
Eldon L. Cobb RivRon 9 T-92-2 (12/66-02/68)
Ercil G. Comer, Jr. USS Monmouth County 

LST-1032 (05/69-06/70)
LTg Robert Conaty XO RivDiv 131 (05/68-04/69)
Tony Day T-151-4 (06/68-06/69)
Frank De La Oliva Harbor Clearance Unit One (HUC-1) & 

Combat Salvage Boat-3 (CSB-3) (29/68-06/71)
David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)
William Duggan RAS 13 M-131-2 (08/68-08/69)
Robert Durrett T-112-7 (01/67-12/67)

Paul Eastham T-132-11 (05/69-07/69)
Virgie Eblen Associate Member
Clifton J. Elliott C Co. 2/60 (1976) 
Leon Edmiston B Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (06/68-05/69)
Edith Ethridge Associate Member
Larry Gunner Ethridge USS Askari ARL-30 (07/69-07/70)
Terrance Fetters HHQ 3rd/47th Inf (04/69-07/69)
Robert Flaige E Co 3rd/60th Inf (05/67-05/68)
Neil Fovel 3rd/47th Inf (11/67-03/68) 
Dennis Frank D Co. CMDR 3rd/60th Inf (07/68-07/69)
Bill Frede RivRon 11 T-112-2 (04/67-10/67)
Fred Frost E Co. 2nd/60th Inf (12/67-12/68)
Nan Fulton Associate Member
Richard Gallagher USS Mercer APB-39 (1968-69)
Capt James Gautier Co RivDiv 111 (10/68-05/69)
John N. Gavin USS Satyr ARL-23 (1971)
Regina Gooden Associate Member
Harry Hahn RivRon 13 M-131-1 (03/69-03/70)
William Halloran COMRIVFLOT ONE N2 (09/67-09/68)
Roger Hamilton, Jr. USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Jeffie Hanks USS Benewah APB-35 (01/70-01/71)
SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
BMCM (Ret) Wayne Hapgood RivRon 15 T-52
Joseph Harper USS White River LSMR-536 (12/66-12/68)
Richard Hawkins COMNAVFORV NAVADVGRP 

(VNN HHQ) (12/69-12/70)
Leo Haynes RivDiv 594 PBR-8120 (04/69-02/70)
Charles Heindel C-91-1 (11/67-12/68)
Wayne Higdon USS Satyr ARL-23 (06/67-05/69)
Joe Hilliard Gunner T-48 (09/69-03/70) and 

Boat Captain T-44 (03/70-07/70)
Alan Hodgkinson A Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (01/68-08/69)
Kenneth Hogan RivRon 11 RAD 112 T-112-13 (02/69-09/69)
James Hoyer 1097th TC (MB) (08/68-07/69)
MajGen Ira A. Hunt Jr. HHQ 9th Inf Div (05/68-07/69)
Alan G. Hyde 9th Signal (1966-67)
In honor of Albert Moore and all he has done for the MRFA
Truman Irving USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Bill Isetts RM2 USS Askari ARL-30 (07/66-08/67)
Francis Janssen B Co. 93rd Const Eng (08/67-07/68)
David Jarczewski C Co. 4th/47th Inf 9th Div (05/66-05/68)
Bradley Jenkins HHSB 3rd/34th Arty & 

2nd/47th Mech (09/68-10/69)
Bruce Jensen T-111-3 (1967-68)
Bruce L. Johnson C Co. 4th/47th Inf (08/67-03/68)
Duane Johnson 15th Combat Engineers (06/67-06/68)
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Gerald Johnston USS Nye County LST-1067 (01/66-01/67)
David R. Jones RivRon 11 Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)

Frank B. Jones RivRon 15 T-48
Edward Jordan RivRon 15 T-152-4/T-44 (08/68-08/69)
Jerry “Hollywood” Kawecki B Co. 3rd/47th 

9th Inf (07/68-12/68)
Dane Keller RivDiv 532 PBR 121 (05/69-05/70)
Thomas Kelley USN (Ret) RivDiv 152 (09/68-06/69)
Michael Knowlton YRBM-18 (01/68-01/69)
Gary L. Knox RivRon 9 A-91-8 (01/68-06/70) 
Larry Koltz Command Flotilla-1 Task Force 

117 Div 91 T 91-10 (09/66-06/70)
LTC Nick Laiacona USA (Ret.) C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (1968-69)
Jerry Lippincott IUWG-1, LCM-877 (06/70-05/71)
James Long Sr. ComRivFlot One Staff (11/67-11/68)
James Lowe APL-26 (05/68-05/69
James Lukaszewski DC2 APL-30 (8/68-8/69)
Larry Lyons RivDiv 112 C-112-1 (1967-68)
Robert Marburger C Co. 2nd/60th Inf (11/68-11/69)
Vincent Matura RivRon 152 (10/69-07/70) “Suffolk 24”
Jerry L. Maygarden, USS Luzerne County 

LST-902 (6/69-7/69)
Paul A. Mayne YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Cratis McLaughlin D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf Div (09/68-07/69)
Adam Metts T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
Rick Miller B-2 4th/39th Inf. (12/67-12/68)
MilSpec Tours Inc
Nickola Mitschkowetz BM2 APL-30 (11/68-11/69)
Albert and Sara Moore USS Benewah (APB-35)
Joe Moore USS Colleton APB-36 (10/66-08/67) 
J. Russell and Alice Moore A-91-5 (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran B Co 4th/47th Inf (11/67-10/68)
Roy and Lynn Moseman 4th/47th Inf
Naval Advisory Group
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah APB-35, 4/70-2/71
Nha Trang (1967-68 and 1970-71)
Jasper Northcutt B Co. 2nd/47th Mech Inf (11/66-05/67)
James Noyes C Btry 3rd/34th Arty (06/67-06/68)
Gary T. O’Brien MM3 USS Mercer APB-39 (04/68-12/69)
George R. O’Connell USS Terrell Cty LST-1157
Christopher Olsen T-131-8 (05/68-05/69)
Capt Jerry Pape USN (Ret) Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE (01/68-12/68)
John Wayne Parrish Jr. Co. A 4th/47th Inf (01/68-01/69)
Dwayne Parsons M-111-1 (Zippo 1) (11/67-11/68)
Kurt I. Patton Mike 5 and T-37 (11/69-11/70)
Anthony Perez USS Iredell County LST-839 (11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips D Co. 15th Combat 

Engineers 9th Inf (08/68-06/69)
BM1 W. R. Posey Craft Master YTB-785 (1967-68, 1970-71)

Bill Posson USS Hampshire County LST-819 (1969-70)
Paul Ray M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
David Raybell Monitor 111-3 (11/66-02/68)
Bill & Donna Robinson CO USS Mark AKL-12 (06/70-05/71)
Lawrence “Larry” Roche A-152-2 (10/68-07/69) 
Greg Rockow USS Harnett County LST-821 (1968-69)
Jerry Ross T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
Robert “Bob” and Betty A. Schrader D Co. 

9th Med BN (07/68-07/69)
COL Sam Schutte Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (03/66-12/67)
George Schwemmer C Co. 6th/31st Inf. (1968-69)
Thomas D. Scott USS Colleton APB-36 (12/66-04/68)
Jerry Shearer C Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (04/67-04/68)
CDR William D. Shutters USN (Ret) Boat 

Captain T-111-1 (9/67-8/68)
Richard Simpson C Co. 3rd/47th Inf 9th Div (05/67-05/68) 
John Smith B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69) for all Riverines
Marc Spilberg 4th/47th Inf (01-68-01/69)
Chet “Gunner” Stanley C-111-1 and M-111-3 (1966-68)
Thomas Stuart USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
John Sturtz T-151-9 (06/68-06/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-06/69)
Jack Terry USS Colleton APB-36 (1966-68)
Thanks to Artillery
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Tip of the hat to Albert
Joseph J. Trovato 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (06/67-06/68)
USS Terrell County LST-1157
Roger Valentine USS Askari ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
Bob and Nancy VanDruff T-91-5 and T-92-4
David J. Vicknair USS Washtenaw County 

LST-1166 (1968-70)
Ron Wallace B Co. 3rd Plat 3rd/47th Inf (05/66-08/67)
Hank and Becky Washburn USS Colleton 

APB-36 (01/67-09/68)
Bill Weidman T-111-12 (02/67-02/68)
Gary Weisz A-91-4 (10/67-07/68)
David H. White USN (Ret) USS Satyr ARL-23 (08/69-08/70)
Jeffrey L. Withers RivRon 11 A-112-8 and 

M-112-12 (06/68-06/69)
William H. Ziebarth 9th Signal 3rd/34th Arty (05/66-12/67)
James Zieminski EN2 Boat Captain RivDiv 

153 ASPB 6854 (04/69-04/70)
Robert Zimmer XO USS Mercer APB-39 (02/68-07/69)
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt ComNavForV
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2nd/47th Mech (09/68-10/69)
Bruce Jensen T-111-3 (1967-68)
Bruce L. Johnson C Co. 4th/47th Inf (08/67-03/68)
Duane Johnson 15th Combat Engineers (06/67-06/68)
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Gerald Johnston USS Nye County LST-1067 (01/66-01/67)
David R. Jones RivRon 11 Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)

Frank B. Jones RivRon 15 T-48
Edward Jordan RivRon 15 T-152-4/T-44 (08/68-08/69)
Jerry “Hollywood” Kawecki B Co. 3rd/47th 

9th Inf (07/68-12/68)
Dane Keller RivDiv 532 PBR 121 (05/69-05/70)
Thomas Kelley USN (Ret) RivDiv 152 (09/68-06/69)
Michael Knowlton YRBM-18 (01/68-01/69)
Gary L. Knox RivRon 9 A-91-8 (01/68-06/70) 
Larry Koltz Command Flotilla-1 Task Force 

117 Div 91 T 91-10 (09/66-06/70)
LTC Nick Laiacona USA (Ret.) C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (1968-69)
Jerry Lippincott IUWG-1, LCM-877 (06/70-05/71)
James Long Sr. ComRivFlot One Staff (11/67-11/68)
James Lowe APL-26 (05/68-05/69
James Lukaszewski DC2 APL-30 (8/68-8/69)
Larry Lyons RivDiv 112 C-112-1 (1967-68)
Robert Marburger C Co. 2nd/60th Inf (11/68-11/69)
Vincent Matura RivRon 152 (10/69-07/70) “Suffolk 24”
Jerry L. Maygarden, USS Luzerne County 

LST-902 (6/69-7/69)
Paul A. Mayne YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Cratis McLaughlin D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf Div (09/68-07/69)
Adam Metts T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
Rick Miller B-2 4th/39th Inf. (12/67-12/68)
MilSpec Tours Inc
Nickola Mitschkowetz BM2 APL-30 (11/68-11/69)
Albert and Sara Moore USS Benewah (APB-35)
Joe Moore USS Colleton APB-36 (10/66-08/67) 
J. Russell and Alice Moore A-91-5 (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran B Co 4th/47th Inf (11/67-10/68)
Roy and Lynn Moseman 4th/47th Inf
Naval Advisory Group
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah APB-35, 4/70-2/71
Nha Trang (1967-68 and 1970-71)
Jasper Northcutt B Co. 2nd/47th Mech Inf (11/66-05/67)
James Noyes C Btry 3rd/34th Arty (06/67-06/68)
Gary T. O’Brien MM3 USS Mercer APB-39 (04/68-12/69)
George R. O’Connell USS Terrell Cty LST-1157
Christopher Olsen T-131-8 (05/68-05/69)
Capt Jerry Pape USN (Ret) Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE (01/68-12/68)
John Wayne Parrish Jr. Co. A 4th/47th Inf (01/68-01/69)
Dwayne Parsons M-111-1 (Zippo 1) (11/67-11/68)
Kurt I. Patton Mike 5 and T-37 (11/69-11/70)
Anthony Perez USS Iredell County LST-839 (11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips D Co. 15th Combat 

Engineers 9th Inf (08/68-06/69)
BM1 W. R. Posey Craft Master YTB-785 (1967-68, 1970-71)

Bill Posson USS Hampshire County LST-819 (1969-70)
Paul Ray M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
David Raybell Monitor 111-3 (11/66-02/68)
Bill & Donna Robinson CO USS Mark AKL-12 (06/70-05/71)
Lawrence “Larry” Roche A-152-2 (10/68-07/69) 
Greg Rockow USS Harnett County LST-821 (1968-69)
Jerry Ross T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
Robert “Bob” and Betty A. Schrader D Co. 

9th Med BN (07/68-07/69)
COL Sam Schutte Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (03/66-12/67)
George Schwemmer C Co. 6th/31st Inf. (1968-69)
Thomas D. Scott USS Colleton APB-36 (12/66-04/68)
Jerry Shearer C Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (04/67-04/68)
CDR William D. Shutters USN (Ret) Boat 

Captain T-111-1 (9/67-8/68)
Richard Simpson C Co. 3rd/47th Inf 9th Div (05/67-05/68) 
John Smith B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69) for all Riverines
Marc Spilberg 4th/47th Inf (01-68-01/69)
Chet “Gunner” Stanley C-111-1 and M-111-3 (1966-68)
Thomas Stuart USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
John Sturtz T-151-9 (06/68-06/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-06/69)
Jack Terry USS Colleton APB-36 (1966-68)
Thanks to Artillery
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Tip of the hat to Albert
Joseph J. Trovato 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (06/67-06/68)
USS Terrell County LST-1157
Roger Valentine USS Askari ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
Bob and Nancy VanDruff T-91-5 and T-92-4
David J. Vicknair USS Washtenaw County 

LST-1166 (1968-70)
Ron Wallace B Co. 3rd Plat 3rd/47th Inf (05/66-08/67)
Hank and Becky Washburn USS Colleton 

APB-36 (01/67-09/68)
Bill Weidman T-111-12 (02/67-02/68)
Gary Weisz A-91-4 (10/67-07/68)
David H. White USN (Ret) USS Satyr ARL-23 (08/69-08/70)
Jeffrey L. Withers RivRon 11 A-112-8 and 

M-112-12 (06/68-06/69)
William H. Ziebarth 9th Signal 3rd/34th Arty (05/66-12/67)
James Zieminski EN2 Boat Captain RivDiv 

153 ASPB 6854 (04/69-04/70)
Robert Zimmer XO USS Mercer APB-39 (02/68-07/69)
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt ComNavForV
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Dallas Abbott A Co. 3rd/60th Inf (06/67-06/68)
Edward R. Aldrich B Co. 720th MP BN (07/69-07/70)
Bruce Anderson, B Co. 2nd/60th (12/68-05/69)
Jimmie J. Apel A Co. 4th/47th Inf and 6th/31st (1969-70)
Keith Arboleda RivDiv 595 RAD 153 (06/69-06/70)
Charlie & Georginia Ardinger    RivRon 15  T-151-11   
5/68-7/69
Ed Arledge USS Indra ARL-37 (1967-70)
Dale Ashley USS Monmouth County LST-1032 (11/66-
11/67)
Christian Bachofer Jr. ComRivDiv 92 (07/68-06/69)
Col. Dennis A Bassett, A Co. 3rd/60th (08/68-07/69)
Stephen Benedict A Co 3rd/60th Inf ( 03/68-03/69)
Thomas R. Bogner A&C Cos 2nd/39 Inf. (2/68-1/69)
Bruce Branigan D Co. 3rd/60th Infantry (05/68-12/68)
Dr. David Branstetter
David Brown, RivRon 9 Staff (1/68-1/69)
Gary Bruno USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71)
John C. Burkhardt
Robert Caldwell Jr. USS Nye County LST-1067 (02/66-
02-67)
Jim Carter RivRon 15 T-52 (12/69-12/70)
Melvin Chandler  Co. C  3/47th  5/68-5/69
Thomas Childress USS Krishna ARL-38 (06/70-08/71)
Kevin Comp   LST 825 & LST 601
LTG Robert Conaty XO RivDiv 131 (05/68-04/69)
Lee J. Connell, Jr, C Co 4th/39th & HHC 2nd/60th (04/69-
10/69)
Antonio D’Agostini, 15th Engineer,  9th Inf.
Frank De La Oliva, Harbor Clearance Unit One (HUC-1), & 
Combat Salvage Boat-3 (CSB-3) (29/68-06/71)
CD David A. Desiderio, USCG (Ret), USCGC Pontchartrain 
(WHEC-70) (02/68-09/69)
Robert Dockendorff, NSA Dong Tam/YRBM-17 (03/67-
04/68)
Bob Duffy, E Co.  3rd/47th
William Duggan,  RAS 13 M-131-2 (08/68-08/69)
Clayton E. East, USS Krishna ARL-38 (08/66-03/68)
Paul Eastham, T-132-11 (05/69-07/69)
Virgie Eblen, Associate Member
Leon Edmiston, B Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (06/68-05/69)
Clifton J. Elliott, C Co. 3/60 (1976)

Dennis Erlandson, D Co. 3rd/47th (08/68-04/69)
Larry “Gunner” Ethridge, USS Askari ARL-30 (07/69-07/70)
Horst S. Filtzer, MD FACS, Battle Surgeon, 3rd/47th, 9th Inf. 
(12/66-4/68)
Robert Flaige, E Co., 3rd/60th Inf. (05/67-05/68)
Ronnie Fontenot, YRBM-17 in Dong Tam (01/68-11/68)
Neil Fovel, 3rd/47th Inf (11/67-03/68)
Bill Frede, T-112-2 (01/67-10/67)
Roland Gagnon, USS Harnett County  LST821
Richard Gallagher, USS Mercer APB-39 (1968-69)
Capt. James Gautier, C.O., RivDiv 111 (10/68-05/69)
John N. Gavin, USS Satyr, ARL-23 (1971)
David R. Georgius, NAVAIRFAC AIRCOFAT, Logistics 
Helicopters (10/70-11/71)
John W. Gerbing, A&E Co 4th/47th Inf (1966-68)
Harry Hahn, RivRon 13, M-131-1 (03/69-03/70)
William Halloran, COMRIVFLOT ONE, N2 (09/67-09/68)
Roger Hamilton, Jr. USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Michael Hanmer, RivRon 15, T-49
BMCM (Ret) Wayne Hapgood, RivRon 15, T-52 (07/70-
12/70) & RID 48 (12/70-07/71)
Joseph Harper, USS White River, LSMR-536 (12/66-12/68)
Leo Haynes, RivDiv 594, PBR-8120 (04/69-02/70)
Ross Henderson, USS Luzerne County,  LST-902
Wayne Higdon, USS Satyr, ARL-23 (06/67-05/69)
Joe Hilliard, Gunner, T-48 (09/69-03/70), and Boat Captain, 
T-44 (03/70-07/70)
D. D. Hoffman, RivRon 9, ASPB 91-8 (03/67-03/68)
James Hoyer, 1097th TC (MB) (08/68-07/69)
John Hughes, 3/60th, 9th Inf.
Alan G. Hyde, 9th Signal (1966-67)
Truman Irving, USS Mark, AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Jeff Jacobson, T-151-31
Francis Janssen, B Co. 93rd Const. Eng. (08/67-07/68)
David Jarczewski, C Co. 4th/47th Inf.,  9th Div. (05/66-05/68)
Bradley Jenkins, HHSB, 3rd/34th Arty. & 2nd/47th Mech. 
(09/68-10/69)
Bruce Jensen, T-111-3 (1967-68)
J. R. Johnson, Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Gerald Johnston, USS Nye County, LST-1067 (01/66-01/67)
David R. Jones, RivRon 11, Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)
Frank Jones, RivDiv 152, T-48 Boat Captain (07/69-07/70)
Richard L Jones, USS Tutula, ARG-4 (06/71-12/71)
Jerry “Hollywood” Kawecki, B Co., 3rd/47th, 9th Inf. (07/68-
12/68)
Dane Keller, RivDiv 532, PBR 121 (05/69-05/70)

Thomas Kelley, USN (Ret), Ras 9, & RivDiv 152 (08/68-
06/69)
Chuck Kimball, GMG3, RivDiv 92, RivDiv 153
John Klungreseter, T-111-2 & M-111-1
Gary L. Knox, RivRon 9, A-91-8 (01/68-06/70)
LTC. Nick Laiacona, USA (Ret.), C Co. 3rd/60th Inf. 
(1968-69)
Robert Lamoureux, C Co.  3rd/47th
Art “Lash” LaRue, Zippo-3, RID-45, Alpha-67 (1/70-1/71)
Ron Linville, RAID-75
James Long Sr., ComRivFlot One Staff (11/67-11/68)
Naval Advisory Group
Richard Lorman, T-152-6 (06/68-06/69)
James Lowe, APL-26 (05/68-05/69)
Frank O. Martinolich, A. Co 3rd/60th 9th Inf Div. (03/68-
03/69)
James Masters, USS Askari, ARL-30 (09/69-08/70)
Vincent Matura, RivRon 152 (10/69-07/70), “Suffolk 24”
Jerry L. Maygarden, USS Luzerne County, LST-902 
(6/69-7/70)
Paul A. Mayne, YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Larry McCallister, C-2 4th/47th Infantry (12/67-12/69)
Cratis McLaughlin, D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf Div (09/68-07/69)
Cyril “Bud” McQuillan, Jr.,  E Co. 2nd/39th HHC (0268-
02/69)
Stan Melton
Adam Metts, T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
Joe Moore, USS Colleton APB-36 (10/66-08/67)
Albert B. Moore, USS Benewah and IUWG-1 (04/67-0470)
J. Russell and Alice Moore, T-91-5, (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran, B Co 4th/47th Inf (11/67-10/68)
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah APB-35 (4/70-2/71)
James Noyes, C Btry., 3rd/34th Arty. (06/67-06/68)
Christopher Olsen, T-131-8 (05/68-05/69) 
Charles Ostrov, HHC, 2nd/47th Mech Inf. (01/68-12/68)
Ed Paananen, HQ 3rd/47th, 9th Inf. (05/66-06/68)
Capt. Jerry Pape, USN (Ret) Staff, COMRIVFLOT ONE 
(01/68-12/68)
Stephen Paradisi, B Co.  3rd/47th
Dwayne Parsons, M-111-1 (Zippo 1) (11/67-11/68)
Anthony L. Perez, USS Iredell County LST-839 (11/69-
07/70)
John “Ron” Perry, T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips, D Co. 15th Combat Engineers
Paul Ray, M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
David Raybell, Monitor 111-3 (11/66-02/68)

Col. Henly “Ed” Reed, HHC 2nd/60th Infantry
Bill & Donna Robinson, CO USS Mark, AKL-12 (06/70-
05/71)
Roger Rose, RAS 13, RivDiv 131, A-2, T-3, T-10
Jerry Ross, T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Durwood D. Rosser, M-91-1 (10/67-08/68)
Will Rugemer, C-151-1
Billie Sanders, Rivron 11, RAD 112, T-112-1, & CCB-112-1, 
1967, plankowner
Norman Saunders, B Co. 3rd/39th Inf. (01/69-08/69)
Duane Schinn, Z-111-7, and M-111-2 (12/67-06/68)
F. George Schuster, LTJG. USS Indra, ARL-37 (1968-69)
COL. Sam Schutte, Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (05/66-1/68)
George Schwemmer, C Co., 6th/31st Inf. (1968-69)
Thomas D. Scott, USS Colleton, APB-36 (12/66-4/68)
Pete Seitz, USS Askari, ARL-30   3/67-2/69
Jerry Shearer, C Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (04/67-04/68)
Joseph W. Shedlock, A-152-4 (10/68-07/69)
CDR. William D. Shutters, USN (Ret) Boat Captain T-111-1 
(9/67-8/68)
Bill Slover, XO USS Colleton, APB-36  11/66-4/68
Richard Snell, E Co., 15 Eng. Bat. 9th Inf.
Bryan Swisher, B Co., 3rd/47th Inf. (12/68-6/69)
John Tatich Jr., A Co. 2nd/47th Inf.
Charles Thompson, 9th Admin. Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman, T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Jim Towey, Co. B, 2nd/60th Infantry (1068-08/69)
John Trudeau, A Co.  3rd/60th, 9th Inf.
Darwin Turpin, 4th/47th, Alpha Co.
Roger Valentine, USS Askari, ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
GMGI Ricky Vice, USN (Ret.) T-131-7 (03/68-05/69), & 
NAG (01/71-06/72)
David J. Vicknair, USS Washtenaw County, LST-1166 
(1968-1970)
Ron Wallace, B Co., 3rd Plat 3rd/47th Inf. (05/66-08/67)
Bill Weidman, T-111-12 (02/67-0268)
YFU-4, Naval Support Activity Danang
David H. White, USN (Ret), USS Satyr, ARL-23 (08/69-
08/70)
BMCM Donald Wiita, USN (Ret), T-111-13 (03/67-02/68)
Jeffrey L. Withers, RivRon 11, A-112-8, and M-112-2 
(06/68-06/69)
William H. Ziebarth, 9th Signal, 3rd/34 Arty (05/66-12/67)
James Zieminski, EN2, Boat Captain, RivDiv 153 ASPB 
6854 (04/69-04/70)
Robert Zimmer, XO, USS Mercer, APB-39 (02/68-07/69)


