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 Message From the Radio Shack 

Hello, from the Radio Shack! 

This is your LAST CHANCE to sign up and attend the reunion. We only have registration by mail.  Do it 
now. If you come on site and try to register, it will cost you a lot more. We extended our mail in dates for 
registration to Sept 1st allowing for the later mail in forms. As I have said previously, on-site registration 
is costly, so SIGN UP NOW. Our staff wants to enjoy their time also at the reunion, and there are only 
two short times that you can register on site. ON SITE REGISTRATION IS CASH, ORCHECK!  NO 
CREDIT CARDS! The last chance sign-up form is in this edition of River Currents. You will notice that 
we have an early agenda for the reunion in this River Currents.  One of the HUGE additions to the agenda 
is a Saturday night FREE BUFFET DINNER. This will be a Banquet of Heroes where we will also 
announce the agreement that we have to provide all MRFA members with a Quilt of Valor personalized 
Quilt. The details of this will be rolled out at the banquet dinner. Following the dinner there will be DJ 
music and dancing for those of you with light feet!!!!!! Not me!!!The Mobile Riverine Museum is OPEN 
at the Russell Road Military Museum, right on the Illinois/Wisconsin border on I-94. Take the Russell 
Road Exit. You will enjoy their nice MRF exhibit there along with a huge military display of helicopters, 
aircraft, boats (PBR) and more 

We are grateful to the Johnson Family Fund for their very generous donation to our MRF documentary 
and our reunion. The Arballos are feverously working towards completion. 

That is all!  See you at the reunion! 

Harry….Out!  

Harry Hahn, President.  

 SparksRivRon13@aol.com  
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Hello again 
from the Radio 
Shack: 

What a great 
reunion we 
had!! I mean, 
it was GREAT. 
It was my 
pleasure to 
see all of you 

there. This was the first reunion we 
had where we did not have a museum 
trailer or museum room. However, 
very noteworthy was the “RivRon 
room” where Gerry Burleigh always 
brings his memorabilia. Gerry has 
been doing this for as many years as 
I have been a member, which is now 
25 years. He hauls it in his pickup 
truck from east Texas to wherever 
our reunions are!! Thanks Gerry! 
Also, we had hot food served in the 
RivRon room which attracted a lot 
of you Army guys!! I love the cross 
pollination that has taken place with 
the Army and Navy in that room. 
Thanks to Terry Sater, his son Chris, 
Randy Peat and his sons, Dan, and 
Dave, for sponsoring this room.

Speaking of Chris Sater, Terry’s son, 
Chris is now the newest member of 
our Board of Directors. After twenty 
years of his coming to reunions with 
his Dad, and working every reunion, 
Chris brings the new, young blood to 
our association that we will need as 
we go forward.

Message From Frank Jones
I want to thank all of the volunteers at the reunion. Without your dedication 
and time, the reunion wouldn’t have been the huge success that it was! I hope 
everyone had a good time and plans on attending the next reunion in two years!

Thanks,

Frank Jones
MRFA Treasurer/Membership Chairman/Reunion Coordinator

The Lady’s Raffle Brigade!

SparksRivRon13@aol.com 
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Tessa & Chris Sater
Quilt by Esther Lightwine

Winner Mark Vandling
Quilt by Mable Springer

Jackpot Winners
Rosslind Plough and

Marge Dobrofsky

Your membership expiration date is 
printed on your River Currents 

just above your name and address.



2 • River Currents, Volume 28, Number 2 • SUMMER 2019

Mobile Riverine Force Association
Membership Application Form

 New Member     Associate Member    Renewal    Sponsor
 Donation     CCB-18     Mobile Museum 
 Change of address below.
 

NEWSLETTER DELIVERY
 Postal Delivery     Go Green with Email

Name ___________________________________________________

Street ___________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________

State __________________ Zip Code _________________________

Phone ___________________________________________________

Cell  _____________________________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________________

 WW-II     Korea    Vietnam

 Army Member
   Unit (Division, Brigade, Battalion, Company, Platoon, Battery)
       _____________________________________________________
 Navy Member
   Unit (Ship, Boat Hull Numbers, Navy Activity/Detachment, etc.)
       _____________________________________________________

Dates Served in Unit (mm/yr - mm/yr) __________  to __________

MEMBERSHIP RATES DONATION
 1 Year $20     3 Years $50  ____________________

To become a member, mail your check or money order  
(payable To MRFA) to Frank Jones, MRFA Membership Chairman, 9 San 

Marino Pkwy, Fenton, MO 63026-7513

River Currents Staff
Editor Terry Sater

Copy Editor Georginia Ardinger
Graphic Artist Robin Bartell

2019 Reunion Plan Of The Day
Thursday August 29

Start Time End Time Event Location Comments

0900 1700 Registration Conference Center 
Lobby

Register here first before attending 
any events. You must have your 

ID badge on to enter events.

0700 2100 Main Hall OPEN Conference Center Hall is open for coffee and donuts, 
beer and meet all your friends

0900 1700 MRFA Mobile 
Museum OPEN

Outside Conference 
Center

MRFA Trailer with all the KIA listed 
on sides of trailer, plus pictures 

and memorabilia

0900 ??? Individual Unit 
Rooms OPEN

Conference Center Individual Unit Rooms and MRFA 
Museum Room Open

Friday August 30
Start Time End Time Event Location Comments

0700 2100 Main Hall Conference Center Hall is open for coffee and donuts, 
beer and meet all your friends

0900 1700 MRFA Mobile 
Museum OPEN

Outside Conference 
Center

MRFA Trailer with all the KIA listed 
on sides of trailer, plus pictures 

and memorabilia

0900 ??? Individual Unit 
Rooms OPEN

Conference Center Individual Unit Rooms and MRFA 
Museum Room Open

0800 1700 Registration Conference Center 
Lobby

0900 1900 Free Bus Service Outside Conference 
Center

Free Bus Transportation to 
Opryland, Mall and Downtown 
(runs every hour). See below

1100 1500 BBQ Lunch Outside Patio This is a pay your own event

1930 2200 Entertainment: 
Sailor Jerri

Main Room

Saturday August 31
Start Time End Time Event Location Comments

0700 2100 Main Hall Conference Center Hall is open for coffee and donuts, 
beer and meet all your friends

0800 1600 MRFA Mobile 
Museum Trailer

Outside Conference 
Center

MRFA Trailer with all the KIA listed 
on sides of trailer, plus pictures 

and memorabilia

0900 ??? Individual Unit 
Rooms OPEN

Conference Center Individual Unit Rooms and MRFA 
Museum Room Open

0800 0900 Late Registration Conference Center 
Lobby

0900 1100 Memorial Service 
and Presentation 
of MRF Medal of 
Honor recipients

Conference Center 
Main Room

1100 1500 BBQ Lunch Outside Patio This is a pay your own event

1900 1930 Saturday Night 
in Music City USA; 
Entertainment by 
Country Music 

Singer, Brian Huff

Conference Center 
Main Room

Welcome from Stan Melton ATC 
91-5

1945 2200 Grand Ole Opry 
performers; Mike 

Snider Group

Main Room

Music City Tours
Free Friday Transportation: While at-

tending the reunion, you can see why Nash-
ville has been declared the “‘It’ City” by 
the New York Times and about 100 people 
move there every day. We have arranged 
for an ADA accessible bus to transport our 
guests to the Opryland area that includes 
stops at the Grand Ole Opry, Opry Mills Mall 
and General Jackson Riverboat tour. The 
bus will run hourly from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
only on Friday. Our hotel also has a small 
shuttle every half hour to downtown from 
8 a.m. till 10 p.m. every day.

Pay to see Tour: Additionally, Flair tours 
will run 3-hour sight-seeing tours from 2 
to 5 p.m. both Friday and Saturday for $35 
per person. Places such as the Tennessee 
Titans and Nashville Predators & Sounds 
stadiums, homes of some of the music and 
movie stars, Natchez Trace parkway and 
bridge, Andrew Jackson Hermitage, State 
Capital, Vanderbilt University, famous 
Music Row where Elvis recorded, Printers 
Alley, Belle Meade Plantation, Johnny Cash 
Museum, Tootsie’s Orchid Lounge, and the 
Wild Horse Saloon. Pre-register for these 
tours directly with Flair Tours at 615-361-
3737. They may have a representative in 
the lobby.

 ★

Message From The Radio Shack
continued from page 1
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Please send Frank Jones any changes in address, 
phone number or e-mail addresses so that he can 

keep our database updated.

His address is: 
9 San Marino Parkway, Fenton, MO 63026

Frank’s e-mail address is mrfatango48@gmail.com

Contact Changes

Going forward, your President has been working with 
other associations to perpetuate our organization as we 
all grow older.

We made an announcement at the reunion that although 
we were disappointed that we could not roll out the 
Documentary at the reunion, it continues to move 
forward with an expected Premier in the springtime. 
Arranging where and when these Premiers take place 
will now become my focus in the coming months.

How about that dinner, the “Banquet of Heroes” 
on Saturday night of the reunion. The food and the 
company were excellent. The announcement of our 
partnership with Quilts of Valor, and the presentation to 
eleven people there, at the reunion, was magnificent.  

Lastly, thank you to all the workers, men, and women, 
who worked at the reunion! They make the reunion 
happen! That’s all for now, my friends. The planning 
now begins for our next big reunion in 2025 as we plan 
to make it an even bigger success than this year!!

Harry Hahn, President 
SparksRivRon13@aol.com

The Unofficial MRFA Reunion Winner of “Who traveled the 
furthest?” award, goes to Jack Ewing (L), who traveled to our 
reunion, from London, England!  Jack brought many of MRFA/9th 
Infantry items he has been collecting, since he was a teenager!  
Following the reunion, Jack, and a couple of his buddies from 
“across the pond” drove down to New Orleans!  We hope to get a 
full report on that adventure!  

Our winner of our “Most Senior” attendee went to our beloved 
member, LTC. Jim Forsberg (R), B Company, 2nd/60th.  While he 
may “officially” be in the ranks of the Army, for many of us, he 
will always be “The Admiral.”  Jim flew to St. Louis from Auburn, 
California, this time, but he swears that for our next reunion, he is 
driving.  

The Unofficial MRFA Reunion Winner of “Who traveled the furthest?” award, goes to Jack Ewing (L), 
who traveled to our reunion, from London, England!  Jack brought many of MRFA/9th Infantry items he 
has been collecting, since he was a teenager!  Following the reunion, Jack, and a couple of his buddies 
from “across the pond” drove down to New Orleans!  We hope to get a full report on that adventure!   

Our winner of our “Most Senior” attendee went to our beloved member, LTC. Jim Forsberg (R), B 
Company, 2nd/60th.  While he may “officially” be in the ranks of the Army, for many of us, he will always 
be “The Admiral.”  Jim flew to St. Louis from Auburn, California, this time, but he swears that for our 
next reunion, he is driving.   

Many visited the Soldiers Memorial, in Downtown, St. Louis, 
which is currently hosting a special exhibit on the Vietnam War.  
The “HO CHI MINH KISS MY ASS” banner, on display at Soldiers 

Memorial, flew between the antennas of T-131-9.   Also included 
in the exhibit were weapons and artifacts of the Vietnam War, 
and a notice that the constitution of the American Legion was 

formally adopted in a convention in St. Louis, in 1919.

************************************************************************** 

The “HO CHI MINH KISS MY ASS” banner, on display at Soldiers 

Contact the Editor
If you have questions, stories, or comments for “River Currents,” 

please e-mail Terry Sater, at terry.s8er@yahoo.com.  
Not all stories can be published.  

All must be family friendly. 
We want a good balance of Army and Navy stories, 

so please participate!
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who traveled to our reunion, from London, England!  Jack brought many of MRFA/9th Infantry items he 
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Togetherness at the MRFA Reunion
St. Louis, Missouri

September 14-16, 2023

Dave and Dan Peat rode the elevator 
to the top of the Gateway Arch

and took a few photos! 
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continued on page 5

          

The “Missing Man Table Ceremony” has been a time honored and solemn tradition of the MRFA and 9th 
Infantry Division Reunion gathering.  It is an outward expression of our love for those who are departed, 
in battle, and in peace.   

Each item on the Missing Man Table represents the emotions and feelings reserved for those who did not 
come home. The ceremony symbolizes that they are with us, here in spirit. All Americans should never 
forget the brave men and women who answered our nation’s call to serve and fought for our freedom with 
honor. 

The exact origins of this sacred ceremony are a little unclear. It may have arisen organically, incorporating 
various elements of military tradition.  One has it that the ceremony was first held by the Red River 
Valley Association, a collection of pilots who had flown in the Vietnam War. Another version credits 
Master Sgt. Lawrence Tassone with one of the first official performances of the ceremony, at a 1980 
convention for the Air Force Sergeants Association.  
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The “Missing Man Table Ceremony” has been a time honored and solemn tradition of the MRFA and 9th Infantry Division 
Reunion gathering.  It is an outward expression of our love for those who are departed, in battle, and in peace.  

Each item on the Missing Man Table represents the emotions and feelings reserved for those who did not come home. The 
ceremony symbolizes that they are with us, here in spirit. All Americans should never forget the brave men and women who 
answered our nation’s call to serve and fought for our freedom with honor.

The exact origins of this sacred ceremony are a little unclear. It may have arisen organically, incorporating various elements of 
military tradition.  One has it that the ceremony was first held by the Red River Valley Association, a collection of pilots who 
had flown in the Vietnam War. Another version credits Master Sgt. Lawrence Tassone with one of the first official performances 
of the ceremony, at a 1980 convention for the Air Force Sergeants Association. 

Presentation 
of Flags to the 

Families
Master Chief Gunners Mate Chester 

C. Stanley presented flags to the 
families of our Fallen Brothers.  
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Georginia Ardinger, and 
CDR Charlie Ardinger Jr.

Paula Willingham

Frances Grunow Ohman

David Gianini. RivDiv 112 T-112-
1. This was my first reunion and was 
beyond anything I expected. With 
three shipmates there, it was a very 
emotional experience. The reunion was 
an excellent event that was very well 
planned and enjoyable. The banquet was 
the best I have ever been to. Everyone 
I met, Army, or Navy were like old 
friends. After being home for fifty-five 
years from Vietnam, it was a great 
closure experience to be at the reunion. 
I’ll definitely attend the next one.  Thank 
you!  We couldn’t have been more 
impressed!

Harold Weber. RivRon 13, T-132-1 
This was one of the best Reunion I have 
been to, everything was spot on.  I had A 
Great Time!

Larry Banning.  HHQ, 2nd Brigade 
9th Inf.  I only recently became aware 
of the MRFA, and my wife and I 
registered to attend the September 
reunion.  I was with the advanced party 
in January of 1967 that met the troops 
of the 2nd Brigade of the 9th Division 
as they disembarked from their ocean 
voyage and handed out flack vests and 
ammunition.  We traveled by convoy to 
Bearcat -- the first, initial base for the 
brigade.

Reunion Comments
On perhaps the first operation of the 
brigade, engineers had cleared a section 
of jungle and piled up large clumps of 
trees and foliage near the perimeter.  
After the first two days, commanders 
decided they wanted to deploy the last 
infantry squad guarding the perimeter. 

Apparently, they decided to do this in 
two stages -- send a few enlisted men 
from HHQ to the line the first day and 
then rotate-in the last group the second 
night.  I was one of the ones sent the 
first day.  That first day, everyone was 
relaxed -- helmets off and flack vests 
open or left on the ground.  The next day 
was an entirely different matter.

(On the Reunion) Both my wife and I 
were deeply moved -- I held back tears 
in recognition of all the heroes with 
medals of valor.  We had two multiple 
purple heart recipients at our dinner 
table.  I believe both had gone through 
the SERE camp, and they related the 
abuse they endured there including 
waterboarding and being struck by 
fists.  Later, at the American Legion, 
my wife related many details to some of 
our friends -- our side discussions with 
others at the convention and the award 
of the Quilts of Valor.  The films brought 
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back many memories, and my wife 
remarked about the contrast between 
the young soldiers in the films and the 
aging veterans at the convention.  

At the dinner table, I related my deep 
admiration for the troops that waded 
through rice paddies and the jungle -- 
many suffering injuries.  I mentioned 
my experience practically crawling 
under foliage and trees filled with red 
ants to survey the results of gun fire 
and artillery from a night guarding the 
perimeter of a field camp near Bearcat 
-- and later at Dong Tam along the 
canal that cut-off from the My Tho 
River -- the fact that the Navy would 
dump garbage in the My Tho, the 
tide would change and the garbage 
would wash up into the canal where 
people just across the canal would 
bathe and get their water.  We sat atop 
the bunkers to avoid the rats, and one 
troop was sent to LBJ (Long Ben Jail) 
for throwing a grenade at a rat and 
injuring another soldier.

Some related their experience coming 
home to protests.  I related my return 
in short sleeves from a Vietnam 
120-degree January, monsoon-day 
-- freezing to get through a custom’s 
checkpoint in California where we 
were issued dress greens -- getting 
on a plane to Kansas City where the 
temperature was 7 below zero -- going 
to a motel with my wife and setting the 
room temperature to 80 degrees -- she 
was sweating, and I was still cold.  I 
didn’t get warm until mid-summer -- 
but -- nobody was there to protest!  

There are many other things I could 
speak about.  It was a very emotional, 
moving event.  

Probably more than you asked for, 
but we were very impressed by the 
reunion, and everyone we met.  We 
look forward to future conventions 
if we are able to attend.  Once again, 
thank you.

Sincerely,

Larry & Karole Banning

Reunion Comments
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Bill Lancaster.  RivDiv 13 T-131-2.  This the fourth reunion we have attended, and the best. The staff at 
the hotel was super. Hope we have it there, next time. We laughed a lot and got to see our brothers again. 

Here are some photos I have never posted. Thanks again for putting on a great reunion. 

Bill and Linda Lancaster. 

          

******************************************************************** 

We were blessed to have a very special presentation by the Quilts of Valor organization.  The Quilts of 
valor was founded in 2003, by “Blue Star” mom Catherine Roberts.  With a son deployed in Iraq, as a 
“Gunner” sitting atop a Humvee, she felt “ten seconds away from panic,” twenty-four hours a day.  One 
night she dreamed of a post-deployment warrior struggling with his war demons at two o’clock in the 
morning.  In the next scene in that dream, she saw him sitting on the side of his bed, wrapped in a quilt.  
The quilt comforted him and fended off the “war demons” that troubled him.  From this vision, Quilts of 
Valor Foundation began.  The MRFA sincerely appreciates the Quilts of Valor organization. 
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and the best. The staff at the hotel was super. Hope we have it there, next time. We 
laughed a lot and got to see our brothers again.
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reunion.

Bill and Linda Lancaster.
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below zero -- going to a motel with my wife and setting the room temperature to 80 degrees -- she was 
sweating, and I was still cold.  I didn't get warm until mid-summer -- but -- nobody was there to protest!   

There are many other things I could speak about.  It was a very emotional, moving event.   

Probably more than you asked for, but we were very impressed by the reunion, and everyone we met.  We 
look forward to future conventions if we are able to attend.  Once again, thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Larry & Karole Banning 

Bill Lancaster.  RivDiv 13 T-131-2.  This the fourth reunion we have attended, and the best. The staff at 
the hotel was super. Hope we have it there, next time. We laughed a lot and got to see our brothers again. 

Here are some photos I have never posted. Thanks again for putting on a great reunion. 

Bill and Linda Lancaster. 

          

******************************************************************** 

We were blessed to have a very special presentation by the Quilts of Valor organization.  The Quilts of 
valor was founded in 2003, by “Blue Star” mom Catherine Roberts.  With a son deployed in Iraq, as a 
“Gunner” sitting atop a Humvee, she felt “ten seconds away from panic,” twenty-four hours a day.  One 
night she dreamed of a post-deployment warrior struggling with his war demons at two o’clock in the 
morning.  In the next scene in that dream, she saw him sitting on the side of his bed, wrapped in a quilt.  
The quilt comforted him and fended off the “war demons” that troubled him.  From this vision, Quilts of 
Valor Foundation began.  The MRFA sincerely appreciates the Quilts of Valor organization. 

We were blessed to have a very special presentation by the Quilts of Valor 
organization.  The Quilts of valor was founded in 2003, by “Blue Star” mom 
Catherine Roberts.  With a son deployed in Iraq, as a “Gunner” sitting atop a Humvee, 
she felt “ten seconds away from panic,” twenty-four hours a day.  One night she 
dreamed of a post-deployment warrior struggling with his war demons at two o’clock 
in the morning.  In the next scene in that dream, she saw him sitting on the side of his 
bed, wrapped in a quilt.  The quilt comforted him and fended off the “war demons” 
that troubled him.  From this vision, Quilts of Valor Foundation began.  The MRFA 
sincerely appreciates the Quilts of Valor organization.

(L to R) Larry Etheridge, Paul Baird, Mike Connolly, James Gleason, David Hanna, Frank Jones, 
Leonard Krudop, David Lull, Randy Peat, Terry Sater, David Todd 

Grant Ethridge.  I write to tell you, and all others involved, present, or otherwise interested, how 
incredibly lucky I feel to have attended the most recent convergence of the Mobile Riverine Force 
Association in St. Louis.  I accompanied my father, Larry Ethridge, to my first reunion and his long-
awaited return after missing the last several due to unfortunately timed and all too frequent back 
surgeries!   

We were both so excited to be able to make the trip this year, and from the moment we arrived until the 
moment we left we were surrounded by friendly faces, great stories, wonderful food (and maybe a cold 
beer or two), and a whole lot of love.  It was an honor to meet and spend such a great couple of days with 
you, with all of Dad’s shipmates from the USS Askari (ARL-30), Harry Hahn, Gunner Stanley, and so 
many more. To be able to hear all of the stories, some of which I may have heard once or twice, with 
other people who lived through the same experience was truly humbling and something I will never 
forget.   

    

(L to R) Larry Etheridge, Paul Baird, Mike Connolly, James Gleason, David Hanna, Frank Jones, 
Leonard Krudop, David Lull, Randy Peat, Terry Sater, David Todd 

Grant Ethridge.  I write to tell you, and all others involved, present, or otherwise interested, how 
incredibly lucky I feel to have attended the most recent convergence of the Mobile Riverine Force 
Association in St. Louis.  I accompanied my father, Larry Ethridge, to my first reunion and his long-
awaited return after missing the last several due to unfortunately timed and all too frequent back 
surgeries!   

We were both so excited to be able to make the trip this year, and from the moment we arrived until the 
moment we left we were surrounded by friendly faces, great stories, wonderful food (and maybe a cold 
beer or two), and a whole lot of love.  It was an honor to meet and spend such a great couple of days with 
you, with all of Dad’s shipmates from the USS Askari (ARL-30), Harry Hahn, Gunner Stanley, and so 
many more. To be able to hear all of the stories, some of which I may have heard once or twice, with 
other people who lived through the same experience was truly humbling and something I will never 
forget.   

    

(L to R) Larry Etheridge, Paul Baird, Mike Connolly, James Gleason, David Hanna, 
Frank Jones, Leonard Krudop, David Lull, Randy Peat, Terry Sater, David Todd

David Peat, Madelynn Peat, Randy Pete, Dan Peat, Linda Jones, Frank Jones, Judi 
Sater, Terry Sater, Asher Bridge, Dina Bridge, Larry Etheridge.
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Grant Ethridge.  I write to tell you, 
and all others involved, present, or 
otherwise interested, how incredibly 
lucky I feel to have attended the most 
recent convergence of the Mobile 
Riverine Force Association in St. 
Louis.  I accompanied my father, Larry 
Ethridge, to my first reunion and his 
long-awaited return after missing the 
last several due to unfortunately timed 
and all too frequent back surgeries!  

We were both so excited to be able to 
make the trip this year, and from the moment we arrived until the moment we left we were surrounded by friendly faces, great 
stories, wonderful food (and maybe a cold beer or two), and a whole lot of love.  It was an honor to meet and spend such a great 
couple of days with you, with all of Dad’s shipmates from the USS Askari (ARL-30), Harry Hahn, Gunner Stanley, and so many 
more. To be able to hear all of the stories, some of which I may have heard once or twice, with other people who lived through 
the same experience was truly humbling and something I will never forget.

The culmination, and one of the most moving presentations of the weekend, had to be the presentation of the Quilts of Valor.  
Larry was fortunate enough to be one of the recipients of his quilt at the ceremony, and it too is a moment I will always 
remember.  The welcome home moments that were so richly deserved, and for too many so long overdue, were incredibly 
compelling.  I would like to thank you, everyone with the Quilts of Valor association, and everyone who worked so hard to 
organize such a wonderful event, and for allowing us to bear witness to such an awesome brotherhood.  Thank you all so much, 

Reunion Comments

(L to R) Larry Etheridge, Paul Baird, Mike Connolly, James Gleason, David Hanna, Frank Jones, 
Leonard Krudop, David Lull, Randy Peat, Terry Sater, David Todd 

Grant Ethridge.  I write to tell you, and all others involved, present, or otherwise interested, how 
incredibly lucky I feel to have attended the most recent convergence of the Mobile Riverine Force 
Association in St. Louis.  I accompanied my father, Larry Ethridge, to my first reunion and his long-
awaited return after missing the last several due to unfortunately timed and all too frequent back 
surgeries!   

We were both so excited to be able to make the trip this year, and from the moment we arrived until the 
moment we left we were surrounded by friendly faces, great stories, wonderful food (and maybe a cold 
beer or two), and a whole lot of love.  It was an honor to meet and spend such a great couple of days with 
you, with all of Dad’s shipmates from the USS Askari (ARL-30), Harry Hahn, Gunner Stanley, and so 
many more. To be able to hear all of the stories, some of which I may have heard once or twice, with 
other people who lived through the same experience was truly humbling and something I will never 
forget.   

    
Deborah Stanley, Grant Ethridge, Chet “Gunner” Stanley, 
Larry Ethridge, Harry Hahn 

David “Doc” Todd.  I would like to 
thank those who work in the “Quilts of 
Valor” organization for their dedication 
and hard work.  I felt that all the 
Veterans sitting in that room deserved 
the quilt as much or more than I.  I can’t 
help but to reminded of the reception we 
received when we returned home from 
Vietnam and the outpouring of gratitude 
that we receive these days.  Thank You 
All who work for the “Quilts of Valor.”

Dina Bridge.  My first MRFA reunion 
was in 2019 in Nashville. It was so 
special, to finally get to meet the men 
I’d heard stories about while growing 
up. I had seen pictures and even heard 
the audiotapes (pre-screened by my 
dad (Terry Sater) of course, since I was 
young. This year, the reunion was in 
our hometown and with that came the 
opportunity for my boys, Asher, and 
Xander, to meet and shake hands with 
members of a brotherhood my dad holds 
near and dear to his heart. My youngest 
son was at the moving Quilts of Valor 
ceremony and witnessed his grandfather 

receive one of 
those incredible 
quilts. 

I know that a lot 
of veterans, my 
father included, 
have a concern, 
a fear, that their 

history, and their experiences won’t be 
told in an accurate way. The upcoming 
documentary will secure the true history, 
as it comes from those who lived it. 

After watching my kids sit and talk with 
these men, engage with them, listen with 
rapt attention to their experience, during 
and after the war, I have hope that their 
positive impact will continue to affect 
and inspire future generations.  It is up 
to us to keep alive the LEGACY of the 
“River Rats” of the Mobile Riverine 
Force, and the “Old Reliables” of the 9th 
Infantry Division.

Len Krudop. 1097th Medium Boat 
Co.  I wasn’t quite sure what to expect 
regarding the Quilts of Valor. Sitting in 
the line of recipients and looking at the 
members of the MRFA seated at their 
tables I thought, “Wow! All this for 
me?” Then a comforting voice spoke 
quietly in my ear as she gently wrapped 
the quilt about my shoulders. Tears 
immediately streamed from my eyes 
in a flood of emotions. Apparently, I 
needed the hug from that quilt more than 
I realized. I keep the quilt on my recliner 
ready for another hug. Thank you, Quilts 
of Valor and MRFA!

Helen Krudop.  Len and I really 
enjoyed the reunion. We came just for 
the day (Saturday) since we live in 

Wildwood MO. The meal was superb! 
Thank you!!! We met some wonderful 
couples at our table, and we all enjoyed 
the incredible videos that were shown. 
The quilt presentation was moving. 
Thank you so much for all the planning 
that went into this remarkable event. 

Dakota Tolbert.  Over the past four 
reunions I’ve been to, this has to be one 
of the best yet! At this Reunion there 
was a Quilts of Valor Presentation. 
Where I’m from, my American Legion 
Honor Guard presents a Color Guard for 
our local Quilts of Valor presentations. 
I wanted to do that for this Reunion and 
salute each Veteran individually. 

The 9th Infantry Division holds a 
very special place in my heart. My 
grandfather Roger Tolbert, who raised 
me since I was three years old, Staff 
Sergeant was in the 9th Infantry 
Division with D/E Company. He was a 
Silver Star, two Bronze Stars one with 
Valor, Purple Heart, CIB, and Air Medal 
recipient. He did two tours in Vietnam, 
and one in Germany. He also served 
with 101ST Airborne, Air Cav Recon. 
He served a total of nine years in the 
Army. I’m still learning the details of his 
service. 

Deborah Stanley, Grant Ethridge, Chet “Gunner” Stanley, Larry Ethridge, Harry Hahn 

The culmination, and one of the most moving presentations of the weekend, had to be the presentation of 
the Quilts of Valor.  Larry was fortunate enough to be one of the recipients of his quilt at the ceremony, 
and it too is a moment I will always remember.  The welcome home moments that were so richly 
deserved, and for too many so long overdue, were incredibly compelling.  I would like to thank you, 
everyone with the Quilts of Valor association, and everyone who worked so hard to organize such a 
wonderful event, and for allowing us to bear witness to such an awesome brotherhood.  Thank you all so 
much, and most importantly, to all the MRFA members- Thank You For Your Service! 

David "Doc" Todd.  I would like to thank those who work in the "Quilts of Valor" organization for their 
dedication and hard work.  I felt that all the Veterans sitting in that room deserved the quilt as much or 
more than I.  I can't help but to reminded of the reception we received when we returned home from 
Vietnam and the outpouring of gratitude that we receive these days.  Thank You All who work for the 
"Quilts of Valor.” 

Dina Bridge.  My first MRFA reunion was in 2019 in Nashville. It was so special, to finally get to meet 
the men I’d heard stories about while growing up. I had seen pictures and even heard the audiotapes (pre-
screened by my dad (Terry Sater) of course, since I was young. This year, the reunion was in our 
hometown and with that came the opportunity for my boys, Asher, and Xander, to meet and shake hands 
with members of a brotherhood my dad holds near and dear to his heart. My youngest son was at the 
moving Quilts of Valor ceremony and witnessed his grandfather receive one of those incredible quilts.  

 

I know that a lot of veterans, my father included, have a concern, a fear, that their history, and their 
experiences won’t be told in an accurate way. The upcoming documentary will secure the true history, as 
it comes from those who lived it.  

After watching my kids sit and talk with these men, engage with them, listen with rapt attention to their 
experience, during and after the war, I have hope that their positive impact will continue to affect and 
inspire future generations.  It is up to us to keep alive the LEGACY of the “River Rats” of the Mobile 
Riverine Force, and the “Old Reliables” of the 9th Infantry Division. 

Len Krudop. 1097th Medium Boat Co.  I wasn’t quite sure what to expect regarding the Quilts of Valor. 
Sitting in the line of recipients and looking at the members of the MRFA seated at their tables I thought, 
“Wow! All this for me?” Then a comforting voice spoke quietly in my ear as she gently wrapped the quilt 
about my shoulders. Tears immediately streamed from my eyes in a flood of emotions. Apparently, I 
needed the hug from that quilt more than I realized. I keep the quilt on my recliner ready for another hug. 
Thank you, Quilts of Valor and MRFA! 

Helen Krudop.  Len and I really enjoyed the reunion. We came just for the day (Saturday) since we live 
in Wildwood MO. The meal was superb! Thank you!!! We met some wonderful couples at our table, and 
we all enjoyed the incredible videos that were shown. The quilt presentation was moving. Thank you so 
much for all the planning that went into this remarkable event.  
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CoinsBumper Stickers
Show your colors with pride. These durable vinyl 
bumper stickers will look great on your car or 
truck. Brilliant, bright detail on a weather-resistant 
vinyl. Help spread the word out about a great 
organization and maybe find someone right next 
door! Six great styles to choose from.
$5.00

B002 VCCC (measures 12” x 4”)

B001  MRFA w/ribbons (measures 11” x 3”)

C005 Army C006 Navy C007 Army 
Hooah

Quality crafted pewter coins are 1½” in 
diameter, with high quality embossing and 

full color detail. Thank You, Purple  
Heart, Army, and Navy coins have areas 

for engraving.
$10.00

C001 MRFA 

C003 Thank You 
(2” diameter)

C004 Purple Heart

Hat Pins

P001 MRF P002 9th Inf Div P003 RAD 91 P004 RAD 92 P005 RAD 111

P006 RAD 112 P007 RAD 131 P008 RAD 132 P009 RivRon XV P010 RAD 152
P011 Riv Div 153

P012 USS Benewah  
APB-35 P013 3rd/60th Inf P014 MRF 3/60

P016 47th Inf P017 River Raiders P018 River Rat P019 Brown Water Navy P020 White River P021 U.S. Army P022 U.S. Navy P023 Vietnam Svc Medal P024 Purple Heart

A great gift for any occasion. These sturdy and colorful pins will make 
a great addition to that special hat. Makes a great lapel pin and tie tack 
too! Each is quality hand-crafted pewter and comes complete with 
clasp. Designed exclusively for the MRFA  
and not available anywhere else! 

VCCC PINS VCCC001 VCCC Pin
Custom made 3” width  Vietnam 
Combatant Crewman Pin
Silver Insignia on white base..  

 Designed by Member Tom Nielsen(T-132-6).

$15.00
VCCC001 VCCC Pin

B004 Member 
(measures 3” x 4”)

FREE 
SHIPPING
ON ORDERS OVER $60

P015 39th Inf 
 Updated: 9/24/2023

$7.00 ea

VCCC002 VCCC Pin
Custom made 1.25" width  
Vietnam Combatant Crewman Pin
 Antique Bronze Lapel Pin  

$11.00
VCCC002 VCCC PIN

NEW
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Ordering is as easy as 1-2-3.
1. Indicate your choice of item number (be sure to include size, if applicable),

with quantity, and total amount. Add amounts for grand total to enclose.
2. Make check or money order payable to: MRFA. The MRFA does not take credit cards.
3. Mail Gear Locker Order Form and check to MRFA, PO Box 271, Lake Villa, IL 60046.

Email Harry Hahn at SparksRivRon13@AOL.com for questions.

Name   ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Shipping Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________________

Phone_______________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________________

Qty Model Number Size Unit Price Amount

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

Subtotal $

Shipping
(If order is over $60, Shipping is FFRREEEE) $ 8.00

Grand Total $

ORDER FORM

   Products 
Chairman 

HARRY HAHN
President 

FREE 
SHIPPING

ON ORDERS OVER $60

UPDATED: 08/05/2020

The MRFA and 9th Infantry Division 
will be placing wreaths at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
on Veterans Day, Saturday, November 
11, 2023. We will be gathering at the 
steps of the Lincoln Memorial at 8:30 
A.M. on the 11th and proceed to The 
Wall at 9:00 A.M.

We have blocked ten rooms (10) rooms 
at the Arlington Court Suites, a Clarion 
Collection Hotel, in Arlington, Virginia, 
for November 8th and have a total of 
twenty-five (25) available on the 9th– 
11th  (check out on 11/12). Room rates 
are $129.00 (plus tax) for a Studio King 
(single) and $139.00 (plus tax) for a 
Studio Queen (double) per night. 

The cutoff date for hotel reservations 
was 15 September, but if you want try to 
make reservations under our group name 
(MRF), call 1-703-524-4000 ext. “0”.  
Please state our group name as “MRFA” 
and give your arrival and departure 
dates.  

Based on my discussions with the hotel 
management, they expect to be very 
busy during this time.

The Arlington Court Suites, a Clarion 
Collection Hotel, is located at 1200 
N Courthouse Rd, Arlington, Virginia 
22201. More information is available at 
http://www.arlingtoncourthotel.com/

The MRFA and 9th Infantry Division 
will have a hospitality room available on 
November 8th - 11th.

Come join us as we honor our fallen 
Brothers on Veterans Day 2023 and 
enjoy the camaraderie of your MRFA 
Brothers and their friends and families.

We look forward to seeing you in D.C.

For more information, you may contact:
Bob (Doc) Pries, Vice President 
Phone: (513) 659-4974
Email: pries247@gmail.com

Veterans Day 2023 - 
Washington, D.C.

Jeff and I hope that this update finds you and yours well. It was such a privilege for us to have the 
opportunity to attend the MRF Reunion a few weeks ago in St. Louis and to have been able to visit with 
special friends, make new friends and film a few very important interviews for the documentary.  

With that, we would like to extend a brief update as to where we are in production and what to expect in 
the coming months.  As many of you know, the production has been a long and winding road, but as 
Harry Hahn had shared during the reunion, we are nearing the end of production and transitioning into 
post-production. Over the next few months, we will be working tirelessly on the editing of the film along 
with laying in photos, film, music design, and script writing for narration among other tasks. Our goal is 
to have the documentary to our post house in the spring of next year and ready for its first television 
broadcast on KPBS in San Diego in June.  We will also be working closely with Harry Hahn, to plan 
several special premier screenings just as soon as the film is finished. 

We are proud to share with you that we have received a very generous Corporate Sponsorship through the 
Johnson Family Fund, which has been extremely beneficial to the production.  We are, however, still 
actively and urgently seeking additional Corporate Sponsorship to raise the remaining funds needed as 
this will be critical in meeting our production deadline. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us directly if 
you or someone you know may have an interest in Corporate Sponsorship and would like to learn more.  

We will certainly keep you updated as we move through post-production. The best is yet to come!  

May God keep you and bless you always.   

Jeff and Shannon Arballo 

760-809-4558 

arballoentertainment@gmail.com   

************************************************************************************* 

The MRFA and 9th Infantry Division will be placing wreaths at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. on Veterans Day, Saturday, November 11, 2023. We will be gathering at the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial at 8:30 A.M. on the 11th and proceed to The Wall at 9:00 A.M. 

We have blocked ten rooms (10) rooms at the Arlington Court Suites, a Clarion Collection Hotel, in 
Arlington, Virginia, for November 8th and have a total of twenty-five (25) available on the 9th– 11th  
(check out on 11/12). Room rates are $129.00 (plus tax) for a Studio King (single) and $139.00 (plus tax) 
for a Studio Queen (double) per night.  

The cutoff date for hotel reservations was 15 September, but if you want try to make reservations under 
our group name (MRF), call 1-703-524-4000 ext. “0”.  Please state our group name as “MRFA” and give 
your arrival and departure dates.   

Hi there!  

Jeff and I hope that this update 
finds you and yours well. It was 
such a privilege for us to have the 
opportunity to attend the MRF 
Reunion a few weeks ago in St. 
Louis and to have been able to visit 
with special friends, make new friends and film a few very important interviews for 
the documentary. 

With that, we would like to extend a brief update as to where we are in production 
and what to expect in the coming months.  As many of you know, the production 
has been a long and winding road, but as Harry Hahn had shared during the reunion, 
we are nearing the end of production and transitioning into post-production. Over 
the next few months, we will be working tirelessly on the editing of the film along 
with laying in photos, film, music design, and script writing for narration among 
other tasks. Our goal is to have the documentary to our post house in the spring of 
next year and ready for its first television broadcast on KPBS in San Diego in June.  
We will also be working closely with Harry Hahn, to plan several special premier 
screenings just as soon as the film is finished.

We are proud to share with you that we have received a very generous Corporate 
Sponsorship through the Johnson Family Fund, which has been extremely beneficial 
to the production.  We are, however, still actively and urgently seeking additional 
Corporate Sponsorship to raise the remaining funds needed as this will be critical in 
meeting our production deadline. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us directly 
if you or someone you know may have an interest in Corporate Sponsorship and 
would like to learn more. 

We will certainly keep you updated as we move through post-production. The best is 
yet to come! 

May God keep you and bless you always.  

Jeff and Shannon Arballo
760-809-4558
arballoentertainment@gmail.com

CORRECTION!  In the Summer Edition of River Currents, the three men in the above photo at the 
Vietnam Unit Memorial Monument were identified as; Richard Kopec, Mike Gughen, and Ben “Keifa.”  
Ben’s name is actually spelled “Cueva.” 

************************************************************************** 

 

At Echoes of the Vietnam War, we present personal narratives from Vietnam veterans and the people who 
love them. Several MRFA members were kind enough to share their stories with me at the reunion in St. 
Louis, and we’re looking forward to producing an episode — or maybe two — from those interviews. 

—Michael Croan, host and producer 

From Terry Sater, Editor, “River Currents:” 

A “podcast” is like a radio show (audio only), but you can listen to it anywhere, anytime, on any device 
that's connected to the internet — even on your smartphone. “Echoes of the Vietnam War” is the official 
podcast of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF), founders of “The Wall” in Washington, DC. 

“Echoes” focuses on narratives from Vietnam veterans and the people who love them. I have listened to 
several of the podcasts, and loved them, particularly the ones listed below.   

EP40: Seawolves (Part 1) 

EP41: Seawolves (Part 2) 

EP42: Ann-Margret 

EP25 Building the Wall 

As of this writing, “Echoes” has published fifty-six episodes, and they have been listened to more than 
230,000 times by listeners in 157 countries.   

VVMF’s mission is to honor those who served, and preserving your story in your own voice is one of the 
ways we do that. 

I urge you to check out the Echoes podcasts!  You will be happy you did!  

Terry 

    

Hi there!   
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Reunion Comments

At this reunion, I learned that he was 
on the USS Benewah. I used to go 
with him to previous reunions. He 
kept everything from pictures, mission 
reports, to news articles. One of the 
most fascinating things to me is hearing 
the stories of Vietnam, firsthand. There 
are three veterans who attended the 
reunion that were actually there when 
Roger got his Silver Star. They told 
their side of the story, and they had 
pictures of Roger that I’ve never seen 
before. I can’t say enough how much of 
a privilege that is to hear their stories 
and how they’re doing today. 

Roger never talked about the war, for 
years. It wasn’t until the last fifteen 
years of his life when he started to 
open up. When he retired from truck 
driving, he joined the Patriot Guard, 
a motorcycle association that escorts 
Veteran funerals. I guess you could say 
that’s where this whole story started. I 
rode the motorcycles with him on a lot 
of these funeral details. 

I was in Pageantry, dance, and 
cheerleading for almost ten years, but 
when he came home to retire, that 
totally changed. Grandpa taught me 
how to shoot, about fast cars, and his 
time in the service. We were pretty 
close, even sharing the same birthday. 
We were always getting into something 
whether it was a road trip across the 
country, or buying store bought hot 
rods. 

Over the years, Agent Orange started to 
take its effect. This led to Congestive 
Heart Failure, Diabetes, Neuropathy, 
Skin Cancer, Prostate Cancer, Digestive 
Issues, a Pacemaker, and many 
medications such as blood thinner. 
We had a handful of scary medical 
emergencies. Roger never talked about 
his health conditions, and he never 
let it stop him, regardless that he was 
considered 200% disabled. I never 

heard him complain. In fact, he was the 
one suffering, telling me to calm down. 
We would be in the emergency room, 
and Roger would still manage to make 
a joke. He got a motorized scooter, 
and that allowed him to continue to do 
what he does best, reaching out to other 
veterans. 

We went to our first reunion in 
Indianapolis. I’ll never forget it. He 
didn’t remember much, so he brought 
the photos he had. A lot of veterans in 
D/E Company remembered him. They 
could tell you who, what, where, and 
when. We all went to dinner at the Cafe 
across the street and those guys where 
throwing spit balls at each other having 
a great time. It was truly remarkable, 
and I’ll never forget the smile on their 
faces. When he passed, it changed my 
entire world.  I walked into the hospital, 
and I saw a white sheet lying over him. 
I started demanding someone find a 
flag, right now. My neighbor’s son, who 
had served in the Army, showed up with 
a huge flag. We unfolded the flag, laid it 
over him, and gave him a salute. 

Right then and 
there, I promised 
Roger that I 
would continue 
his legacy. I 
didn’t know 
what that meant 
at the time. All 
I could think 

of was what would Grandpa do? He 
would handle it, so I did. The American 
Legion was there for me when I needed 
help with his funeral arrangements. I 
was twenty-seven years old, having to 
deal with this on my own. 

His wife was in the hospital at the time 
he passed so I had to step up and take 
care of everything. To this day, it’s 
one of the largest funeral details the 
American Legion and VFW has ever 

done. I couldn’t have done it without 
them. Sara’s blood pressure finally 
stabilized, and she was able to attend 
the funeral. A few months later the 
American Legion recruited me onto 
the Honor Guard. I couldn’t say no. 
That first year, I did fifty-seven funeral 
details.  It’s been two years, now. 
Everyone grieves differently, but I felt 
like being on the Honor Guard kept the 
memory of my grandfather alive, and 
a way I could give back to the veterans 
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flag, in honor of Roger later that year, at 
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that I would continue to go to future 
reunions. The Mobile Riverine Force 
is a strong brotherhood, and it always 
will be. It is my duty to make sure our 
veterans are respected, honored, and 
never forgotten.

Jim Gleason. It was a nice ceremony. 
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The boys from Delta Co. 4/47 Sgt.’s Jim Gleason, Barry Baron, and Lee Jackson. Medics Jay Warren and 
Larry Austin are in the middle. 
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Reunion Comments

 

E and D company guys; 4/47, reviewing maps of Ben Tre province AO.  We all operated in “68-69.  
Gleason, Holcomb, Sharp, Tex, Warren, Austin. Map was bought from ex NVA soldier who is now an 

Admin in My Tho. 

    

Very touching story here: Doc Larry Austin (middle rear) introducing Winona Siedentoph to two Navy 
survivors of the sinking of Tango 132-1, February 6, 1969, in Kien Hoa Province, off VC Island.   

Pictured are Harold Weber (left) and Jack Raucher (right) who served on Tango 132-1. Mark Siedentoph’s 
photo is on the right.  He is listed on The Wall, panel 33W, Line 74.  Three soldiers drowned that day. Doc 

Austin was with 2nd platoon. He is credited with getting these guys together with us. 

 

Jim Gleason, and Lee Jackson, with Terry Sater autographing his book, which Lee won in a raffle! 

Sgt. Lee Jackson was recognized as the only attendee who was awarded FOUR Bronze Stars by Harry 
Hahn! 
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The primary reason for attending this year’s reunion was 
to thank you all for the continuing support for CCB-18, 
over the last twenty-five years or so, but I had several 
other ulterior motives. I fulfilled a fifty-three-year-old 
promise to visit the family of one of the members of my 
first platoon, in 1970, at Seafloat. Absolute success! 

VUMMF intends to place a kiosk at our monument 
recognizing the 9th Infantry. So, finding someone with a database is essential to that 
mission.  

We have promised the Westchester County association a bronze plaque placement 
on the kiosk, when we are able, so I had hoped to meet some from their crew, but 
unfortunately, missed them. 

My last objective was to try to find members of the LST servicing Seafloat in the 
Spring of 1970. One of their crew, an MM-3, who graduated with me from high 
school, cut threads into the barrel of my M60, so I could attach a flash suppressor 
and keep the night from exploding into light. Could that be the Windham County? 
We’ll see. Three of six tasks is not nearly as good as I had hoped, so I still have 
much to do.  Hopefully, with help from some of you, I will accomplish a few more.    

The VUMMF has long appreciated the MRFA. My first opportunity occurred 
sometime around 2007.  After a long morning of CCB Clean-up, friendly patter from 
the crew, and of course the obligatory sea stories, we were summoned by the bell to 
a sumptuous feast of brats, baked beans, potato salad, macaroni salad, cold sodas, 
ice cold water, and cookies, to polish off the event. All provided by the MRFA. The 
feast was prepared and grilled by our outstanding “Grill Master,” and CCB Lead, 
Tom Matyn. Before Tom, Don Blankenship.

Due to MRFA generosity, I have had the privilege to be a part of the great exchange 
each and every day across the internet by many of OUR members! Thank you all! I 
knew that this was the year I had to attend. Last year, in San Diego, was just a taste, 
but it didn’t really scratch the surface. Not only would I be able to meet many of 
you who have contributed to my memory bank, but I would be able to finally fulfill 
a promise I made to visit the resting place of a wonderful friend, and his family, as 
well as to thank you all for supporting the VUMMF so well. Harry, Frank, Terry, 
Mike Harris, your better halves, and all of your families, as well as all whose hands 
I was able to shake, thanks again. Steve Hopper and others from the 9th, it was my 
pleasure. Mike Croan, Jolly Roger will fly next week.   

I still can’t believe we found an eatery, around the corner called “D D Mau!”

Chuck Chaldekas

Chuckc50@netzero.com

Chuck Chaldekas, President, Vietnam 
Unit Memorial Monument Fund. 
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CORRECTION!  In the Summer 
Edition of River Currents, the 
three men in the above photo at the 
Vietnam Unit Memorial Monument 
were identified as; Richard Kopec, 
Mike Gughen, and Ben “Keifa.”  
Ben’s name is actually spelled 
“Cueva.”
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At Echoes of the Vietnam War, we present personal narratives from Vietnam veterans and the people who love them. Several 
MRFA members were kind enough to share their stories with me at the reunion in St. Louis, and we’re looking forward to 
producing an episode — or maybe two — from those interviews.

—Michael Croan, host and producer

From Terry Sater, Editor, “River Currents:”

A “podcast” is like a radio show (audio only), but you can listen to it anywhere, anytime, on any device that’s connected to the 
internet — even on your smartphone. “Echoes of the Vietnam War” is the official podcast of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund (VVMF), founders of “The Wall” in Washington, DC.

“Echoes” focuses on narratives from Vietnam veterans and the people who love them. I have listened to several of the podcasts, 
and loved them, particularly the ones listed below.  

EP40: Seawolves (Part 1)

EP41: Seawolves (Part 2)

EP42: Ann-Margret

EP25 Building the Wall

As of this writing, “Echoes” has published fifty-six episodes, and they have been listened to more than 230,000 times by 
listeners in 157 countries.

VVMF’s mission is to honor those who served, and preserving your story in your own voice is one of the ways we do that.

I urge you to check out the Echoes podcasts! You will be happy you did!

Terry  

Based on my discussions with the hotel management, they expect to be very busy during this time. 

The Arlington Court Suites, a Clarion Collection Hotel, is located at 1200 N Courthouse Rd, Arlington, 
Virginia 22201. More information is available at http://www.arlingtoncourthotel.com/ 

The MRFA and 9th Infantry Division will have a hospitality room available on November 8th - 11th. 

Come join us as we honor our fallen Brothers on Veterans Day 2023 and enjoy the camaraderie of your 
MRFA Brothers and their friends and families. 

We look forward to seeing you in D.C. 

For more information, you may contact: 

Bob (Doc) Pries, Vice President  

Phone: (513) 659-4974 

Email:  pries247@gmail.com 

(Insert current Gear Locker Web page, on “Bumper Stickers, Hat Pins, and Coins,” with order form. Copy 
directly from updated web page ) 

************************************************************************************ 

 

 

Member Daniel D. Olson passed away on July 7, 2023.  While in Vietnam he served onboard the USS 
White River (LSMR-536) from 1965-67.  Daniel is survived by his wife Laurel 
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Ben’s name is actually spelled “Cueva.” 

************************************************************************** 
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Hi there!   



12 • River Currents, Volume 32, Number 4 • FALL 2023
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This section is for members who wish to sponsor the MRFA by placing a 
notice in memory of one of their fallen comrades. In some instances, 
the name of the sponsor will precede the name of the person who was 
KIA, or has passed on since Vietnam. It’s $25 for four issues.

A fellow veteran, Harold & Beverly Bailey, David Blossom, Kimberly Butler, 
Delmar & Diane Cable, Robert & Barbara Crowley, Dean & Karen Despelder, 
Dick & Lisa Dorato, Steve & Leah Futch, Godfrey Lee Education Association, 
Lois J Host, J. H. & S. L. Nauta, Mrs. Artel Scheid, Gabriel S Snyder, Karen 
& Mark Vander Vliet, John F. Williams, David & Lavonne Yoder, and Connie L 
Young in memory of David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)

William Blauser for Thomas Gaudet, David Land, and Jose Campos our 151 
Division brothers that were KIAs

MajGeneral Lucien Bolduc, Jr. USA (Ret) for Guy Tutwiler
Bill Buffie in memory of Lyle Parin USS Floyd County LST-762 (Vietnam)
John and Doris Chrzanowski in memory of SP/4 Humberto Ruiz Santiago Jr. 

Grenadier A Co. 4th Bn 47th Inf. Rgt 9th Inf. Div. Died of wounds 06/27/69, 
Kien Hoa, South Vietnam (DC Wall Panel 21W Ln 025)

Mike Clark in memory of Laurence Welk (KIA May 1967) and Lydes Gardner 
(KIA Sept 1967) 4th/39th 9th Inf Div

Janice Dahlke for son Cpl. Randy R.Mueller D Co. 2nd/47th KIA 03/03/69
Fran Divelbiss for Cdr. Dave Divelbiss, Supply Officer on Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE, USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-68)
Sgt Robert Flaige for SFC Fernando Quintero KIA 02/27/68 and SP4 Robert 

“Bob” Jenks E Co. 3rd/60th KIA 03/03/68
Bill Frede for BM1 Guy Dail and Johnny Maness T-112-2
From your Brothers B Co. 2nd 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in memory of 

Monte Marten B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/69)
From your Brothers B Co. 2nd/39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in memory 

for John Nielsen B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/70)
Nan Fulton for LtGen Bill Fulton Cdr 2nd Bde Asst Div Cdr 9th Inf Div (1966-68)
Regina Gooden for Sgt Lloyd Earl Valentine B Co. 3rd/47th KIA 09/05/68
Gordon Hillesland for Pat Lawson NSA Dong Tam (1967-68)
Joe Hilliard for Joe Benack from Florida and Donald Hartzell from Pennsylvania
Sally Jackson for Paul Nace USS Colleton APB-36 (09/68-11/69)
Bruce Jensen in memory of Frederic Peers Webb A-111-4 KIA 12/21/67
Doris May Johnson in memory of Franklin Johnson TF 117 1967 Purple Heart 

Vet
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68) for Walker, Paredez, Gotch, 

Hayes, Nelson, and Howard
Richard MacCullagh for John (Doc) Phillips, HMC, USN (Ret) RivRon 15
Richard MacCullagh for Chaplain Rene L. Petit, LT, CHC, RC, RivRon 13 and 15
Kaye Marten, Travis Marten, and Tristen Marten in memory of Monte Marten 

(husband, father, and grandfather) B Co. 2nd/39th 9th Inf Div (1968-69)
Adam Metts for Donald L. Bruckart T-111-2 KIA 03/31/69
Albert Moore for Ralph Tresser CS3 USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
Albert Moore for Tom Bityk CS3 IUWG-1 VC-Hill/Ha Tien (1969-70)
Albert and Sara Moore for Capt Gerald Saucier CO USS Benewah APB-35 

(09/66-02/68)
Victoria Mortensen in memory of G. Thomas “Morto” Mortensen RivDiv 92 

A-92-8 (01/68-11/69)
Roy Moseman for Oscar Santiago C-2 4th/47th (10/67-10/68)
Herman Murphy EN2 for USS Benewah shipmates: John Long EN2, Craig 

Bronish MR3, and George Schnieder MR2
Major J. D. Nichols III CMDR C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (12/66-11/67) for Alfred 

Cornejo, Anthony Galeno, Richard Lasher, Rudolph Melendez, Sigfredo 
Pinto-Pinto, and Garrett Reid KIAs 08/20/67

Jasper Northcutt for SSGT Henry T. Aragon B-2 2nd/47th KIA 08/23/67, SGT 
James E. Boorman B-2 2nd/47th KIA 08/27/67, SP4 James D. Bronakoski 
B-2 2nd/47th KIA 04/27/67, SP4 Michael G. Hartnett B-2 2nd/47th KIA 
04/27/67, SGT William D. Mize B-2 2nd/47th and 5th/60th KIA 10/28/67, 
CPL Harold K. Southwick B-2 2nd/47th Inf KIA 03/02/67 (first KIA in B Co. 
2nd/47th in Vietnam), and PFC Robert C. Voltz B-1 2nd/47th Inf (Mech) KIA 
03/11/67 (first KIA1st Platoon B Co. 2nd/47th in Vietnam)

Claire Siebert for GMG3 Richard Siebert IUWG-1 Unit 3, Qui Nhon (03/67-
01/69)

Chet “Gunner” Stanley for all the USN and USA KIAs of the MRF (1967-70)
Ken Sundberg for Michael David Sheahan 5th/60th KIA 02/25/68, Robert 

L. Conley 5th/60th KIA 02/01/68, and Glenn Dean Taylor 5th/60th KIA 
02/01/68

Robert Sutton for LT James F. Rost Jr. Vin Te Canal Chau Duc KIA 11/69
Okey Toothman in memory of Major General Lucien “Blackie Bolduc
Okey Toothman in memory of Sgt Dick Arnold A Co. 3rd/47th, Max DelaC 

Okey Toothman in memory of Judy Wallace
Steven Totcoff for my brother CPL Dennis S. Totcoff B Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf 

Div KIA 5/2/68
ruz and G. P. Jones C Co. 3rd/47th
USS Benewah shipmates: John Long EN2, Craig Bronish MR3, and George 

Schnieder MR2
USS Guide MSO-447 for Shipmate and Brother Harold Foster
Henry Velez for my fallen brothers, B Co. 2nd/39th Inf
CPT Steve Williams and MAJ Bob Bischoff in memory of 2LT David George 

Williams, Co A, 4/47th, KIA 9/21/67
David Wilson 2nd/60th, KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 

06/25/69, Steven Murrary 4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th 
Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st Airborne KIA 
08/23/69

Luis Peraza for SSG Michael K. Lewis KIA 06/13/69, SGT Harold H. Hunter KIA 
01/27/69, and brothers of D Co 3/60th KIA during 1968-69

In Memory Of

French
Member Robert A. 

French passed away 
March 26, 2019. Robert 
served in C Co 4th/47th 
(Riverine Infantry) 9th 
Infantry Division (05/66-
05/68). Robert is sur-
vived by his wife Char-
lene K. French, Tampa, FL, 
rfrench13@tampabay.
rr.com. May our Brother 
rest in peace.

Member Jerry Shock-
ley passed away October 
16, 2018. Jerry served in 
HHC 3rd/60th Infantry 
(12/67-12/68). Jerry 
is survived by his wife 
Barbara.

William “Bill” McMul-
len passed away Febru-
ary 12, 2019. Bill served 
with C Co. 6th/31st Inf. 
(04/68-04/690). At the 
time of his passing, Bill 
was residing in Welling-
ton, Florida.

Stull
Member Col Terry G. 

Stull USA (Ret.) passed 
away April 6, 2019 fol-
lowing a battle with 
congestive heart failure. 
As a proud West Point 
graduate of the Class of 
1966, he bravely served 
two tours in Vietnam. 
Col Stull served with A 
Co 3rd/47th 9th Infantry 
Division River Raiders 
(11/66-12/67). He en-
joyed a successful career 
in the Army, retiring as a 
Colonel in 1993. Col Stull 

is survived by his wife Ar-
letta, Senatobia, Missis-
sippi, stuli1966@yahoo.
com.

Powell
Member Frank L. 

Powell passed away May 
7, 2018. Frank served 
onboard the USS Nueces 
APB-40 (03/69-05/70). 
Frank is survived by his 
wife Patty Keith.

Hall
Daniel E. Hall Jr. 

passed away April 6, 
2019. Daniel served with 
Charlie Co. 9th Inf. Divi-
sion Vietnam (1968-69). 
Daniel is survived by his 
wife Kathy. I’m very proud 
of my dad. He will be 
greatly missed, Lisa Hall.

Kershner
Member BM1 Paul 

Kershner (USN Ret.) 
passed away April 27, 
2019. Paul was Boat 
Captain of Tango 112-
12 and Tango 152-10 
(T-50) (01/69-02/70). 
Paul is survived by his 
wife Tazuko Kershner. 
You may contact the fam-
ily c/o his son Paul Jr., 

484-512-0316.

Westling
Member Reverend 

Lester Leon Westling Jr. 
(Chaplain Captain USN 
Ret.) passed away May 2, 
2019. Reverend Westling 
first served 14 months 
with the 3rd Battalion, 
9th Marine Regiment at 
Camp Carroll in I Corps 
near the DMZ. His second 
tour of duty was with 
the Naval Support Activ-
ity, Saigon in IV Corps 
(05/69-05/70). When 
his tour was about to end, 
he was ministering to 65 
different units.

Kitchen
Member Arthur 

“Artie” Kitchen passed 
away March 15, 2019. He 
served as a Third Class 
Engineman (EN3) on-
board the USS Satyr ARL-
23 (05/70-03/71). Artie 
is survived by his wife of 
48 years, Joan, and three 
sons.

Doolan
Member SMSGT 

Charles “Chuck” At-
wood Doolan USAF (Ret) 

passed away June 30, 
2018. Charles served on 
the USS Blanco County 
LST-344 (09/66-09/67). 
Chuck is survived by his 
wife Janice.

Howe
Member Gerald 

(Jerry) L. Howe passed 
away August 14, 2014. 
Jerry served on the USS 
Nueces APB-40 (06/68-
07/69). You may contact 
his daughter Wendy Wen-
sits at wensits@1cloud.
com. “Jerry was a found-
ing Member of the MRFA. 
He was a good sailor and 
a good person who made 
himself available when it 
came to helping his fellow 
Veterans.” Albert Moore.

Johnson

Johnson
Member Bruce L. 

Johnson passed away 
August 31, 2018. Bruce 
served with C Co. 2nd 
Plat. 4th/47th Infantry 
(08/67-03/68). Bruce 
is survived by his wife 
Connie.

Your membership expiration date is printed on your 
River Currents just above your name and address.

Member Daniel D. Olson passed away 
on July 7, 2023.  While in Vietnam he 
served onboard the USS White River 
(LSMR-536) from 1965-67.  Daniel is 
survived by his wife Laurel.

Member Mark E. Harris Sr. passed 
away on April 12, 2023.  While in 
Vietnam he served with the 1097th 
Transportation Company (Medium 
Boat) from January 1969 to July 1969.

Honorary Member Donald K. Bullard 
(RADM USN Ret.) passed away on 
July 11, 2023.  During his 39-year 
Naval career Admiral Bullard became 
the first Commander of the Navy 
Expeditionary Combat Command 
(NECC).  He was tasked with ramping 
up the new Riverine Group ONE, 
which included Riverine Squadrons 
ONE, TWO and THREE.  The unit 
would later serve in combat during the 
Iraq war.  It was the first time that Navy 
riverine forces had been active since 
the Vietnam War.  RADM Bullard is 
survived by, Katherine, his wife of 50 
years.

 

Mark E. Harris Sr. 

Member Mark E. Harris Sr. passed away on April 12, 2023.  While in Vietnam he served with the 
1097th Transportation Company (Medium Boat) from January 1969 to July 1969. 

 

Jackie Wayne Steinman 

 

Member Jackie “Jack” Wayne Steinman passed away on July 18, 2023.  While in Vietnam he served 
with 2nd Platoon, Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from November 
1968 to November 1969.  He is survived by Sandra, his wife of 44 years.  Jack was a highly decorated 
soldier, including the Distinguished Service Cross, citation, below.  

CITATION: 

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918 (amended by 
act of July 25, 1963), takes pleasure in presenting the Distinguished Service Cross to Specialist Fourth 
Class Jackie W. Steinman, United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military 
operations involving conflict with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with 
Company B, 2d Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. Specialist Four Steinman distinguished 
himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 14 May 1969 while serving as team leader during a 
reconnaissance-in-force operation near Thu Thua in Long An Province. As the members of his unit swept 
through a defense nipa palm grove, they ran on to a concealed bunker complex and were pinned down by 
hostile automatic weapons fire only ten meters from the enemy. Specialist Steinman assaulted a machine 
gun emplacement to his immediate front and eliminated it with hand grenades. Then, showering the 
fortifications around him with the last of his grenades, he secured the enemy machine gun and returned to 
his platoon's position. After obtaining more ammunition, he began maneuvering toward a member of his 
squad who lay isolated behind a hostile position. Slowly crawling to the rear of the nearest bunker, he 
destroyed the position with a grenade. At that moment he spotted a North Vietnamese soldier approaching 
the American. Specialist Steinman quickly fired his rifle killing the aggressor and laid an intense barrage 
of fire to cover his squad member's withdrawal. Noticing one last enemy bunker, Specialist Steinman 
worked his way to an advantageous position and opened fire. When his weapon jammed, he threw his 

 

Donald K. Bullard 

Honorary Member Donald K. Bullard (RADM USN Ret.) passed away on July 11, 2023.  During his 39-
year Naval career Admiral Bullard became the first Commander of the Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command (NECC).  He was tasked with ramping up the new Riverine Group ONE, which included 
Riverine Squadrons ONE, TWO and THREE.  The unit would later serve in combat during the Iraq war.  
It was the first time that Navy riverine forces had been active since the Vietnam War.  RADM Bullard is 
survived by, Katherine, his wife of 50 years 

    

Member James “Jim” G. Keller Jr. passed away on June 10, 2023.  While in Vietnam he served with 
River Assault Squadron 92, River Assault Division 92 onboard T-92-9 and R-92-2 from August 1968 to 
July 1969.  Jim is survived by his wife Nancy. 

Wendell Affield, for Buddha Ed Thomas, Boat Captain Tango 112-11 (02/68-02/69) 

Floyd Armstrong, for Michael "Sully" Sullivan, John "Mugsy" Guinan and Robert Dilworth 

Floyd Armstrong, for George "Danny" Miller, B Co. 3rd/47th KIA 6/19/67 

Ron Baker, In memory of BM2 William Comer KIA 2/68 

Serena Barnes, for Michael Barnes 2nd Brigade 3rd/47th 9th Inf. 

Bill Buffie, in memory of Lyle Parin USS Floyd County LST-762 (Vietnam) 

David Wilson, 2nd/60th KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 06/25/69, Steven Murrary 4th/39th 
KIA 05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st Abn. KIA 
08/23/69 

Donut Dollie Emily Strange, by Bill Dabel  C-1 3rd/39th 
 

Donald K. Bullard 

Honorary Member Donald K. Bullard (RADM USN Ret.) passed away on July 11, 2023.  During his 39-
year Naval career Admiral Bullard became the first Commander of the Navy Expeditionary Combat 
Command (NECC).  He was tasked with ramping up the new Riverine Group ONE, which included 
Riverine Squadrons ONE, TWO and THREE.  The unit would later serve in combat during the Iraq war.  
It was the first time that Navy riverine forces had been active since the Vietnam War.  RADM Bullard is 
survived by, Katherine, his wife of 50 years 

    

Member James “Jim” G. Keller Jr. passed away on June 10, 2023.  While in Vietnam he served with 
River Assault Squadron 92, River Assault Division 92 onboard T-92-9 and R-92-2 from August 1968 to 
July 1969.  Jim is survived by his wife Nancy. 

Wendell Affield, for Buddha Ed Thomas, Boat Captain Tango 112-11 (02/68-02/69) 

Floyd Armstrong, for Michael "Sully" Sullivan, John "Mugsy" Guinan and Robert Dilworth 

Floyd Armstrong, for George "Danny" Miller, B Co. 3rd/47th KIA 6/19/67 

Ron Baker, In memory of BM2 William Comer KIA 2/68 

Serena Barnes, for Michael Barnes 2nd Brigade 3rd/47th 9th Inf. 

Bill Buffie, in memory of Lyle Parin USS Floyd County LST-762 (Vietnam) 

David Wilson, 2nd/60th KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 06/25/69, Steven Murrary 4th/39th 
KIA 05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st Abn. KIA 
08/23/69 

Donut Dollie Emily Strange, by Bill Dabel  C-1 3rd/39th 

Member James “Jim” G. Keller 
Jr. passed away on June 10, 2023.  
While in Vietnam he served 
with River Assault Squadron 
92, River Assault Division 92 
onboard T-92-9 and R-92-2 from 
August 1968 to July 1969.  Jim is 
survived by his wife Nancy.

Member Jackie “Jack” Wayne Steinman passed 
away on July 18, 2023.  While in Vietnam he served 
with 2nd Platoon, Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 
60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from November 
1968 to November 1969.  He is survived by Sandra, 
his wife of 44 years.  Jack was a highly decorated 
soldier, including the Distinguished Service Cross, 
citation, below. 

CITATION:

The President of the United States of America, 
authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918 
(amended by act of July 25, 1963), takes pleasure 
in presenting the Distinguished Service Cross 
to Specialist Fourth Class Jackie W. Steinman, United States Army, for 
extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict 
with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with 
Company B, 2d Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. Specialist Four 
Steinman distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 14 May 
1969 while serving as team leader during a reconnaissance-in-force operation 
near Thu Thua in Long An Province. As the members of his unit swept through 
a defense nipa palm grove, they ran on to a concealed bunker complex and were 
pinned down by hostile automatic weapons fire only ten meters from the enemy. 
Specialist Steinman assaulted a machine gun emplacement to his immediate 
front and eliminated it with hand grenades. Then, showering the fortifications 
around him with the last of his grenades, he secured the enemy machine gun and 
returned to his platoon’s position. After obtaining more ammunition, he began 
maneuvering toward a member of his squad who lay isolated behind a hostile 
position. Slowly crawling to the rear of the nearest bunker, he destroyed the 
position with a grenade. At that moment he spotted a North Vietnamese soldier 
approaching the American. Specialist Steinman quickly fired his rifle killing 
the aggressor and laid an intense barrage of fire to cover his squad member’s 
withdrawal. Noticing one last enemy bunker, Specialist Steinman worked his 
way to an advantageous position and opened fire. When his weapon jammed, he 
threw his remaining grenades. As he moved toward his platoon, he encountered a 
wounded American. Using the casualty’s rifle, he provided suppressive fire until 
an ambulance helicopter arrived to evacuate the wounded soldier. Specialist Four 
Steinman’s extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his 
unit, and the United States Army.

 

Mark E. Harris Sr. 

Member Mark E. Harris Sr. passed away on April 12, 2023.  While in Vietnam he served with the 
1097th Transportation Company (Medium Boat) from January 1969 to July 1969. 

 

Jackie Wayne Steinman 

 

Member Jackie “Jack” Wayne Steinman passed away on July 18, 2023.  While in Vietnam he served 
with 2nd Platoon, Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from November 
1968 to November 1969.  He is survived by Sandra, his wife of 44 years.  Jack was a highly decorated 
soldier, including the Distinguished Service Cross, citation, below.  

CITATION: 

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918 (amended by 
act of July 25, 1963), takes pleasure in presenting the Distinguished Service Cross to Specialist Fourth 
Class Jackie W. Steinman, United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military 
operations involving conflict with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with 
Company B, 2d Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. Specialist Four Steinman distinguished 
himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 14 May 1969 while serving as team leader during a 
reconnaissance-in-force operation near Thu Thua in Long An Province. As the members of his unit swept 
through a defense nipa palm grove, they ran on to a concealed bunker complex and were pinned down by 
hostile automatic weapons fire only ten meters from the enemy. Specialist Steinman assaulted a machine 
gun emplacement to his immediate front and eliminated it with hand grenades. Then, showering the 
fortifications around him with the last of his grenades, he secured the enemy machine gun and returned to 
his platoon's position. After obtaining more ammunition, he began maneuvering toward a member of his 
squad who lay isolated behind a hostile position. Slowly crawling to the rear of the nearest bunker, he 
destroyed the position with a grenade. At that moment he spotted a North Vietnamese soldier approaching 
the American. Specialist Steinman quickly fired his rifle killing the aggressor and laid an intense barrage 
of fire to cover his squad member's withdrawal. Noticing one last enemy bunker, Specialist Steinman 
worked his way to an advantageous position and opened fire. When his weapon jammed, he threw his 
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In Memory Of
This section is for members who wish to 
sponsor the MRFA by placing a notice in 
memory of one of their fallen comrades.  In 
some instances, the name of the sponsor will 
precede the name of the person who was 
KIA, or has passed on since Vietnam.  It’s 
$25 for four issues. 

Wendell Affield, for Buddha Ed Thomas, Boat 
Captain Tango 112-11 (02/68-02/69)
Floyd Armstrong, for Michael “Sully” Sullivan, 
John “Mugsy” Guinan and Robert Dilworth
Floyd Armstrong, for George “Danny” Miller, 
B Co. 3rd/47th KIA 6/19/67
Ron Baker, In memory of BM2 William Comer 
KIA 2/68
Serena Barnes, for Michael Barnes 2nd 
Brigade 3rd/47th 9th Inf.
Bill Buffie, in memory of Lyle Parin USS 
Floyd County LST-762 (Vietnam)
David Wilson, 2nd/60th KIA 08/05/69, 
Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 06/25/69, 
Steven Murrary 4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, 
Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th Arty KIA 06/19/69, 
and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st Abn. KIA 
08/23/69
Donut Dollie Emily Strange, by Bill Dabel  
C-1 3rd/39th
Orville “Lee” Daley, for Marvin Marks WWII, 
USS Askari ARL-30
David Donovan, from Kimberley Butler
David Donovan, from Gabriel S. Snyder
David Donovan, from Karen & Mark Vander 
Vliet
Robert Flaige, for SFC Fernando Quintero, 
KIA 02/27/68 and SP4 Robert “Bob” Jenks, E 
Co. 3rd/60th KIA 03/03/68
Bill Frede, for BM1 Guy Dail, BM3 Johnny 
Maness, and SN David Flamburis T-112-2, 
1967
John W. Gerbing, for Noel T. West A Co 
4th/47th KIA 06/19/67
Patrick Haggerty, in memory of CDR Charlie 
Cox, CO RivDiv 111  11/67 to 11/68
Susan Hanmer, for SFC Michael Hanmer 
RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
Gordon Hillesland, for Pat Lawson NSA Dong 
Tam (67-68) & Mike Mosey NSA Dong Tam 
(67-68)
Joe Hilliard, for Joe Benack, from Florida, 
and Donald Hartzell, from Pennsylvania,  KIA 
1970
Bruce Jensen, in memory of Frederic Peers 
Webb A-111-4 KIA 12/21/67
J. R. Johnson, 3rd/47th 9th “Recon” 
(05/66-01/68), in memory of Walker, Gotch, 
Paredez, Nelson, Hayes, Howard, King, 
Twitchell, Spake and Chesnoski
Frank Jones, for SFC Michael Hanmer, 
RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
Richard MacCullagh, for John (Doc) Phillips, 
HMC, USN (Ret) RivRon 15, and Richard 
MacCullagh, for Chaplain Rene L. Petit, LT, 
CHC, RC, RivRon 13 and 15
Stan Melton, in Memory of Gary Speckman & 
Dick Hewitt  ATC91-5  Plank Owners
Adam Metts, for Donald L. Bruckart  T-111-2 
KIA 3/31/69
Linda Pawlicki, in memory of Bob Pawlicki, 
T-111-11 (3/67-12/67)
Larry Ruebke in memory of Alan Trucano
Dave Schell, in memory of SFC Mike 
Hanmer, RivRon 13 & 153 (7/69-2/71)
Charlie Thompson, in Memory of Doyle E. 
Templeton, 2nd/39th Inf. 9th Inf.
Nancy VanDruff, in memory of Robert E. 
VanDruff, T-91-5/T92-4 (11/68-11/69)
In memory of my Brothers, B Co. 2nd 39th 
Infantry, 9th Infantry Division

The Ballad of Willow Hill 

(A Tribute to Jackie “Jack” Wayne Steinman, By Andrew Taylor)

(Sent by George Fearnow, B Co. 2nd/60th 9th Inf Div)

It was down in the Delta, the year was 69,

We were the “DLIC,” THE TROOPS THE 9TH LEFT BEHIND

It all began on the fourteenth day of May,

When the Two-Six Platoon met Charlie and his cousins, the NVA.

It was a firefight characterized by violence and surprise.

When the fighting started the platoon was surrounded on all four sides.

In the midst of the confusion, agony, and Hell, 

There was a rifleman that we all knew so well.

Some called him “Jack,” because he had courage, guts and skills, 

No one called him by his real name, just “Willow Hill.” 

Using fire, and maneuver, and hand grenades, too, 

He charged the enemy line, killing all but a few. 

The enemy machine gun fire didn’t faze “Willow” at all,

But every time he would fire two VC would fall. 

When his sixteen jammed, he let out a shout, 

“My rifle is gone; but I’m gonna see what this AK is all about!” 

So, he grabbed an AK-47, off a dead NVA, 

And continued to fire, and maneuver in a Hell of a way.

When the smoke had cleared, and the fighting was done, 

“Willow” had killed the enemy with their own favorite gun.

This is ballad is true, and I say it is so,

Because I was there, and witnessed the whole damn show.  

If you are ever in Illinois and want to show your respect and goodwill,

“You don’t know Jack,” if you don’t visit Willow Hill.  
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MRFA Sponsors
Our expressed thanks to those who have become 

MRFA sponsors! It’s never too late to get onboard 

as a sponsor, so we continue to seek and 

welcome those who wish to sponsor the MRFA!  

Sponsorship in the MRFA helps to defray the cost 

of producing River Currents. Sponsorship lasts for a 

period of one year, with your name and information 

appearing in four issues. Send your $25 (payable to 

the MRFA) to Frank Jones, 9 San Marino Parkway, 

Fenton, MO 63026

VISIT WWW.MRFA.ORG

Edward R. Aldrich B Co. 720th MP BN (07/69-07/70)
Thomas Anathan USS Benewah APB-35 (08/67-08/68)
Jimmie J. Apel A Co. 4th/47th Inf and 6th/31st (1969-70)
Charlie and Georginia Ardinger T-151-11 (05/68-07/69)
Ed Arledge USS Indra ARL-37 (1967-70)
John Armstrong HHC 3rd/47th Inf (04/66-01/68)
Dale Ashley USS Monmouth County LST-1032 (11/66-11/67)
Ralph Bakle from Charles Sykes for a job well done
James Bandy USS Tutuila AARG-4 (03/69-10/70)
Stephen Benedict A Co 3rd/60th Inf (03/68-03/69) 
Tom Bergman USS White River LSMR-536 (07/66-07/68)
Richard Bittle USS Nueces APB-40 (06/68-04/69)
Robert B. Blair USS Clarion River LSMR-409 (1966-68)
Donald Blankenship A-111-3 and A-152-21 (02/69-02/70)
Patrick Boffa, RivDivs 552-535
MajGen Blackie Bolduc USA (Ret.) Cdr 3rd/47th Inf
Thomas R. Bogner A&C Cos 2nd/39th Inf. (02/68-01/69)
Bruce Branigan D Co. 3rd/60th Infantry (05/68-12/68)
Donald P. Brosnan CSM 2nd Bde (06/68-06/69)
David Brown, RivRon 9 Staff (1/68-1/69) Gary Bruno 

USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71)
Gary Bruno USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71) 
MGen Walter Bryde, Jr. HQ 3rd/34th Arty (1968-69)
John Burger USS Page & USS Washoe 

County LST-1165 (01/68-01/69)
Robert Caldwell Jr. USS Nye County LST-1067 (02/66-02/67)
John and Pamela Carlin in honor of Erol Tuzcu
RADM William Carlson CO USS White River 

LSMR-536 (10/65-03/68)
Jim Carter RivRon 15 T-52 (12/69-12/70)
Thomas Childress USS Krishna ARL-38 (06/70-08/71)
John and Doris Chrzanowski A Co 4th/47th 

and B Co 6th/31st (03/69-03/70)
Mike Clark Medic 4th/39th 9th Inf. Div (1967)
Eldon L. Cobb RivRon 9 T-92-2 (12/66-02/68)
Ercil G. Comer, Jr. USS Monmouth County 

LST-1032 (05/69-06/70)
LTg Robert Conaty XO RivDiv 131 (05/68-04/69)
Tony Day T-151-4 (06/68-06/69)
Frank De La Oliva Harbor Clearance Unit One (HUC-1) & 

Combat Salvage Boat-3 (CSB-3) (29/68-06/71)
David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)
William Duggan RAS 13 M-131-2 (08/68-08/69)
Robert Durrett T-112-7 (01/67-12/67)

Paul Eastham T-132-11 (05/69-07/69)
Virgie Eblen Associate Member
Clifton J. Elliott C Co. 2/60 (1976) 
Leon Edmiston B Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (06/68-05/69)
Edith Ethridge Associate Member
Larry Gunner Ethridge USS Askari ARL-30 (07/69-07/70)
Terrance Fetters HHQ 3rd/47th Inf (04/69-07/69)
Robert Flaige E Co 3rd/60th Inf (05/67-05/68)
Neil Fovel 3rd/47th Inf (11/67-03/68) 
Dennis Frank D Co. CMDR 3rd/60th Inf (07/68-07/69)
Bill Frede RivRon 11 T-112-2 (04/67-10/67)
Fred Frost E Co. 2nd/60th Inf (12/67-12/68)
Nan Fulton Associate Member
Richard Gallagher USS Mercer APB-39 (1968-69)
Capt James Gautier Co RivDiv 111 (10/68-05/69)
John N. Gavin USS Satyr ARL-23 (1971)
Regina Gooden Associate Member
Harry Hahn RivRon 13 M-131-1 (03/69-03/70)
William Halloran COMRIVFLOT ONE N2 (09/67-09/68)
Roger Hamilton, Jr. USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Jeffie Hanks USS Benewah APB-35 (01/70-01/71)
SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
BMCM (Ret) Wayne Hapgood RivRon 15 T-52
Joseph Harper USS White River LSMR-536 (12/66-12/68)
Richard Hawkins COMNAVFORV NAVADVGRP 

(VNN HHQ) (12/69-12/70)
Leo Haynes RivDiv 594 PBR-8120 (04/69-02/70)
Charles Heindel C-91-1 (11/67-12/68)
Wayne Higdon USS Satyr ARL-23 (06/67-05/69)
Joe Hilliard Gunner T-48 (09/69-03/70) and 

Boat Captain T-44 (03/70-07/70)
Alan Hodgkinson A Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (01/68-08/69)
Kenneth Hogan RivRon 11 RAD 112 T-112-13 (02/69-09/69)
James Hoyer 1097th TC (MB) (08/68-07/69)
MajGen Ira A. Hunt Jr. HHQ 9th Inf Div (05/68-07/69)
Alan G. Hyde 9th Signal (1966-67)
In honor of Albert Moore and all he has done for the MRFA
Truman Irving USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Bill Isetts RM2 USS Askari ARL-30 (07/66-08/67)
Francis Janssen B Co. 93rd Const Eng (08/67-07/68)
David Jarczewski C Co. 4th/47th Inf 9th Div (05/66-05/68)
Bradley Jenkins HHSB 3rd/34th Arty & 

2nd/47th Mech (09/68-10/69)
Bruce Jensen T-111-3 (1967-68)
Bruce L. Johnson C Co. 4th/47th Inf (08/67-03/68)
Duane Johnson 15th Combat Engineers (06/67-06/68)
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Gerald Johnston USS Nye County LST-1067 (01/66-01/67)
David R. Jones RivRon 11 Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)

Frank B. Jones RivRon 15 T-48
Edward Jordan RivRon 15 T-152-4/T-44 (08/68-08/69)
Jerry “Hollywood” Kawecki B Co. 3rd/47th 

9th Inf (07/68-12/68)
Dane Keller RivDiv 532 PBR 121 (05/69-05/70)
Thomas Kelley USN (Ret) RivDiv 152 (09/68-06/69)
Michael Knowlton YRBM-18 (01/68-01/69)
Gary L. Knox RivRon 9 A-91-8 (01/68-06/70) 
Larry Koltz Command Flotilla-1 Task Force 

117 Div 91 T 91-10 (09/66-06/70)
LTC Nick Laiacona USA (Ret.) C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (1968-69)
Jerry Lippincott IUWG-1, LCM-877 (06/70-05/71)
James Long Sr. ComRivFlot One Staff (11/67-11/68)
James Lowe APL-26 (05/68-05/69
James Lukaszewski DC2 APL-30 (8/68-8/69)
Larry Lyons RivDiv 112 C-112-1 (1967-68)
Robert Marburger C Co. 2nd/60th Inf (11/68-11/69)
Vincent Matura RivRon 152 (10/69-07/70) “Suffolk 24”
Jerry L. Maygarden, USS Luzerne County 

LST-902 (6/69-7/69)
Paul A. Mayne YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Cratis McLaughlin D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf Div (09/68-07/69)
Adam Metts T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
Rick Miller B-2 4th/39th Inf. (12/67-12/68)
MilSpec Tours Inc
Nickola Mitschkowetz BM2 APL-30 (11/68-11/69)
Albert and Sara Moore USS Benewah (APB-35)
Joe Moore USS Colleton APB-36 (10/66-08/67) 
J. Russell and Alice Moore A-91-5 (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran B Co 4th/47th Inf (11/67-10/68)
Roy and Lynn Moseman 4th/47th Inf
Naval Advisory Group
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah APB-35, 4/70-2/71
Nha Trang (1967-68 and 1970-71)
Jasper Northcutt B Co. 2nd/47th Mech Inf (11/66-05/67)
James Noyes C Btry 3rd/34th Arty (06/67-06/68)
Gary T. O’Brien MM3 USS Mercer APB-39 (04/68-12/69)
George R. O’Connell USS Terrell Cty LST-1157
Christopher Olsen T-131-8 (05/68-05/69)
Capt Jerry Pape USN (Ret) Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE (01/68-12/68)
John Wayne Parrish Jr. Co. A 4th/47th Inf (01/68-01/69)
Dwayne Parsons M-111-1 (Zippo 1) (11/67-11/68)
Kurt I. Patton Mike 5 and T-37 (11/69-11/70)
Anthony Perez USS Iredell County LST-839 (11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips D Co. 15th Combat 

Engineers 9th Inf (08/68-06/69)
BM1 W. R. Posey Craft Master YTB-785 (1967-68, 1970-71)

Bill Posson USS Hampshire County LST-819 (1969-70)
Paul Ray M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
David Raybell Monitor 111-3 (11/66-02/68)
Bill & Donna Robinson CO USS Mark AKL-12 (06/70-05/71)
Lawrence “Larry” Roche A-152-2 (10/68-07/69) 
Greg Rockow USS Harnett County LST-821 (1968-69)
Jerry Ross T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
Robert “Bob” and Betty A. Schrader D Co. 

9th Med BN (07/68-07/69)
COL Sam Schutte Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (03/66-12/67)
George Schwemmer C Co. 6th/31st Inf. (1968-69)
Thomas D. Scott USS Colleton APB-36 (12/66-04/68)
Jerry Shearer C Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (04/67-04/68)
CDR William D. Shutters USN (Ret) Boat 

Captain T-111-1 (9/67-8/68)
Richard Simpson C Co. 3rd/47th Inf 9th Div (05/67-05/68) 
John Smith B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69) for all Riverines
Marc Spilberg 4th/47th Inf (01-68-01/69)
Chet “Gunner” Stanley C-111-1 and M-111-3 (1966-68)
Thomas Stuart USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
John Sturtz T-151-9 (06/68-06/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-06/69)
Jack Terry USS Colleton APB-36 (1966-68)
Thanks to Artillery
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Tip of the hat to Albert
Joseph J. Trovato 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (06/67-06/68)
USS Terrell County LST-1157
Roger Valentine USS Askari ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
Bob and Nancy VanDruff T-91-5 and T-92-4
David J. Vicknair USS Washtenaw County 

LST-1166 (1968-70)
Ron Wallace B Co. 3rd Plat 3rd/47th Inf (05/66-08/67)
Hank and Becky Washburn USS Colleton 

APB-36 (01/67-09/68)
Bill Weidman T-111-12 (02/67-02/68)
Gary Weisz A-91-4 (10/67-07/68)
David H. White USN (Ret) USS Satyr ARL-23 (08/69-08/70)
Jeffrey L. Withers RivRon 11 A-112-8 and 

M-112-12 (06/68-06/69)
William H. Ziebarth 9th Signal 3rd/34th Arty (05/66-12/67)
James Zieminski EN2 Boat Captain RivDiv 

153 ASPB 6854 (04/69-04/70)
Robert Zimmer XO USS Mercer APB-39 (02/68-07/69)
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt ComNavForV

Mobile Riverine Force Association
9 San Marino Parkway
Fenton, MO 63026
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

MRFA Sponsors
Our expressed thanks to those who have become 

MRFA sponsors! It’s never too late to get onboard 

as a sponsor, so we continue to seek and 

welcome those who wish to sponsor the MRFA!  

Sponsorship in the MRFA helps to defray the cost 

of producing River Currents. Sponsorship lasts for a 

period of one year, with your name and information 

appearing in four issues. Send your $25 (payable to 

the MRFA) to Frank Jones, 9 San Marino Parkway, 

Fenton, MO 63026

VISIT WWW.MRFA.ORG

Edward R. Aldrich B Co. 720th MP BN (07/69-07/70)
Thomas Anathan USS Benewah APB-35 (08/67-08/68)
Jimmie J. Apel A Co. 4th/47th Inf and 6th/31st (1969-70)
Charlie and Georginia Ardinger T-151-11 (05/68-07/69)
Ed Arledge USS Indra ARL-37 (1967-70)
John Armstrong HHC 3rd/47th Inf (04/66-01/68)
Dale Ashley USS Monmouth County LST-1032 (11/66-11/67)
Ralph Bakle from Charles Sykes for a job well done
James Bandy USS Tutuila AARG-4 (03/69-10/70)
Stephen Benedict A Co 3rd/60th Inf (03/68-03/69) 
Tom Bergman USS White River LSMR-536 (07/66-07/68)
Richard Bittle USS Nueces APB-40 (06/68-04/69)
Robert B. Blair USS Clarion River LSMR-409 (1966-68)
Donald Blankenship A-111-3 and A-152-21 (02/69-02/70)
Patrick Boffa, RivDivs 552-535
MajGen Blackie Bolduc USA (Ret.) Cdr 3rd/47th Inf
Thomas R. Bogner A&C Cos 2nd/39th Inf. (02/68-01/69)
Bruce Branigan D Co. 3rd/60th Infantry (05/68-12/68)
Donald P. Brosnan CSM 2nd Bde (06/68-06/69)
David Brown, RivRon 9 Staff (1/68-1/69) Gary Bruno 

USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71)
Gary Bruno USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71) 
MGen Walter Bryde, Jr. HQ 3rd/34th Arty (1968-69)
John Burger USS Page & USS Washoe 

County LST-1165 (01/68-01/69)
Robert Caldwell Jr. USS Nye County LST-1067 (02/66-02/67)
John and Pamela Carlin in honor of Erol Tuzcu
RADM William Carlson CO USS White River 

LSMR-536 (10/65-03/68)
Jim Carter RivRon 15 T-52 (12/69-12/70)
Thomas Childress USS Krishna ARL-38 (06/70-08/71)
John and Doris Chrzanowski A Co 4th/47th 

and B Co 6th/31st (03/69-03/70)
Mike Clark Medic 4th/39th 9th Inf. Div (1967)
Eldon L. Cobb RivRon 9 T-92-2 (12/66-02/68)
Ercil G. Comer, Jr. USS Monmouth County 

LST-1032 (05/69-06/70)
LTg Robert Conaty XO RivDiv 131 (05/68-04/69)
Tony Day T-151-4 (06/68-06/69)
Frank De La Oliva Harbor Clearance Unit One (HUC-1) & 

Combat Salvage Boat-3 (CSB-3) (29/68-06/71)
David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)
William Duggan RAS 13 M-131-2 (08/68-08/69)
Robert Durrett T-112-7 (01/67-12/67)

Paul Eastham T-132-11 (05/69-07/69)
Virgie Eblen Associate Member
Clifton J. Elliott C Co. 2/60 (1976) 
Leon Edmiston B Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (06/68-05/69)
Edith Ethridge Associate Member
Larry Gunner Ethridge USS Askari ARL-30 (07/69-07/70)
Terrance Fetters HHQ 3rd/47th Inf (04/69-07/69)
Robert Flaige E Co 3rd/60th Inf (05/67-05/68)
Neil Fovel 3rd/47th Inf (11/67-03/68) 
Dennis Frank D Co. CMDR 3rd/60th Inf (07/68-07/69)
Bill Frede RivRon 11 T-112-2 (04/67-10/67)
Fred Frost E Co. 2nd/60th Inf (12/67-12/68)
Nan Fulton Associate Member
Richard Gallagher USS Mercer APB-39 (1968-69)
Capt James Gautier Co RivDiv 111 (10/68-05/69)
John N. Gavin USS Satyr ARL-23 (1971)
Regina Gooden Associate Member
Harry Hahn RivRon 13 M-131-1 (03/69-03/70)
William Halloran COMRIVFLOT ONE N2 (09/67-09/68)
Roger Hamilton, Jr. USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Jeffie Hanks USS Benewah APB-35 (01/70-01/71)
SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
BMCM (Ret) Wayne Hapgood RivRon 15 T-52
Joseph Harper USS White River LSMR-536 (12/66-12/68)
Richard Hawkins COMNAVFORV NAVADVGRP 

(VNN HHQ) (12/69-12/70)
Leo Haynes RivDiv 594 PBR-8120 (04/69-02/70)
Charles Heindel C-91-1 (11/67-12/68)
Wayne Higdon USS Satyr ARL-23 (06/67-05/69)
Joe Hilliard Gunner T-48 (09/69-03/70) and 

Boat Captain T-44 (03/70-07/70)
Alan Hodgkinson A Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (01/68-08/69)
Kenneth Hogan RivRon 11 RAD 112 T-112-13 (02/69-09/69)
James Hoyer 1097th TC (MB) (08/68-07/69)
MajGen Ira A. Hunt Jr. HHQ 9th Inf Div (05/68-07/69)
Alan G. Hyde 9th Signal (1966-67)
In honor of Albert Moore and all he has done for the MRFA
Truman Irving USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Bill Isetts RM2 USS Askari ARL-30 (07/66-08/67)
Francis Janssen B Co. 93rd Const Eng (08/67-07/68)
David Jarczewski C Co. 4th/47th Inf 9th Div (05/66-05/68)
Bradley Jenkins HHSB 3rd/34th Arty & 

2nd/47th Mech (09/68-10/69)
Bruce Jensen T-111-3 (1967-68)
Bruce L. Johnson C Co. 4th/47th Inf (08/67-03/68)
Duane Johnson 15th Combat Engineers (06/67-06/68)
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Gerald Johnston USS Nye County LST-1067 (01/66-01/67)
David R. Jones RivRon 11 Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)

Frank B. Jones RivRon 15 T-48
Edward Jordan RivRon 15 T-152-4/T-44 (08/68-08/69)
Jerry “Hollywood” Kawecki B Co. 3rd/47th 

9th Inf (07/68-12/68)
Dane Keller RivDiv 532 PBR 121 (05/69-05/70)
Thomas Kelley USN (Ret) RivDiv 152 (09/68-06/69)
Michael Knowlton YRBM-18 (01/68-01/69)
Gary L. Knox RivRon 9 A-91-8 (01/68-06/70) 
Larry Koltz Command Flotilla-1 Task Force 

117 Div 91 T 91-10 (09/66-06/70)
LTC Nick Laiacona USA (Ret.) C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (1968-69)
Jerry Lippincott IUWG-1, LCM-877 (06/70-05/71)
James Long Sr. ComRivFlot One Staff (11/67-11/68)
James Lowe APL-26 (05/68-05/69
James Lukaszewski DC2 APL-30 (8/68-8/69)
Larry Lyons RivDiv 112 C-112-1 (1967-68)
Robert Marburger C Co. 2nd/60th Inf (11/68-11/69)
Vincent Matura RivRon 152 (10/69-07/70) “Suffolk 24”
Jerry L. Maygarden, USS Luzerne County 

LST-902 (6/69-7/69)
Paul A. Mayne YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Cratis McLaughlin D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf Div (09/68-07/69)
Adam Metts T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
Rick Miller B-2 4th/39th Inf. (12/67-12/68)
MilSpec Tours Inc
Nickola Mitschkowetz BM2 APL-30 (11/68-11/69)
Albert and Sara Moore USS Benewah (APB-35)
Joe Moore USS Colleton APB-36 (10/66-08/67) 
J. Russell and Alice Moore A-91-5 (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran B Co 4th/47th Inf (11/67-10/68)
Roy and Lynn Moseman 4th/47th Inf
Naval Advisory Group
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah APB-35, 4/70-2/71
Nha Trang (1967-68 and 1970-71)
Jasper Northcutt B Co. 2nd/47th Mech Inf (11/66-05/67)
James Noyes C Btry 3rd/34th Arty (06/67-06/68)
Gary T. O’Brien MM3 USS Mercer APB-39 (04/68-12/69)
George R. O’Connell USS Terrell Cty LST-1157
Christopher Olsen T-131-8 (05/68-05/69)
Capt Jerry Pape USN (Ret) Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE (01/68-12/68)
John Wayne Parrish Jr. Co. A 4th/47th Inf (01/68-01/69)
Dwayne Parsons M-111-1 (Zippo 1) (11/67-11/68)
Kurt I. Patton Mike 5 and T-37 (11/69-11/70)
Anthony Perez USS Iredell County LST-839 (11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips D Co. 15th Combat 

Engineers 9th Inf (08/68-06/69)
BM1 W. R. Posey Craft Master YTB-785 (1967-68, 1970-71)

Bill Posson USS Hampshire County LST-819 (1969-70)
Paul Ray M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
David Raybell Monitor 111-3 (11/66-02/68)
Bill & Donna Robinson CO USS Mark AKL-12 (06/70-05/71)
Lawrence “Larry” Roche A-152-2 (10/68-07/69) 
Greg Rockow USS Harnett County LST-821 (1968-69)
Jerry Ross T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
Robert “Bob” and Betty A. Schrader D Co. 

9th Med BN (07/68-07/69)
COL Sam Schutte Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (03/66-12/67)
George Schwemmer C Co. 6th/31st Inf. (1968-69)
Thomas D. Scott USS Colleton APB-36 (12/66-04/68)
Jerry Shearer C Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (04/67-04/68)
CDR William D. Shutters USN (Ret) Boat 

Captain T-111-1 (9/67-8/68)
Richard Simpson C Co. 3rd/47th Inf 9th Div (05/67-05/68) 
John Smith B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69) for all Riverines
Marc Spilberg 4th/47th Inf (01-68-01/69)
Chet “Gunner” Stanley C-111-1 and M-111-3 (1966-68)
Thomas Stuart USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
John Sturtz T-151-9 (06/68-06/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-06/69)
Jack Terry USS Colleton APB-36 (1966-68)
Thanks to Artillery
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Tip of the hat to Albert
Joseph J. Trovato 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (06/67-06/68)
USS Terrell County LST-1157
Roger Valentine USS Askari ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
Bob and Nancy VanDruff T-91-5 and T-92-4
David J. Vicknair USS Washtenaw County 

LST-1166 (1968-70)
Ron Wallace B Co. 3rd Plat 3rd/47th Inf (05/66-08/67)
Hank and Becky Washburn USS Colleton 

APB-36 (01/67-09/68)
Bill Weidman T-111-12 (02/67-02/68)
Gary Weisz A-91-4 (10/67-07/68)
David H. White USN (Ret) USS Satyr ARL-23 (08/69-08/70)
Jeffrey L. Withers RivRon 11 A-112-8 and 

M-112-12 (06/68-06/69)
William H. Ziebarth 9th Signal 3rd/34th Arty (05/66-12/67)
James Zieminski EN2 Boat Captain RivDiv 

153 ASPB 6854 (04/69-04/70)
Robert Zimmer XO USS Mercer APB-39 (02/68-07/69)
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt ComNavForV
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Dallas Abbott,  A Co.  3rd/60th Inf (6/67-6/68)
Bruce Anderson, B Co. 2nd/60th (12/68-05/69)
Keith Arboleda, RivDiv 595 RAD 153 (06/69-06/70)
Charlie & Georginia Ardinger, RivRon 15  T-151-11   
5/68-7/69
Dale Ashley, USS Monmouth County, LST-1032 
(11/66-11/67)
Christian Bachofer Jr., ComRivDiv 92 (07/68-06/69)
Walter Barnick, Naval Support Activities/Dong Tam 
(9/68-9/69)
Stephen Benedict, A Co 3rd/60th Inf ( 03/68-03/69)
CAPT Pete Bernier, RivDiv 112
Thomas R. Bogner, A&C Cos 2nd/39 Inf. (2/68-1/69)
Arthur Boyd, 5th Trans Bn., LCU-1507
Bruce Branigan, D Co. 3rd/60th Infantry (05/68-
12/68)
Dr. David Branstetter
E.C. Brewer, Jr., NSA Saigon, detached to Dong 
Tam, (1/69-4/70)
David Brown, RivRon 9 Staff (1/68-1/69)
Gary Bruno, USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71)
M.Gen. Walter Bryde, Jr. HQ 3rd/34th Arty (1968-69)
John C. Burkhardt, D Co. 4/47th  (09/67-01/68)
Jim Carter RivRon, 15 T-52 (12/69-12/70)
Melvin Chandler, Co. C  3/47th  5/68-5/69
LTG Robert Conaty, XO RivDiv 131 (05/68-04/69)
Steven A. Crecy, E Co. 15th Eng BN (12/67-12/68)
Antonio D’Agostini, 15th Engineer  9th Inf.
Frank De La Oliva, Harbor Clearance Unit One 
(HUC-1) & Combat Salvage Boat-3 (CSB-3) (29/68-
06/71)
CD David A. Desiderio, USCG (Ret), USCGC 
Pontchartrain (WHEC-70) (02/68-09/69)
Robert Dockendorff, NSA Dong Tam/YRBM-17 
(03/67-04/68)
Bob Duffy, E Co.  3rd/47th
William Duggan,  RAS 13 M-131-2 (08/68-08/69)
Robert Durrett, T-112-7 (01/67-12/67)
Clayton E. East, USS Krishna ARL-38 (08/66-03/68)
Paul Eastham, T-132-11 (05/69-07/69)
Virgie Eblen, Associate Member
Leon Edmiston, B Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (06/68-05/69)
Clifton J. Elliott, C Co. 3/60 (1976)
Dennis Erlandson, D Co. 3rd/47th (08/68-04/69)

Larry Gunner Ethridge, USS Askari, ARL-30 (07/69-
07/70)
Joseph P. Ferrara, CO Riv Div 151
Robert Flaige, E Co 3rd/60th Inf. (05/67-05/68)
Ronnie Fontenot, YRBM-17 in Dong Tam (01/68-
11/68)
Bill Frede, T-112-2 (01/67-10/67)
Roland Gagnon, USS Harnett County  LST821
Ronald Garcia, USS Windham County
John N. Gavin, USS Satyr ARL-23 (1971)
David R. Georgius, NAVAIRFAC AIRCOFAT Logistics 
Helicopters (10/70-11/71)
John W. Gerbing, A&E Co 4th/47th Inf (1966-68)
James Goepel, A Co.  3rd/60th
T-91-10
Harry Hahn, RivRon 13, M-131-1 (03/69-03/70)
William Halloran, COMRIVFLOT ONE N2 (09/67-
09/68)
Roger Hamilton, Jr. USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Jeffie Hanks USS Benewah APB-35 (01/70-01/71)
Michael Hanmer, RivRon 15   T-49
BMCM (Ret) Wayne Hapgood, RivRon 15 T-52 
(07/70-12/70) & RID 48 (12/70-07/71)
Joseph Harper, USS White River LSMR-536 (12/66-
12/68)
Michael J. Harris, IUWG-1 Unit 3 (11/68-06/70)
Ray Harvey, Jr., USS Clarion River, LSMR-409
Ross Henderson, USS Luzerne County,  LST-902
Wayne Higdon, USS Satyr, ARL-23 (06/67-05/69)
Joe Hilliard, Gunner T-48 (09/69-03/70) and Boat 
Captain T-44 (03/70-07/70)
D. D. Hoffman, RivRon 9 ASPB 91-8 (03/67-03/68)
William Holda, CCB 151-1 (1968-1969)
James Hoyer, 1097th TC (MB) (08/68-07/69)
John Hughes,  3/60 9th Inf.
Alan G. Hyde, 9th Signal (1966-67)
Truman Irving, USS Mark, AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Francis Janssen, B Co. 93rd Const. Eng. (08/67-
07/68)
David Jarczewski, C Co. 4th/47th Inf., 9th Div. (05/66-
05/68)
Bruce Jensen, T-111-3 (1967-68)
Richard G. Jensen, A & E Cos, 3rd/60th Inf (12/66-
11/67)
J. R. Johnson, Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Gerald Johnston, USS Nye County, LST-1067 (01/66-
01/67)
David R. Jones, Riv 11, Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)

Frank Jones, RivDiv 152, T-48 Boat Captain (07/69-
07/70)
Richard L Jones, USS Tutula ARG-4 (06/71-12/71)
Jerry “Hollywood” Kawecki, B Co. 3rd/47th 9th inf 
(07/68-12/68)
Thomas Kelley, USN (Ret) Ras 9, & RivDiv 152 
(08/68-06/69)
John Klungreseter, T-111-2 & M-111-1
Gary L. Knox, RivRon 9, A-91-8 (01/68-06/70)
LTC Nick Laiacona, USA (Ret.) C Co. 3rd/60th Inf 
(1968-69)
Art “Lash” LaRue, Zippo-3, RID-45, Alpha-67 (1/70-
1/71)
Jerry Lippincott, IUWG-1, LCM-877 (06/70-05/71)
Naval Advisory Group
Richard Lorman, T-152-6 (06/68-06/69)
James Lowe, APL-26 (05/68-05/69)
Manuel Floyd, ARL-38 (03/68-03/69)
Michael A. Marquez, A Co. 3rd Plt. 3rd/60th Inf. 
(07/68-07/69)
Frank O. Martinolich, A. Co 3rd/60th, 9th Inf Div 
(03/68-03/69)
James Masters, USS Askari, ARL-30 (09/69-08/70)
Jerry L. Maygarden, USS Luzerne County, LST-902 
(6/69-7/70)
Paul A. Mayne, YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Cratis McLaughlin, D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf. Div. (09/68-
07/69)
Stan Melton
Adam Metts, T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
Walter Meyer, USS Benewah
A. R. “Monti” Montillo, B Co. 3rd/60th Inf (04/68-
09/68)
Joe Moore, USS Colleton, APB-36 (10/66-08/67)
Albert B. Moore, USS Beneway and IUWG-1 (04/67-
0470)
J. Russell, and Alice Moore, T-91-5, (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran, B Co 4th/47th Inf (11/67-10/68)
William Nesmith, 9th Div. Artillery  3/69-3/70
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah APB-35 (4/70-2/71)
James Noyes, C Btry. 3rd/34th Arty (06/67-06/68)
Jerry S. Nuckles, USS Colleton APB-36 (3/68-3/69)
Christopher Olsen, T-131-8 (05/68-05/69)
Charles Ostrov, HHC 2nd/47th Mech Inf. (01/68-
12/68)
Ed Owens, USS Benewah APB-36 (04/67-12/68)
Ed Paananen, HQ 3rd/47th 9th Inf. (05/66-06/68)
Capt. Jerry Pape, USN (Ret) Staff COMRIVFLOT 
ONE (01/68-12/68)

Anthony L. Perez, USS Iredell County LST-839 
(11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry, T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips,  D Co. 15th Combat 
Engineers  9th Inf. (8/68-6/69)
Paul Ray, M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
Col. Henly “Ed” Reed, HHC 2nd/60th Infantry
Bill & Donna Robinson, CO USS Mark AKL-12 
(06/70-05/71)
Jerry Ross, T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Billie Sanders, RivRon 11 RAD 112 T-112-1 & CCB-
112-1 Vietnam1967 plank owner
Norman Saunders, B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
Duane Schinn, Z-111-7, and M-111-2 (12/67-06/68)
F. George Schuster, LTJG, USS Indra, ARL-37 
(1968-69)
COL Sam Schutte, Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (05/66-
1/68)
Thomas D. Scott, USS Colleton, APB-36 (12/66-4/68)
Pete Seitz, USS Askari, ARL-30, 3/67-2/69
Jerry Shearer, C Co. 3rd/60th, 9th Inf. (04/67-04/68)
CDR William D. Shutters, USN (Ret) Boat Captain, 
T-111-1 (9/67-8/68)
Bill Slover, XO USS Colleton,  APB-36, 11/66-4/68
Walter H. Snow, RivDiv15, CCB-151-1
Bryan Swisher, B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-6/69)
Charles Thompson, 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman, T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Jim Towey, Co. B 2nd/60th Infantry (1068-08/69)
B-2 2nd/60th Air Mobile 9th Inf. (01/69-05/69)
John Trudeau, A Co., 3rd/60th  9th Inf.
Darwin Turpin   4th/47th   Alpha Co.
Roger Valentine, USS Askari ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
Pedro Vasquez, Tango 111-4
GMGI Ricky Vice, USN (Ret.) T-131-7 (03/68-05/69) 
& NAG (01/71-06/72)
Ron Wallace, B Co. 3rd Plat 3rd/47th Inf (05/66-
08/67)
YFU-4, Naval Support Activity, Danang
David H. White, USN (Ret) USS Satyr, ARL-23 
(08/69-08/70)
Jeffrey Withers
William H. Ziebarth, 9th Signal 3rd/34 Arty (05/66-
12/67)
Robert Zimmer, XO USS Mercer, APB-39 (02/68-
07/69)


