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 Message From the Radio Shack 

Hello, from the Radio Shack! 

This is your LAST CHANCE to sign up and attend the reunion. We only have registration by mail.  Do it 
now. If you come on site and try to register, it will cost you a lot more. We extended our mail in dates for 
registration to Sept 1st allowing for the later mail in forms. As I have said previously, on-site registration 
is costly, so SIGN UP NOW. Our staff wants to enjoy their time also at the reunion, and there are only 
two short times that you can register on site. ON SITE REGISTRATION IS CASH, ORCHECK!  NO 
CREDIT CARDS! The last chance sign-up form is in this edition of River Currents. You will notice that 
we have an early agenda for the reunion in this River Currents.  One of the HUGE additions to the agenda 
is a Saturday night FREE BUFFET DINNER. This will be a Banquet of Heroes where we will also 
announce the agreement that we have to provide all MRFA members with a Quilt of Valor personalized 
Quilt. The details of this will be rolled out at the banquet dinner. Following the dinner there will be DJ 
music and dancing for those of you with light feet!!!!!! Not me!!!The Mobile Riverine Museum is OPEN 
at the Russell Road Military Museum, right on the Illinois/Wisconsin border on I-94. Take the Russell 
Road Exit. You will enjoy their nice MRF exhibit there along with a huge military display of helicopters, 
aircraft, boats (PBR) and more 

We are grateful to the Johnson Family Fund for their very generous donation to our MRF documentary 
and our reunion. The Arballos are feverously working towards completion. 

That is all!  See you at the reunion! 

Harry….Out!  

Harry Hahn, President.  

 SparksRivRon13@aol.com  
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Breaking 
News……….
we now have 
a date for the 
Premiere of the 
documentary 
“Mobile 
Riverine 
Force”! Thank 
you for your 
patience as this 

has been a long-concerted effort!

Arballo Productions has committed to 
having our documentary completed 
and Premiered on March 25th, 
2025. What is also great news is 
that the U.S.S. Midway Museum, 
the floating museum in San Diego 
Harbor, has been secured for this 
event. The exact start time and 
details will be forthcoming. More 
info is in Arballo’s column in this 
newsletter. We will try to schedule 
other events around the Premier 
date, including a trip to the Vietnam 
Unit Memorial on Coronado. This 
Premiere event is downtown San 
Diego. I have secured the LOEWS 
Coronado hotel as a place for us. 
There are a limited number of rooms 
available so sign up soon. A sign-up 
form for free attendance is in this 
newsletter. Midway itself will have 
as many as 1100 chairs available on 
the flight deck and a 40-foot screen, 
so allowing many attendees will not 
be an issue. Attempting to forecast 
how many MRFA people can make 
this event will be a real challenge for 
me!!! 

“The Mobile Riverine Force” 
on the Big Screen!

   

We are beyond thrilled to share that the WORLD PREMIERE of the Mobile 
Riverine Force documentary will take place on the flight deck of the historic USS 
Midway in San Diego on March 25, 2025. This incredible milestone has been a long 
time in the making, and we can’t wait to share this special evening with all of you. 

rights we have all fought for! Being able to celebrate Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years with those 
you love is what it is all about and becomes more and more important as we count our many years!   

Harry Hahn, President, SparksRivRon13@aol.com  
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We are beyond thrilled to share that the WORLD PREMIERE of the Mobile Riverine Force 
documentary will take place on the flight deck of the historic USS Midway in San Diego on March 25, 
2025. This incredible milestone has been a long time in the making, and we can’t wait to share this special 
evening with all of you.  

    

While there’s still a lot of work to be done over the coming weeks and next couple of months, we are 
deeply grateful for the journey that has brought us here. For those interested in supporting our post-
production efforts, tax-deductible donations can still be made to the Mobile Riverine Force Association.  
If you do not have the use details, please feel free to reach out directly and we’ll be sure to share those 
important details. If you’re a business owner considering corporate sponsorship, please reach out—we’d 
love to share how we are able to recognize your support, including promotion through KPBS/PBS 
Advertising.  

rights we have all fought for! Being able to celebrate Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years with those 
you love is what it is all about and becomes more and more important as we count our many years!   

Harry Hahn, President, SparksRivRon13@aol.com  

2025_MRFA_SD_Re
gistrationFormFillIn 001.pdf 

“The Mobile Riverine Force” 
on the Big Screen!

    

We are beyond thrilled to share that the WORLD PREMIERE of the Mobile Riverine Force 
documentary will take place on the flight deck of the historic USS Midway in San Diego on March 25, 
2025. This incredible milestone has been a long time in the making, and we can’t wait to share this special 
evening with all of you.  

    

While there’s still a lot of work to be done over the coming weeks and next couple of months, we are 
deeply grateful for the journey that has brought us here. For those interested in supporting our post-
production efforts, tax-deductible donations can still be made to the Mobile Riverine Force Association.  
If you do not have the use details, please feel free to reach out directly and we’ll be sure to share those 
important details. If you’re a business owner considering corporate sponsorship, please reach out—we’d 
love to share how we are able to recognize your support, including promotion through KPBS/PBS 
Advertising.  

While there’s still a lot of work to be done over the coming weeks and next couple 
of months, we are deeply grateful for the journey that has brought us here. For 
those interested in supporting our post-production efforts, tax-deductible donations 
can still be made to the Mobile Riverine Force Association.  If you do not have the 
use details, please feel free to reach out directly and we’ll be sure to share those 
important details. If you’re a business owner considering corporate sponsorship, 
please reach out—we’d love to share how we are able to recognize your support, 
including promotion through KPBS/PBS Advertising. 

    

Please know that we’ll be working hard to have the Blu-Ray/DVD duplication produced and available in 
time for the premiere. 

Save the Date for Television Broadcast! 

Alongside this remarkable premiere, we’re also excited to announce that Mobile Riverine Force will 
broadcast on KPBS on Vietnam War Veterans Day, March 29, 2025. 

Thank you for allowing us to tell your stories. 

We are incredibly honored by the support and hospitality of Admiral Craft and the USS Midway, and we 
couldn’t be happier to present your story in San Diego.  

Details will follow in the near future.  

See you on the flight deck! 

Jeff and Shannon Arballo 

 

2025 MRFA REUNION
SEPTEMBER 18TH to 21st!

         
Please start thinking about the 2025 reunion in St. Louis!  Make your hotel reservations and send in your 
registrations.  The hotel is filling up quickly!  To get your free shirt and wife’s or significant other’s shirt, 
you must register by April 1st!   

There will be a free bus ride to the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Perryville, Mo. On Friday, 9/19 at 10:00 
a.m. Make sure to let me know if you want to go on the bus.  You won’t be able to sign up for the bus 
at the reunion!   

The area around the Chalet has been remodeled.  New Restaurants, an ice cream shop and other venues 
are no open!  There is a large movie screen at one end of the open plaza!   

continued on page 2
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only go to seed about every 4 to 7 years. As kids, 
we would go out and pick them with our parents 
and grandparents. I was craving them and I told 
one of my sisters in one of my letters, so a few 
weeks later, I got them in a care package.”

Several guys mentioned getting “Playboy” 
magazines. I received one myself from my girl-
friend, Judi. Before she sent it, she and my sister, 
Judy, went through it and put swim suits on every 
single picture (even cartoons), with a Magic 
Marker. All the guys on our boat were mad at ME!

Gene Richardson said he received a Play-
boy from his mother. “My wonderful Methodist 
mother. What a shock. It was so out of charac-
ter on her part, but very welcome by my whole 
platoon.”

Gary Grahn got a BOX of Playboys from an old 
high school buddy.

Jerry Hammel’s grandpa had drug stores. Jerry 
scored a package of condoms and Playboys.

Billy Two Feathers snagged one of the more 
“unusual” care packages. His brother’s “hippie 
girlfriend” sent him some “special ingredient” 
brownies, for his 19th birthday. “Even the first 
shirt liked them. He had two!” The “special in-
gredient” was easily available in Vietnam, but 
you know what they say about how “the grass is 
always greener,” or something…..

Some of the packages were a little more “edgy.” 
Daniel Seidenberg received a Marine combat 
knife. Craig R. Smolinski got a Case pocket knife 
from his sister, which he still has.

Ken House was gifted a Colt 25 auto for his 
back pocket. Col. Monte G. Euler got a .38 caliber 
pistol.

Several guys received Jiffy Pop, popcorn, in-
cluding Carl J. Kramer, Jerry Smith, Walter Lee, 
and Mike Boylen, of B Company, 3/47. They all 
heated it up using C-4, with mixed results. Jerry 
Smith said they heated it with C-4 in a C ration 
can, but “It burned so hot, it just melted all the 
popcorn kernels.” The other guys apparently had 
better luck.

Harless W. White received “a green wool 
sweater.” John Patrick Descoteaux got an olive 
drab Air Force uniform, to replace his polyester 
greens. Frank Jones received many pairs of tire 
tread sandals and wide leather watch bands.

Cliff Mulder received the heartwarming gift of 
a small heater for the monsoon season.

Joe Rosner received mosquito repellent, which 
was ALWAYS in need in the Mekong Delta!

Dale C. Simpson’s family sent him a yellow, 
orange and green stuffed duck. One morning, 

Dale’s hootch took a 122 shell, leaving the hootch 
in shambles, but his duck survived, unscathed.

A third grade class in Seattle sent Ken Bago 
thirty letters.

There were touching, sweet stories of care 
packages. Pat Hartley’s wife sent him the igni-
tion key for a new car she bought. She didn’t let 
anyone else use the ash tray until Pat got home, 
almost a year later. John Turner’s girlfriend, who 
is now his wife of 49 years, wrote to him several 
times a week and sent him care packages three 
to four times a month. She usually sent banana 
nut bread and dozens of cookies. His buddies al-
ways circled around him at “mail call.”

Steve Hopper received fudge that his mother 
made for the family, for as long as he could re-
member. He and two of his brothers served in 
Vietnam, and she sent her fudge to all three of 
them. She renamed her recipe, “Overseas Fudge.” 
His family still calls it that, today. She would pack 
it in popcorn and it was still creamy and good 
when it arrived. They still make her fudge every 
year,at Christmas.

Mike McCann’s mom sent him crayons and col-
oring books to give to the Vietnamese children.

William Marlow got a package of toy 
cowboys and Indians to give away to the 
local kids, when they were on outpost 
duty, like guarding bridges or MedCaps. 
As he recalls, few of them made it to kids, 
because Tiger Scouts found them in his 
gear while they were on their way to the 
outpost and quickly had them out of the 
bags. The Tiger Scouts played with them 
on the deck of the Tango boat.

Bruce Peters got his wedding ring sent 
to him, buried in fudge. It wasn’t accom-
panied with a “Dear John” letter; quite 
the contrary. Bruce had been told that the guys 
shouldn’t wear rings, watches, or other jewel-
ry in the field, so Bruce left all of that at home. 
When he arrived in Vietnam and saw guys walk-
ing around “looking like Mr. T.” He wrote to her 
and told her to send it to him. “She ‘hid’ it in a 
coffee can full of fudge. What a mess when it ar-
rived! She did ensure the coffee can's contents 
for $100.00, what she had paid for the ring. We 
were within a day of putting in an insurance 
claim when it arrived, all beat up but after eat-
ing all the fudge, using my three middle fingers 
to scoop it out, there was the ring still wearing it 
50 years later.”

Huston Johnson got a package from someone 
that was simply meant for someone serving in 
Vietnam. He sent a letter back to let them know 
he received their package. From then on, and for 

every week, he got a box of cookies, a cake, or 
cupcakes.

Louis Dominguez’s mother would record 
“Laugh-In,” every week and send him the tape 
reel. Out in the mud, most of the time meant that 
it would sometimes be a while before he could 
find a portable tape machine to play it back.

Jack Miller’s sister sent him nylons to give to 
the nurses for special treatment when he was in 
the hospital. Jack says that it worked. “They loved 
them.”

Ken Hogan told us, “My mother sent me an 
American flag that our Congressman had flown 
over the Nation’s capital and the Illinois State 
House. It flew on two boats, in-country, and 
now on my houseboat, 50 years later. A gift from 
home, then and now, is a symbol of all of our 
Brother’s sacrifices.”

The underlying message of all of these care 
packages is that despite the fact that some, back 
in the states thought badly of those of us who 
served in Vietnam, we had loved ones, friends, 
and family that not only loved us, but showed 
it in their letters and packages. We need to re-

member them and forget the haters. If you have 
stories about the care packages you received, we 
would like to hear them! Please send to terry.
s8er@yahoo.com!   ★

BECAUSE THEY CARED 
Continued from previous page

The Vietnam Veterans of America 
magazine has reported that Retired 
US Air Force Master Sgt. James Tiley 
Williams died, December 19, 2018, 
in Corriganville, Maryland, at age 84. 
Williams may have been one of the 
country’s most recognized Vietnam 
War veterans. Sometimes known as 
“The Man at The Wall,” he posed for 
the artist Lee Teter as a businessman 
visiting the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial. As “The VVA” veteran” magazine 
reported it, “The result was the iconic 

painting, Reflections, in which Wil-
liams is pictured deep in thought, his 
head bowed, and with one hand on 
The Wall.”

As a former businessman who has 
visited The Wall three times, this 
painting meant a great deal to me. 
I have print #2997 hanging in my 
“Man Cave.”

The magazine reports that Teter 
licensed the rights to “Reflections” to 
Chapter 172 of the Vietnam Veterans 
of America.  ★

Reflections artist has died

The Mobile Riverine Force 
and 9th Infantry Division 

Vietnam Page. After you send 
a request to join the group, 
Bob Pries will approve your 

request to join the group.

Your membership 
expiration date is 
printed on your 

River Currents just 
above your name 

and address.

Send your questions, comments, 
or stories for River Currents to the 

Editor, at: 
terry.s8er@yahoo.com.

Contact the Editor
If you have questions, stories, or 
comments for “River Currents,” 

please e-mail Terry Sater, at terry.
s8er@yahoo.com  Not all stories 

can be published.  All must be 
family friendly. We want a good 

balance of Army and Navy stories, 
so please participate!

Please send Frank Jones any 
changes in address, phone number 
or e-mail addresses so that he can 

keep our database updated.

His address is: 
9 San Marino Parkway, 

Fenton, MO 63026

Frank’s e-mail address is 
mrfatango48@gmail.com

Contact Changes

Also, as reported last issue, through a very generous benefactor, we announced that 
our September 2025 reunion in St. Louis will be free to MRFA members and their 
spouse/significant other (first guest). The hotel lodging and incidentals are on you, 
but we are covering the reunion fee for members. This will include our “Banquet of 
Heros” on the Saturday night of our reunion and finger food receptions like the last 
reunion. A form for signing up for the reunion is attached to this newsletter and is 
also available in a fillable form online, on the MRFA website. You must sign up by 
April 1, 2025, to get free attendance. This allows us to better plan and organize the 
event. Please sign up soon and make your arrangements with the hotel for your stay. 
Again, this is free to members and their spouse/significant other. 

Our focus for this and our next Newsletter will be on the Premiere date(s) for our 
documentary. Once we have more details available, we will be blasting them out in 
emails to those of you that are signed up on our email list and in a special mailing 
in February!!!! So please make certain you get signed up for these events as the 
opportunities are presented to you! If you are not on our email list, please email and I 
will add your email. Send your request to SparksRivRon13@AOL.com

Lastly, we wish you a very safe and wonderful holiday season. We are so fortunate to 
have returned from that distant war to be here with our families during the holidays 
and to enjoy what liberty and God given rights we have all fought for! Being able to 
celebrate Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years with those you love is what it is 
all about and becomes more and more important as we count our many years!  

 Harry Hahn, President, SparksRivRon13@aol.com

Please know that we’ll be working hard to have the Blu-Ray/DVD duplication 
produced and available in time for the premiere.

Save the Date for Television Broadcast!

Alongside this remarkable premiere, we’re also excited to announce that Mobile 
Riverine Force will broadcast on KPBS on Vietnam War Veterans Day, March 29, 
2025.

Thank you for allowing us to tell your stories.

We are incredibly honored by the support and hospitality of Admiral Craft and the 
USS Midway, and we couldn’t be happier to present your story in San Diego. 

Details will follow in the near future. 

See you on the flight deck!

Jeff and Shannon Arballo

On the Big Screen!
continued from page 1
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2025 MRFA & 9th Infantry Division Reunion 
Registration Form
9/18/25 TO 9/21/25

(PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY) 

 City State 
_____ 

 State 

Grand Total Enclosed

Yes   □    No

 -…-   - -    -…-    -     -   - -…-    - -    - -…-    - -    - -…-    - -    - -…-   -     --……--
Note: You will still have to pick up your name tag and lanyard at the check-in table. There will be no 
admission to hospitality rooms without your name tag and lanyard.  NO EXCEPTIONS! CHECK-IN 
WILL BE OPEN ON THURSDAY, SEPT. 18, 9AM TO 5PM AND FRIDAY, SEPT. 19, 9 AM TO 
1PM.
 Only activity on Sept. 21st is breakfast and checkout!
ONLY SEND THE FLIGHT FORM IF YOU ARE DISABLED AND NEED ADA 
TRANSPORTATION! Please fill out the 2025 MRFA Reunion Flight Form and send to Frank Jones

First reunion

Shuttle to Soldier’s Memorial, Gateway Arch, St. Louis Zoo and Old Town St. Charles on a first 
come, first serve basis. Shuttles will operate on Friday (10am to 4pm) and Saturday (1pm to 5pm)

Please send this form with your check or money order payable to the MRFA. Mail to MRFA 2025 
Reunion, C/O Frank Jones, 9 San Marino Parkway, Fenton, MO 63026 before 9/1/2025

Full refund for cancellations will be made until 9/1/2025.  After this date NO REFUNDS will be 
made.  Returned checks will be charged a $25 processing fee.

$____________

$________
$  0, 75 or $100

Registration is for member and 1 guest  (Does not cover lodging, food or drinks)      

MRFA Member  Registration FFRREEEE        ttoo          mmeemmbbeerr            aa  nndd            
ssppoouussee//ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ootthheerr  iiff  rreeggiisstteerreedd            pprriioorr            ttoo        AApprriill                    11      ,,  22002255
AAfftteerr  AApprriill  11,,  22002255  $$7755  ffoorr  MMeemmbbeerr  --  NNoonnmmeemmbbeerr  RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  $$110000
OONN  SSIITTEE//LLAATE-RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  FFOORR  MMEEMMBBEERRSS::  (($$112255))    NNOONN--MMEEMMBBEERRSS::  (($$115500))..  MMUUSSTT  PPAAYY  
WWIITTHH  AA  CCHHEECCKK!!!!  NNOO  CCAASSHH!!!!TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY  AANNDD  FFRRIIDDAAYY  11PPMM  TTOO  22PPMM..  PPLLEEAASSEE  SSIIGGNN  UUPP  AATT  
CCHHEECCKK--IINN  TTAABBLLEE..

Total number of other guest(s) _____ x $_______ea.  Guests under 12 are free   ee $__________ 

XS     S        M       L      XL    2XL

Name - Spouse/Significant Other
________________________________ ________________

Name - Additional Guests

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

Send my registration form to me by e-mail

Woman's T- Shirt Size

Member's Polo Shirt Size
M   L       XL   2XL  3XL

 City 

____________________

____________________ 

____________________

______

______

______

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

Unit in Vietnam (1 unit only) _______________________     Dates ________________

Street ____________________________________________________________________ 
City ______________________________________ State ________   Zip __________________
Phone _________________________ E-Mail ____________________ ____

0

0
0

25
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2025 MRFA REUNION
SEPTEMBER 18TH to 21st!

Please start thinking about the 2025 reunion in St. Louis!  Make your hotel reserva-
tions and send in your registrations.  The hotel is filling up quickly!  To get your free 
shirt and wife’s or significant other’s shirt, you must register by April 1st!  

There will be a free bus ride to the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Perryville, Mo. On Fri-
day, 9/19 at 10:00 a.m. Make sure to let me know if you want to go on the bus.  You 
won’t be able to sign up for the bus at the reunion!  

The area around the Chalet has been remodeled.  New Restaurants, an ice cream shop 
and other venues are now open!  There is a large movie screen at one end of the open 
plaza!  

Looking forward to seeing everyone!

Frank Jones
Reunion Coordinator

    

Please know that we’ll be working hard to have the Blu-Ray/DVD duplication produced and available in 
time for the premiere. 

Save the Date for Television Broadcast! 

Alongside this remarkable premiere, we’re also excited to announce that Mobile Riverine Force will 
broadcast on KPBS on Vietnam War Veterans Day, March 29, 2025. 

Thank you for allowing us to tell your stories. 

We are incredibly honored by the support and hospitality of Admiral Craft and the USS Midway, and we 
couldn’t be happier to present your story in San Diego.  

Details will follow in the near future.  

See you on the flight deck! 

Jeff and Shannon Arballo 
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Reunion Coordinator 

Now Hear This!
Vietnam Unit Memorial Coronado – USS Westchester County

   
Now Hear This- Vietnam Unit Memorial Coronado – USS Westchester County

Most of you are aware of the fact that we have a Memorial Wall dedicated to those who were KIA in 
the Brown Water Navy TF-115, TF-116, TF-117, and TF-194 in Vietnam, located at the Coronado 
Amphibious Base, Coronado, CA. What you may not realize is the amount of upkeep that is required 
for the three boats that are located there, the wall, and the grounds. The crew that is responsible for 
the upkeep is headed by our own Tom Matyn. Tom is putting out a request to any member, member 
family, or any party who may be interested in assisting in the upkeep, and not afraid to get their hands 
dirty. Please contact Tom to assist in this ongoing effort. Tom’s phone number is 760-458-0439. His 
email is tmatyn@sbcglobal.net, or get in touch with Steve Watson swatson9@outlook.com, or Chuck 
Chowdakis,  619-895-3096, chuckc50@netzero.com

The Memorial is the site for all Special Warfare graduations of US Navy SEALS, SWCC’s and for change 
of command ceremonies. Recently a ceremony was held at the Memorial to place a new Bronze 
Plaque on the stern of the CCB boat in memory of those who had died in the mining of the USS 
Westchester County. 

We will be visiting the Memorial on March 26th as part of our San Diego/Coronado Premier of the 
documentary “Mobile Riverine Force”. More information is in that column.

Looking forward to seeing everyone! 

       

Frank Jones 

Reunion Coordinator 
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Now Hear This!
Vietnam Unit Memorial 

Coronado – USS 
Westchester County

Most of you are aware of the fact that 
we have a Memorial Wall dedicated 
to those who were KIA in the Brown 
Water Navy TF-115, TF-116, TF-
117, and TF-194 in Vietnam, located 
at the Coronado Amphibious Base, 
Coronado, CA. What you may not 
realize is the amount of upkeep that 
is required for the three boats that 
are located there, the wall, and the 
grounds. The crew that is responsible 
for the upkeep is headed by our own 
Tom Matyn. Tom is putting out a 
request to any member, member 
family, or any party who may be 
interested in assisting in the upkeep, 
and not afraid to get their hands 
dirty. Please contact Tom to assist 
in this ongoing effort. Tom’s phone 
number is 760-458-0439. His email 
is tmatyn@sbcglobal.net, or get in 
touch with Steve Watson swatson9@
outlook.com, or Chuck Chowdakis,  
619-895-3096, chuckc50@netzero.
com

The Memorial is the site for all 
Special Warfare graduations of US 
Navy SEALS, SWCC’s and for 
change of command ceremonies. 
Recently a ceremony was held at 
the Memorial to place a new Bronze 
Plaque on the stern of the CCB boat 
in memory of those who had died in 
the mining of the USS Westchester 
County. 

We will be visiting the Memorial 
on March 26th as part of our San 
Diego/Coronado Premier of the 
documentary “Mobile Riverine 
Force”. More information is in that 
column.

Tribute to the KIA/WIA of the 
Westchester County

The Westchester County LST-1167 shipmates and the MRFA created four bronze plaques 
to honor the memory of twenty-three sailors and soldiers killed in the mining of the 
ship November 1st, 1968, while attached to River Assault Division 111.  Shipmates also 
recognized the extraordinary efforts of the ship crew, Mobile Riverine Craft and soldiers 
that saved lives and prevented what would have been the only loss of a commissioned 
ship the Navy would have sustained, due to enemy action, during the Vietnam War.  
As it was, seventeen sailors and six soldiers were killed, along with fifteen wounded, 
representing the greatest single combat loss of US Navy lives in the war.

One plaque was 
dedicated in June at the 
National Vietnam War 
Museum in Weatherford 
TX.  On November 1st, 
three were dedicated on 
the 56th anniversary of 
the mining.  One on the 
Trail of Honor at the 
Lasdon Park Museum 
in Westchester County NY.  A second at the Door County Museum in Sturgeon Bay WI 
where the ship was built, and one at the Vietnam Unit Memorial in Coronado, CA.

Nolan Nelson presenting remarks on the Dedication of  the plaque attached 
to the stern of the CCB at the Coronado Vietnam Unit Memorial.  

Tribute to the KIA/WIA of the Westchester County
The Westchester County LST-1167 shipmates and the MRFA created four bronze plaques to honor the 
memory of twenty-three sailors and soldiers killed in the mining of the ship November 1st, 1968, while 
attached to River Assault Division 111.  Shipmates also recognized the extraordinary efforts of the ship 
crew, Mobile Riverine Craft and soldiers that saved lives and prevented what would have been the only 
loss of a commissioned ship the Navy would have sustained, due to enemy action, during the Vietnam 
War.  As it was, seventeen sailors and six soldiers were killed, along with fifteen wounded, representing 
the greatest single combat loss of US Navy lives in the war. 

One plaque was dedicated in June at the National Vietnam War Museum in Weatherford TX.  On 
November 1st, three were dedicated on the 56th anniversary of the mining.  One on the Trail of Honor at 
the Lasdon Park Museum in Westchester County NY.  A second at the Door County Museum in Sturgeon 
Bay WI where the ship was built, and one at the Vietnam Unit Memorial in Coronado, CA. 

       

Nolan Nelson presenting remarks on the Dedication of  the plaque attached to the stern of the CCB at the 
Coronado Vietnam Unit Memorial.   

 

Reflections: Veterans Day 2024
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Cotton Hats

Mesh Back Hats

H001 MRFA Vietnam H002 9th Inf Div Vietnam

H005 Old Reliables

 9th Inf Div Vietnam

H011 60th Infantry Regiment
 w/black 6”x3” patch on black cap 
(covers 2nd/60th, 3rd/60th, and 

5th/60th 9th Inf Div)H010 47th Inf Regiment 
w/black 6”x3” patch on black cap 
(covers 2nd/47th, 3rd/47th, and 

4th/47th 9th Inf Div)

H009 39th Infantry Regiment 
w/black 6”x3” patch on black cap 
 (covers 2nd/39th, 3rd/39th, and 

4th/39th 9th Inf Div)

H018 Purple Heart

H019 9th Med Bn Dong Tam Vietnam

H017 Combat 
Infantryman

H021 U.S. Navy Corpsman Vietnam

H020 Combat Medic Vietnam

H003 RAF TF-117

CCoottttoonn  hhaattss  wwiitthh  eemmbbrrooiiddeerreedd  ppaattcchh  oonn  ffrroonntt..  AAddjjuussttaabbllee  bbaacckk..

$25.00

H012 MRF PUC H013 MRF Svc RibbonH015 9th Inf. Div. Vietnam 
SVC Ribbon

H016 MRF CAR Vietnam

Service Award hats are available in five styles on an olive drab base. 
All cotton, washable with pewter finish clasp.
$25.00

H004 RAF Army/Navy

H022 Silver Star
 w/black 6”x3” patch 

on mesh back 
black cap 

H023 Bronze Star
 w/black 6”x3” patch on mesh back 

black cap 

www.mrfa.org

Service Award Hats

FREE 
SHIPPING
ON ORDERS OVER $60

NEW

UPDATED 02/21/2024
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Ordering is as easy as 1-2-3.
1. Indicate your choice of item number (be sure to include size, if applicable),

with quantity, and total amount. Add amounts for grand total to enclose.
2. Make check or money order payable to: MRFA. The MRFA does not take credit cards.
3. Mail Gear Locker Order Form and check to MRFA, PO Box 271, Lake Villa, IL 60046.

Email Harry Hahn at SparksRivRon13@AOL.com for questions.

Name   ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Shipping Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________________

Phone_______________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________________

Qty Model Number Size Unit Price Amount

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

Subtotal $

Shipping
(If order subtotal is over $60, Shipping is FREE)

$ 8.00
Grand Total

$

ORDER FORM

   Products 
Chairman 

HARRY HAHN
President 

FREE 
SHIPPING

ON ORDERS OVER $60

UPDATED 02/21/2024
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“The Mekong – River of Terror and Hope,” 
Excerpt from the December, 1968 National Geographic

A major said the island was heavily 
booby trapped.  “They use captured 
grenades or shells that were duds.  
Do you know what a daisy chain is?  
Grenades strung along a trail.  The 
point man trips one, and they all go off, 
so the men behind him get zapped too.” 

I rode aboard the monitor that ran the 
operation.  The radio room buzzed.  
Our first element to land had run into 
fire.  The skipper beached the monitor, 
to steady the guns. 

From the island: “Every time we move 
we receive fire.”  The colonel in the 
monitor: “Don’t spread out in there; 
we can lose a company that way.”  The 
island: “Search party ambushed.”  Near 
us, a helicopter lifted the first casualty.  

Said a Vietnamese liaison officer 
aboard: “The people call this Coconut 
Island.  Full of VC, hard core.”  

A chopper took me to the island.  It 
took back a man wounded by a booby 
trap.  He smiled.   He was safe.  

There were sharp, fast cracks from our 

continued from Summer Issue of 
River Currents

(continued from Summer Issue of River Currents)
A major said the island was heavily booby trapped.  “They use captured grenades or shells that were duds.  
Do you know what a daisy chain is?  Grenades strung along a trail.  The point man trips one, and they all 
go off, so the men behind him get zapped too.”  

 I rode aboard the monitor that ran the operation.  The radio room buzzed.  Our first element to 
land had run into fire.  The skipper beached the monitor, to steady the guns.  

 From the island: “Every time we move we receive fire.”  The colonel in the monitor: “Don’t 
spread out in there; we can lose a company that way.”  The island: “Search party ambushed.”  Near us, a 
helicopter lifted the first casualty.   

Said a Vietnamese liaison officer aboard: “The people call this Coconut Island.  Full of VC, hard core.”   

A chopper took me to the island.  It took back a man wounded by a booby trap.  He smiled.   He was safe.   

There were sharp, fast cracks from our infantrymen’s M-16 automatic rifles, and the booming of rifle 
grenades.  We all crouched.  Then quiet.  We walked gingerly among the palms.  And banana plants.  I 
thought of daisy chains.   

Capt. Wayne Greene, commanding Bravo Company, had a radio too.  It reported 30 to 40 VC farther 
down, with AK-47’s; those were their automatic rifles.  The captain said; “One guy is firing at you, and 
you feel like it’s fifty.”   

It was hot.  My steel helmet and my jacket of nylon armor made me hotter.   An explosion sent a blast of 
air into my face.  Our engineers had blown up a booby trap. 

 “Don’t bunch up!” the captain kept repeating.  “There could be VC in bunkers ahead.  They let us 
walk in, and when they see enough of us, they’ll open up.  It happens all the time.”  

We came to a thatched house, empty, and searched.  The bed, a wide board, rested on mud walls a foot 
thick.  It was a shelter-from bombs, from shellfire.  The captain said, “Shelters like this are a way of life 
here, as you and I have a bathroom.”  On the dresser stood a plaster Madonna. 

Outside stood a bunker of coconut logs.  Deeply carved and painted into a tree was the VC flag, blue and 
red with gold star.  A shield said “Long Live the National Liberation Front.”  That is what the VC call 
themselves.   

Sweat ran on my glasses.  We hit irrigation ditches by the dozen, each about 10 feet wide.  I slid down the 
banks, slogged through black mud and soupy brown water, and struggled up, over and over again.  I 
reached for a branch.  It had two-inch thorns.  A trooper gave me a hand.  I cursed irrigation.   

We crouched and rolled into a ditch.  Sniper.  About 100 yards?  The M-16’swent to work.  Silence again.   

infantrymen’s M-16 automatic rifles, 
and the booming of rifle grenades.  We 
all crouched.  Then quiet.  We walked 
gingerly among the palms.  And banana 
plants.  I thought of daisy chains.  

Capt. Wayne Greene, commanding 
Bravo Company, had a radio too.  It 
reported 30 to 40 VC farther down, 
with AK-47’s; those were their 
automatic rifles.  The captain said; 
“One guy is firing at you, and you feel 
like it’s fifty.”  

It was hot.  My steel helmet and my 
jacket of nylon armor made me hotter.   
An explosion sent a blast of air into my 
face.  Our engineers had blown up a 
booby trap.

“Don’t bunch up!” the captain kept 
repeating.  “There could be VC in 
bunkers ahead.  They let us walk in, 
and when they see enough of us, they’ll 
open up.  It happens all the time.” 

We came to a thatched house, empty, 
and searched.  The bed, a wide board, 
rested on mud walls a foot thick.  It was 
a shelter-from bombs, from shellfire.  
The captain said, “Shelters like this are 
a way of life here, as you and I have 
a bathroom.”  On the dresser stood a 
plaster Madonna.

Outside stood a bunker of coconut 
logs.  Deeply carved and painted into a 
tree was the VC flag, blue and red with 
gold star.  A shield said “Long Live the 
National Liberation Front.”  That is 
what the VC call themselves.  

Sweat ran on my glasses.  We hit 
irrigation ditches by the dozen, each 
about 10 feet wide.  I slid down the 
banks, slogged through black mud 
and soupy brown water, and struggled 
up, over and over again.  I reached 
for a branch.  It had two-inch thorns.  
A trooper gave me a hand.  I cursed 
irrigation.  

We crouched and rolled into a ditch.  
Sniper.  About 100 yards?  The 
M-16’swent to work.  Silence again.  

In my three hours we had encountered 
only a handful of people.  They walked 
behind us, with a Vietnamese from the 
Special Branch of the National Police. 
He would interrogate them later.  How 
could he tell a VC?

“A man with soft hands is no farmer,” 
he said.  “If his face and hands are 
pale, he operates at night and sleeps by 
day.  Perhaps he carries mortar shells, 
or messages.  That girl, she is from the 
Women’s Liberation Association.”  Her 
voice was soft and high-pitched – a 
girl of good family.  Some VC mortar 
squads were made up entirely of 
women. 

I was wrung out when we came to a 
stream with a bridge – a thick bamboo 
trunk with a thin bamboo rail to steady 
myself.  I’d never make it.  I’d swim 
across.  I lurched in.

Trang, who was still with me, shouted: 
“Stop!”  VC put booby traps under 
these bridges!”  They think the big 
Americans with all their equipment are 
so heavy they might crash down.  

A trooper calmly said, “Wait.  I’ll go 
first and make sure.”  A brave young 
man.  How could I let him do it?  I 
floundered back out, and somehow I 
made it across that cursed bridge.  I 
don’t remember how; I just remember 
feeling scared to death the whole day.

There is something else I cannot forget.  
We had picked up an old man with a 
medal of the Blessed Virgin around 
his neck, and then we came across a 
body.  The old man looked down on the 
bloody corpse.  He said, “He is my son-
in-law.	 He has five children.” 

He stood up straight.  His face was 
frozen, with a little tear in each eye.  
He said, “He was not VC.  He was not 
VC.”  

Wasn’t he?  I don’t know.  The report 
of the operation on Thoi Son Island 
includes him as on VC KIA-killed in 
action.”



8 • River Currents, Volume 33, Number 3 • FALL 2024

Gathering of the Troops 
San Diego/Coronado 

March 2025
The MRFA documentary Premier is on 
the USS Midway March 25th evening. 
The LOEWS Coronado Hotel is 
availa able for those that need a room. 
There is NO CHARGE for attendance 
at hotel or USS Midway for MRFA 
members. 

The preliminary schedule is as follows:

March 24th Arrival at hotel – Bay 
Front gathering room open (after 3 PM)

March 25th late afternoon – Bus to 
USS Midway for Documentary Premier 
from Hotel

March 26th Bus to Vietnam Unit 
Memorial Service

Exact times to follow. We plan to have 
finger food available on the 24th and 
26th in the Bay Front suite. Food and 
drinks will be available on the USS 
Midway at the Premier on the 25th. 
Although there is a form for you to 
send us to let us know that you will be 
attending, you must get your hotel 
reservation directly with the hotel. To 
make reservations you may go to this 
website https://www.loewshotels.com/
coronado-bay-resort/group-mobile-
riverine-force-association-2025 or call 
the hotel directly at (619) 424-4000 and 
mention
 
Name: Mobile Riverine Force 
Association 

Code: MFR324

That will get you your room rate of 
$199. There is a mandatory resort 
charge of $20 for use of the resort 
facility,  so your total charge will 
be $219 per day plus tax. We have 
negotiated a special parking rate for 
those who are driving, otherwise Uber 
or cab from airport to hotel.

2025 MRFA & 9th Infantry Division 
Coronado Gathering and 

Documentary Premier
Registration Form

This is NOT your Hotel form. make Hotel Reservation 
separately 

March 24th, 25th, 26th 2025 - Loews, Coronado, CA

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

Unit in Vietnam _____________________________________Dates _________________ 

Street____________________________________________________________________ 
City______________________________________ State________  Zip_______________ 
Phone_________________________  or Cell ____________________________________ 
E-mail ___________________________________________________________________
Send my registration confirmation to me by email Ye s □ No □

□ No guests □ First reunion

          City State
_____________________ ________ 
_____________________ ________ 
_____________________ ________ 
_____________________ ________ 

Name(s): Spouse/Guest(s)
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ _____________________ ________ 

Registration fee: NO CHARGE

Please send this form to: Frank Jones
9 San Marino Parkway 

Fenton, MO 63026
314-303-2730

mrfatango48@gmail.com 
by March 1st, 2025

Note: You need to check in at the MRFA Bayside gathering room to receive your
name tag. Your name tag is your admittance to bus rides and USS Midway!

________ 
________ 
________ 
________ 
________ 

Number of people for bus to USS Midway on March 25th ________ 

Number of people for bus ride to Vietnam Memorial on March 26th ________ 

You must make your hotel reservation separately. 
LOEWS Coronado is $199 per night plus a $20 per day resort fee. Parking is 
extra.

Address: 4000 Coronado Bay Rd, Coronado, CA 92118
Phone: (619) 424-4000

MRFA room block code is MRFA 324MFR 324
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Reflections: Veterans Day 2024
My Vietnam Vet brothers from the 
Mobile Riverine Force - 9th Infantry 
Division, a Donut Dolly sister, friends, 
and family members gathered in 
Washington, D.C., from November 8th 
through the 11th to celebrate Veterans 
Day.

I have traveled to D.C. for forty-one 
out of the last forty-two years during 
this time, and this year felt particularly 
special—though I can’t quite pinpoint 
why. There seemed to be more laughter, 
deeper emotions, and an even stronger 
sense of connection among us than ever 
before.

Over the four days, I enjoyed the 
company of familiar faces who attend 
every year, a Donut Dolly, some first-
timers, their family members or friends, 
and my daughter and granddaughter.

Perhaps it was this wonderful mix of 
people that made my time in D.C. so 
special.

Perhaps I needed the opportunity to 
interact with my brothers more than ever 
this year.

Perhaps it was having my daughter and 
granddaughter by my side for our wreath-
laying ceremony at the Wall on Veterans 
Day.

Perhaps it was simply being with my 
brothers from Vietnam again—men 
I trusted with my life, and who in 
turn, trusted me with theirs. We faced 

incredible challenges together long ago, 
and being with them again filled my heart 
with happiness.

Whatever it was—a combination of all 
these elements and more—it made for 
a fantastic four days that I will always 
cherish.

Although I returned home exhausted, I 
can’t help but smile as I reflect on my 
time with these amazing individuals.

My heartfelt thanks and love go out to 
everyone who made my time in D.C. 
extraordinarily special. Bravo Zulu!

Bob Pries

My Vietnam Vet brothers from the Mobile Riverine Force - 9th Infantry Division, a Donut Dolly sister, 
friends, and family members gathered in Washington, D.C., from November 8th through the 11th to 
celebrate Veterans Day.

I have traveled to D.C. for forty-one out of the last forty-two years during this time, and this year felt 
particularly special—though I can't quite pinpoint why. There seemed to be more laughter, deeper 
emotions, and an even stronger sense of connection among us than ever before.

Over the four days, I enjoyed the company of familiar faces who attend every year, a Donut Dolly, 
some first-timers, their family members or friends, and my daughter and granddaughter.

Perhaps it was this wonderful mix of people that made my time in D.C. so special.

Perhaps I needed the opportunity to interact with my brothers more than ever this year.

Perhaps it was having my daughter and granddaughter by my side for our wreath-laying ceremony at 
the Wall on Veterans Day.

Perhaps it was simply being with my brothers from Vietnam again—men I trusted with my life, and 
who in turn, trusted me with theirs. We faced incredible challenges together long ago, and being with 
them again filled my heart with happiness.

Whatever it was—a combination of all these elements and more—it made for a fantastic four days 
that I will always cherish.

Although I returned home exhausted, I can't help but smile as I reflect on my time with these amazing 
individuals.

My heartfelt thanks and love go out to everyone who made my time in D.C. extraordinarily special. 
Bravo Zulu!

Bob Pries

“The Mekong – River of Terror and Hope,” 

Excerpt from the December, 1968 National Geographic

Tribute to the KIA/WIA of the Westchester County
The Westchester County LST-1167 shipmates and the MRFA created four bronze plaques to honor the 
memory of twenty-three sailors and soldiers killed in the mining of the ship November 1st, 1968, while 
attached to River Assault Division 111.  Shipmates also recognized the extraordinary efforts of the ship 
crew, Mobile Riverine Craft and soldiers that saved lives and prevented what would have been the only 
loss of a commissioned ship the Navy would have sustained, due to enemy action, during the Vietnam 
War.  As it was, seventeen sailors and six soldiers were killed, along with fifteen wounded, representing 
the greatest single combat loss of US Navy lives in the war. 

One plaque was dedicated in June at the National Vietnam War Museum in Weatherford TX.  On 
November 1st, three were dedicated on the 56th anniversary of the mining.  One on the Trail of Honor at 
the Lasdon Park Museum in Westchester County NY.  A second at the Door County Museum in Sturgeon 
Bay WI where the ship was built, and one at the Vietnam Unit Memorial in Coronado, CA. 

       

Nolan Nelson presenting remarks on the Dedication of  the plaque attached to the stern of the CCB at the 
Coronado Vietnam Unit Memorial.   

 

Reflections: Veterans Day 2024

In my three hours we had encountered only a handful of people.  They walked behind us, with a 
Vietnamese from the Special Branch of the National Police. He would interrogate them later.  How could 
he tell a VC? 

“A man with soft hands is no farmer,” he said.  “If his face and hands are pale, he operates at night and 
sleeps by day.  Perhaps he carries mortar shells, or messages.  That girl, she is from the Women’s 
Liberation Association.”  Her voice was soft and high-pitched – a girl of good family.  Some VC mortar 
squads were made up entirely of women.  

I was wrung out when we came to a stream with a bridge – a thick bamboo trunk with a thin bamboo rail 
to steady myself.  I’d never make it.  I’d swim across.  I lurched in. 

Trang, who was still with me, shouted: “Stop!”  VC put booby traps under these bridges!”  They think the 
big Americans with all their equipment are so heavy they might crash down.   

A trooper calmly said, “Wait.  I’ll go first and make sure.”  A brave young man.  How could I let him do 
it?  I floundered back out, and somehow I made it across that cursed bridge.  I don’t remember how; I just 
remember feeling scared to death the whole day. 

There is something else I cannot forget.  We had picked up an old man with a medal of the Blessed Virgin 
around his neck, and then we came across a body.  The old man looked down on the bloody corpse.  He 
said, “He is my son-in-law. He has five children.”  

He stood up straight.  His face was frozen, with a little tear in each eye.  He said, “He was not VC.  He 
was not VC.”   

Wasn’t he?  I don’t know.  The report of the operation on Thoi Son Island includes him as on VC KIA-
killed in action.” 

Sara Lavinia Isaac Moore

Sara Lavinia Isaac Moore passed away on November 8, 2024.  It was her 83rd birthday.  Sara is 
survived by Albert Moore, her husband of 43 years.  Albert served on the USS Benewah (APB-40) and 
IUWG-1 from April 1967 to April 1970.  He played a key role in founding the Mobile Riverine Force 
Association in the early 90’s. 

 

TAPS Tribute to a Fallen One 

Albert Moore served 25 years as our president.
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This section is for members who wish to sponsor the MRFA by placing a 
notice in memory of one of their fallen comrades. In some instances, 
the name of the sponsor will precede the name of the person who was 
KIA, or has passed on since Vietnam. It’s $25 for four issues.

A fellow veteran, Harold & Beverly Bailey, David Blossom, Kimberly Butler, 
Delmar & Diane Cable, Robert & Barbara Crowley, Dean & Karen Despelder, 
Dick & Lisa Dorato, Steve & Leah Futch, Godfrey Lee Education Association, 
Lois J Host, J. H. & S. L. Nauta, Mrs. Artel Scheid, Gabriel S Snyder, Karen 
& Mark Vander Vliet, John F. Williams, David & Lavonne Yoder, and Connie L 
Young in memory of David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)

William Blauser for Thomas Gaudet, David Land, and Jose Campos our 151 
Division brothers that were KIAs

MajGeneral Lucien Bolduc, Jr. USA (Ret) for Guy Tutwiler
Bill Buffie in memory of Lyle Parin USS Floyd County LST-762 (Vietnam)
John and Doris Chrzanowski in memory of SP/4 Humberto Ruiz Santiago Jr. 

Grenadier A Co. 4th Bn 47th Inf. Rgt 9th Inf. Div. Died of wounds 06/27/69, 
Kien Hoa, South Vietnam (DC Wall Panel 21W Ln 025)

Mike Clark in memory of Laurence Welk (KIA May 1967) and Lydes Gardner 
(KIA Sept 1967) 4th/39th 9th Inf Div

Janice Dahlke for son Cpl. Randy R.Mueller D Co. 2nd/47th KIA 03/03/69
Fran Divelbiss for Cdr. Dave Divelbiss, Supply Officer on Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE, USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-68)
Sgt Robert Flaige for SFC Fernando Quintero KIA 02/27/68 and SP4 Robert 

“Bob” Jenks E Co. 3rd/60th KIA 03/03/68
Bill Frede for BM1 Guy Dail and Johnny Maness T-112-2
From your Brothers B Co. 2nd 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in memory of 

Monte Marten B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/69)
From your Brothers B Co. 2nd/39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in memory 

for John Nielsen B Co. 2nd/39th (04/68-04/70)
Nan Fulton for LtGen Bill Fulton Cdr 2nd Bde Asst Div Cdr 9th Inf Div (1966-68)
Regina Gooden for Sgt Lloyd Earl Valentine B Co. 3rd/47th KIA 09/05/68
Gordon Hillesland for Pat Lawson NSA Dong Tam (1967-68)
Joe Hilliard for Joe Benack from Florida and Donald Hartzell from Pennsylvania
Sally Jackson for Paul Nace USS Colleton APB-36 (09/68-11/69)
Bruce Jensen in memory of Frederic Peers Webb A-111-4 KIA 12/21/67
Doris May Johnson in memory of Franklin Johnson TF 117 1967 Purple Heart 

Vet
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68) for Walker, Paredez, Gotch, 

Hayes, Nelson, and Howard
Richard MacCullagh for John (Doc) Phillips, HMC, USN (Ret) RivRon 15
Richard MacCullagh for Chaplain Rene L. Petit, LT, CHC, RC, RivRon 13 and 15
Kaye Marten, Travis Marten, and Tristen Marten in memory of Monte Marten 

(husband, father, and grandfather) B Co. 2nd/39th 9th Inf Div (1968-69)
Adam Metts for Donald L. Bruckart T-111-2 KIA 03/31/69
Albert Moore for Ralph Tresser CS3 USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
Albert Moore for Tom Bityk CS3 IUWG-1 VC-Hill/Ha Tien (1969-70)
Albert and Sara Moore for Capt Gerald Saucier CO USS Benewah APB-35 

(09/66-02/68)
Victoria Mortensen in memory of G. Thomas “Morto” Mortensen RivDiv 92 

A-92-8 (01/68-11/69)
Roy Moseman for Oscar Santiago C-2 4th/47th (10/67-10/68)
Herman Murphy EN2 for USS Benewah shipmates: John Long EN2, Craig 

Bronish MR3, and George Schnieder MR2
Major J. D. Nichols III CMDR C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (12/66-11/67) for Alfred 

Cornejo, Anthony Galeno, Richard Lasher, Rudolph Melendez, Sigfredo 
Pinto-Pinto, and Garrett Reid KIAs 08/20/67

Jasper Northcutt for SSGT Henry T. Aragon B-2 2nd/47th KIA 08/23/67, SGT 
James E. Boorman B-2 2nd/47th KIA 08/27/67, SP4 James D. Bronakoski 
B-2 2nd/47th KIA 04/27/67, SP4 Michael G. Hartnett B-2 2nd/47th KIA 
04/27/67, SGT William D. Mize B-2 2nd/47th and 5th/60th KIA 10/28/67, 
CPL Harold K. Southwick B-2 2nd/47th Inf KIA 03/02/67 (first KIA in B Co. 
2nd/47th in Vietnam), and PFC Robert C. Voltz B-1 2nd/47th Inf (Mech) KIA 
03/11/67 (first KIA1st Platoon B Co. 2nd/47th in Vietnam)

Claire Siebert for GMG3 Richard Siebert IUWG-1 Unit 3, Qui Nhon (03/67-
01/69)

Chet “Gunner” Stanley for all the USN and USA KIAs of the MRF (1967-70)
Ken Sundberg for Michael David Sheahan 5th/60th KIA 02/25/68, Robert 

L. Conley 5th/60th KIA 02/01/68, and Glenn Dean Taylor 5th/60th KIA 
02/01/68

Robert Sutton for LT James F. Rost Jr. Vin Te Canal Chau Duc KIA 11/69
Okey Toothman in memory of Major General Lucien “Blackie Bolduc
Okey Toothman in memory of Sgt Dick Arnold A Co. 3rd/47th, Max DelaC 

Okey Toothman in memory of Judy Wallace
Steven Totcoff for my brother CPL Dennis S. Totcoff B Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf 

Div KIA 5/2/68
ruz and G. P. Jones C Co. 3rd/47th
USS Benewah shipmates: John Long EN2, Craig Bronish MR3, and George 

Schnieder MR2
USS Guide MSO-447 for Shipmate and Brother Harold Foster
Henry Velez for my fallen brothers, B Co. 2nd/39th Inf
CPT Steve Williams and MAJ Bob Bischoff in memory of 2LT David George 

Williams, Co A, 4/47th, KIA 9/21/67
David Wilson 2nd/60th, KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 

06/25/69, Steven Murrary 4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th 
Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st Airborne KIA 
08/23/69

Luis Peraza for SSG Michael K. Lewis KIA 06/13/69, SGT Harold H. Hunter KIA 
01/27/69, and brothers of D Co 3/60th KIA during 1968-69

In Memory Of

French
Member Robert A. 

French passed away 
March 26, 2019. Robert 
served in C Co 4th/47th 
(Riverine Infantry) 9th 
Infantry Division (05/66-
05/68). Robert is sur-
vived by his wife Char-
lene K. French, Tampa, FL, 
rfrench13@tampabay.
rr.com. May our Brother 
rest in peace.

Member Jerry Shock-
ley passed away October 
16, 2018. Jerry served in 
HHC 3rd/60th Infantry 
(12/67-12/68). Jerry 
is survived by his wife 
Barbara.

William “Bill” McMul-
len passed away Febru-
ary 12, 2019. Bill served 
with C Co. 6th/31st Inf. 
(04/68-04/690). At the 
time of his passing, Bill 
was residing in Welling-
ton, Florida.

Stull
Member Col Terry G. 

Stull USA (Ret.) passed 
away April 6, 2019 fol-
lowing a battle with 
congestive heart failure. 
As a proud West Point 
graduate of the Class of 
1966, he bravely served 
two tours in Vietnam. 
Col Stull served with A 
Co 3rd/47th 9th Infantry 
Division River Raiders 
(11/66-12/67). He en-
joyed a successful career 
in the Army, retiring as a 
Colonel in 1993. Col Stull 

is survived by his wife Ar-
letta, Senatobia, Missis-
sippi, stuli1966@yahoo.
com.

Powell
Member Frank L. 

Powell passed away May 
7, 2018. Frank served 
onboard the USS Nueces 
APB-40 (03/69-05/70). 
Frank is survived by his 
wife Patty Keith.

Hall
Daniel E. Hall Jr. 

passed away April 6, 
2019. Daniel served with 
Charlie Co. 9th Inf. Divi-
sion Vietnam (1968-69). 
Daniel is survived by his 
wife Kathy. I’m very proud 
of my dad. He will be 
greatly missed, Lisa Hall.

Kershner
Member BM1 Paul 

Kershner (USN Ret.) 
passed away April 27, 
2019. Paul was Boat 
Captain of Tango 112-
12 and Tango 152-10 
(T-50) (01/69-02/70). 
Paul is survived by his 
wife Tazuko Kershner. 
You may contact the fam-
ily c/o his son Paul Jr., 

484-512-0316.

Westling
Member Reverend 

Lester Leon Westling Jr. 
(Chaplain Captain USN 
Ret.) passed away May 2, 
2019. Reverend Westling 
first served 14 months 
with the 3rd Battalion, 
9th Marine Regiment at 
Camp Carroll in I Corps 
near the DMZ. His second 
tour of duty was with 
the Naval Support Activ-
ity, Saigon in IV Corps 
(05/69-05/70). When 
his tour was about to end, 
he was ministering to 65 
different units.

Kitchen
Member Arthur 

“Artie” Kitchen passed 
away March 15, 2019. He 
served as a Third Class 
Engineman (EN3) on-
board the USS Satyr ARL-
23 (05/70-03/71). Artie 
is survived by his wife of 
48 years, Joan, and three 
sons.

Doolan
Member SMSGT 

Charles “Chuck” At-
wood Doolan USAF (Ret) 

passed away June 30, 
2018. Charles served on 
the USS Blanco County 
LST-344 (09/66-09/67). 
Chuck is survived by his 
wife Janice.

Howe
Member Gerald 

(Jerry) L. Howe passed 
away August 14, 2014. 
Jerry served on the USS 
Nueces APB-40 (06/68-
07/69). You may contact 
his daughter Wendy Wen-
sits at wensits@1cloud.
com. “Jerry was a found-
ing Member of the MRFA. 
He was a good sailor and 
a good person who made 
himself available when it 
came to helping his fellow 
Veterans.” Albert Moore.

Johnson

Johnson
Member Bruce L. 

Johnson passed away 
August 31, 2018. Bruce 
served with C Co. 2nd 
Plat. 4th/47th Infantry 
(08/67-03/68). Bruce 
is survived by his wife 
Connie.

Your membership expiration date is printed on your 
River Currents just above your name and address.

Larry Dale 
Venenga
Member Larry 
Dale Venenga 
passed away on 
April 27, 2024.  
While in Viet-
nam he served 

with Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 
47th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division 
from May 1966 to May 1968.  Larry 
is survived by Audrey, his wife of 57 
years.

Mark Tracy 
Boatwright
Member Mark 
Tracy Boatwright 
passed away on 
January 8, 2024.  
While in Vietnam 
he served with the 
9th MP Company, 

9th Infantry Division from March 
1968 to November 1968.  Mark is 
survived by Virginia, his wife of 60 
years.

Patrick Joseph 
Boffa
Member Patrick 
Joseph Boffa 
passed away on 
September 18, 
2024.  While 
in Vietnam he 

served with River Patrol Flotilla 
FIVE – River Division 552 and 535 
from February 1970 to February 
1971.  Patrick was preceded in death 
by, Stephanie, his loving wife.

Dallas Michael 
Abbott
Member Dallas 
Michael Abbott 
passed away 
peacefully at 
home on May 3, 

2024.  While in Vietnam he served 
with 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th 
Infantry Division from June 1967 to 
June 1968.

Brian E. College
Former Member Brian E. College 
passed away on June 14, 2024.  While in 
Vietnam he served  with River Assault 
Squadron 11 – River Assault Division 
112 as the Engineman onboard T-112-11 
from February 1968 to February 1969.  
Brian was preceded in death by Betty, 
his wife.

Pedro A. Vasquez
Member Pedro A. 
“Pete” Vasquez 
passed on March 14, 
2024 as a result an 
Agent Orange cancer.  
While in Vietnam he 
served with River 

Assault Squadron 11 – River Assault Di-
vision 111 onboard T-111-4 from August 
1967 to July 1968.  Pete by Andrea, his 
wife of 43 years.

Patrick M. Hughes
Member Patrick M. 
Hughes (LTG USA 
Ret.) passed away 
on October 5, 2024.  
While in Vietnam 
he served as a Sp5 
Combat Medic in 

1965.  Later he was commissioned as a 
2LT. and served as Platoon Leader of D 
Company, 4th Battalion, 39th Infantry, 
9th Infantry Division in 1969.  After 
Pat became a Captain he returned to 
Vietnam as a Province Advisor for the 
Phoenix Program and a Province Intel-
ligence Advisor on Advisory Team 49.  
After his stints in Vietnam, he became 
Intelligence Director for the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff and also the 12th Director of 
the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) 
from February 1996 to July 1999.  Pat 
was a true “Soldier’s Soldier” and he 

was well respected throughout the 
military and veteran communities.

Richard E. 
MacCullagh
Member Chap-
lain Richard E. 
MacCullagh 
(Captain, USN 
Ret.) passed 

away on October 12, 2024.  While in 
Vietnam he served as a Chaplain with 
Commander River Assault Flotilla 
One – River Assault Squadron 15 
from June 1968 to June 1969.

Richard D. Bittle
Member Richard D. 
Bittle passed away 
on April 10, 2024.  
While in Vietnam 
he served onboard 
the U.S.S. Nieces 
(APB-40) from 
June 1968 to April 

1969.  Richard is survived by his wife, 
Patricia, of 27 years.

Joseph Madison 
Welch
Member Joseph 
Madison “Joe” 
Welch passed away 
on February 24, 
2024.  While in 
Vietnam he served 

with 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry, 9th 
Infantry Division from May 1967 to 
May 1968.  Joe is survived by Judy, 
his wife of 34 years.

Larry Wayne 
Hidbrader
Former Member 
Larry Wayne 
Hidbrader 
passed away on 
November 4, 
2024.  While in 

Vietnam he served onboard the USS 
Benewah (APB-40) from November 
1966 to December 1967.  Larry was 
preceded in death by his wife Rebec-
ca.
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Company, 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from May 1966 to May 1968.  Larry is 
survived by Audrey, his wife of 57 years. 
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9th MP Company, 9th Infantry Division from March 1968 to November 1968.  Mark is survived by 
Virginia, his wife of 60 years. 
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Dallas Michael Abbott

Member Dallas Michael Abbott passed away peacefully at home on May 3, 2024.  While in Vietnam he 
served with 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from June 1967 to June 1968. 

    

Brian E. College

Former Member Brian E. College passed away on June 14, 2024.  While in Vietnam he served  with 
River Assault Squadron 11 – River Assault Division 112 as the Engineman onboard T-112-11 from 
February 1968 to February 1969.  Brian was preceded in death by Betty, his wife. 

 

 

Pedro A. Vasquez

Member Pedro A. “Pete” Vasquez passed on March 14, 2024 as a result an Agent Orange cancer.  While 
in Vietnam he served with River Assault Squadron 11 – River Assault Division 111 onboard T-111-4 from 
August 1967 to July 1968.  Pete by Andrea, his wife of 43 years. 
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served with 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from June 1967 to June 1968. 
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Member Larry Dale Venenga passed away on April 27, 2024.  While in Vietnam he served with Alpha 
Company, 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from May 1966 to May 1968.  Larry is 
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9th MP Company, 9th Infantry Division from March 1968 to November 1968.  Mark is survived by 
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Patrick Joseph Boffa
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River Patrol Flotilla FIVE – River Division 552 and 535 from February 1970 to February 1971.  Patrick 
was preceded in death by, Stephanie, his loving wife. 

 

Dallas Michael Abbott

Member Patrick M. Hughes (LTG USA Ret.) passed away on October 5, 2024.  While in Vietnam he 
served as a Sp5 Combat Medic in 1965.  Later he was commissioned as a 2LT. and served as Platoon 
Leader of D Company, 4th Battalion, 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division in 1969.  After Pat became a 
Captain he returned to Vietnam as a Province Advisor for the Phoenix Program and a Province 
Intelligence Advisor on Advisory Team 49.  After his stints in Vietnam, he became Intelligence Director 
for the Joint Chiefs of Staff and also the 12th Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) from 
February 1996 to July 1999.  Pat was a true “Soldier’s Soldier” and he was well respected throughout the 
military and veteran communities. 

 

 

Richard E. MacCullagh

Member Chaplain Richard E. MacCullagh (Captain, USN Ret.) passed away on October 12, 2024.  
While in Vietnam he served as a Chaplain with Commander River Assault Flotilla One – River Assault 
Squadron 15 from June 1968 to June 1969. 
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Member Richard D. Bittle passed away on April 10, 2024.  While in Vietnam he served onboard the 
U.S.S. Nieces (APB-40) from June 1968 to April 1969.  Richard is survived by his wife, Patricia, of 27 
years. 
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Richard E. MacCullagh

Member Chaplain Richard E. MacCullagh (Captain, USN Ret.) passed away on October 12, 2024.  
While in Vietnam he served as a Chaplain with Commander River Assault Flotilla One – River Assault 
Squadron 15 from June 1968 to June 1969. 

 

 

Richard D. Bittle

Member Richard D. Bittle passed away on April 10, 2024.  While in Vietnam he served onboard the 
U.S.S. Nieces (APB-40) from June 1968 to April 1969.  Richard is survived by his wife, Patricia, of 27 
years. 

 
 

Joseph Madison Welch

Member Joseph Madison “Joe” Welch passed away on February 24, 2024.  While in Vietnam he served 
with 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division from May 1967 to May 1968.  Joe is survived by 
Judy, his wife of 34 years. 

 

 

Larry Wayne Hidbrader

Former Member Larry Wayne Hidbrader passed away on November 4, 2024.  While in Vietnam he 
served onboard the USS Benewah (APB-40) from November 1966 to December 1967.  Larry was 
preceded in death by his wife Rebecca. 

 

In Memory of
 

Wendell Affield for Buddha Ed Thomas, Boat Captain Tango 112-11 (02/68-02/69) 

Ron Baker In memory of BM2 William Comer KIA 2/68 

Serena Barnes for Michael Barnes 2nd Brigade 3rd/47th 9th Inf. 

David Wilson 2nd/60th KIA 08/05/69, Timothy Shelton 4th/39th KIA 06/25/69, Steven Murrary 4th/39th 
KIA 05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 2nd/4th Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 1st/501st 101st Abn KIA 
08/23/69 

Donut Dollie Emily Strange by Bill Dabel  C-1 3rd/39th 

Orville "Lee" Daley for Roger Valentine CSI USS Askari ARL 30 (1967-1968) 

Robert Flaige for SFC Fernando Quintero KIA 02/27/68 and SP4 Robert "Bob" Jenks E Co. 3rd/60th KIA 
03/03/68 
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Robert Flaige for SFC Fernando Quintero KIA 02/27/68 and SP4 Robert "Bob" Jenks E Co. 3rd/60th KIA 
03/03/68 
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Meaning of “Fair Winds and Following Seas.”
“Fair Winds and Following Seas” is a gesture of good luck to those we will 
miss and sailors who have served with honor and courage. The combination 
of phrases implies that a vessel will have good winds, and not have to pound 
into the waves. The phrase can be used as a toast or salutation between mar-
iners. It is often used at a “beginning” ceremony such as a commissioning 
ceremony, as well as in retirement, change of command, or farewell ceremo-
nies.

Following seas are defined by Bowditch’s American Practical Navigator as 
“A sea in which the waves move in the general direction of the heading” 
and can be dangerous if the winds and sea are too strong. But the mariners’ 
traditional blessing implies that both are comfortably rolling in the same 
direction as the boat.

(Sources include the former Naval Historical Center and Wikipedia)

In Memory Of
Wendell Affield for Buddha Ed Thomas, Boat 
Captain Tango 112-11 (02/68-02/69)
Ron Baker In memory of BM2 William Comer 
KIA 2/68
Serena Barnes for Michael Barnes 2nd Brigade 
3rd/47th 9th Inf.
David Wilson 2nd/60th KIA 08/05/69, Timothy 
Shelton 4th/39th KIA 06/25/69, Steven Murrary 
4th/39th KIA 05/26/69, Harvey Crabtree 
2nd/4th Arty KIA 06/19/69, and Dennis Mattox 
1st/501st 101st Abn KIA 08/23/69
Donut Dollie Emily Strange by Bill Dabel  C-1 
3rd/39th
Orville “Lee” Daley for Roger Valentine CSI 
USS Askari ARL 30 (1967-1968)
Robert Flaige for SFC Fernando Quintero KIA 
02/27/68 and SP4 Robert “Bob” Jenks E Co. 
3rd/60th KIA 03/03/68
Bill Frede for BM1 Guy Dail, BM3 Johnny 
Maness and SN David Flamburis T-112-2, 1967
Patrick Haggerty in memory of CDR Charlie 
Cox,,CO, RivDiv 111 (11/67 to 11/68) and Capt. 
Jim Gautier, CO RivDiv 11 (12/68-6/69)
Susan Hanmer for SFC Michael Hanmer 
RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
Susan T. Henderson for Ross D. Henderson, 
Gunner USS Luzerne County LST-902 (2/70-
12/71)
Gordon Hillesland for Pat Lawson NSA Dong 
Tam (67-68), Mike Mosey NSA Dong Tam (67-
68) and Joy Hurd (6/68)
Joe Hilliard for Jim Schwan from Wisconsin 
and Buck Grant from Alabama
Joe Hilliard for Joe Benack and Donald Hartzell
Bruce Jensen in memory of Frederic Peers 
Webb A-111-4 KIA 12/21/67
J. R. Johnson 3rd/47th 9th “Recon” (05/66-
01/68) in memory of Walker, Gotch, Paredez, 
Nelson, Hayes, Howard, King, Twitchell, Spake 
and Chesnoski
Frank Jones for SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 
13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
Frank Jones For Arthur Delmar “Buck” Grant    
RivRon 13/15 (07/69-07/70)
Jerry Lippincott in memory of Freddie Tapper  
USN  IUWG-1
Adam Metts for Donald L. Bruckart  T-111-2 KIA 
3/31/69
A.R. “Monty” Montillo in memory of John 
Sperry
Christopher Olsen for Ralph Bigelow,T-131-8
Theodore and Anita Richter (Ralph’s sister) for 
Ralph Bigelow RivRon 13 T-131-8
Theodore and Anita Richter (Ralph’s sister) for 
Ralph Bigelow RivRon 13 T-131-8
Larry Ruebke in memory of Alan Trucano
Dave Schell in memory of SFC Mike Hanmer  
RivRon 13 & 153 (7/69-2/71)
John Smith for Paull D. Jose B Co. 3/60 KIA 
11/01/68
Charlie Thompson in Memory of Doyle E. 
Templeton  2nd/39th  9th Inf.
Jim Towey for Jack Steinman who saved 
many lives 5/14/69 thru his heroic actions. RIP 
Brother.
In memory of my Brothers B Co. 2nd 39th 
Infantry, 9th Infantry Division

Hey Brothers, check out our Facebook page, 
“The Mobile Riverine Force and 9th Infantry Division 

Vietnam” Facebook group at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/195572170458597/

Letters to the Editor 
If you have questions, stories, or comments for “River Currents,” please e-mail Terry Sater, at 
terry.s8er@yahoo.com 

 

Insert Gear Locker picture and order form, here. 

 

************************************* 

 

Hey Brothers, check out our   Facebook page, “The Mobile Riverine Force and 9th Infantry Division 
Vietnam” Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/195572170458597/ 

Our Facebook Group is dedicated to all Army and Navy men who served with pride and distinction in a 
place called the Mekong Delta. Be it on water or land, they all served their country. Whether they were on 
a Monitor or making a helo assault, setting an ambush on a lonely, quiet, dark night, walking through 
waist-deep water in a rice paddy, riding a tango boat up a narrow canal, or at anchor in the middle of a 
brown-water river for long hot hours.  Places like Dong Tam, Tay Ninh, Snoopy's Nose, the Cross Roads, 
Ambush Alley, My Tho, Rach Kien, Plain of Reeds, Parrot's Beak, Tan An, Nha Be or Ben Tre and 
names like Colleton, Washtenaw, Windham, Benewah, Westchester, Satyr, Askari, PBR, and Swiftboat 
are names and places we'll never forget. 

This group is to preserve a living memory of all those who served in the Mobile Riverine Force and 9th 
Infantry Division Vietnam.   

Many friendships from days past have been renewed because of our group page.  It is a great place to 
make connections with others who served with the Mobile Riverine Force and 9th Infantry Division.    

A few rules are in place to keep order in the group.  They are: 

1. Politics and religion are the fastest way to start an argument and cause hard feelings and absolutely 
have no place on this page. 

2. We expect members to treat each other with respect.  

We hope you enjoy the group.  

In Brotherhood, 

Our Facebook Group is dedicated to all Army and Navy men who served with pride and distinction 
in a place called the Mekong Delta. Be it on water or land, they all served their country. Whether they 
were on a Monitor or making a helo assault, setting an ambush on a lonely, quiet, dark night, walking 
through waist-deep water in a rice paddy, riding a tango boat up a narrow canal, or at anchor in the 
middle of a brown-water river for long hot hours.  Places like Dong Tam, Tay Ninh, Snoopy’s Nose, the 
Cross Roads, Ambush Alley, My Tho, Rach Kien, Plain of Reeds, Parrot’s Beak, Tan An, Nha Be or 
Ben Tre and names like Colleton, Washtenaw, Windham, Benewah, Westchester, Satyr, Askari, PBR, 
and Swiftboat are names and places we’ll never forget.

This group is to preserve a living memory of all those who served in the Mobile Riverine Force and 
9th Infantry Division Vietnam.  

Many friendships from days past have been renewed because of our group page.  It is a great place 
to make connections with others who served with the Mobile Riverine Force and 9th Infantry Division.   

A few rules are in place to keep order in the group.  They 
are:

1. Politics and religion are the fastest way to start an 
argument and

    cause hard feelings and absolutely have no place on this 
page.

2. We expect members to treat each other with respect.
 
We hope you enjoy the group. 
In Brotherhood,
Doc Pries - MRFA Vice President and Group Admin
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MRFA Sponsors
Our expressed thanks to those who have become 

MRFA sponsors! It’s never too late to get onboard 

as a sponsor, so we continue to seek and 

welcome those who wish to sponsor the MRFA!  

Sponsorship in the MRFA helps to defray the cost 

of producing River Currents. Sponsorship lasts for a 

period of one year, with your name and information 

appearing in four issues. Send your $25 (payable to 

the MRFA) to Frank Jones, 9 San Marino Parkway, 

Fenton, MO 63026

VISIT WWW.MRFA.ORG

Edward R. Aldrich B Co. 720th MP BN (07/69-07/70)
Thomas Anathan USS Benewah APB-35 (08/67-08/68)
Jimmie J. Apel A Co. 4th/47th Inf and 6th/31st (1969-70)
Charlie and Georginia Ardinger T-151-11 (05/68-07/69)
Ed Arledge USS Indra ARL-37 (1967-70)
John Armstrong HHC 3rd/47th Inf (04/66-01/68)
Dale Ashley USS Monmouth County LST-1032 (11/66-11/67)
Ralph Bakle from Charles Sykes for a job well done
James Bandy USS Tutuila AARG-4 (03/69-10/70)
Stephen Benedict A Co 3rd/60th Inf (03/68-03/69) 
Tom Bergman USS White River LSMR-536 (07/66-07/68)
Richard Bittle USS Nueces APB-40 (06/68-04/69)
Robert B. Blair USS Clarion River LSMR-409 (1966-68)
Donald Blankenship A-111-3 and A-152-21 (02/69-02/70)
Patrick Boffa, RivDivs 552-535
MajGen Blackie Bolduc USA (Ret.) Cdr 3rd/47th Inf
Thomas R. Bogner A&C Cos 2nd/39th Inf. (02/68-01/69)
Bruce Branigan D Co. 3rd/60th Infantry (05/68-12/68)
Donald P. Brosnan CSM 2nd Bde (06/68-06/69)
David Brown, RivRon 9 Staff (1/68-1/69) Gary Bruno 

USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71)
Gary Bruno USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71) 
MGen Walter Bryde, Jr. HQ 3rd/34th Arty (1968-69)
John Burger USS Page & USS Washoe 

County LST-1165 (01/68-01/69)
Robert Caldwell Jr. USS Nye County LST-1067 (02/66-02/67)
John and Pamela Carlin in honor of Erol Tuzcu
RADM William Carlson CO USS White River 

LSMR-536 (10/65-03/68)
Jim Carter RivRon 15 T-52 (12/69-12/70)
Thomas Childress USS Krishna ARL-38 (06/70-08/71)
John and Doris Chrzanowski A Co 4th/47th 

and B Co 6th/31st (03/69-03/70)
Mike Clark Medic 4th/39th 9th Inf. Div (1967)
Eldon L. Cobb RivRon 9 T-92-2 (12/66-02/68)
Ercil G. Comer, Jr. USS Monmouth County 

LST-1032 (05/69-06/70)
LTg Robert Conaty XO RivDiv 131 (05/68-04/69)
Tony Day T-151-4 (06/68-06/69)
Frank De La Oliva Harbor Clearance Unit One (HUC-1) & 

Combat Salvage Boat-3 (CSB-3) (29/68-06/71)
David Donovan HHC 3rd/47th Inf (01/67-12/67)
William Duggan RAS 13 M-131-2 (08/68-08/69)
Robert Durrett T-112-7 (01/67-12/67)

Paul Eastham T-132-11 (05/69-07/69)
Virgie Eblen Associate Member
Clifton J. Elliott C Co. 2/60 (1976) 
Leon Edmiston B Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (06/68-05/69)
Edith Ethridge Associate Member
Larry Gunner Ethridge USS Askari ARL-30 (07/69-07/70)
Terrance Fetters HHQ 3rd/47th Inf (04/69-07/69)
Robert Flaige E Co 3rd/60th Inf (05/67-05/68)
Neil Fovel 3rd/47th Inf (11/67-03/68) 
Dennis Frank D Co. CMDR 3rd/60th Inf (07/68-07/69)
Bill Frede RivRon 11 T-112-2 (04/67-10/67)
Fred Frost E Co. 2nd/60th Inf (12/67-12/68)
Nan Fulton Associate Member
Richard Gallagher USS Mercer APB-39 (1968-69)
Capt James Gautier Co RivDiv 111 (10/68-05/69)
John N. Gavin USS Satyr ARL-23 (1971)
Regina Gooden Associate Member
Harry Hahn RivRon 13 M-131-1 (03/69-03/70)
William Halloran COMRIVFLOT ONE N2 (09/67-09/68)
Roger Hamilton, Jr. USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Jeffie Hanks USS Benewah APB-35 (01/70-01/71)
SFC Michael Hanmer RivRon 13 and 153 (07/69-02/71)
BMCM (Ret) Wayne Hapgood RivRon 15 T-52
Joseph Harper USS White River LSMR-536 (12/66-12/68)
Richard Hawkins COMNAVFORV NAVADVGRP 

(VNN HHQ) (12/69-12/70)
Leo Haynes RivDiv 594 PBR-8120 (04/69-02/70)
Charles Heindel C-91-1 (11/67-12/68)
Wayne Higdon USS Satyr ARL-23 (06/67-05/69)
Joe Hilliard Gunner T-48 (09/69-03/70) and 

Boat Captain T-44 (03/70-07/70)
Alan Hodgkinson A Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (01/68-08/69)
Kenneth Hogan RivRon 11 RAD 112 T-112-13 (02/69-09/69)
James Hoyer 1097th TC (MB) (08/68-07/69)
MajGen Ira A. Hunt Jr. HHQ 9th Inf Div (05/68-07/69)
Alan G. Hyde 9th Signal (1966-67)
In honor of Albert Moore and all he has done for the MRFA
Truman Irving USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Bill Isetts RM2 USS Askari ARL-30 (07/66-08/67)
Francis Janssen B Co. 93rd Const Eng (08/67-07/68)
David Jarczewski C Co. 4th/47th Inf 9th Div (05/66-05/68)
Bradley Jenkins HHSB 3rd/34th Arty & 

2nd/47th Mech (09/68-10/69)
Bruce Jensen T-111-3 (1967-68)
Bruce L. Johnson C Co. 4th/47th Inf (08/67-03/68)
Duane Johnson 15th Combat Engineers (06/67-06/68)
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Gerald Johnston USS Nye County LST-1067 (01/66-01/67)
David R. Jones RivRon 11 Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)

Frank B. Jones RivRon 15 T-48
Edward Jordan RivRon 15 T-152-4/T-44 (08/68-08/69)
Jerry “Hollywood” Kawecki B Co. 3rd/47th 

9th Inf (07/68-12/68)
Dane Keller RivDiv 532 PBR 121 (05/69-05/70)
Thomas Kelley USN (Ret) RivDiv 152 (09/68-06/69)
Michael Knowlton YRBM-18 (01/68-01/69)
Gary L. Knox RivRon 9 A-91-8 (01/68-06/70) 
Larry Koltz Command Flotilla-1 Task Force 

117 Div 91 T 91-10 (09/66-06/70)
LTC Nick Laiacona USA (Ret.) C Co. 3rd/60th Inf (1968-69)
Jerry Lippincott IUWG-1, LCM-877 (06/70-05/71)
James Long Sr. ComRivFlot One Staff (11/67-11/68)
James Lowe APL-26 (05/68-05/69
James Lukaszewski DC2 APL-30 (8/68-8/69)
Larry Lyons RivDiv 112 C-112-1 (1967-68)
Robert Marburger C Co. 2nd/60th Inf (11/68-11/69)
Vincent Matura RivRon 152 (10/69-07/70) “Suffolk 24”
Jerry L. Maygarden, USS Luzerne County 

LST-902 (6/69-7/69)
Paul A. Mayne YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Cratis McLaughlin D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf Div (09/68-07/69)
Adam Metts T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
Rick Miller B-2 4th/39th Inf. (12/67-12/68)
MilSpec Tours Inc
Nickola Mitschkowetz BM2 APL-30 (11/68-11/69)
Albert and Sara Moore USS Benewah (APB-35)
Joe Moore USS Colleton APB-36 (10/66-08/67) 
J. Russell and Alice Moore A-91-5 (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran B Co 4th/47th Inf (11/67-10/68)
Roy and Lynn Moseman 4th/47th Inf
Naval Advisory Group
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah APB-35, 4/70-2/71
Nha Trang (1967-68 and 1970-71)
Jasper Northcutt B Co. 2nd/47th Mech Inf (11/66-05/67)
James Noyes C Btry 3rd/34th Arty (06/67-06/68)
Gary T. O’Brien MM3 USS Mercer APB-39 (04/68-12/69)
George R. O’Connell USS Terrell Cty LST-1157
Christopher Olsen T-131-8 (05/68-05/69)
Capt Jerry Pape USN (Ret) Staff COMRIVFLOT 

ONE (01/68-12/68)
John Wayne Parrish Jr. Co. A 4th/47th Inf (01/68-01/69)
Dwayne Parsons M-111-1 (Zippo 1) (11/67-11/68)
Kurt I. Patton Mike 5 and T-37 (11/69-11/70)
Anthony Perez USS Iredell County LST-839 (11/69-07/70)
John “Ron” Perry T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips D Co. 15th Combat 

Engineers 9th Inf (08/68-06/69)
BM1 W. R. Posey Craft Master YTB-785 (1967-68, 1970-71)

Bill Posson USS Hampshire County LST-819 (1969-70)
Paul Ray M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
David Raybell Monitor 111-3 (11/66-02/68)
Bill & Donna Robinson CO USS Mark AKL-12 (06/70-05/71)
Lawrence “Larry” Roche A-152-2 (10/68-07/69) 
Greg Rockow USS Harnett County LST-821 (1968-69)
Jerry Ross T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
Robert “Bob” and Betty A. Schrader D Co. 

9th Med BN (07/68-07/69)
COL Sam Schutte Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (03/66-12/67)
George Schwemmer C Co. 6th/31st Inf. (1968-69)
Thomas D. Scott USS Colleton APB-36 (12/66-04/68)
Jerry Shearer C Co. 3rd/60th 9th Inf (04/67-04/68)
CDR William D. Shutters USN (Ret) Boat 

Captain T-111-1 (9/67-8/68)
Richard Simpson C Co. 3rd/47th Inf 9th Div (05/67-05/68) 
John Smith B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69) for all Riverines
Marc Spilberg 4th/47th Inf (01-68-01/69)
Chet “Gunner” Stanley C-111-1 and M-111-3 (1966-68)
Thomas Stuart USS Benewah APB-35 (1966-67)
John Sturtz T-151-9 (06/68-06/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-06/69)
Jack Terry USS Colleton APB-36 (1966-68)
Thanks to Artillery
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Tip of the hat to Albert
Joseph J. Trovato 3rd/60th 9th Inf. (06/67-06/68)
USS Terrell County LST-1157
Roger Valentine USS Askari ARL-30 (07/67-05/68)
Bob and Nancy VanDruff T-91-5 and T-92-4
David J. Vicknair USS Washtenaw County 

LST-1166 (1968-70)
Ron Wallace B Co. 3rd Plat 3rd/47th Inf (05/66-08/67)
Hank and Becky Washburn USS Colleton 

APB-36 (01/67-09/68)
Bill Weidman T-111-12 (02/67-02/68)
Gary Weisz A-91-4 (10/67-07/68)
David H. White USN (Ret) USS Satyr ARL-23 (08/69-08/70)
Jeffrey L. Withers RivRon 11 A-112-8 and 

M-112-12 (06/68-06/69)
William H. Ziebarth 9th Signal 3rd/34th Arty (05/66-12/67)
James Zieminski EN2 Boat Captain RivDiv 

153 ASPB 6854 (04/69-04/70)
Robert Zimmer XO USS Mercer APB-39 (02/68-07/69)
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt ComNavForV
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Bruce Anderson, B Co. 2nd/60th (12/68-05/ 69)
Keith Arboleda RivDiv 595 RAD 153 (06/69-06/70)
Charlie & Georginia Ardinger    RivRon 15  T-151-11   
5/68-7/69
Ed Arledge Cmdr JAGC USNR Retired USS Indra ARL-
37 (1968-69)
Dale Ashley USS Monmouth County LST-1032 (11/66-
11/67)
Christian Bachofer Jr. ComRivDiv 92 (07/68-06/69)
Larry Banning   HHQ  2nd Brigade  9th Inf.
Col. Dennis A Bassett, A Co. 3rd/60th (08/68-07/69)
David Beekman   USS Terrel County  LST 1157
Stephen Benedict   A Co 3rd/60th Inf ( 03/68-03/69)
LTJG Pete Bernier  CSO RivDiv 112  11/68 - 06/69
Arthur Boyd  5th Trans Bn  LCU-1507
Bruce Branigan D Co. 3rd/60th Infantry (05/68-12/68)
E.C. Brewer, Jr., NSA Saigon detached to Dong Tam, 
(1/69-4/70)
David Brown, RivRon 9 Staff (1/68-1/69)
Michael J. Brown, COM RivRon13 CCB & ASPB (02/69-
02/70)
Gary Bruno USS Benewah APB-35 (02/70-02/71)
MGen Walter Bryde, Jr. HQ 3rd/34th Arty (1968-69)
Harold L. Burlage T-131-10 (05/68-08/69)
Edwin “Greg” Carson, HQ CO 3rd/47th (1/66-1/68)
Jim Carter RivRon 15 T-52 (12/69-12/70)
Christopher Casey, US Naval Support Group-YFU-80 
(1970)
LTG Robert Conaty XO RivDiv 131 (05/68-04/69)
Antonio D’Agostini   15th Engineer  9th Inf.
Frank De La Oliva Harbor Clearance Unit One (HUC-1) 
& Combat Salvage Boat-3 (CSB-3) (29/68-06/71)
CDR David A. Desiderio USCG (Ret), USCGC 
Pontchartrain (WHEC-70) (1970)
Robert Dockendorff NSA Dong Tam/YRBM-17 (03/67-
04/68)
William Duggan RAS 13 M-131-2 (08/68-08/69)
Robert Durrett T-112-7 (01/67-12/67)
Paul Eastham T-132-11 (05/69-07/69)
Virgie Eblen Associate Member
Clifton J. Elliott C Co. 3/60 (1976)
Dennis Erlandson D Co. 3rd/47th (08/68-04/69)
Larry Gunner Ethridge USS Askari ARL-30 (07/69-07/70)

Betty Farver, widow of Michael Farver
Joseph P. Ferrara    CO Riv Div 151
Anthony Ferrarini  B-3 3rd/60th Inf.
Robert Flaige E Co 3rd/60th Inf (05/67-05/68)
Neil Fovel 3rd/47th Inf (11/67-03/68)
Bill Frede T-112-2 (01/67-10/67)
Roland Gagnon  USS Harnett County  LST821
Jaime Garcia M-111-1 (03/67-12/67)
John N. Gavin USS Satyr ARL-23 (1971)
David R. Georgius, NAVAIRFAC AIRCOFAT Logistics 
Helicopters (10/70-11/71)
James Goepel   A Co.  3rd/60th
Fred Green, USS Mercer APB-39 (01/68-08/69)
Harry Hahn RivRon 13 M-131-1 (03/69-03/70)
William Halloran COMRIVFLOT ONE N2 (09/67-09/68)
Roger Hamilton, Jr. USS Mark AKL-12 (08/68-08/69)
Jeffie Hanks USS Benewah APB-35 (01/70-01/71)
Michael Hanmer   RivRon 15   T-49
BMCM (Ret) Wayne Hapgood RivRon 15 T-52 (07/70-
12/70) & RID 48 (12/70-07/71)
Michael J. Harris IUWG-1 Unit 3 (11/68-06/70)
Ray Harvey, Jr. USS Clarion River LSMR-409
LTJG Richard Hawkins COMNAVFORV NAVADVGRP 
(VNN HHQ) (12/69-12/70)
Joe Hilliard Gunner T-48 (09/69-03/70) and Boat Captain 
T-44 (03/70-07/70)
D. D. Hoffman RivRon 9 ASPB 91-8 (03/67-03/68)
Dallas Abbott A Co. 3rd/60th (06/67-06/68)
Bernard Howlett GMGSN USS Carronade IFS-1 (12/65-
08/67)
James Hoyer 1097th TC (MB) (08/68-07/69)
Gary V. “Porky” Isbell   A-131-1/T-131-3
David Jarczewski C Co. 4th/47th Inf 9th Div (05/66-
05/68)
Bradley Jenkins HHSB 3rd/34th Arty & 2nd/47th Mech 
(09/68-10/69)
Bruce Jensen T-111-3 (1967-68)
Richard G. Jensen, A & E Cos 3rd/60th Inf (12/66-11/67)
J. R. Johnson Recon 3rd/47th (01/67-01/68)
Craig A. Jones TF-115 (08/66-29/69)
David R. Jones Riv 11    Z-11-7 (10/68-10-69)
Frank Jones RivDiv 152 T-48 Boat Captain (07/69-07/70)
Thomas Kelley USN (Ret) Ras 9 & RivDiv 152 (08/68-
06/69)
Chuck Kimball  GMG3  RivDiv 92    RivDiv 153
John Klungreseter   T-111-2 & M-111-1
Gary L. Knox RivRon 9 A-91-8 (01/68-06/70)

LTC Nick Laiacona USA (Ret.) C Co. 3rd/60th Inf 
(1968-69)
Robert Langston C Co 2nd Plt 2 4th/47th 9th Division 
(10/68-07/69)
Art “Lash” LaRue   Zippo-3   RID-45  Alpha-67 (1/70-
1/71)
Jerry Lippincott IUWG-1, LCM-877 (06/70-05/71)
**Naval Advisory Group
Maj Alfred J. LoPresti, A&B Co. 9th Aviation BN (Pilot) 
(08/68-08/69)
John Losi, Jr., Com RivRon 11 T-112-2 (09/68-06/69)
Gary A. MacDonald A Co. 9th Signal BN (1/68-11/68)
James H. MacDonald, B Co. 3rd/60th Inf.(11/67-03/68)
LTC Frank Mallon  2nd/47th  9th Inf.
Michael A. Marquez A Co. 3rd Plt 3rd/60th Inf (07/68-
07/69)
Frank O. Martinolich A. Co 3rd/60th 9th Inf Div (03/68-
03/69)
Vincent Matura RivRon 152 (10/69-07/70) “Suffolk 24”
Jerry L. Maygarden, USS Luzerne County LST-902 
(6/69-7/70)
Paul A. Mayne YRBM-16 (01/67-02/68)
Cratis McLaughlin D Co 3rd/47th 9th Inf Div (09/68-
07/69)
Kenneth McLean B Co. 4th/47th (11/68-01/69)
Stan Melton
Adam Metts T-111-2 (08/68-10/69)
CDR David Miller, RAD112 (11/67-12/68)
Nick Miller COS RivDiv 152 (07/68-06/69)
Suzanne E. Miller, Westfield, IN
A. R. “Monti” Montillo B Co. 3rd/60th Inf (04/68-09/68)
Joe Moore USS Colleton APB-36 (10/66-08/67)
Albert B. Moore, USS Benewah and IUWG-1 (04/67-
04/70)
J. Russell and Alice Moore, T-91-5, (11/68-06/69)
Lt Frank Moran   B Co 4th/47th Inf (11/67-10/68)
William Nesmith   9th Div. Artillery  3/69-3/70
Daryl Newell, USS Benewah APB-35 (4/70-2/71)
Maj Joseph D. Nichols III USA (Ret) CMDR C Co. 
3rd/60th Inf. (02/67-10/67)
James Noyes C Btry 3rd/34th Arty (06/67-06/68)
Jim Oberlander B Co. 2nd/60th (3/70-10/70)
Christopher Olsen T-131-8 (05/68-05/69)
Wayne S. Ortiz, B Co. 2nd Plt 3rd/60th (68-69)
Charles Ostrov, HHC 2nd/47th Mech Inf. (01/68-12/68)
Ed Paananen HQ 3rd/47th 9th Inf. (05/66-06/68)
Capt Jerry Pape USN (Ret) Staff COMRIVFLOT ONE 

(01/68-12/68)
Anthony L. Perez, USS Iredell County LST-839 (11/69-
07/70)
John “Ron” Perry T-132-11 (06/68-06/69)
Michael Howard Phillips  D Co. 15th Combat Engineers  
9th Inf. (8/68-6/69)
Kenneth L Potter USS Colleton APB-36 (5/67-2/68)
Paul Ray M-151-5 (06/69-07/70)
Col. Henly “Ed” Reed   HHC 2nd/60th Infantry
Bill & Donna Robinson CO USS Mark AKL-12 (06/70-
05/71)
Roger Rose   RAS 13   RivDiv 131   A-2  T-3  T-10
Jerry Ross T-131-1 (08/69-08/70)
Billie Sanders RivRon 11 RAD 112 T-112-1 & CCB-112-1 
Vietnam1967 plankowner
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
Norman Saunders B Co. 3rd/39th Inf (01/69-08/69)
David J. Schell RivRon 15 T-41 & T-48 (07/69-07/70)
Duane Schinn Z-111-7 and M-111-2 (12/67-06/68)
Louis L. “Lou” Schmidt, USS White River, LSMR-536 
(3-03/68-03/70)
F. George Schuster LTJG USS Indra ARL-37 (1968-69)
COL Sam Schutte Co. B 4th/47th Infantry (05/66-1/68)
Thomas D. Scott USS Colleton APB-36 (12/66-4/68)
Pete Seitz  USS Askari   ARL-30   3/67-2/69
Bill Slover   XO USS Colleton  APB-36  11/66-4/68
John Smith B Co. 3/60th (05/68-06/69)
Walter H. Snow RivDiv15 CCB-151-1
Marc Spilberg 4th/47th Inf (01-68-01/69)
Bryan Swisher B Co. 3rd/47th Inf (12/68-6/69)
Charles Thompson 9th Admin Co. (02/66-11/67)
Harley Timmerman T-132-10 (06/68-06/69)
Jim Towey Co. B 2nd/60th Infantry (1068-08/69)
B Co 2nd/60th Air Mobile 9th Inf. (01/69-05/69)
Pedro Vasquez    Tango 111-4
GMGI Ricky Vice USN (Ret.) T-131-7 (03/68-05/69) & 
NAG (01/71-06/72)
Bill Weidman T-111-12 (02/67-0268)
Gary Weisz A-91-4 (10/67-07/68)
YFU-4  Naval Support Activity Danang
David H. White USN (Ret) USS Satyr ARL-23 (08/69-
08/70)
BMCM Donald Wiita USN (Ret) T-111-13 (03/67-02/68)
Jeffrey Withers
William H. Ziebarth 9th Signal 3rd/34 Arty (05/66-12/67)
Robert Zimmer XO USS Mercer APB-39 (02/68-07/69)


